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INTRODTJCTION. 



Thb object of the following publication ia to 
present to the English novel reader a snccinct 
view of some of the more favourite prose fic- 
tions current in Germaoy, such as the; have 
been preserved from age to age, even previous to 
tbe invention of printing, dovu to the present 
period. It b well known, indeed, that no nation 
is more attached to this class of popular com- 
poutioDs, both in a poetical and a prosaic fonUi 
while no country can boast of writers who have 
more abundantly produced, or more zealously 
treasured tbem up. Some of tbe least national 
of these, whose origin it is difficult to decide, 
have akeady become familiar to us through the 
medium of more modern versions, and seem to 
have naturalized themselves in almost every 
eonntry, whithersoever they have migrated ; of 
this character, perhf^s, are tbe Adventures of 
the Travelling Jew, of Fortunatus, Keynard the 
Fox, the Homed Siegfried ; opposed to others 
of a more national cast Hke Faustus, Howleglass, 
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Henry the Zioo, &c. In respect to their generic 
qaelities, as disfii^ished from those of other 
countries, we cannot conre; an idea of them 
more clearly than in the words of Mr. Weber, 
in hia Illustrations of Northern Antiquities, when 
treating od the subject of Teutonic poetry and 



" When ve compare these Teutonic ro- 
mances vith those of France, England, and 
Spain, ve are immediately struck with the want 
of chivalrous courtesy in the knights, and with 
the praises bestowed upon the most savage and 
ferocious among them. We have not here that 
constant obedience and attention to the ladies, 
who are indeed frequentiy more savage than 
their lovers. The peculiar diablerie of their 
romances is, perhaps, their most strikii^ feature. 
The dwarfs who, by the French minstrels, were 
represented as mere natorals, and humble at< 
tendants npon the knights, are her« exalted into 
creatures of great cunning, having dominion 
over the interior of the earth, consequently pos- 
sesüng incalculable riches, in gold and gems, 
and having the stronger but less sagacious race 
of giants, entirely under their controol. The 
fabtory of the creation of those three great classes, 
the dwarfs, ^ants, and heroes, is given b; the 
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INTRODUCTIOK. VII 

author of tfae Preface to tfae Book of Heroes in 
the foUowii^ muiner ; 

" 'It shonldhe known for whet reasoa God 
weated the ^at giants and tfae little dwarfs, and 
sabsequeotl; the heroes. First, be produced the 
dwarfs, because the mountains lay waste and 
useless, and valuable stores of silver and gold, 
with gems and pearls, were concealed in thorn. 
"nierefore 6od made the dwa^ right wise and 
crafty, tliat they could disfingnish good and bad, 
and to what use all thii^s should be applied. 
They knew the use of genu ; that some of them 
gave strengüi to the wearer, others made him 
invisible, which were called Fog-caps* There- 
fore 6od gave art and wisdom to them, that they 
bnilt them hollow bills ; he gave them nobility, 
so that they, as well as the heroes, were kings 
and lords; and he gave them great riches. And 
the reason why God created the giants, was, that 
they should slay the wild beasts and worms 
(dragons and soipents), and thus enable the 
dwarfs to cultivate the mountains in safety. "BvA 
after some time, It happened that the giaota bo- 
came wicked and unfaithful, and did much harm 

■ Kebel Kippen. — In th« romuces ttemwUei, (ha* axe not 
lepiaHntadu ggiDB, bat M « kind of Tail, wbich isiul«i«dBieiy 
thing coTored by them innnblt. 
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Till UTTaODUCTIOW. 

to the dwarfs. TlieD God created the heroes, 
vho were of a middle rank, between the dwarfs 
and giants. And it should be known that the 
heroes were worthy and faithful for many years, 
and that they were created to come to the as- 
sistance of the dwarfs, against the unfaithful 
j^anta, the beasts and the worms. The land was 
then waste, therefore God made strong heroes, 
and gave them such a nature, that their mind 
was ever bent on manhood, and on battles and 
fights. Among the dwarfs were many kings, 
who had ^nts for their servants ; for they pos- 
sessed rough countries, waste forests, and moan- 
tains near their dwellings. The heroes paid 
all observance and honour to the ladies, protected 
widows and orphans, did no hann to women, 
except when their life was in danger, were 
always ready to assist them, and often shewed 
their manhood before them, both in spirit and in 
earnest. It should also be known that the 
heroes were always emperors, kings, dnkes, 
earls, and served under lords or as knights and 
squires ; and that they were all noblemen, and 
no one was a peasant. And from them are de- 
scended all our lords and noblemen.'"* 

■ llliutrttigüi of Hordiwn AntiqnitiH; AaiämA TmitoDW 
PosUf tod RoDMiiu. pp.11<B. ; 
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INTROBirCTION. " Ut 

We here close our extract, as it is not in- 
tended to make trial of the reader's iiteiary 
'patience or taste for black letter research, «t the 
«xpeuce ef more agreeable requisites. To com,- 
bine the two, as far as was conceived qnite 
.agreeable to the primär; and more popular par- 
ptoses of all fiction, amosing narrative and novelty 
of incident, has been the aim of the following 
pages, however inadequately accomplished. It 
would have opened too wide and unbeaten a 
£eld of enquiry, and would have been too little 
in unison with the light and popular materials of 
the text, to have attempted any detailed analysis 
«nd illustration of the individual origin and 
xamifications of the specimens here adected 
from a rich storehouse of traditionary reliqnes. 
Fur, therefore, from presuming to encroach upon 
ihe ancient domain of learned commentators, 
either of this or a preceding age, al! that the 
.editor has, at most, adventured upon, has been 
to hover a little round the outskirts. To have 
attempted to introduce his readers into all the 
learned labyrinths of those ancient and secluded 
r^ons of romance, " from time immemorial, 
set apart for the old wizards and heroes of the 
jiorth," would have been on bis part far too am- 
bitious ^ effort. 
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X JMTttODUCTIO». 

It is due, ID fairness to Umself, that the 
editor should disclaim an^ pretensions to th6 
more recondite leamiDg^ and patient research 
irhich characterise the pursuits of the g^naine 
antiquary. Nor would he feel himself justified 
in calling for that painful attention so requisite 
on the part of the reader, for a jwoper apprecia- 
tion of such labours. He would sot, however^ 
be understood to insinuate the slightest depreci- 
ation of such irorks; works, which tiirow light 
and .splendour upon by-gone days, and conjure 
up forms of linng beauty, or of glory, which 
were fast disappearing io the mists of antiquity. 
He would rather arow that he hangs with delight 
over the pages of the gifted illustrators of our 
old poetry and drama, or of the linng succes- 
sors of our Ritsons and our Wartons, authors 
who have gone far to complete those great 
outlines of antiqaarian learning and research 
chalked out by tiieir predecessors. To the 
united efforts of Scott, of Weber, of Jamieson ; 
of Herbert, of Douce, of Ellis, and of Duolop ; 
of Percy, of Johnstone, of Heber, and of 
Lockart ; all of whom conjointly, or severally, 
hare so ardently engaged in unfolding to us the 
concealed treasures of the past, — we are in- 
debted for that proud dbtioction to which 
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INTRODUCTIOH. XI 

England may still lay dum, in the highest valka 
of learning, as irell aa of art ; a distinction vhich 
need not shrink from a comparison with that of 
the most famed academicians of France, or the 
still more recondite and laborious efforts of the 
Germans. 

It is scarcely necessary further to observe, on 
the part of the present editor, that he has not 
indulged the ambition of aspiring to any share of 
those honours, which hare been so amply reaped 
bynames like the preceding; though he may 
|>erfaaps be held excused for attempting to glean 
a few scattered fiowera growing in the same 
fields, stretching so widely around the northern 
side of the " Temple of Fame." 

" Of Ootfaie stnctnte vu tha notlbsni side, 
O'erwronght with ornuneDtB of barbunai pride. 
Then huge ealoua roae vith trophiea crown'd. 
And niin'd chwactcca ««e giSTf d uoond : 
There sat Zamolxii with elected tjet. 
And Odin here in mimic trances dies: 
Then on rode iron columns emeu'd viih blood. 
The bonid foimj of Scythian heroes stood : 
Druids Rnd bards '. — their once load harps lUiBtnmg, 
And yoathi that died to be by post« mng." 
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NUAKROUS AUTHOBS AND EDIHONS 



RKINEKE FUCHS. 

(retkakd the fox.) 



Ts& real origin of this very cmiouB conac and sati- 
rical pro^otien is involved, like most fabtas of tha- 
ktnd, in considerable doubt and perplexic;^ "Oi» 
e^iest [vint«d German copy would appear to have 
bee»' that of Üie year 1498, vwitten in the dialect et> 
Lower Saxony-; diough there was a Dutch romance, 
in prose, bearing the same title, " Historie van- 
Reynaert de Vos," published- at Delft, in 1486.' 
The former one, of I49ft, was aftemards trans> 
lated into High German, and' also into Latin, ft has- 
been refmed to various indmdueds as the autlior ; 
most COTomonly to Henry Von Alkmar; but that- 
hts was not the first story of äie kmd, would ap* 
pear ftom bis preface, in which he merdy assumes 
the mmt of its translation. Nicholfis Baomarm, 
who is stated to have written it as a satire upon äie 
chancellor of the duke of JulierS, is another author 
to whom it haS) with less authority however, been 
attributed, his edition bearing no earlier a' date than 
1533. in die translation it is staled to have been 
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boirowed from the Italian and French tongues, but 
its individual origin is not pointed out It is so &r 
left in doubt, whether the German author copied 
from the Dutch publication at Delft, where the sole 
remaining copy is still preserved, or whether both 
were translated or imitated from the French and Ita- 
Uan, or some more hidden materials, of which the 
MSS. have now perished. 

At all events, the Lubec edition of 1 493 i s a work 
BO superior in pomt of power and skill, as wel) as 
in its comic incidents and delineations, as to confer 
upon it the style and character of an original (com- 
position. Its allegorical scenes are well supported ; 
exhibiting under a picture of the court of beasts, the 
various intrigues and interests of a btunan court, 
wh^e every thing is thrown into concision, ^and the 
most daugerous plans are adopted, at the instigation 
of a wily favourite. By such means the Lion risks the 
loss of his dominions, while Reynard (who is sup- 
posed by some to represent the duke of Lorraine), 
and aome other personages, doubtless imitated from 
real life, carry their obnoxious measures. There is 
an old English translation, published by Caston, 
which was executed, it is said, from the Flemish 
version or original. 

Giithe's version is an imitation of the work of 
Alkmar, from the Lower SaJion, composed in hexa- 
meter verse, and in modem phraseology. 

From the number of editions enummted by the 
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learned Fli^el, in bis History of Comic Literature* 
the German Fox would appear to hare been a singu- 
lar favourite with most nattons. Upwards of forty 
editions are mentioned, among which three were 
published in England, besides othera which do not 
appear to have come within the scope of the Gennain 
writer. The English prose version of 1694, from 
which the following specimen of the work has been 
abridged, is one of them, consisting of a free transla- 
tion, and occasional abridgment of the edition of 1498, 
upon which most of the subsequent editicms, indeed, 
both in Germany and elsewhere, seem to be founded. 
The Gennan edition of 1 496 appeared at Lubec in 
small 4to, accompanied by woodcuts, in a rude style 
of iilustralJon and with a preface of four pag«s, firoia 
the pen of Henry Von Alkmar, the wortt its6lf con- 
sisting o^ two hundred and forty-one pt^;es. It is 
composed in common heroic metre, the heroic metre 
of low Dutch ; a copy is still preserved in the Ducal 
Libraryat Wolfenbüttel, with the following motto : 
Vt vnlpia adulatio. 
Nun in der Werlde blyket. ; 



Gel]rk dem v 

At the close is found the date. Anno Domini, 1498, 
Lubek. It was first made Icnown by Profess<nr 

■ Geschichte der KomiicheD Litteiatm, vol. iÜ. p. 40, Li^ 
nitt md Upnc, ITSB. 
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.Hnclanuui, in 1709, who printed an edition of it at 
WoUeobüttel, 1711. Jn the Pidac«, Henry Von 
Alkmar aonowM^a himseJT as a ackoolisaiter, yrha 
bad borrowed his InmslBtion from the French toi^ue, 
bat without llirowing any light npon the real bu- 
Ihor, oc noticing any Dutch xvritfira or commenta- 
ton among liis cootenipcHanes. His name haa by 
»oate baea oonjectiwed to be a raece M»icatioB, and 
-amon^ otbera ^r Henry Lackaun, and by Büscfaing. 
Jrfoit pcobaUy, however, says Ftögd, ASami was 
,bom in tbe ct^ of that nune in HaUand; be nfK- 
»mU himaelf as HtAoaatea to the duke of Lothrin- 
igeo (Lorraine), who died in 1508, at whose request 
-the Flemish w^ric was ßiat composed. The Dutch 
«Titer sxpreuly disdaims all title to iu productioo, 
tbou^ no fHioc Fiench and Italian mateiiids, fkxn 
-which be pTofeMes to baiee tfdien it, have beea dis- 
«ovefed. 

OotbM^ed, in his edition, is iadined to think Alk- 
mar the real origiml author, and that he merely 
feigned its version from other tongues. Thus some 
dispute his word, aDdotfaen bis existence; learned 
opinions clash with «till more learned opinions, and 
conjectures are heaped upon eonjectnres. 

These nnfbrtmtately do not iqipearto have brought 
the learned speculators much nearer to the truth : 
the obscure fables of Reynard the Fox, belong, in 
some form or other, to most nations ; their peculiar 
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«r^iiB lOBing itadf in the mists of uitiqnity.* Nei- 
ther do tbey add any thing to the vUue of Ute w«ife 
«oder discussicm, at all comnietuniBte to tiie abwi- 
^ance and ingenuity of the reaeaiches it teis alidted-t 
What degree of ceitainty, indeed, can be e^wcted, 
»hen the oidy true guide, that of contpariMD of date^ 
and the local intjinsic evidence of the work, has bem 
doobtleBa mystified by the wily sir Reynold, -t/bo 
diose to leavB us miy v^;iie hypothetical conjacMre». 
Without preamniBg to enter into the maas of aaiti- 
qmian leseoich, which fortunately for ihe readen 
(tfaworic of entertainment, lies ai &t beyond the 
editoi^s ambition as his ^ill, he may be allowed t« 
deduce, from the ailments set before him, the |«o> 
bahility of sir R^^naid having brought his learned 
pttiBuera to fault I^ hit ttaiialniHilejiMfTe^ irtttnHng 
to his origiuid seat, on findidg himwdf hard ptetied, 
30 ^y aad miüj, as to reader it impesiible for (he 
best tnmed scent to Inick him boi^ te fail jiatrre 
spot, whethe» in Fioich Flanders, HoUaitd, Italy, 
Germany, or in the East. He may probably bare 
had his or^;m in the anci^kt KeUUt and Dimna in 
these last tegiona ; the nurse of oral aRinu^, mme 

' The tumei otMreral of the chimcteTB in Reynard the Foi 
occur ia «nu af tke tbtms oi lerTent» at tha I^oiAkdooiS •■ 
cul^ullutwelfüicantiiiy. Thiu iLe »me of iMgnm tba wolf , 
and Beinhait, are foimd in two secventel, nttribnled to lung 
Kichald L, who waa alio one of tha Tioubadonn. 

t See Fliigel'a Biatmy of Conic Litcratai«, toI. iii. p. 40— M. 
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eapecially of a long race of eloquent and politic 
foxes, called Choes, celebrated for the wisdom of 
theii maxims over all India. In justice to our own 
country, we must assigin to it the pritnity of the 
printed editionB of sir Reynard's histories and ex- 
ploits, inasmuch as M. Flögel himself, places Caxton's 
edition the earliest in his long series. 

In addition to the eariy Dutch editions, and some 
amaag the French, and Euglish, without any author's 
names, the most esteemed are those of Hackmann, 
Gottsched, and Suhl, with the criticisms of other 
German scholars, all of whom have vied with each 
other in national zeal to illustrate the traditionary 
rdics of their country. 

Swedish and Danish translations are likewise enu- 
merated by M. Flc^, some of which are founded 
upon the more, modem German editions of the same 
woik. Nor are Hebrew and Latin veruoos wanting 
to crown the reputation of its favourite hero, who 
appears to have .been viewed, during successive ge- 
nerations, as a model of moral and pohtical sagacity. 
To what prince or minister it was intended to f^ly, 
and whether as a compliment or a satire, must re- 
main doubtful. The various suppositions on this 
head are rejected by the best German editors, who, 
however, have not attempted to substitute any others 
in theii place. 
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PLEASANT HISTORY 



REYNARD THE FOX. 



About the Feast of Pentecost, which is commonly 
called Whitsuntide, when the woods are full of lusti- 
hood and songs of gallantry, and every tree fresh 
dotbed in its vernal garb of glorious leaves and sweet- 
smeQing blossoms; when the earth is covered with 
her fairest mantle of flowers, and all the birds enter- 
tain her with the delights of their melodious songs; 
even at this joyous period of the lusty spring, the 
lion, that royal king of beasts, the monarch of the 
iuicient woods, thov^ht to celebrate this holy festival, 
and to keep open court at his great palace of San- 
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den, with all tiiumphant ceremony and magnificence. 
To this end he made solemn proclamation over all ' 
his kingdom to all manner of beasts whatsoever, that 
upon pain of being held in contempt, every one 
should resort to the approaching celebration of the 
grand festival. Within a few dap, at lie time pre- 
fixed, all beasts, both great and small, came in infi* 
nite numbers crowding to the court, with the excep- 
tion of Reynard the Fox, who did not appear. Con- 
gciouB as he was of so many trespasses, and trans- 
gressions against the hves and fortunes of other 
beasts, he knew that his presence might have put his 
life into gi'cat jeopardy, and he forbore. 

Now when the royal monarch had assembled his 
whole court, there were few beasts who had not some 
complaint to make against the fox; but especially 
Isegrim the wolf, who being the first and principal 
com[4ainant, came wil^ all his lineage and kindred. 
Standing uncovered before the king, he said, " Most 
dread and dearest sovereign lord the king! Humbly 
I beseech you, that from the height and strength of 
youi great power, and the multitude of your mercies, 
you will graciously take compassion upcm the insuf- 
ferable trespasses and injuries which that unworthy 
creature Reynard the Fox, has lately conuoitted 
against.me and my wife, and my whole family. To 
give your majesty some idea of these wrongs, know 
that this Reynard broke into my Jiouse in my ab- 
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leuce, against the will of me and my wife, where, 
finding my children laid in their quiet couch, he mal- 
treated them in so vile a mamier, especially about the 
eyes, that with the sharpness of the crime ÜtOy fell 
instantly blind.* Now for this offence a day was set 
xpait, wherein Reynard should appeal to justify: him- 
self, and make solemn oath that he was guiltless of 
that foul injury ; but as soon as the holy boc^ was 
tendered to him, be, well knowing his own enormity, 
refused to swear, or rather evaded it, by instantly 
runnii^ into his hole ; in contempt boäi of your ma- 
jesty and your laws. This, perhaps, my dread loid, 
some of the noblest beasts re^dent at your court did 
notlmow: yet this was not enough to satiate his 
maUce, and he continued to trespass against me in 
many oUter things, which, however, neither your 
majesty's tune nor patience would suffice to hear. 
Enough that my injuries are so g?«at that nothmg 
can exceed them, and the shame and villany that he 
has shewn my wife, is such that T can no longer snf- 

* The moral ihews how a vicious nian deceiieg himself by 
thmking to escape punishment b; absenting himself from the 
magiadate'a pnaenc«. By auch contempt be only animHles lii» 
enemiea in their reBOlation to proceed, and makei (hem bidder in 
their complaiata agaiiuChiin. This ii more pAtticuIaily appli- 
cable to ac<:uaatioae at couit, tu appean nboTe, which if they ba 
not speedily met, must endanger the life of the accused. 

Old- £^. Comments 
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fer it ta go umevenged. From liiin I am come to 
demand reparation, and from your majesty compas- 

Whea the wolf had spoken these words there 
stood by him a httle hound, whose name was Curtise 
who now stepping forth, also made a grievous com- 
plaint to the kii^, saying, that in the cold winter 
season, when the irost was most violent, and he was 
half starved by want of [»ey, havii^ nothing further 
left him to sustain life than one poor piece of pud- 
ding, that vile Reynard ran upon him from ambush, 
and unjustly seized it. 

Scarcely had these words escaped the hound's lips, 
before in sprang Tibert the cat, with a fierce and angry 
countenance, and falling down at his majesty's feet, 
exclaimed: " Oh, my lord the kii^, though 1 must 
confess that the fox is here grievously accused ; yet 
were other beasts' . actions searched, each would find 
enough to do to clear himself. Touching the com- 
plaint of Curtise the hound, it was an ofFence com- 
mitted many years ago: and though I myself com- 
pltun of no injury, yet was the pudding mine and not 
his; for I got it one night out of a mill, when the 
miller lay asleep. If Curtise could challenge any 
share thereof, it must be derived solely from me." 
When Panther heard Tibert's words, he stood forth 
and said, " Do you imagine, oh Tibert, that it would 
be just or good that Reynard should not be accused. 
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Why, the whole world knows be ie a murderer, a 
ravisher, and a thief; that he loves not any creature, 
no, not his majesty himself; and would suffer his 
highaess to lose both honour and renown, if he 
thought he could thus obtain so much as the leg of a 
fat pullet. Let me tell you what I saw him do only 
yesterday to Kayward the hare, now standing in the 
king's presence. Under pretence of teaching poor 
Kayward his creed, and maldng a good chaplain of 
him, he persuaded him to come and sit between his 
legs, and aing aloud Credo, Credo. I happened to 
pass that way, and heard the song; and upon going 
nearer, I Found that Mr. Reynard had left his first 
note, and began to play in his old key, for he had 
caught Kayward by the throat, and had I not, at that 
mcHnent come, he had certainly taken his hfe, as 
you may see by . Kaywaid's firesh wound under his 
throat. If my lord the king should sufl'er such con- 
duct to go unpunished, the peace broken, the royal 
dignity profaned, and the just laws violated, your 
princely children many years to come, shall bear the 
slander of this evil." " Doubtless, Panther," cried 
Isegrim, " you say well and true; it is only fit that 
they should receive the benefit of justice, who wish 
to live in peace." 
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Then spoke Grimbard, who was Reyaard's sister's 
stm, being much moved by an|;er : " Isegrim, you 
are malicious, and it is a common proverb, that 
'malice never yet spalce well;' and what can you 
advance against my kinsman, Reynard? 1 wish 
you had only to encounter the risk, that which- 
ever of you had most injured tlie other, was to be 
hanged, and die a felon's death; for I tell you, were 
be here in court, and as much in our monarch's 
favour as you are, it would be but small satisfac- 
tion for you to beg mercy. You have many times 
bitten and torn my kinsman vith youi venomous 
teeth, and much oftener than I can reckon ; thou^ 
I will recal some instances to your shame.* Can 

* He monl tajt, vice ü neTei vithoDt an adTocaU. Bo a 
man erer ao abBudonsd, hs ia nue to find ona at olber to plnd 
Uabaa, especisllj wbere theie U wealth oc gieabieiB to bout 
on the lide of the oSendet, or any alliance of blood to those in 
favour, afl appears in the case of the goat pleadiDg for the fox* 
Fint, because he vat of kin ; next, he wae rich, and able to aa- 
giitbimiit hia deeigna; and lastly rau-y be nbsarved Ibeiniinu- 
ation of tlie adiocate, vho excnaea (he fox's faults with a new 
foim of penitence, doking the evils, than which nothing soonei 
teii^s B good man to believe and to forgive. 

Old Eng. Coma. 
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you have foi^Uen bow you cheated him in r^ard 
to the [daice which he threw down fipm the cart, 
while you followed aloof for fear ? Yet you devoured 
the good plaice alone, and left him nothing but the 
bones, which you could not eat yourself. You play- 
ed the same tiick with the fat ilitch of bacon, which 
was so good, that you took care to devour the whole 
of it yoursdf- When my uncle entreated his share, 
you retorted with scorn : ' Fair y6ung man, you shall 
surely have your share,' and yet you gave him no- 
thing, although be won it at great hazard, iaamiuch 
as the owqer contrived to catch my kinsman in a 
sack, from which he with difficulty got away with 
life. Such injuries hath this Isegrim done to Rey- 
nard i and 1 beseech youi lordships to judge if they 
are suSerable. ^^ain he complains, that my kins- 
man hath wrong^ him in his wife ; and true it is, 
that Reynard could boast her favour seven years be- 
{<xe friend Isegrim did wed her. But if my uncle, 
out of courtesy, did pay her attf ntiona, what is that 
to him ? he took her for better arid worse ; nor ou^t 
be ,to complam of any foregoit^ Oansaction not bc- 
knming to him. Wisdom, indeed, would have c<«i- 
eealed. it, for what credit can he get by the slander of 
bis own wife, especially when she is not a^rieved I 

" Next comea Kaywaid the haie, with his complaint 
in his Unoat, which seems to me a mere trifle. If he 
will kam to lead and sing, and read not his kssoa 
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ari^t, -who will blame the schoolmaster for giving 
him a little wholesome correction : for if scholars are 
not sometimes beaten and chastised, depend upon it, 
they will never learn. Lastly, Curtiae complains, 
that he had stolen a pudding with infinite pains out of 
the window, at a season' when victuals are scarce. 
Would not silence better have become such a trans- 
action? for he stole it : ' Male qutesisti, et male pet- 
didisti ;' it waa evil won, and evil lost ; and who 
shall dare to blame Reynard for the seiiure of stolen 
goods from a thief 7 It is reasonable, that he who 
understands law, and can discern equity, being also 
of high birth as my kinsman is, should do justice to 
the law. Nay, had he hanged up the hound when he 
took him in the fact, he could have offended none but- 
the king in doing justice without leave. Yet, out of 
respect to his majesty he did it not, though he reaps 
small, thanks for his labour; thus subjected to the 
»liest calumnies, which greatly affect him. For my 
unde.is a true and loyal gentleman, nor can he en- 
dure falsehood ; he does nothing without the counsel 
of the priest,' and I assert, that since our lord the 
king proclaimed peace, he never dreamed of injuring 
any -man. He lives like a recluse; only eats one 
meal aday, and it is now a year since he tasted flesh, 
as I.havebeen truly informed by some of his friends 
who saw him only yesterday. He has moreover left 
his castle Malepardus, and ahaiid<»ied his princely ' 
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establiBhment, confioin^ all his wishes to a poor her- 
mit^e. He has forsworn hunting, and scattered 
abroad his wealth, living alone by alms and good 
men's charities ; doing infinite penance for his sins, 
so that he ia became pale and lean wiUt praying and 
&3ting, for he would fam be with God."" 

Thus while Grimbard stood preachii^, they per- 
ceived coming down the hill towards them, stout 
Chanticleer the cock, who brought upon a bier a 
dead hen, whose head. Reynard had bitten clean off, 
and it was brought before the king to take cogni- 
zance thereof. 

* Wlien wicked men cannot compwi tbeir deiigiu b; othei 
mauu, tlwy itadj dacnU and shift to entangle their enemiei. 
Among Ihen tba; find none more powerful than the cloak of re- 
l^ion, withwliich th*; impoee open the ewy faith of the «mpl* 

ud lead Ibem into dangere &oia which tliere ia no eie^ie but 
ihipwicck. Thus the foolish cock lent car again to the si; fox. 
sod the sill; sheep go to the shearing again and again. We may 
also gather, that thongb an enl man may be now and then ex- 
cused for some of bis faults, yet still he is not likely to eacape 
discoreiy at last.— OU £t^. dmm. 
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Chanticleer marching foiemoet, htu^ his wii^^ 
anct smote his feathers piteouely, whilst oa the other 
side the bier went tvo of his fairest hens, Ute fairest 
between Holland and Arden. Each of than b<»e a 
atrai^ht bright bnming tap^, for they were sisten 
to Goppel that lay dead upon the bier ; and as they 
marched, they cried, " Alack, alack, and well-a- 
day, for the death of Goppel, our sister dear." Two 
youDg pullets bore the bier, and cackled so heavily 
and wept bo IoihI for the death oi Goppel, their mo- 
ther, that liie very hiDs echoed to their clamour. On 
reaching the presence of the king, Ghanticleer, kneel- 
ing down, spake as fdlows : " Most merciful dread 
lord the king ! vouchsafe, I do beseech you, to hear 
and redress Ihe injuries which the fox Reynard hath 
done me and my children, whom you here behold 
weeping, as well they may. For it was in the be- 
ginning of April, when the weather was fair, I being 
then in the height of my pride and plumage, sprung 
&om great stock and lineage, with eight valiant sons 
and seven fair daughters by my side, all of whom 
my wife had brought me at a single hatch, all of 
whom were strong and fat, strutting in a yard well 
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fenced lotmd abont Here they bad several diedi, 
beaideB biz stout nuuda" dc^ for their guard, which 
had Uaa the sldns of many wild beasts ; so that my 
children.felt secure from any eril that might happen 
to those mi»e exposed to the snares of the world ; 
bat Reynard, that false and dissemUing traitor, en- 
vying their hsp[^ fortune, many times assailed the 
walls in such desperate manner, that the d(^ were 
ohliged to be loosed, and they hunted him away. 
(Mce, indeed, they overtook aod bit him, makii^ 
him pay the pice of his theft, as his lorn Aia bore 
«ntueaa. Nevetthdess he escaped, the more the 
pity, but we Ured more quiedy some time after ; un- 
til at last, he came la the likeness of a hermit, and 
hrooght mt a letter to read. It was sealed with 
your majesty's royal aeal ; and in it I found written, 
that you had proclaimed peace tbrou^out all your 
realm, and that no manner of beasts or fowl were 
longer to injure one another. Reynard a£Gnned that, 
for his own part, be was become a monk, a cloistered 
recluse, and had vowed to perform daily penance 
for his sins. He next shewed me and counted his 
beads ; he had his books, and wore a haii shirt next 
to his skin, while in a very humble tone he said, 
** You sec, sir Chanttdeer, you have never need to 
be afrud of me henceforward ; ita I have vowed 
never more to eat flesh. I am now waxed old, and 
would only remember my soul : I have yet .my noon 
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and my eveniog prayers to aay ; 1 must therefoie take 
my Ifeave." He departed, sm|;ing his credo äa he 
went, and I saw him lie down under a hawthorn. 
These tidings made me exceedingly glad ; i took no 
further heed, but chuckling my family tt^ther, I 
went to ramble outside the wall, a step I shall for 
ever rue. For tfiat same devout Reynard, lying 
under the bush, came cree|iing between us and the 
gate ; then suddenly surprised one of my children, 
which : he thrust into his maw, and to my great sor- , 
row bore away. For having tasted the sweetness of 
our flesh, neiüier hunter aoi hound can protect u3 
from him. Night and day he continues to watch 
us with such hungry assiduity, that out of fifteen 
children he hath now left me only four unslain. 
Yesterday, my daughter Goppel, here, lying dead 
upon her bier, her body being rescued by die ar- 
rival of a pack of hounds, too late, alas I hath fallen, 
after her mother, a victim to his arts. This is my 
just comjdaint, which I refer to your higfanese's 
mercy to have compassion upon, and upon my many 
slaughtered children." 

Then spake the king : " Sir Grimbard, hear you 
this of your uncle, the recluse 7 He seems to have 
tasted and prayed with a vengeance ; but if I live 
another year he shall dearly abide it. For you, 
Chanticleer, your complaint is heard, and shall be 
repaired. We will bestow handsome obsequies upon 
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your daughter dead, laying bet in the earth with 
ulmn dii^ and worehip due. This done, we will 
ctm^lt with our lords how to do you ri^t, and 
ining the murderer to Justice." 

Then began the Plaeido Domine, with all the 
verses bebnging to it, too many to recite i the dirge 
being done, the body was interred, and over it was 
placed a fair marble stone, polished as bright as glass, 
upon which was inscribed the following epiteph in 
large letters : " Goppel, Chanticleer's daughter, whom 
Reynard the fox has slain, lieth here interred ! — 
Mourn, reader, mourn; for her death was violent 
and lamentable." 

The monarch next sent for his Ituds and wisest 
counsellors, to consult how best this foul murder 
committed by Reynard might be punished. la the 
end it was concluded that he should be sent for, and 
without any excuse be made to appear before the 
lung, to answer these chaiges, and the messag« be 
delivered by Brum the bear. The king gave con- 
sent, and calling him before him, said, " Sir Bruin, 
it is our pleasure that you deliver this message, yet 
in so doing, have a good eye to yourself; for Rey- 
nard is full of poUcy, and knows well bow to dis- 
semble, flatter, and betray. Me has a worid of 
»ares to entangle you withal, and without, great ex- 
ercise of judgment will make a mock and scorn of 
the most consummate wisdom." 
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** My lord," uiswered sir Brutn, " fet me alone, 
wiäi Reynard; I am BOt such a truant to (üsCretioa 
as to become a. mock for his knavery." And dins' 
full of jollity the bear took his departure to fetch 
Reynard : if his return be aa jovial> there is no ten 
(^ his well speeding.* 



The next morning away went sir Bhiin the bear 
in quest of the fox, armed against all kinds of plots 
and deceit whatsoever : and as he went along through 
a dark forest in which Reynard had a by-path which 
he used when he was out hunting, or being hunted, 
he saw a high mountain, over which he must pass to 
reach Malepardus. For though Reynard had many 
houses, Malepardus is his chief and most ancient 
castle, and there he resorted both for defence and 

* The king's aniwei to «r Biock shcwi the danger of ezcds- 
ing bad actiom ; for Üieii beiog ducloied redoond to the de- 
fender's shame. Inlheraanaichwemay seetheeffects ofagood 
disposition, as eipressed. in the bononrs sod iftes of bniial' 
bestowed opon Goppel, which is soHMstlevialioD for Qie gii^of 
huiebtioas. The bear's eagtaneM la bring the fos Aews tin 
plBBsoia (tf Si tnalicdaui man about to bs emplojod against bis 
enem]', and how freqaootlj sncli ill hopes miscanj. — Eitract 
ßem (M Eng. Cmin. 
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pletisaie. When Bruin at length came to the place, 
hftfinrndtlie gates close shut; at which, after he had 
knocked, sitüag upon his tail, he c^Ud aloud, " Sir 
Eeynaid, are you at home ? I am Bmn, your Inn»- 
ntaa, sent by the king to summon you to court» to 
answer the many foul accusationg laid at youi dow. 
His majesty hath taken a great vow, that if you fail 
to appear to the summons, your life shall answer ft« 
your cont«iq>t, and your whole goods and honors 
become confiscated to the crown. Therefore, hir 
kinsman, be advised by your friend, and come 'widk 
me to court, in order to shun the fate that wSl' 
otherwise overtake you:" so s^d the bear. Rey- 
nard, who was lying near the gate, as «as his custom, 
basking in the sun, beaiiog these words departed 
into one of his holes, Makpaidus being full cf many 
intricate and curious apartments, through which he 
coutd pass in caae of danger or for objects of prey, 
where he determined to commune with himself 
awhile how best he might counterplot, and bring the 
bear into disgrace, while he added to his own credit. 
For he detested the bear ; and at last coming forth, 
said, " Is it you, dear uncle &utn? you are exceed- 
ing welcome, and excuse my delay in saying so ; but 
the truth is, that when you began tospeak I was say- 
ii^ my vespers, ^d devotion must not be n^iecl«d 
for any worUly ccmcems. Yet i believe he hath 
done you no good service, nor do I thank him who 
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hath seat you hither, a long and weary journey, in 
which your sweat and toil far exceed the worth of 
the labour performed. It is certain that had you 
not come, I had to-morrow attended the court of 
mine own accord. As it is, however, my regret is 
much diminished, because your counsel just at this 
tirae may turn to my double benefit. Alas I uncle, 
could his majesty find no meaner a messenger than 
your noble self to employ in these trivial afl^rs? 
Truly it appears strange to me, especially since, next 
his royal self, you are of greatest renown, both in 
point of blood and riches. For my part, I would 
that we were both at court, as 1 fear oiu: journey will 
be exceedingly troublesome. To say truth, since 
my entire abstinence from flesh, I have lived upon 
strange new meats, which have very much disagreed 
with me, and swelled my body as if it was about to 
burst." " Alas ! dear cousin," said the bear, " what 
kind of meat can it be that makes you so ilt?" 
" Uncle," he repUed, "what will it avail you to 
know ? The food was »mple and mean , we poor 
gentry are no lords you know, but are glad to eat 
from necessity what others taste for mere wanton- 
ness. Yet not to delay you, that which I eat was 
honey-combs, large, fitU, and very pleasant. But, 
impelled by hunger, I eat so very immoderately that 
I was afterwards infinitely distempered." "Aye I" 
quoth Bruin, " hon^combs, do you say ? Hold you 
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them in such slight lespect, nephew? Whj, sir, 
it IB food for the greatest emperocB in the wor|d : 
hdp me, fait nephew, to some of these honeycombs, 
and command me while I live; for only a smaQ 
share I will be your servant everlastiDgly."* " You 
aie jesüng with me, surely, imcle;" repUed the 
fin. " Jest with you," ciied Bruin 1 " beshrew my 
heart, then ; fijr I am in such serious good earoest, 
that for a sii^le lick of the same, you Ehall count 
me among the moat faithfid of your kindrad.'.' 
" Nay, if you be," returned Reynard, " I will bring 
you where ten of you would not be able to eat 
the whole at a meal. This I do out of friendship, 
for I wish to have yours in return, which above all 
things I desire." "Not ten of us I" cried the 

■ Id tili* encoanlei is Bipresisd Ihe dianniulsticn of two 
wicked peraoiu plotting each odier'i'mii ; ia which, thanulk the 
no« wil; obtain the Kdvantags Bt firat, tba jast came preTail« in 
the end. In the bear's voiacity foi honej we see the iU efiects 
ofhlooae appetite, omitIiiig,foithe lakeafamomaDt'spleanu«, 
Bare impoitani hoaiueu. In the huts held oat b; the fox is 
■hewn the triumph of policy, holding ont such temptsdona aa 
aie adapted to the charactai and the occaaion. Thui the poor 
bear ii not onlj wonnded and in danger of hia life, but nude a 
laoghing'atock to hi« enemiaB ; while the crnelty pnictiaed on 
Un by UM people diaplays the fate of a bad man caught in bia 
ownaaarea, when each and all of thou he huinjaiedaie eager 
to Rep forward, and haxe a blow at him, in ocder to rareHge 
llenuelTea fot hie old offencea.— Eilract^Tvin EagliA Coma. 
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bear, " Not ten of ub I it is impossible; ibr had 
I all the honey between Hybla. and Portagid, 1 
could eat the whole of it very shortly mys^." 
" Then know, unde, diat near at hand, there dwells 
a hustiaiidniaD, named Lanfeit, who is master of so 
much that you conld not consume it in seven years, 
mod this, for your love and friendship's sake, I will 
pnt into yoMT -possession." Bruin now mad for the 
btai^, swore, fliat for one good roeal, he would stop 
the mouths of all Reynard'a enemies. Smihng at his 
easy credulity, the latter said : " If you would wish 
for seven ton, unde, you shall have it;" and these 
words pleased the bear so much, and made it so 
{Jeasant, that he could not actually stand for laugh- 
ing. " "Well," thought the foi, " this is good for- 
tune ; though I will assuredly lead him where he 
shall laugh more m reason." He then said: "Unde, 
we must lose no time, and I will spare no pains ; 
such as I would not undertake for any of my kin." 
The beat gave htm thanks, and away they went to- 
gedier. the fox promismg as much honey as he could 
carry; bat meaning as many stripes as he could un- 
dergo. At length they came to Lanfert's house, Ute 
sight of which made the bear caper for joy. This 
Laufert was a stout brawny carpenter, who the 
other day had brought into his yard a large oak, 
which he bad begun to cleare, and struck mto it two 
wedges, 90 that the cleft lay a great way open, at 
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which the fox Rejoiced, as it was just what he wished. 
Tbea, with a smilii^ countenance, tinning to the 
bear: " Behold now," he said, " dear uncle, and be 
careful of yourself; for within this tree is cwitained 
10 much honey, that if you can get to it, yon will 
find it immeasurable, yet be cautious, good uncle, 
and eat moderately. The combs are sweet and good, 
but a surfeit is always dangerous, and may prove 
trouUesome on your joumey, which I would not for 
the world, as no harm can happen to yt)u but must 
redound to my dishonor." " Concern not yourself, 
fbf me faith, nephew Reynard : I am not such a fool 
but I can temper my ^petite if 1 can only get at the 
btmey." " Trae, I was peibaps too bold to say 
what I did, my best uncle ; so I pray you enter in 
at the end, and you shall there find what you want." 
With all haste the bear entered Üie tree with his fore 
feet forward, and thrust his head into the hole quite 
pver the ears. When the fox saw this, he instantly 
ran and pulled the wedges out of the tree, so that 
the bear remained locked fast. Neither flattery n<» 
anger now availed the bear ; for his nephew had got 
him in so fast a prison, that it was Impossible to free 
himsdf by any manceuvre. What profited him his 
great stsength and Talour now ? They only served to 
irritate and «imoy him ; and deprived of all relief, 
he began to howl and bray, to scratch and tumble, 
and make auch a sense, that Lanf«t cuoe running 
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hastily out of the bouse, to see what vas the matter. 
He held a sharp hook ia his hand, and while the 
bear lay tearing and loaring in the tree, the fox cried 
ont in scom; " He is coming, uncle 1 I fear you will 
not like the honey; is it good? Do not eat too 
miicb ; pleasant things are apt to surfeit, and you 
will delay your journey back to court. If your belly 
be too full, Lanfert will give you drink to digest it :" 
having said which, he set off towards his castle again. 
Lanfert findhg that the bear was taken fast, ran to 
his neighbours and desired them to come. The 
tidings spreading through the town, there was ne- 
ther man, woman, nor child, but ran to see, some 
with one weapon, and some with another ; goads, 
rakes, broom-staves, and whatever they could lay 
hands on. The priest bore the handle of a large 
cross, the clerk had holy vrater, and the priesf b wife, 
dame JuUock, brought her distaif, as she happened 
to be spmning. Nay, the old beldames came, that 
had never a tooth in their heads. Hearing the ap- 
proach of this army. Bruin fell into great fear, there 
being none but himself to withstand them ; and as 
they came thundering down upon him, he stni^^ 
so fiercely, that he contrived to get his head out of 
jeopardy, by leaving behmd the best part of the skin, 
along with his ears, insomuch that never age beheld 
a more foul ugly beast For the blood covered 
hie face and hands, leaving hit claws and skin be- 
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hind him, so that he could hardly move or see. It 
was an ill market he came too, for in spite of this tor- 
ment, Lanfert and his crew came upon him, and so 
belaboured him with staves and hooks and take«, 
that it m^;ht well be a warning to every one taken 
in misery, shewing how the weakest must evermore 
go to the wall. This Bruin cruelly experienced, 
every one ven^g their iury upon his hide, even 
Houghlin, with his crooked leg, and Ludolf with 
the long bioad nose ; the one armed with a leaden 
mall, and the other with an iron scouige. None 
bshed so hard as sir Bertolf with, the long fingen, 
and none annoyed him more thaa Lanfert and Or- 
tam, one being armed with a sharp Welch hook, and 
the second with a crooked staff heavily leaded at the 
end, with which he used to play at stab-ball. There 
was Buikin and Annes Ablequack, Bane the priest, 
with iÜB cioes-handle, and Jullock his wife. All 
these so belaboured the poor bear, that his life was 
m extreme jeopardy ; he sat and sighed sadly during 
the massacre ; but the thundering wdght of Lan- 
fert's fierce blows was the most cruel to bear. For 
Dame Podge, at Casport.was his mother, and his 
father was Marob, the st^le-maker, a passing stout 
man when he was alone. From him Bruin received 
such a ^ower of stones, at the same time that Lan- 
ÜErf s brother wielded him a savage blow upon the 
pat«, that he could no longer see nor bear; but 
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made a asperate plunge into the adjoiniiig rirer, 
through a cluster of old wives standing by, manj of 
whom he threw into the watCT, which was broad and 
deep, am<H)g whom was the parson's wife. Seeing 
her floating there like a sea-mew, the holyman leftoff 
striking the bear, crying out, "Help, oh help; dame 
Jultock is in the water I I absolve the man, woman, 
er child that saves her, from all their sins and trans- 
gressions, past andtocoBie; and I remit all penance." 
Hearing this, all left the pursiut of the bear to svc- 
cour Same Jullock, upon which Bruincut t^ stream 
with fresh strength, and swam away. The priest only 
pursued him, crying in great rage, " Tom, villain, 
turn, that I may be revenged upon thee." But the 
bear having the advantage of the stream, heeded not 
his calling, for he was i»oud of the trimnph of hav- 
ing escaped from them. He bitterty cursed Üie honey 
tree, and more bitterly the fi», who had not only 
betrayed him, but made him lose bis hood from his 
face, and his leather gloves from his fingers. In this 
cimdiUon he swam aboot three miles down the stream, 
when he grew so very weary that he was obliged to 
se^ K landing. The Uood trickled down his face : 
he sighed and drew his breath so short, that it seem- 
ed as if his last hour was come. 

Meanwhile the fox, on his way home, bad stolen 
a fat pullet, and running through a by-path to ehide 
pursuit, he now came towards the river with infinite 
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joy. For he never doubted but the bear was skin, 
and he therefore said ; " My fortune a amde, for 
ay greatest enemy at the court ia dead, and no one 
can 9u«pect me." But as be spoke, looking towards 
tke river aide, he espied the bear lying down to ease 
his grievous wounds. At this sight Reynard's heart 
BMBgave him, and he raiked bitterly agKinit Ltani^rt 
the carpenter; cursing him for a siHy fool, that did 
not know bow to kill a bear in a trap. " What mkd- 
maa" he cried, " would have kwt such good veniaon ; 
aafat and wholeac»ne, and which lay taken to bis hand t 
A wise man would have been proud of the fbrtune 
which t^ou, like a fool, hast n^lected." Thua fret- 
ting and <duding he came to the river, whare be 
found the beai covered whh wounds, which Reynard 
alone bad caused. Yet he said in scnn as he passed, 
" Hottsieur, Dieu vous garde '." " O tbou tmi red ' 
villain," awl tbe bear to himself, " ^at in^ndeDCe 
can apmi th»e V But the fox continued bta spaech ; 
" What, muje, bave you fivgotten every thing at La«- 
fert, or have you paid for the hODey-OHnba you 
«tdt t I wosld rather psry for them aayself, than that 
ymi diovdd incnr any disgrace. If the hon^ was 
good, you may have plenty more at the same price. 
Good uncle, tell me before I go, into what order do 
you mean to enter, that you wear this aew-hshiomd 
hood? Will you be a monk, an aUxit, oraäiar? 
He that Slaved your crown, ae^iu also to bam or^ 
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yooT ears ; your forelock U lost, and your leather 
gloves are gone. Fie, sloven 1 go not bare-headed I 
They say you can üng peecavi rarely." These taimts 
made Bruin mad with rage ; but because he could 
not talie lerenge, he was obliged to let him talk on. 
At last, to avoid bim, he plunged ^ain into the nver 
and landed on the other side, where he began to me- 
ditate how best he might reach the court; for he had 
lost both his ears and his talons, and could scarcely 
walk. Yet of necessity he must move forward, whidi 
he could only do by setting his buttocks npcm the 
ground, and tumbling his body over and over. In 
this maimer he first rolled about half a mile, then 
tested, and rolled another half mile, until by dint of 
perseverance, he tumUed his way to court. Witness- 
ing his strange method of approach, a number of 
courtiers gazed upon him as a sort of prodigy, Uttle 
deeraing that it was the famous sir Bruin the bear. 

The lung himself was the first who recognized 
him, and he said : " It is sir Bruin my servant : what' 
villains have wounded him thus ? Where can he 
have been, that he could contrive it— to bring 
his death as it were back with him ? let us hear what 
tidings he has got" " O, my dread sovereign, 
fand the king," cried out the bear, " I have to com* 
-^ain grievously. Bebdd how I ara massacred ; a 
maSAacre I huml^ beseech you to revenge on that 
falte, malignant R^nard, who hath wrought me thi» 



u.g.t.r6=.i. Google 



RETHARD THB.FOX. 33 

Ibul . disgrace and slaughter, merely because I have 
done your royal pleasure in conTeying him a sum^ 
mans to court." His majesty then said, ' How durst 
he do this thing ? Now, by my ci'own I swear, 1 
will take such. revenge, as shall make the traitor 
toemble, and remember the foul deed." So forthwith 
the king summoned his whole council, and consulted 
how, and in what way to proceed most efficaciously 
against the wily fox. At length, after much discus- 
sion, it was unanimously concluded, that he should 
be ^ain summoned to appear and answer his trans- 
gressions in person. The party now appointed to 
execute the summons was Tibert the cat, being 
equally recommended for his gravity and his wisdom ; 
an appointment likewise well pleasing to the king. 



Them the Idng called for sir Tibert the cat, and 
said : " Sir Hbert, you shall go to Reynard and sum- 
mon lum the second time, and command him to ap- 
pear and answer his offences ; for though he be cruel 
to other beasts, to you he is courteous. Assure him 
if he fail at the first sununons, that I will take so se- 
o5 
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rere a course agaiast him, and his posterity, that bis 
»ain[^ shall terrify all offenders." Then said THbert 
Ihe cat: " My dread lord, they were my foes wliioh 
thus advised yon, for there is nothing I can do that 
can force him to come or to tarry. 1 do beSeech 
your mtyesty send some one of greater pover: I am 
small and foeble ; for if noble sir Bruin, who wak so 
strong and mighty, could not compel him, what will 
my weakness avail ?" The king replied : " It is your 
wisdom, eir Tibert, that I employ, and not yoor 
strength ; many prevail with art, when violence n- 
tums home with labor lost." " WeH," said Tibert, 
" smce it is your pleasure, it must be accompUshed, 
and heaven make my fortune better than my heart 
presages 1" 

Tibert then made things in readiness and went to 
Malepardus.* In his journey he saw come flying 
towards him one of St. Martin's birds, to whom the 

* B; gending the cat to bring tLe fox, u eipiest the am of 
miniBteiB, «ho when they hate been deceived by the pride and 
OBlentaticm of «uch at they did employ and thought discreet, 
Ihej became more careful in Belecling truly wise men, ca|iahle 
of circnmTenting the wiidom of their euemiea by still sapttiot 
skill. In the:cat's onwillbgaeSB to go, is shewn how aveiM « 
vise man is to meddle in dangeroui msttera, espadally when 
thby have sense to see, that the paily with whom they are about 
to deal Is more than their mslrh. Yet, when authority will 
employ thna, it bMomea their duty to obey, ittd to tfl^ct «h» 
thoy m sUe.— £[lra«t>Bin OU Eng. CoMm. 
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cat cried aloud, " Haill gentle bird 1 I beseech thee 
tum tby wings, and fly ob my right hand." But the 
Isrd, alas, flew on the left side, at which eight the caA 
grew very heavy, for he was well skilled in augury, 
and knew the sign to be ominous, Nevertheleas, iU 
many do, he armed himself with better hopes, ftnd 
went to Malep^us, where he found the fox stand- 
ing before the castle gates, to whom Tibert said: 
" Health to my fair cousin Reynard; the king by me_ 
«unmions you to the court, in whidi if you fail w 
delay, there is nothing that can prevent your suddts 
and cruel deatii." The fox answered, " Wdcome, 
dear cousin Tibert ; I obey your command, and wish 
the king my lord infinite days of hftppiuesB. Only 
let me entreat you to rest with me to night, and 
accept such cheer as my simple house aäöids. TW 
morrow as eaily as you will, we will proceed towards 
the couit, for I have no kinsman ndkom I trust ao 
nearly as yourself. There came hither the other day 
diat treacherous knight sir Bruin, who looked upon 
me with that tyrannous cruelty, that I would not ior 
the wealth of an empire hazard my person with him ; 
but with you, dear cousin, I will go, were a thousand 
diseases eatii^ up my vitals." Tibert re[died : " You 
speak like a noble gentleman, and it will now perhaps 
be best to move forwaid, for the moon shines as 
bright as day." " Nay, dear cousin," said the fox, 
"let us take day before us, so that we may know our 
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friends when ve meet ; the night is fuU of dai^rs and ' 
Buspicions." Well," said the other, " if it be your 
pleasure, I am content ; what shall we eat V Reynard 
said, " Truly my store is Biqall, the best I have b a 
honey-comb too pleasant and sweet, what think you 
of it yourself!" Tibert replied, " It is meat I iitüe 
carä for, and seldom eat : I had rather have a single 
mouse than all the honey in Europe." " A mouse, 
dear cousin," said Reynard, " why here dwells hard 
hy a priest, who has a barn so full of mice, that I 
believe half the wains in the parish would not carry 
them away." " Then, deai Reynard," cried the cat, "do 
but you lead me thither, and make me your servant' 
for ever." " But," said the fox, " do you love mice 
so much as that comes to V " Beyond expression, 
I do," quoth the other, " a mouse is better than any 
venison, or the best cates on a foince'g t^le. Con- 
duct me therefore thither and command me after- 
murds in' any of your afiturs. Had you slain my 
fatiier, my mother, and all my kin, I would Ireely 
forgive you now." 
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*' Surely," said Reynard, " you do but jest 1" " No 
by my life," replied the cat. " Well, then, if you be 
in e^aest, I wiQ so contrive this very n^ht, that yon 
Aall have your fill." " Is it possible V said the cat 
" Only follow me," said Reynold, " I wilt bring you 
to the {dace presently." So away they went with all 
speed towaids the pnest'a bam, well fenced about 
with a mud wall, where, but die night before, the 
fox-had broken in, and stolen an exceeding fat pullet 
from the jolly jnest. Now the priest was so angry, 
tfaat he had set a trap before the hde to catch the 
thief at his next coming, which the fox w^ knew, 
and therefore he said to the cat : " sir Tibert, 
here is the hole, creep in 1 It will not take you a 
minute before you find more mice than you are able 
to devour: hear you how they squeak? But come' 
back when you are full and I will wait here for you,' 
that we may then proceed together towards comt. 
Stay not long, for 1 know my wife is expecting us." 
" But thiidi you I may safely enter in at this bole?" 
inquired the cat; " these priests are very wily and 
subtle, end often conceal their snares very close ; 
making the rash fool sorely repent." " Why, cousin 
Tibert," said' Reynard, "are you turning cowud? 
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What, man, fear you a shadow ?" Quite ashamed, 
the cat sprang quickly in, and was caught fast by the 
neck in the gin. He tried to leap back, which only 
brought the snare closer, so that he was half stran- 
gled, and struggled and cried out piteously. Reynard 
stood before the hole and heard all, at which he 
greatly rejoiced, and cried in scom, " Cousin Tibert, 
love you mice? I hope they aie fat for your sake. 
Did the Priest or Martinet know of your feasting, I 
know them so well, they would bring you sauce to your 
meat very quickly. What, you sing at your meat: is 
that the court fashion now? If so, I only wish, that 
Isegrim the wolf bore you company, that all my 
friends might feast together." 

Meanwhile the poor cat was fast, and mewed so 
sadly, that Martinet leaped out of his bed and cried 
to his people, " Up, up 1 for the thief is taken that 
cai^ht our hens." At these words the priest nn- 
lackily rase, awaking his whole household, and cry- 
ing, " The fox is taken ! the fox is taken t" Not 
half dressed, he handed his wife the sacred taper, 
and running first, he smote Tibert a blow with a 
huge staff, while many others followed his example. 
The cat received many deadly blows ; for the anger 
of Martinet was so great, that he struck out one of 
the oat's eyes, which he did to please the priest, in* 
tending 1o dash out the poor Tiber^s brains at a^ 
blow. Behcdding d«ith so near, sir Tibert made a 



^.yCoOglC 



REYNARD THB F0\-. 3D 

deaperate effort, and jumping between the priest's 
legs, fastened there in a style that caused him the 
most excruciating pain. When dame JiiUoct, his 
wife, saw this, she cried out, and swore in the bitter- 
ness of her heart, and withal cursed the gin, which 
she wished, along with its inventor, at the devil. 

AU this while Reynaid stood before the hole, and 
seeing what passed, laughed so excessively that he 
was ready to bnrst ; but the poor priest fell down in 
a swoon, and every one left the cat, in order to 
revive the priest. During this last scene, the fox set 
off back again to Malepardus, for he believed that it 
was now all over with sir Tibert. But he, seeing his 
foes so busy about the priest, began to gnaw his 
cord, until he bit it quite asunder. He then leaped 
out of the hole, and went roaring and tumbling like 
his predecessor, the bear, back to the court. Before he 
readied it, it was wide day, and the sun being risen, 
he entered the king's court in a most pitiful pl^ht. 
For his body was beaten and bruised to a jelly, owing 
to.Üw fox's craft; his bones were shivered and I»y>- 
ken, one of his eyes lost, and his skin rent and 
mangled. This when the king beheld, he grew a 
Aousand times more angry than before. He sum- 
moned hU council, and debated upon the surest 
means of revering such injuries upon the head of 
tbe fox. After long coosultatlou Grimbard the f^t, 
Reynard's sitter's son, said to the rest of the king's 
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council, " Good, my lords, though my uncle were 
twice as bad as he is represented, yet there is remedy 
enoi^h against his mischiefs, and it a fit you do him 
the justice due to a man of hia rank, by summoning ' 
him a third time, ' and then it will be time to pro- 
nounce him guilty of all that is laid to his charge." 
" But," said hia majesty, " who will now be found 
BO desperate as to hazard his hands, his ears, nay, 
his very life, with one so tyrannical and irreligious T' 
" Truly," tmswered the goat, " if it i^ease your ma- 
jesty, I am that desperate person, who will venture 
to carry the message to my most subtle kinsman, if 
your highness but command me." 



Then said the king, "Go, Grnnbard, for I oom- 
mand you ; yet take good heed of Reynard, for he 
is subtle and malicious." Grimbard thanked his 

* In the million of the goU ia ahewn tbe policj ol nnplojing 
the vicioua maa'i wenponi e^aiuat himaelf. When he ttii be 
preTÜled upon by do otbei nwana, it ia moat poJilic to «end ttne 
of hii own kindTed, se canning oa himwlf, who b; the ditplay of 
■fiecdoi and of s^umeut, maywinhtm o*Br; u afiectiMk U 
known to be a pterailing onWi.—Sitnetfiem Otd Eng. Cmtm. 
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majesty ; and so taking hia humble leave, he went 
to Malepardua, where he found Reynard, and Er- 
melin, his wife, amusing themiselves with their chil- 
dren. Having first saluted his aunt and uncle, he 
said, " Take heed, fair uncle, lest your absence from 
court cause more mischief than the ofience deserves. 
Indeed, it is high time to appear, for delay brings 
only greater danger and puaishment The complaints 
gainst you are infinite, and this is your third sum- 
mons. Yoni wisdom may therefore t£ll you, that 
no hope of mercy can longer remain for you and 
yours ; within three days your castle will be be- 
leaguered and demolished, your kindred made slaves, 
and you yourself reserved for a public example. 
Do, my dear uncle, then, I beseech you, recal your 
better wisdom, and return with ine forthwith to the 
court. I doubt not bat your discretion will find 
words to excuse you; for you have surmounted many 
wonderful perils, and brought your foes to shame, whilst 
the innocence of your cause hath often borne you 
spotless from the tribunal." Reynard answered and 
said, " Nephew, you say true ; I will be advised, 
and go with you ; not to answer for ofiences, but be- 
cause I know that the court stands in need of my 
counsel. Nor do I doubt the king's mercy if I can 
once gain bis ear, though mine ofiences were double, 
and my sins as red as scarlet ; for I know the court 
cannot stand without me, and that his majesty shall 
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truly uOd^^taiid. Thoi^h I know 1 have many 
eflemies, yet it tiouUes me not, for my innocence 
shall amfound their inquiries, and they shall learn to 
their cost, that in high matto« of Btale and policy 
Reynard cannot be dispensed with. They may haip 
upcm ii^uries as long as they please, but the pith of 
the afiair must rest upmt my relation. Their envy 
mitde me leave the court ; for though their shallow 
wits cannot di^race me, their multitudes may at last 
oppress me. Still, nephew, I will go with you to 
the court, and beaid my enemies to their face, for 1 
will not hazard the welfare of my wife and children 
by opposing the king, he is too powerful ; and though 
he do me great injury, 1 will ever hear it padently." 
Having thus spoten, he turned to hb wife, and said, 
" Dame Ennetin, take care of my children, especially 
Reyniktn, my youngest boy, for he has much of my 
love, and I hope he will follow in my steps. Rössel 
too promises well, and I love them both truly. There* 
fiwe have an eye upon them, and if I should eaczjpe, 
doubt not but my love shall requite you." At these 
words Erroetin wept, and could not say farewell, and 
ber children howled to see their mother's sorrow ; 
for their lord and provider was gone, and Malepar- 
duB left unvictualled. 
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When Reynard and Grimbard had proceeded some 
way on their journey, the former stopped and 
said, " Fair nephew, blame me not if I say ray heart 
U very heavy, for my hfe is in great jeopardy. Would 
that to blot out my manifold sins and cast off so 
great a burden, I might here repent and be shriven 
by you. I know you are holy ; and having received 
penance for my sin, my soul will be more quiet 
within me," Grimbard bid him proceed. " Then," 
BBJd the fox, " ConfiUboT tibi, paler," " Nay," in- 
terrupted the Brock, " if you will shrive to me, do 
it in English, that i may understand you." " Then," 
resumed Reynard, " ! have grievously offended 

* 'V^eii evil mm fall into dangerg \b»f am always moM reli- 
giouj. By apiDg a shcv vi penitence, they Uj to move pity in 
ill who cannot penetrate the folJa of tlieic knaiery and deceit. 
Thtt». bowcTerbiid, tbey contrive to keep a good name, and 
impose upon the good. opinion of the pnhlic. By the absolution 
giTan to the foi, ia aevn how soon an honest simple man may be 
bioogbt to believa a kn&w's penitence, and how ready he il to 
fMjive Dpon any ngai of contrition. The fox taking the goM 
mintd by the monaMery, and seiöng upon the capon, ehewi that 
where lice ha» becoioe habitual, it will etill coniinoe to break 
out, in spite of all (he hypocrisy employed to conceal it. A 
knare will be a knave notwithstanding all peianasion and good 
conaul to the contrary.— £itra(t./niii> Old Eng. Cnnh 
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against all the beasts that live, and especially against 
mine uncle Brain the bear, whom I lately almost 
massacred, and Tibert the cat, whom I no less 
cruelly »unared in a gin. I have trespassed against 
Chanticleer and his children, and have devoured 
many of them. Nay, the king has not been safe 
from my maUce ; for I have slandered him, and not 
respected the name of the queen. I have betrayed 
Isegrim the wolf, while I called him uncle, though 
no part of his blood ran in my veins. I made him a 
monk of Esinane, where I became also one of the 
, order, only to do him open mischief. I made him 
bind his &K>t to the bell rope to teach him to ring ; 
but the peal had like to have cost him his life, the 
parishioners beat and wounded him bo very sorely. 
After this I taught him to catch fish ; but he got 
soundly beaten for it, and beareth the stripes to this 
moment, f led him into a rich priest's house to 
steal bacon, where he eat so much, that unable to 
get out where he came in, I raised all the town upon 
him ; and while the priest ran from table, I seized 
upon a fat fowl, while the jaiest and his people were 
busy cudgelling the sides of Isegrim. At last the 
wolf fell down as if he had been dead, and they 
dragged his body over rocks and stones until they 
came to an old ditch, where they threw him in. 
There he lay groaning all night, and how he ever got 
thence I know not. Another time I led him to a 
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place, where I told him there were seven cocks and 
bens perched together all in excellent condition, 
and hard by stood a false door, upon which we 
climbed. I said that if he could contrive to creep in, 
he should bare the fowls. Itegrim with much joy 
went laughing to the door, and pushing forward, he 
said, ' Reynard, you deceive me ; for here is no- 
thing.' ' Then,' replied I, ' uncle, they must be 
forther in ; and if you will have them, you must 
venture for them.' At this the wolf going a little 
farther, I gave him a push forward, so that he fell 
down into the house with such an infernal noise and 
clatter, that all who were asleep in the house awoke, 
and cried out, ' What dreadful noise was that? what 
has fallen from the trap-door V So they rose, one 
and all, lighted a candle, and espying him, took 
such measures that they wounded him almost to 
death. Thus 1 brought the wcA( into many hazards 
of his Ufe, more than I can well remember ; but I 
will repeat them to you hereafter, as they occur to 
me. I have also most grievously offended against 
dame Ersewinde, bis wife, of which I much repent 
me, as it was highly to her discredit" " Uncle," 
said Grimbard, " you make your shrift imperfect ; I 
hardly understand you." " Pardon me, sweet ne- 
l^ew ; but you know I dislike casting aspersions on 
women ; it is simply that ehe liked me, and preferred 
nty cfHnpany to that of Isegrim. TImib I have told 



u.g.t.r6=.i. Google 



46 REYNARD THE FOX 



you a.U my wickedness ; and now order lay p 
as abäU seem best." Now Gfimbanl betn^ both 
tearaed and wise, broke a switch from a tree, and 
said, " Nephew, you shall thiee times strike y^uj 
body with this rod : then lay it dowa upon the 
ground, and spriag three times over it without stum^ 
bUng or bending your legs. This done, you ^idl 
take it up and kiss it gwtly, in sign of your meek- 
ness and obedience to your penance, when you will 
be absolved of your sins committed to this day ; for 
I pronounce you a clear remission." At this the 
fox was exceedingly glad, and then Grimbard said, 
" See that henceforth, uncle, you do good works'; 
read your psalter, go to church, fast, and keep vigils, 
all holydays ; give alms, and abandon your sinful 
life. Avoid theft and treason ; so that by doing 
these things, no doubt you shall obtain mercy from 
the king." All. these the fox promised, and so they 
went journeying together towards the court. 

Not far from the road aide there stood -a dwelliag; 
of holy nuns, where many geese and capons wer^ 
seen wandering without the walls. As they were 
conversing, the fox gradually drew Gdmbard out of 
the right path, and finding the pullets picking near 
the bam, among which was a fine fat capon that had 
strayed a little way from the »est, te made a sudden 
spring and caught him by the feathers which ßew 
about his ears ; yet the capon escaped. At this sight 
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Orimbard cried out, " Accursed wretch, what would 
you do? will you for a silly pullet again fall into all 
your sins?" To which Reynard ansv/ered, " Pardon 
me, dear nephew; but I had forgotten myself: 1 do 
entreat your foigiveness, and my eye shall not wan- 
der," They then went over a little bridge, the fox 
■till ^ancing his eye towards the pullets as if it were 
hnpossible for him to refrain ; for the evil was bred 
in his bones, and it stack fast to his flesh; his heart 
carried his eyes that way as long as he could see 
dkem. T%e goat, aware of this, again said, " For 
^tne, diesemMer, why wander your eyes after Üie 
fWl V The fox replied, " Nay, nephew, you do 
me wrong, you mistake my looks ; toi I was merely 
saying a paternoster fsr the souls of all the pullets 
and geese which I have d^n before my piety inter- 
fered." " Well," said Grimbard, " it may be ao; but 
your glances are very suspicious," Now by this 
time they had regained the high way, and pushed on 
more speedily to the court, which the fox no sooner 
saw than his heart began to quake for fear. He 
knew too well the crimes h^ had to answer for ; they 
were indeed infinite and heinous. 
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As soon as the tidings spread, that Reynard the Fox 
and his kinsman Grimbard, were amTed at coott, all 
ranks, from the highest to the lowest, prepared ac- 
cusations gainst the fox. His heart quaked within 
him, but his countenance was, as usual, calm and 
confident, and he bore himself as proudly as before. 
His nej^ew attended him tiuough the Btieets, and 
he walked as gallantly into the court as if he had 
been the king's son, and free from every imputation 
Vhatsoever, When he came opposite the chair of 
state in which the king sat, he stopped and said : " Hea- 
ven long giYC your majesty glory and renown, above 
all princes of the earth. I assure your majesty that 
no monarch had ever a more faithful servant than I 
have been ; than I now am, and so in spite of my 
enemies will die. For, my dread liege lord, I know 
that many are plotting my destruction in this court, 
if they could prevail with your majesty ; but you 
scam the slanders of malice; and though in these 
days flatterers succeed in princes' courts, it is not so 
with you, nor wilt they reap any thing but shame 
for their reward." But the king cut him short at 
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tliese words* and cried, " Peace, tieaclieToiu Rey- 
nard! I know your dissimulation, and can expound 
your flattery, yet both shall now fail you at youi 
need. Think you I will be taVen with the muaic of 
smooth words ? No, it has but too often deceived me. 
The peace which I have proqlaimed and sworn to, 
that have you broken I" And as the king was proceed- 
ing. Chanticleer cried out : " Oh, how 1 have lost die 
benefit of that noble peace I" " Be still, Chanticleer," 
cried the king, " let me proceed. Thou devil among 
the innocent, with what face canst thou say thou 
lovest me, and seest all these wretched creatures 
ready to disprove thy words ; yea, whose wounds yet 
spit bloody defiance at thee ; and for which thy 
dearest life shall soon answer." " In nomine PaMt" 
cried the fox ; " what, my dread lord, if Bruin's 
crown be bloody, what is that to me ? If yoni m^ecty 
em^Joyed him in a message, which he n^lected, to 
steal honey at the carpenter's house, where he got 
his wounds, am I to blame? If revenge he 80i^;ht 
why did he not take it himself; he is strong and puis- 
sant ; it was not to be considered as my weakness. 

* In tbt lion !■ bers exprafsed the lawfuliMti of jnitice, uid 
how terrible it U to erery offendei ; ü particalar, inch u hare 
the cwiMioiuiieu of secret gnllc within tbam. The foi*! bold 
daportaMal, ehow« tbe impodenceofoldmaleheton, whe tiylo 
nil igainit olhen i but tnlh mnd jnitice cannot be boodwiokeil. 
Ei./nm Old EKgUA Cokh. 
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As f<H Tibert Üi& cat, whom I received vith all 
fiiendship, if he would Bteal into ä\e imest's bam 
ag«i])3t ray advice, and there lose his eyes, nay hi» 
life, is what hare I ofifended ^ Waa 1 Tibert's Iceepe*? 
OF &e guatdian of the great beai? Ob^ my dread 
bwd I yo« »ay do your royal [Measure ; notwithataad- 
ing my perlect innocence, you may adjudge me to 
die ; for 1 am your poor vassal, and look only foi 
your mercy. I know your strength and my own 
weakness ; my death would yield you small satisfac- 
tion, yel whatever jour good will and pleaaure be, 
that to me shall jxxive most acceptable." 

^Thile he thus spoke, Bellin the ram stepped forth, 
along with his ewe-dam Oleway, and besought the 
king to hear their complaint; and nent Bruin the 
beai with all his lineage, foUowed by Tibert the cat, 
Is^prim the wolf, Kayward the hare, Paulter the boai, 
and nearly aU the other beasts of the court, who 
rote with one accord, crying for rengeaoce upon the 
fox, vitia such clamour that the king was induced 
to Older the fox to be there secured and arrested. 



up« TBS MX W,M llBBUIID JND A&JDDnlJl TO DU>I(> 

Uroh tlUiaireet a cabinet council was summoned, 
and every voice was in {avour of Reynaid's execu- 
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tica ; äioit^ he awweied every ftccuwtipn terietüBt 
nitfa a «Kmderfid degree of art, to the wl^Btifttioa of 
tli äie oomL Witoesaes however men exftmioedi the 
ppsD& cstaUithed ; tiie Sox wu aoodenute^ iuui^j^^g- 
inmit racorjed. He was to be hanged up by tibe 
oeok till he waa dead; at which senteitce the fox cast 
dotrp faig head, all his jollity was iled, and no i^kttefy 
or ssoootli words any longer availed. 

This being resoWed, Grimbard his n^liev, and 
■eveitd oÜieiB nearest him in tdood, unable to eqdio« 
the ügbt c^ hb death, toolc kave of tlie Jcing and 
left the court. When the moBaich sav m nany ga^ 
htnt gentlsnen depart, all spd and weeping, bei«g 
nesu* ia blood and aUiance to the prisoner, b« said to 
himself^ " It behoves me to take good couseel wh»t 
I am about, for though Reynacd lias faults, he baf 
raany friends and more virtues;" Aa the Icing w» 
thus pfxidedng, Tibert said to air Bruin, " W^y w 
yon ao alow Ü1 the exeoutJGD of your sentence, Euod yea 
sir laegrim? See you oot tiiere are nuwy hiuhcB 
and hedges ; it is near eirerangi and if the ivsaner 
escape, ^is subtlety is so great, that aQ the art i^ the 
world will never agaip ^tangle hi{n> If y9)t i?e^ 
to execute bim, pigceed quickly.--]t wU be «igftf 
beibfe the gallons cw be made." At tixM wads 
Isegrim exclaimed, sud<tenly recoUeeting himself, 
" There is a pair of gallows hard by;'' at the same 
time he fetched a deep sigh ! " What, are you »fraid. 
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sir Isegiira ; or is this execution against your mind!" 
said Tibert, " remember the hanging of both your 
kinsmen was his work. Had you now a proper sense 
of justice, you would hang him for the same and not 
stand trifling thus." Isegrim, half angry, answered, 
" Your anger puts out the eye of your better reason,' 
though if we had a halter that would fit his neck, we 
would SQon despatch him." Reynard, who had long 
remained silent, said ; " Yes, I beseech you to shorten 
my pun ; sir Tibert has a cord strong enough, in 
which he himself was hanged at the priest's house, 
when he got between the holy man's legs and bit him 
80 dreadfully. Besides, he can climb well ; let him 
mount and be my executioner ; for it would be a dis- 
credit both to ah Bruin and sir Isegrim, thus to 
treat their own nephew.* I am sorry I live to se6 it; 
but since you are resolved to be my hangmen, play 
your parts and delay not. Go before, uncle Bruin, 
and lead the way : follow me Isegrim my cousin, and 
beware I escape not." " You say well," said Bruin, 
" it is the best counsel I ever heard you give." 

■ ThB Tiolence ot (be bear, the wolf, &nd the cat, pnrsuing 
iUynttd even to eiecntioD, ibevt ihe malics of greU persom 
•againat Äeir inicmiei. The iox't patience and mild temper, alao 
diewi, that when men aie.ia eitieniit]', chey miut make nw of 
all their Tiitne», eapeciall; meekness, which most inainaates 
itself into men's good opinion, and «icileB compassion ; while 
radeneMaiid Tiolence oni; increase the nüKbiei — Ei.frv» Old 
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So fortlt they went, and Isegrim and all his fiietida 
guarded Reynard, leading h!m by the neck and other 
parts of his body, at which usage the fox felt quite 
dismayed. Yet he said meekly, " Why put your- 
self to all this trouUe, my best kinsman ? Believe me, 
I could well entreat your forgivenaBs, though you re- 
joice in my sufferings. Still I know, that did my 
aunt, your wife, see what was passing, she would not 
see me thus cruelly tonnented, were it only for old 
a&ction's sake. But do with me as you will ; I 
must endure the worst : as for Bruin and Tibert, 1 
leave my revenge to justice, and to you the reward 
of traitors. I know my worst, fortune and death 
can come but once. I wish it were already past, for 
to me it is no terror. I saw my brave father die, 
and how quickly he vanished ! The worst of deatit 
is therefore familiar to me." " Then," said sir Ise- 
grim, "let us make haste, for his curse shall not 
hght upon me by delaying ;" so he on one aide, and 
sir Bruin on the other, they led the fox to the gal- 
lows ; Tibert skipping before them wiüi the halter. 

On reaching the place of execution, the king, the 
queen, and all the nobility took their place, to behold 
the fox die. Reynard, though full of sorrow and 
dismay, was still busy thinking bow be might es- 
cape, and again triumph over his proud enemies, by 
drawing the king over to his party, " Though the 
king," he swd to himself, " be offended vrith me, as 
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he faoB i«asOB enough, heaven knows, yet 1 may per- 
h^ live to become his bosom friend." While tfans 
cc^tating, the volf said, " Now, sir Bruin, remember 
your injuries ; revenge youra«^ weB ; for the day is 
ccone we hnve so l<ng looked for. Go, Tibert, and 
ioount the g^ows-tiee wkh the rope, and make a 
runmn^ noose, tor you shall have your w3i of yonr 
enemy. Take hfod, good sirBniRi, ^ftt be ehides 
us not, and I will now {Jace tlie ladder; when 
every thing näl be complet«." This being done the 
fox spdke : " Now wdl may my hewt be heavy, ft» 
death stands in M his a^ktA hiomis before my eyes, 
and I cannot escape. Oh, my dread lord dte kin^, 
«nd yoK, my sovereign Itldy the qtieen, ahd aU yoa, 
my lords and gentlemen, heie somEtnMed to see tnC 
die, I beseech you grant me this ^one draritaUe hbam. 
Let me unbotthen my heart before yon, and udeitiBe 
my soul of its «iaaif(^d sins, M that hereafter no man 
may be unjustly accosed or extevted for my secret 
misdeeds. Hiis done, death wUI come more easy to 
me, and the as«iatan<^ of your prayers will lift my 
sod, 1 dOtttt not^ to the ddes." 
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All now took compassion on the fox, and beseeched 
the king to grant hia request; which was doa& 
And then the fox spake : " Help me heaven ! for I 
Bee no maA here whom I have not offended. Yet 
this was not from evil incUnation ; for in my youth { 
was accounted as virtuous as any breathing ; I play- 
ed with the lambs all day long, and took delight in 
their pretty bleating. But once in my play I bit one, 
and the taste of its blood was so sweet, that ever 
eince I could not forbear. This evU humour drew 
me into the woods among the goats ; where, bearing 
the bleating of the young kids, I slew one, ^nd after 
two more, whicli made me so hardy, that I began to 
murder geese and puUets. Thus my crime growing 
by habit, the fancy so possessed me, that all was fish 
that was caught in my net. In the winter season I 
met with Isegrim, as he lay under a hollow tree, £uid 
he unfolded unto me how he was my uncle, and laid 
the pedigree down so plaki, that from that day forth 
we became companions. A friendship, I bars reit- 
son to curse; for then, indeed, began the history (^ 
our thefts and slaughters. He stole the great prizes 
and I the small ; he murdered nobles and I the 
meanest subjects ; and in all these actions his share 
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was ever tlie greatest. When he caught a calf, a 
ram, or a wether, bis voracity would hardly afford 
me the bones to pick. When he mustered an ox or 
a cow, he first served himself, his wife, and all his 
family, nothmg remaining, I say, for me but the bare 
bones. I state not this as having been in want, it 
being well known that I have more plate, jewels, and 
coin, than twenty carts would cany ; but ooly to shew 
his vile ingratitude." When the king heard him 
speak of this infinite wealth, his heart grew inflamed 
with avarice ; and, interrupting the prisoner, he said : 
" Reynard, where is that treasure you speak of?" 
The fox answered: " My lord, 1 will gladly inform 
you; though it be true the wealth was stolen, and 
bad it not been so stolen it would have cost your 
m^esty his Ufe, which heaven long preserve." The 
queen here started, and said in great dismay, " What 
. are these dangers you speak of, Reynard ? I do com- 
mand ye to nnfold these doubtful speeches, and to 
keep nothing concealed that affects the Ufe of my 
dread lord; goon." 

The fox, with a sorrowful countenance, replied: 
" Oh, my dread sovereign lady, I would that I might 
now die, did not your commands and the health of 
my own soul so prevail with me, that I must dis- 
' charge my conscience, and yet speak nothing but 
what 1 will mtdce good at the hazard of damnation. 
True it is, that the king was to have been cruelly 
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^espatcbed by hia own people : yea 1 must confecs by 
some of my nearest kindred, whom 1 would not ac- 
cuse, did not the health of my soul, and my fealty to 
the kii^ command me to do so." The king, much 
perplexed at diis discovery, said, " Can it be true, 
Reynard, what yon say T' The fox answered, " Alas, 
my dread lord, you see the case in whroh I stand ; 
how smalt a sand is left in my poor glass to run. I 
^rill dissemble act ; what dissembling can avail me, 
if my Eoul perish ?" and saying this be trembled ami 
looked so pitifully, that the queen took pity upon him. 
She humbly besought &e king for the safety of his 
loyal peison to take compassion on the fox, and to 
command all bis Btt1:gects to hold their peace, till be 
had revealed all he knew. This was done, and the 
fox proceeded as follows : " Since it is the pleasure 
of my dread lord the kii^;, and that his royal life 
lies in the balance with my present breath, I will 
fteely unfold this foul and capital treason, sparing no 
guilty person for any respect whatsoever, however high 
in greatn^, blood, or authority. Know then, my dread 
lord,that my father, by accident turning up the earth, 
found king Ermetick's treasure ; an infinite and in- 
calculable mass of riches, with which he became so 
vain and hat^bty, that he looked down upon all the 
beasts of the forest with contempt, even upon bis kins- 
men and companions. At length he caused Tibert the 
cat to gojntoUie forest of Arden toBruiathebear,aiid 
d5 
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to fend» him his hom^e aad fealty ; »Lying, tfaatt if 
it would [dease him to be king, he must coiene into 
Flkwdet^, where my fatherncdved htm nobly. Next 
h« nnt for his wife, Gnmbsrd my nejJiew, and for 
begrmt the wolf, with Tibeit the cat. These five 
oolning between Gaont and the viUa^ called Elfe, 
they held Bdemn council for the space of one ni^t, 
in wU(^> instigated by the devil, and conädent in my 
fadiefs ricbts, it was conchided, that your majesty 
shoidd be muidered. Tliey took a scd^nb oalb to 
this efiect in tlve foilowtog way ; sir Brain, my 
father, GHmbud, and Tibert, laid their hands on Ise- 
grim's crawn, and swoie to make Brain dieir kin^; 
to fdace him in th6 chair of sttie at Aeon, and set 
the imperial diadem oO his head. That should any 
i^ipoae the scheme, my father was to hire assaswis 
Üiat should uUöly diase attd root them out n^ the 
forests. AAer this it happened, that my o^bew 
Grimbard being one day heated with wine, made k 
discovery of this damnable [^ to Dame Sltqiard iäs 
wife, commanding her ako to ke]lt it secret. Bnt 
she too, as women will, only kept it untU sbe met 
with me, charging me to reveal it to no one I She 
moreover gave me such {«od's of ks truth, as to 
cause &z very haira of my head to stait iqu^t> 
while my heart smdc cdd and heavy within me, lik« 
a piece of lead. Indeed it kd me to call to mind dte 
■toiy of the bogt, irito com{^ained to Jiqiiter that 
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Hiej Ind no kittg to gOrcrn tben, and lie fta t uttli y 
ieat them & Mork, "which eat and devoured them ap ; 
and by vrtiose tyranny tfaey feecaue the most i&iaep- 
«Ue of fdl craalwea. llien Hwy cried uato ^u^r 
for reifa«sa, but it wm too la>te; for those thM W^l 
■Dt be content i*ith their freedom, mutt coi»eq«iitly 
be Buhjected to thraldom* Even so I fenfed it 
toigkt happen tons; utd I gnered for the fate df 
your mi^Bty, though you respect »>t my sorrowB. 
Tfae «nbition of the bear is mck that should tJie go- 
Tenment ooaw into his hands, the coiBHKioweB&li 
wmiU fall a »acrifice to hi« granny. Besides, I kusw 
your majesty is of that royal and lofty liasage, m 
siigbty, gracious, and merci&l withal, AM it wtnild 
have been a dammble exchange, to have seen a 
ravenoas bear sit in the throne of the Kiyal lion ; &xr 
in sir Bruin and his irbole gei>aattDs the« ia more 

* Tbe fill'« «mfeanon displ&ys & Onee-fsU gubtitt; : &it, 
hü {ätiful DairaÜTe awakens the qaeen's compaBsioD ; aecOBdlj, 
\ij accusiDg big neaiest friend» and relatiies, he obtained credit 
for v^t £io advanced ; tltirdly, by implicating Ihe monatcb^s 
life in ttie cooipiracy. he ttianned &e feats of the qneeD, add 
bn»^ ii» Biiwiu»» into rii^mee. Xbe ntrale conMiTurae 
-thaws that he «ho woold obtain credit for faii aloiy nint Ant 
appeal to pity, and having oblaineil belief, begin to perpetrate 
hii mischief, which a viae man like the lion, will pot give eal 
K), Bat the queen'a pertaaaione and bis own aTarics blinded 
bii hvtWi judgment, saA he %a,rt into the note which the foi 
Udtor him.— £i(F.,/n>M<M EtY.«kn»u 
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prodigal looseness and inconstancy than in any beast 
whatsoever. I therefore began to meditate how -I 
might foil my father's false and treacherous designSi 
who sought to elevate a tiutoi and a slave to the 
height of your imp^ial throne. 1 was aware that 
as lohg as he held the treasure, your majesty was in 
dai^ier, and I grew exceedii^ly troubled and per- 
plexed. So I resolved, if possiUe, to find where the 
treasure was concealed; and I watched him night 
and day, in the woods, in the hedges, and in the 
open fields. To whatever spot my father tumed his 
eyes, there was I, sure of detecting him one time or 
other in the fact. 

" One day, as I was lyii^ flat down upon the 
ground, I spied him coming out of a hole, with a 
very thievish look ; he gazed round about him to see if 
he was observed, and thinking the coast dear, he 
stopped up the hole with sand so even and 
smoothly that the most cuiious eye could discern no 
difierence between it and the other earth. Then, 
where the print of his foot remained, he stioked it 
over with his tail, and smoothed it with his mouth so 
that no pereon could perceive it. Indeed, that and 
many other subtleties I learned from him at that 
time. When he had thus finished, he went away 
towards the vill^;e about his private affairs, while I 
proceeded towards the hole, and in spite of all his 
cunning. 1 quickly found the entrance. Then 1 en- 
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tered the cavern, where I found an innumerable 
quantity of treasure ; and taking E^rmelin, my wife, 
along with me, we both laboured day and night in 
conveying it to another place, where we deposited it 
safe from every human eye. During the time we 
were thus employed, my father was in deep consul- 
tation with the rest of the traitors to compass his 
majesty's death. It was concluded that Isegrim the 
wolf should traverse all the kingdom, and promise to 
all the beasts that would take wages, and acknow- 
ledge Bruin for their sovereign and defend his title, 
a full year's pay beforehand. In this journey my 
father accompanied him, bearing letters patent signed 
to that piup^rt, Utde suspecting that he was de- 
prived of all the wealth with which to promote his 
scheme. When this negociation was concluded be- 
tween Elge and Soam, and a vast body of soldiers 
raised for actJou against the next spring, they re- 
turned to Bruin and his party, to whom they de- 
clared the many perils they had escaped in the duke- 
dom of Saxony, where they were pursued by hounds 
imd huntsmen. They next shewed Bruin the muster- 
rolls, which pleased him exceedingly; for here he 
found about twelve hundred of Isegrim's lineage, all 
sworn for action, besides the bear's kindred, the cats 
and the daseens, all which would be in readiness at 
an hour's notice. All this I discovered from good 
authority; and the plot becoming ripe fot execir- 
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tfob, my father ifent to the cave for his tKsinm. 
What was hiB infinite agony and . trouble to find Ae 
{dace open and ransacked I He became d»pente, 
azid soon afterwards went to the sext tree, and 
hanged himself. 

" Thus, by my skiU, Bruin's tieasoa was «kfeated, 
and for this I now auSer, while those two false toai*- 
tore, Bruin and Is^;ritn, ait in the king's privy oom' 
ci], widi great authority, procure my di^;TBce, and 
tiample me under foot. I have lost my father 
in your majesty's cause, and what stronger proof 
can be tendered of my leyalty? I have lost my life 
in defending youra." 

The king and qtteen induing a hope of po8Sess^ 
iug these inestimable treasures, ordered Reynard 
down (cam the gibbet, and entreated him farther to 
unfold its place of concealment. "What," reined the 
fox, " shall I make my worst enemres my heirs ? 
Shall these traitois, who t^ce away my life, and at^ 
tempt your majesty's, bectnne possessed of the for- 
tune I enjoy?" " Then," said the queen, "fearnot, 
Reynaid, the king riialt save yout hfe, and you 
shall henceforth swear faith and true aUegiance to 
his majesty." The fox answered, " Sovereign lady, 
if the king, out of his royal nature, will give credit 
to my truth, and forgive my offences, there was 
• never king so rich as he will be." Then the king 
intwrupting the queen, said, " Fair consort, will you 
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beUere the fox 7 KaOw that it is his chief «xorilcMce 
to lie, to steel, uid to impose u^chi othcTS." Bitt 
the queen said, " Yet now, my dear lord, you may 
hedy bdieve him; for, however full of deceit he 
nay have been in his pro^ierily, you see he is row 
changed. Why, he accuses his own fatfam, and 
GMmbard, his dearest nephew and kinsman I W«re 
he dissembling, he might have laid his imputation 
upon other beasts, and not mi dioee he loves best." 
" Well, madam," r^frfied the king, " you shall, Edt 
Ais time, rule me ; I will gjve free pardon to Üie fox, 
yet under this condition, that if he be ever found 
tnpping again, though in the smallest offence, both 
he and his shall be utterly rooted out of my domi- 
ttions." The fox looked sadly when the king spake 
Aus; withal he rejoiced within himself, and he said, 
" >loet dread loid, it weie a bi^ diame in me, 
■koflld I dare to speak any untruths in this angvst 
fveoence." Then the kii^ takii^ a straw from the 
ground, pardoned the fox for all the tran^reisionR 
«dach either he or his father before him had com- 
DHttcd. No wonder the fox now began to smile, 
foi KTe was most sweet to him ; and he feH down 
before the king and queen, humbly thanking them 
for aU their mercies, and protesting th^ he would 
taake then the richest pinces m the wodd. At 
these words tbe fox took up a straw, and proSering 
it the king, said to him, " My dread loid, I beeee<^ 
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your majesty to receive this pledge of entire surren- 
der unto your majesty of tlie great king Ermetick's 
treasure, with which I freely present you out of my 
ftee will and pleasure." The king received the straw, 
and smiling, gave the fox great thanks : at which the 
latter chuckled heartily to think of the grossness of 
the imposture. From that day forward no one's 
tOuncU so much prevailed with the king as that of 
the fox ; and confiding in this he said, " My gra- 
cious loid, you must understand that on the west 
side of Flanders there stands a wood called Huster- 
loe, near which runs a river named Crekenj»t: this 
is a wildemess'so vast and impassalde, that hardly 
throughout tiie year there crosses a man or woman 
over the place. In it I have bid this treasiue, and 
thither 1 should wish your majesty and the queen to 
go; for I know of none besides your highuesses 
whom I dare trust in so great a design. When your, 
majesty reaches it, you will see two birchen trees 
growing by the pit, and there you shall find the trea- 
sure, consisting of coin, precious jewels, and the 
crown which king Ermetick wore. With this crown 
Bruin the bear was to have been crowned, if his 
treason had succeeded according to expectation; 
there too you will find many costly stones, of which, 
when you are possessed, then remember the love of 
your poor servant, Reynard." The king answered, 
" Sir Reynard, you must yourself help to dig up this 
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treasure, for else I see I shall never find it. I have 
beaid of such places as Paris, London, Aeon, and 
Cullea, but Crekenpit I never heard of; therefore I 
fear you diBsemble." The fox blushed at these 
words ; yet with a bold countenance he said, " Is 
your majesty still so doubtful of my faith ? nay, then, 
I wCI approve my words by public tesümony ;" and 
with that he called forth Kayward the hare, c<»n- 
manding him to come before the Tting and queen, to 
answer truly to such questions as he should ask him. 
The hare answered, " I will answer truly in all 
things, though I die for the same." Then Reynard 
said, " Know you not v^ere Crekenpit stands V 
" Yes," replied Kayward, " I have known it these 
dozen years; it stands in a wood called Husterloe 
to be sure, amidst a vast and wild wilderness, where 
I have endured much torment both of hunger and 
cold. Besides, it was there where father Simony, 
the friar, made false coin for the benefit of hhnself 
and his brethren ; yet that was before 1 and Ring 
the hotmd became companions." " Well," said the 
fox, " you have spoken sufficiently ; go to your 
place again :" so away went the hare. Then said 
the fox, " My sovereign lord the king, what is your 
opinion? am 1 worthy of your confidence or no?" 
The king said, " Yes, Reynard, and pray excuse my 
susfucioD ; it was my iterance which did thee 
wrong. Therefore make speedy preparation to ac- 
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ciHiititny lis to the pit wkete this treEtSnre t^s." fhi 
foK sBBwared, "Alas ! Aiyloid, do you imagine dnrt 
I woold not faiti go with ybu, if 1 coiM nBtnN 
without your dishonour, which I cannot 4o. FA 
yt>m nAIat understand, though it be to my disgt«ce> 
tfeat when Isegran the v<M, in the devil's nBiBe> 
Would needs grow religious, and play the monk, äie 
portion of meat irtiich was for sik monks Was to» 
little for him alone. He com[dained so }»teOHsIyi 
thet, b^g my Idnsman, I compasMouated kia cose, 
and advised him to ran away, which he did. For 
this reason . I at present stand accursed and excom*' 
municated under the pope's sentence, and am deter- 
mined to-morrow srt sunrise to journey towards 
Rome, and from Rome I intraid to cross the seas for 
Holyland, and will never return again into my native 
country tiSi I have dime so much good, and so far 
expiated my mub, that 1 may attend on y«ur mil' 
jesty's person with honor and reputation." The kiiq; 
bearing this pious ' design, said, " Since you stand 
accursed by the censures of the church, I must not 
have you about me ; and therefore I will take Kay- 
ward the hare and scxne others with me to Creken- 
pit; only I command you, Reynard, as you value 
our favour, to clear yourself of his heliness's curse." 
" That is the reason, my lord^ of my gmiig to Rome ; 
neither will I rest, night or day, tiD I have obtained 
absolution." " The course you take is good," said 
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fbe king, " go on and prosper ia yonr fair intent, 
and return liome better than you went." 



A8 30<Hi ds the confcratce vas endedi the royal 
king motmteil upon his high throne, raised in the foim 
oi a Bctfibld, made of fair square stone ; and com- 
manded thence a general silence among all bin aub- 
jects. Every one was to take hia place according to 
his Inth or dignity in office ; except the fox, who 
sat between the king and the queen. The king then 
spoke : " Hear all you noUemea, knights, gentle- 
men, and others of inferior quatity! Sir Reynard, 
one of the supreme officers of my household, whose 
niadeeds had brought him to his final account, 
Btftnding between those two quarrelsome mietiessea, 
law and justice, bath this day recovered our best 
grace and favor. He hath done that noUe and 
worthy service to the state, that both myself and 
my queen are bound to him for ever. Henceforth I 
do command oil of you, upon pain and hazard of 
yomr dearest hves, that yon hencefOTvard fail BOt, 
from this day, to «how aä reverence and luMr, not 
only to Reynard himself, hut to his whole family, 
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wherever you may happen by night or day to meet 
with (hent-. Nor let any one hereafter be so auda- 
cious as to trouble my ears with complaints against 
him, for he will no more be guilty of doing wrong.* 
To-morrow very early he sets out on a pUgrimage to 
Rome, where he means to purchase a free pardon 
and indulgence from the pope, and afterwards to 
proceed to the holy land." Now when Tisellen the 
raven heard this speech, he flew to sir Bruin, Ise- 
grim, and Tibert, and said; " Wretched creatures, 
how are your fortunes changed; how can you en* 
dure to hear these tidings ? Why Reynard is now a 
courtier, a chancellor, nay prime mmister and favo- 
rite ; his offences are forgiven ; and you are all be- 
trayed and sold unto bondage." Isegrim answered ; 
" Nay, it is impossible, Tisellen, nor can such an 
abuse be suffered." " I tell you it canl Do not de- 
ceive yourselves, it is as true as that I now speak it." 
Then went the wolf and the bear to the king, but 
the cat refused, and was so sore afraid at what she 

• It thiisapp?axB, that when policy and wisdomtriampl] om 
tlifir enemies, they nererrest until they coDvinca ua of the great- 
He» of their amhition, extenuating Ibeit crimes, and keepiog 
their foes in awe by a shew of grace and ftiTor. By the laTen'a 
complaint is shewn the jealonay and fear of the weaker Mrt ; 
how they fly in time of tiouble to the heada of factioai : and by 
the wolf and the bear's anest we lean, that when men complain 
of tbeii wiongs uaseaaonably, they only aggiarate instead of 
mending the mischief. — £i. Old Eng, Cnnin. 
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beard, that to have purchased the fox's favor once* 
more, she would have foi^ven not only the injuries 
she had received, but have run a second hazaid. 
But Isegrim, with much confidence and pride, ap- 
p&aied before the kmg and queen, and with the most 
bitter words inveighed against the fox; and in so 
passionate and impudent a manner withal, that the 
lung was roused to anger ; and ordered both the 
wolf and the bear to be arrested for high treason. 
This was forthwith done with every mark of violence 
and indignity; the prisoners were bound hand and 
foot, that the could not stir a limb, nor a step, from 
tiie place where they were couched. For the fox 
having tlius entaogled them, he so far prevailed with 
the queen, as to obtün as much of the bear's skin as 
would make him a large scrip for his journey. This 
bemg put in force, he wanted nothing but a strong 
pair of shoes to defend his feet from the stones while 
he travelled. Again, therefore, he said to the queen : 
" Madam, I am your poor pilgrim ; and if it would 
|dease your majesty but to take it into your consi- 
deration, you will perceive that sir Isegrim wears a 
pair of excellent long lasting ones, which would you' 
vouchsafe to bestow upon rae, 1 would pray for your 
majesty's soid during my travels upon my charitable 
mission. Also mine aunt, dame Ersewind, hath 
other two shoes, which would your majesty bestow 
upon me, yon would be doing her little injury, as she 
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B^om veoturee »(»«ad." th» queen te^iaA, " Yes, 
Seynaid, l bdieve you wiU want uicb shoes ibr your 
journey ; it ia full of labour and difficulty, bot^ k- 
^lectipg the stony hills and the gravelly highways. 
Theiefore, be sure, you shall have, though it touch 
tbeii liEe never so nearly, a. pair of shoes fwm each 
of them, the better to q)eed and acconi[Ji^ yaar 
journey." So Isegiim was taken, and his shoea 
pulled off in the mo«t cruel manner. After being 
thus tormented, dame Eisewind, his wife, was treat- 
ed in the same manner as her husband ; and had the 
oat been there, he would doubüess hare experienced 
dte same fate, in addition to the cniei mockery ^ 
the fox. The next morning early Reynard caused 
his shoes to be well oiled, so as to make them f!t 
well, and dien he went before the king and queen, 
and said, '■ My dread lord and lady, your poor sab- 
ject bows himself down before you, humbly beseech- 
ing your majesties to permit me to take my scrip 
and stafT according to the custom of pUgrims.'^ "Die 
king then sent for Bellin the ram, and commanded 
him to say solemn mass before the fox, ^nd to de- 
liver him his staff and mail; but BeUin refused, 
saying, " My lord, I dare not, for he is under the 
pope's curse." But the king said, " What of that ? 
• In the cniel tteatment of the woK and tear Is shewn IIib 
niatioe of ■ wicked and triumphMit enemj, who punoea hU »A- 
vanUge to uttei riÜD nod deatructioB.— OU Etig. Conm. 
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have npt oih dootora told us Ütat if a man commit 
tU the tint IK the wodd, yet if be repent, be shriväi, 
d9 poufooe, aad wqUc as the prieBte ahidl instruct 
htn, tfaat all is cteaHy for^ven him t and hath not 
Aeyaaid done all Üüs ?" Bellin answered, " Sue, I 
EUB Istb to meddle vith such points ; yet if your 
iMi^«a^ will protect me against the bishop of Preu- 
ddOF and aga^t the archdeacon of Loofwlnd. I 
«rill execute your commandmeBt." At this the ]iiBS 
geew' wra,th, and said, " Sir, I scorn to be beholden 
tpyou." And when Bellin sav( his majesty so of" 
feoded, he shook with fear, and taa quickly to the 
altar, and sung mass, using many ceremonies pver 
the fox, nbo had little respect for diem beyond his 
vä^ to enjoy the honour. When Bellin the ntm had 
finished, be hung his mail round Reynard's neckr 
made of the bear's, ^in, and presented him with the 
staff. ThuB equipped, ui Heynard looked sadly to- 
Tarda the king, as if he bal been loth to go ; he 
fe^nsd to weep, though all his sorrow was that the 
whole. CQUit were not in as bad a predicament as the 
wolf and the bear. He took leave, with reqa^tii^ 
that each and every one would [May for his soul, as 
he would for theirs ; for in fact he was so sensible o* 
bis own knaveiy that be was eager to be gone. The 
king said, " In truth, sk Reynard, 1 am sorry we 
most put thus suddenly." But the fox re^^ed, 
'' There is no remedy, my lord ; we ought not to be 
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slow in fiilfillii^ holy vows." Th«i the king com- 
manded all the lords present, except the bear and the 
wolf, to att«nd R^ard some part of his journey.' 
Though he cut a very gallant figure, he waa iawaidly 
smilii^ at his own villainy, while he affected the' 
Utmost demureness. For his enemies were dq}V be- 
come his attendants,* and the king, whom he had 
most grossly deceived with wicked lies, now also ac- 
companied him Uke his familiar friend. 

After proceeding some way, the fox said, " I be- 
seech your majesty, trouble yourself no &rther;' 
consult your ease and the safety of your royal per- 
son ; for you have airested two capital traitors, who 
^ould they recover their liberty, the danger would 
be great." This said, he stood upon his hinder feet 
and entreated the lordly beasts who were in his 
company once more to pray for him ; after which he 
took leave of the king with an exceeding sad and 
heavy countenance. Then turning towards Kaywaid 
the hare, and Bellin the ram, witii a smiling couate- 
nance, he said, " My best friends, ve must part thus 
soon? Surely you will not leave me yet. With yon 

* By tlie tai'a hypocrisj » leen tb« dissininlatian of worldly 
men, who luBume the cloke of leligiok «Mie perpetraCing tha, 
«DTrt deeds, ßia grand eccoct »hewi tlie flulety and baieneig 
of people lajring their leTricei at the teat of a new ftnonrite 
whom they had befora oppoaed an deapiied. — Fx. from Old 
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I was never offended: your convenation is agiee- 
ttAe U> me ; for you are mild, loving, and courteous, 
religious withal, and full of wise counsel, just as I 
myself was when I led the life of a recluse. If you 
have a few green leaves and herbs, you are as well 
contented as with all the bread and fish in the world, 
tor you are temperate and modest." Thus with a 
ptifiisioa of the same flattering words he «iticed 
fbcK two to accompany him. 



Tas three friends journeyed on together untfl 
they came to the gates of Reynard's own house. 
Then he said to the ram, " Fray, cousin, keep watch 
here without, vibila I and Kaywaid go iu : I wish 
him to witness my pleasure at meeting my family." 
Bellin said he would ; and the fox and the hare went 
into Halepardus, where they found lady Ennelin 
sorrowing exceedingly fw the absence of her hus- 
band. But when she saw him, her joy knew no 
bounds : and she expressed her astonii^unent on he- 
holding his mail, his staff, and his shoes. " Dearest 
husband," she cried, " how have you fared V Rey- 
nard then related his adventuies at court, adding 
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that he was gomg a pilgrimage, having left Bruin 
and Isegrim in pledge for him till his return. As 
for Kayward, he added, turning towards him, the 
. king had bestowed him upon him to do with as he 
pleased, as Kayward had been the first to complain 
of him, for which he vowed deadly revenge. Hear- 
ing these words, Kaywaid was quiu appalled, and 
tried to fly ; but the fox had placed himself between 
him and the door, and soon seized him by the neck. 
Kayward cried to Beilin for help, but the fox had 
cut his throat with his sharp teeth before he could be 
heard. This done, the traitor and his family began 
to feast upon him merrily, and drank his blood to 
the king's health. Eimelin then said, " I fear, Rey- 
nard, you mock me; asyou love me, tell me how 
you sped at the king's courts" When he told her 
the pleasant story, how he had imposed upon the 
king and <^ueen with a false promise of treasures 
that did not exist. " But when the king finds out 
the truth, he will take every means of destroying us ; 
thejefore, dear wife," said he, ". there is no remedy! 
we must steal from hence into some other forest, 
where we may live in safety, and &id more delicate 
fare, clear springs, fresh rivers, cool shades, and 
wholesome air. Here there is no abiding : and now 
I have got my thumb out of the king's mouth, I will 
nomorecome withinreach ofhia talons." " Yethere,'' 
said his wife, " we have all we desire, and you are 
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lord over all yoa Burvey; and it is dangerous to 
exchange a certaia good, for better hopes. Shonld 
tbe king liere besiege as ever so closely i' we hav« a 
thousand passages and side holes, so tbst be can 
neither catch, nor de[mve us of our lib^ty. Why 
then, fly beyond seas ; but yon have sworn it, and that 
vexes me," " Nay, madam," cried Reyilard, " grieve 
not at that : the more forsworn, the less forlorn, you 
know ; therefore I will be forsworn, and rem^ in 
spite of his majesty, where 1 am. Agftinst his power 
I will array my poUcy. I will guard myself wdl, 
insomuch, that being compelled to open toy stock, 
let him not blame me, if be hurt himself with bis 
own fury." 

Meanwhile Bellin stood waiting at tbe gate, ex- 
ceedingly wroth and impatient ; and swearii^ both 
at the fox and the hare, he called loudly for sir 
Reynard to come. So at last he went and said 
sofUy: " Good Bellin, be not offended I Kayward is 
converaing with bis aunt ; and he bids me say, that 
if you will walk {orwaid, be will overtake you ; tot 
be is hght of foot, and speedier than you." " True I 
but 1 thought," said Bellin, " that I heard Kayward 
cry for help." " What I cry for help, forsooth ? do you 
imagine he can meet with any injttfy in my house 1" 
" No." " But I will t£ll you how you were deceived. 
Happening to inform my wife of my intdnded pil- 
grimage, she swooned away, and Kaywaid, in great 
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alann, cried out; ' BelUii, come help my aunt; sbe- 
dieel shediesl'" "Then I mistook the cry," said Bellin 
" You did," aaid Reynaid ; " and now let us talk of 
buainesc, good Bellin. You may recollect that the 
king and council iotreated me to write before I set 
out for the |Mlgrimage, upon some matters important 
to the state." " In what shall 1 cany these papers 
most safely," enquired BeUin. "That is already pro- 
vided fot you," replied Reynard ; "for you shall have 
my scrip which you may hang round your neck ; 
and take c£ire of it, they are matters of great im- 
portance." Then Reynaid returned into the house, 
, »nd taking Kaywaid's head, he thrust it into the 
scrip, and enjoined the ram not to look into it, as ha 
valued the king's favour, until he reached the court ; 
adding, that he might rest assured that his presenta- 
tion of the letters to the king, woidd pave the way 
to his great preferment. 

Bellin thanked the fox, and being informed that 
he had other affairs to impart to Kayward, set out 
on his Journey alone. When he arrived at court, he 
found the king in his palace, seated amidst his no- 
bility. The king wondered when he saw BelUn come 
in with the scrip made of Bruin's skin, and he said : 
" How now Bellin ! where is sir Reynard, that you 
have got bis scrip with you V " My dread lord," said 
Bdlin, " I have escorted the noble fox to his castle, 
wbep . aftei ^rt repose, be desired me to bear 
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certain letters to your majesty, of vast ünportance, 
which he enclosed in his ovn scrip." The king c(Hn- 
manded the letters to be delivered to his secretary, 
Bocait, an excellent linguist, who understood all 
languages, that he might read them puUioly. So 
he and sir Tibert the cat took the scrip from Bellin's 
neck, and opening the same, instead of letters, drew 
out the bloody head of Kaywaid, at vhich sight 
Ihey cried out in hi^;e dismay : " Woe, and alas I 
»hat letters call you these. Oh, dread lord, be- 
hold 1 here is nothing but the head of poor muidered 
Kayward." Seeing this, the monarch cried ; " Un- 
happy king that I am, ever to have given credit to 
the traitor fox 1" And overwhelmed with ai^er, 
£rief, and shame, he held down his head a good 
space, as well aa the queen likewise. At last shaking 
his royal locks, be made such a tremeodous noise, 
that all the lords of the forest trembled with fear. 
Then spake sir Firapel the leopard, the king's 
nearest kinsman, and said: " Why is your majesty 
thus troubled I such sorrow might become the queen's 
funeral: I do beseech yon assut^ your anguish. 
Are not you king and master ; are not all subject 
to your power V The king replied ; " Yes, cousin, but 
such mischief is beyond endurance. I am betrayed 
by a false villain, who has made me oppress my best 
IHends and subjects, even those of my council and 
my blood : the stout sir Bruin, and sir Isegrim the 
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volf. Yet had I not heaped upon myself thisfouldiB- 
honour, but for the queen's teodemess, which wrought 
upCHi me, and for which I shall evermore girieve." 
" What of all thU V re[died the leopard ; " you are 
seated above all injuries, and one smile caa s^lve 
the greatest wound upon your honour. You have 
power- to recompense and to punish, and you can 
destroy or restore reputation afl you [dease. What 
if the bear lost his akin, the wolf and dame Erse- 
wind, their shoes, you may in recompense, since 
Bellin has confessed himself a party to this foul 
murder; bestow him and his substance upon the 
party aggrieved. As for Reynard, we can go aod 
besiege hia castle, and having arrested hia person» 
hang him up by law of arms without further trial, 
and there is an end." 



The king consented to this motion, and despatched 
Firapel to the priaon, where the bear and thö wolf 
were in durance. "My lords," he said, " 1 bring a free 
and general pardon from hia majesty, as well as his 
good wishes, and recognition of your injuries. As 
some recompence he is pleased to bestow upon you 
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(Wt t^ his princely bounty, both BeUin the ram/and 
hisvhole generation with all they pomess; These 
yen are to hoU with full eonuaisiioii to slay, kill, 
and dcTooi them vrherever you meet them, in wood^ 
lielda, or mountains, untQ doomaday. The same 
pOTrtf b granted you over Eeynaid and the whole 
of hit lineagei Letten patent viU shortly be for- 
wuded to you, and BeUIn now awaits your pleasure." 
Peace being thus restored between the kmg and bis 
DoUes, BeUin was forthwith slain, (the wolf foHow- 
B^ up his enmity to him and his race in per|)etnity ;) 
and afterwards, . ibe king prochiimed a grand feast, 
wfaudi was held with all due s(demnity during twelve 

daya. 

- When these princely festivities, attended foy the 
kirds both of eaidi and air, had reached the eighth 
day, about high noon came Lsprd the coney, before 
&e king and qneen as they sat at fewst, and with a 
lamcntitble voice he ^aid : " Great king, have pity on 
lay miso^, and ottänd my complaint of the force 
aitd murder which Reynaid the fos had nearly com' 
nutted, as I passed by the castle of Halepaidus^ 
He stood outside his gates, atUred like a pilgrim, and 
thinking I might pass quietly, he crossed my way, 
saying his beads so devoutly, that I saluted him. 
He, returning no answer, stretched out his right foot, 
and gave me such a blow upon my neck, that I felt 
as if my bead had been smitten from my .body, but 
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yet 1 retained my sensee sufficiently, to start out of 
bis clavB, though very grieronsly hurt and wounded. 
Oiie of my e^'was left in his '^nsp ; and I trust 
you will DO longer permit this hloody murderer to 
afflict your poor subjects." 

While the coney was yet speaking, in came flying 
Corbant the rook, «ho, commg before the king, 
said : " Great king, I beseech you vouchsafe to hear 
me. I went this momii^ with Sharpbeak my wife, 
to recreate on the heath, and there we found Reynaid 
the fox laid on the giound like a dead carcase, his 
eyes staring, his tongue IdUng out of his mouth like 
a dead hound. Wondering at his strange plight 
we began to touch him, and he seemed quite dead. 
Then went my wife (poor carefiil soul) and laid her 
head to his mouth to see whether he drew any breath ; 
but the foul villain seeii^ the lime, snatched her 
head into his mouth, and tnt it clean off. At that 
1 shrieked out ' woe is me I' when the foul mur- 
derer made a sudden rush at me with the most 
deadly intent, so that I was glad to escape t^ 
moimting into the air, whence I saw him devour my 
wife in 80 terrible a stile, that the very thought is 
death tome, as I repeat it." 
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Whbh he heard these complainU of the ccmey 
and the nwk, the king's eyes darted fire amidst the 
lieams of his majesty, so that his CDantenance vaa 
^adfiil, and crnel to behokl. At length he spc^e : 
" By my ciown, and the truth 1 evermore owe to the 
queen my wife, I will rerei^ these outrages eom- 
mitted agUDSt my d^ity, until virtue shall t^ain 
adore me, and the wicked shall die with the remem- 
hrance : his falsehood and flattery shall no more de- 
ceive me. 

" Is this his journey to Rome, and to the Holy land? 
Are these the fruits of his scrip, and staff, and other 
wnaments becoming a devout pilgrim? Well, he 
shall find the rewaid of bis treasons; though it was 
allowing to the queen's persuasion; noi am I the 
JiTst that has been deceived by that soft gender, since 
many great spirits have fallen through their entice- 
ments." This said, he commanded alt the noblei 
and worthies of his court, to assist him with their 
counsel, how best to avenge the insults offered to 
the loyal dignity, that every offender. might know 
and feel the heavy price of his unjust actions. 

Isegrim and Bruin, hearing the king's words, wcM 
k5 
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greatly delighted, and hoped to satiate their full 
reveuge upon Reyi^rd ; yet still they kept silence. 
The king observing them mute, as if all were afraid 
of giving their opinions, he began to hang his head. 
But the queen, aft^r solemn leverence, said : " Sir, it 
is not the part of any excellait wisdom to teuere or 
protest any thing, until the matter be made appa- 
rent : neither should the wise turn both their ears 
to any eomplaJut, but receive one to entertain the 
defence of any one accused. For many times the 
accuser esceette the accused in injury ; and there- 
fore audi alleraiH partem ; for it is only an act of 
justice. However 1 have erred, I had good ground 
for my persuasion, for whether good or bed, you 
have no right to proceed ^;ainst Reynard, except 
according to the laws." When die queen had tlius 
spoken, Firapel the leopard scud : " The queen hath 
Apoken well, and therefore let R«ynard take the 
benefit of the laws, and first let hira be Eummoned. 
If he appear not before the end of the festival, to 
submit to your mercy, then your majesty may pro- 
ceed again^ him, as it shall appear beat." 

Isegrim the wolf replied ; " Sir Firapel, for my own 
part, I think none of this assembly, so that it only be 
approved by ray lord the ktag, can [»«sume to oppose 
your couQsd. . Yet this I dare mamtain, that however 
sir Reynard may feign to clear himself from these and 
a thousand other charges, yet I have that lodged in 
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ray bosom wUcb shall approve that he hath forfeited 
his life. Hut in his absence E will refhtin from speech 
except in regaid to the treasure vhich he has in- 
formed his majesty hes at Crekenpit in Hnsterloe ; 
than which there never came falser words from the 
mouth of any creature, as the whole was a malicions 
lie to injure me and the bear ; and obtain license to 
ravage and destroy all that approach near his castle. 
Nevertheless, let every thing be done in Ood's name, 
most pleasing to his inajesty, and to you, sir Firapel ; 
oidy I wiD say that if he had meant to- have appeared 
he wmild hare been here long before, upon the sum- 
mons of the last king's messenger." - 

The kmg snade answer : " I will have no other 
summons but that of my people's allegiance. Let all 
who respect mine honor equip ätemselves for thb 
war, and at the end of six days appear h^OK me 
with their bow9, guns, bombs, pikes and halbetds, 
some on horseback, some on foot, for 1 will besiege 
Malepardus instiuitly ; and destroy Reynard and all 
his generation for ever. This if any dislike, let him 
turn his back that I may know him for my enemy." 
And they all cried with one voice, *' *e are ready to 
atteiod your majesty." 

Grimbaid the Brock, hearing this determination, 
grew exceedingly sorry, and steaUng out of the as- 
semUy, he ran with all possible speed to Male|MTdus, 
neither sparing bush nor htier, pak or rail ; and as 
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he went, he said to himself ; " Alae, my dear nacle 
Reynard, into what dangere art thou falleo t only one 
step between thee and perdition. Well may I griere 
for thee, since thou art the top and honoT of our 
house, art wiaeand politic, and a fiiend to thy friends 
when they stand in need of counsel ; for thy sweet 
language can enchant all creatures, though it will no 
more avail thee." 

With Buch lamentations, Giimbaid reached Male- 
pardus, and found his uncle Reynard standing at 
the castle gate, eating two young [ügeona which he 
had caught as they were first trying to fly. Behold- 
ing his nephew, he said ; " Welcome, my beloved 
Grimbaid, the most esteemed of all my kindred, 
surely you must have run very hard, foryou sweat ex- 
ceeding. What tidings, man? how run the squares 
at court?" "How?" replied Grimbaid,"exceeding bad 
for you : you have forfeited your Lfe,your honor, and 
estate. The king is up in arms, with horse and foot 
innumerable ; and Isegrim and Bruin are in greater 
favour with his majesty than 1 am with you. It is 
high time you look to your safety ; their envy rages 
against you ; you are posted up as a thief and a 
murderer; besides Laprel the c<mey and Coibsnt 
the rook have made heinous complsdnts against you ; 
there is no escape irom death." "Tush!" said the fox, 
"ray dear nephew, if tbtsbetheworat,letitnot alann 
you; cQme, letus be cbee;; and ji^waut together; 
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What if the king Eiud all the court swear my death? 
yoa diall live to see me exalted above them all. Let 
them prate and jaogle together in counsel till they are 
tired : what boots it ? Without the aid of my wit 
and policy, neither the court nor the kingd<»ii can 
long hold together. Fear nothing, nephew, but dome 
aloi^ with me ; I have a pair of fat pigeons, iriw^ 
are meat of pure and light digestion. There can be 
nothing better, when young and tender; for they 
may almost be swallowed whole, their bones are little 
othei than Mood : come.along I say, and my wife will 
receive you Idndly. When we have feasted, I will 
go with you to court, for if I caa only get to speak 
before his majesty, I will gaQ some of my enemies 
yet. 1 have only to beg (hat yon will stand by me as 
one kinsman ought by another." " Doubt it not," re- 
|died Grimbaid, " both my life and property shall be at 
your service." "I thank you, nephew, and you shall not 
find me ungratefiil." " Sir," said the Brock," trust biddly 
to this, when you appear to aiuwer before the lords, 
not a hand shall dare to arrest you ; for true it is, that 
you enjoy the ftfVor of the queen." " Then I care not a 
hair for their worst maUce," said the fox ; " come let us 
go to »upper I" and they entered the cattle where they 
found Dame Ermelin and the family. " Nephew I" 
said the fox, " what think^yon of my children, Rey- 
naidineand Rössel : I hope they will do credit to our 
bmily. They proniee well J assure you; for one 
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lately caragfat a chickeo, and the other actually Jdlled 
a pullet : they are both good duckers, and caa de^ 
ceive the l^twiog and the mallard. I can now trust 
tfaeo) at a distance from me, and I shall soon äiüih 
my uwtruc^as how to escape gu», and to f(Hl alt 
theii en^nies so as to leave both hound» and hunts- 
mta at fault. . te fact, they are of the right stamp, 
nephew, and resemble me both in countenance and 
^ality.: they play ^mining, intai^le soothing, atid 
kill smiUng. Vhia is the true nature of oiu blood, 
and in this they are perfect, which is a great pride and 
conEolation to me." 



"UHOLe," '^^ ^ go^S "you may be proud you 
have such toward chUdien, audi rejoice because they 
«reofmyblood." AfW aupperwasconcludedjthefox 
wSling to have time to reflect upon his new Scheines, 
flaid, " I know your journey must have made you 
weary, nefdiew; you had better retire to rest." And 
they ail slept soundly except the wily cogitating fox. 
At the first dawn of day he arose, and proceeded 
widi Orimbard towards the court ; after having taken 
an affectionate leave of his ^ife and family. As they 
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journeyed over the heath, Reynard said, " Nephewj 
<he accidents of this world are various and unavoid- 
sbh, we are always subject, spite of the best con- 
certed schemes, to the strokes of fortune. Since I 
vna last shriven, I have conuuitted many sins ; there- 
fore I beseech you, let me make my confession before 
you, in order that I may pass with less trouUe through 
niy worst dangers.- ^Ht^n 1 confess, it is too true 
that! gave the bear a ^evoM wound in causing him 
to lose part of his hide, i stripped the wolf and his 
wife .of their shoes. I appeased the king only. with 
lies; for- 1 feigned a conspiracy against his majesty's 
life by sir Isegrim and sir Bruin, when no such idea 
existed ; while the great treasure I reported at Hus- 
terioe, was as fabulous as the rest, I slew Kaywaid, 
and betrayed Bellin to death ; I wounded and killed 
dame Sharpbeak, the rook's wife. 

" Finally, I foigot to mention at my last shrift, a 
peat piece of deceit 'which I committed ; but I wiB 
leve^ituow. Once, eS I went talkirtg with sir Ise- 
grim the vdtt, betveok Houthlust cmd Elverding, we 
bdeld. a goodly grey mate, grazing with a black foal 
by her side, which was quite fat and playAd. Sir 
Isegrim being almost dead for hunger, intimated me 
to inquire whether the, mare would - sell her foal ; to 
which the mare replied, that she would willingly for 
money. When 1 asked her the price, she said it was 
written. on her hinder foot, and if I pleased, I might 
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come and read it. But 1 Baw into her design, and 
said; 'Of a truth I cannot read, neither do I desiia 
to buy your foal ; I am only a messenger.' ' Then 
let the purchaser come,' said the mare, 'and I will give 
him satisfaction.' So I went to the wolf and told 
him what the mare said, assuring him he might have 
a bai^m, provided he could read ; for the price was 
.written on the raare's foot. ' Cousin,' quoth the wolf, 
'Icanreadbodi Latin and Greek, English, French, and 
Dutch. I have studied at Oxford, and argued with 
many doctors. I have heaid many stately plays re- 
cited, and sat in the place of judgment. I have taken 
degrees in both the laws, and can decypber any kind 
.of writing.' Thus saying, the boasting blockhead pro- 
ceeded to the spot, and intreated the mare to let him 
read the price. She held up her hind foot very po- 
litely, newly shod with strong iron, and as the wolf 
was inspecting, smote him so exactly upon the fore- 
head, that she threw him head over heels, and he lay 
in a dead swound, as long as a man might have ridden 
a mile and better. This done, away trotted the mare 
with her colt, and left the poor wolf all bloody and 
wounded. When he came to himself, he howled like 
a d(^: then went I to him, and said^; < sir Isegrim, 
deM uncle, how do you ? have you eaten too much of 
Ihe colt ? Pray give me a smalt share, for i went on 
your message honestly. Surely you have outslept 
jTOur dinner, good uncle t was it prose or rhime <fou 
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found written on the maie's foot ? I think it must 
hare been & aong, for I heard you sing : nay, yon shew 
your sch<dajship in all the arts.' 

" 'Alu,' cried the wolf, ' 1 am «xtremely ill hurt 
Foibear to disdain me, Reynard, for the damned more 
has an iion hoof upon her long leg, and I mistook 
the nails foi letters; verily, I think my skull iadoven; 
she has hit me such a cursed kick just as I was 
reading.' ' Aye, aye, uncle,' cried I, ' the most learned 
clerics are not the wisest men, you know. Poor men 
'sometimes outstrip them in judgment, and the reason 
is, you great scholars study so much, that you grow 
dtdl with over much labour.' 

" And now, fair nephew, I have unloaded my con- 
science, and delivered myself of as many of my sins 
as I can call to remembrance. I beseech you there- 
Axe, let me leccive absolution and penance, and 
then come what may, I am thrice armed against all 
dangers and mischances at court.'' Qrimbard -re- 
plied : " Your trespasses, Reynard, are great and hei- 
nous ; yet what is done is done ; the defkd must re- 
main dead, so I freely absolve you, upon assurance 
of repentance; only the contempt you shewed the 
king, in sending him Kayward's head, will I fear, 
lie heavy on your soul." " Why I" said the foK, " he 
that will live in the world, seeing one thing, hearing 
another, and learning a third, is sm« to meet with 
afflictioo. No man can touch honey, tmt will ha«? 
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to lick his fingers after. I often feel touches of re- 
pentance, but reason and our will are ever at va- 
riance ; u> that I often stop as if atmy wit's end, and 
cry out against my sins, feeling that I detest them. 
Yet soon the world and its vanities catch rae afain ; 
and when I find so many rubs ^sd standing Uo«^s 
ra my way, togeth^ with the example of rich and 
crafty prelatesi I am talcen fast, as it were in a 
trap. The w«ld first enchants t^b, and then fills 
me with coTetousness ; 'SO that what with my natural 
disposition, with the flesh and the deril, I have 
«loogh to do. if I gain ground one day, I lose my 
good resolution the next; thus I assure you, nephew, 
I am sometimes a saint ;■ and at others 1 am only 
for hell and wickedness. For 1 hear priests singing, 
piping, laughing, playing, and making all kinds of 
mirth ; and I find their words and actions totally at 
variance. From them I learn tny lying, and from 
lords at courts my flattery : for of a truth, lords, 
ladies, priests and clerks, among all creatures, use 
most dtsaimulattOni It is an offence to tdl< great 
men the truth ; and be that cannot dissemble, cannot 
live. I have often heard men speak truth ; yel they 
always adorn it with falsehoods of their own. For 
lies will push themselves in a way, as it w6re into our 
discourse« whether we will or no ; indeed they come 
quite 'natural to us. Falsehood hatha pKHydress, 
which keeps always in the fashion, a fashion to flatter. 
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to aooth, to threaten, to }n«y and to cone ; in fact, to 
do wy thing that may keep the weajc m suly^tioni 
and. those who do otbervtw, are thought simple. 
He UtRt has learnt to Ue and impoee upcoi us with- 
out stanunering, may do wmdfts: .he inay, wear 
scarlet, grey, or purple, as he pleases : he shall gain 
both by the laws spiritual and temporal, and come 
pff .victwious in every scheme. There are many 
wbst, imagine they can do it.neatly, but their cunning 
giils thfim; so, that when they-think they h^vc le- 
fimed the iatjaorsels^ they slip to the next trenchers. 
Others aie bliuit and Foolish, and tot want of 
method mar all their disconrses ; but he who can 
give his lie a fit and apt concluBion, , o^ pronounce 
it witht^ut rattling, and make it hke truth, fair and 
amiable, that is the ntaii worthy of our admiration. 
But there is no art in speaking tile truth ; it never 
make« the devil laugh : to lie well and with a grace, 
to raise up wrong a'^ove right, tomake moimtains out 
of mioe, and build castles in the air ; to make them 
juggleand look through th^ fitters : this, nephew, 
is aa. art valuable beyond expression. Yet evermore 
at the close, is sure to come misery and affliction ; 
' though he who speaks always truth, shall find most 
rubs in his way. There are bo many, that it is weU, 
nephew, that every trespass hath its mercy, just as 
there is no wisdom but what at times grows dull." 
"Uncle," said thegoat, "ofatiuth,youare30wise. 
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'that you cannot fail in any purpose ; I am delighted 
with your precepts, though they suipaai my uuder- 
jtanding. There is no longer need that you be 
ahiiven ; for yourself may play both Üie priest and 
the confessor ; such is your experience of Üie vorld, 
that it is impossible for any man to stand up against 
you." 

With these and similar conversations, they held 
on tlieir journey towaids the courL Yet the fox's 
heart, in spite of all his fair shev, was sad and 
.heavy, while the smiles of hope and confidence were 
in his face. He passed without any apparent agita- 
tion through the press of the court, even till he came 
into the king's presence, while hia nephew whispered 
him at his side: "Bear yourself bravely, dear 
. uncle, for fortune is ever enamoured of the brave." 
"You say true," cried the fox, as he went on, casting 
disdainful looks on those whom he did not like, as 
^much as to say : " Here I am ; what dare the 
proudest of you object against me?" He beheld many 
of his kindred whom he loved not, and many too, 
who loved him. As soon as he was come in full 
view of the king, he fell down on his knees, and 
Mfolte as follows. 
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" Mat that divine power from vhich nothing can 
be hidden, savp the lord my king, and my «ovoeign 
lady the queen, and give them grace to know who 
has right, and who haa wrong ; for there are many 
false shews in the world, and the countenance be- 
trays not the heart. Yet I wish it were openly re- 
vealed, and that every creature's trespass stood 
written on his forehead, elthou^ it cost me the 
uttermost of my substance ; or that your m^esty 
linew me as well as I do myself, and how 1 devote 
myself early and late, to your majesty's service. To 
this 1 owe the malice of my enemies, who envy me 
your majesty's grace and favour. I have indeed, 
cause to cry shame upon those who have so deadly 
belied me ; yet I know that my sovereign lord and 
lady will notbeimposeduponby their malicious false- 
hoods. Your majesties will consider all things ac- 
cording to the right of your laws : it is only justice I 
look for, and desire that the guilty may feel the full 
weight of his punishment. Believe me, dear lord, 
it shall be seen before I leave your court, who I am : 
one, who though he cannot flatter, will shew hit 
foce with unshriakiug eye, and an uublembhed foie-- 
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Afi that stood io the royal preeence were amazed, 
and looked at each other, when the fox spoke so 
bddly. But the king .with a stately countenance, 
replied : " Sir Reynard, I know you are expert in 
fallacies; but words will no longer avail you. I be- 
lieve this day will be the last of your glory and your 
disgrace ; therefore 1 will not chide you much, be- 
cause I intend you shall Live so short a time, fhe 
love you bear me, has been shewn to the coaey and 

. the rook ; your rewaid shall be a short life on earth, 
there is tut ancient saying : ' A pot may go Idng to 
the water, but will come home broken in the end :" 
and your crimes though so long successfiil, shall 

■ now pay the penalty with death." 

At these words, Reynard was stricken with fear, 
and wished himself far away; yet he found he must 
put the best face upon it, whatever fcNtune m^ht 
betide. He therefore said : " My sovereign lord ; 
it is but justice that you hear me, in answer to my 
accusers, for were my faults more heinous than 
any can make them, equity calls for a hearing 
from the accused. I have done the state some ser- 
vice with my counsels, and may do so still. I 
have never deserted your majesty in emergencies, 
when others shrunk from your side. If my ene- 
mies then utter slanders, have I not a right to 
complain. It was once otherwise, and time may 
briog round the old course, for the actions of good 
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servants ought not to be forgotten. I see here many 
of my kindiied and friends, who now make no ac- 
couBt of me, but can venture to deprive you of the 
best servant jou pc»seBs. Had I been guilty, »hould 
I have dared to have made my appearance thus vo- 
luntarily, in the very throng and press of my enemies. 
That would haye been madness, indeed, more espe- 
cially when I was at full liberty; but heaven be 
thanked I know my enemies, and dare encounter 
them, innocent as I am. Had I not laboured under 
the censure of the church, 1 would have sooner 
i^>eared; but when my uncle brought me the 
tidings, I was wandering soirowfully on the heath, 
where I met my uncle Martin, the ape, who far ex- 
ceeded any other priest, in his pastoral duties, having 
been chaplain to the bishop of Cambrick, these nine 
years. Seeing me in such great agony of heart, 
he said : ' Why so heavy in spirit, dear cousin ! and 
why is your countenance sosad? Think grief is easy to 
cany when the burden is divided among many friends.' 
" I' answered : ' You say true, dear uncle, such is 
indeed my fortune : not that I am guilty, yet sorrow 
is heaped upon me without cause. Those whom 1 
ranked among my best friends, accuse me ; as you 
will hear. Lately at the feast of Whitsuntide, 
whcB I was keeping fest; a time we must prepare 
fna hearts, 'Et vos estote paiati,' you know; in 
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came Laprel the cobey, and refreshed himself along 
with the children. My youngest son Rosse) came 
to take away what he lefl, for the nature of chüdren 
is ever eating and craving, when the coney smote 
bim on the mouth till his teeth bled. The Uttle 
fool fell down in a swoon, on seeing which, Reynai- 
dine my eldest son ran at the coney, caught him by 
the ears, and would questionless have slain him, 
had I not come to his rescue. I then g;aTe ray 
son correction for his fault ; but Laprel hastened to 
the Icing, and accused me of having soi^ht to 
destroy him. Thus ara I unjustly accused and 
brought into danger ; I who have most occasion to 
accuse others. Not long after came Corbant the 
rook, flying to my house with a sad noise, and on 
demanding what ailed him, he said: 'Alas my wife 
is dead. There was a dead hare full of moths and 
vermin, lying on the heath, of which she has eaten 
BO much that the worms have gnawed her throat 
asunder.' And having said this, away he flew, and 
reported forsooth^ that I had slain his wife ; though 
she Jhes in the air, and I walk on foot. Thus, dear 
uncle, you see how I am slandered, hut it is per- 
haps, for my old sins, and therefore I bear it with 
more patience.' Then my nephew the ape said : 
' You shall go to court, and disprove their false- 
hoods.' 'Alas uncle,' I replied, 'the archdeacon hHS 
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hkl under the pope's mine, because' I advised the 
wolf to fonake his holy ordere, ' when he. complained 
that be was unable to endure: that strict Ufe and-io 
much fasting.' Of. this adrice I now repent-me, 
since he has repaid my love with nothii^.but malice; 
and stiiring his majesty E^inst me with all the worst 
slanders he can invent. In fact, dear uncle, I. am 
brought to my wit's end, for as I must hasten to 
Rome for absolution, what injuries may. happen to 
my ,wife and children in my absence, through the 
malice of auch, bloodyr minded wretches as the wolf? 
Were I but quit of the pope's curse, 1 could: go to 
court, and pleading my Qwn cause might turn their 
malice against tfaemselveB." 

" 'Then pray, cousin,' replied the ^, ' cart off your 
sorrow, for I am expeiienced in diese matters, and 
know the way to Rome well. For I am CEdled<the 
bishop's clerk, and I will hasten thither and enter a 
plea against the archdeacon, trusting, in spite of him, 
to, bring you a well sealed absolution from the pope. 
Why, man, 1 have many great friends; as my uncle 
Snaon and others, Pen-stout, Wait-catch, and the rest, 
all.of whom will stand by me. - Nor will J go un- 
Aimished with money, for the law has no feet,to iiralk 
on withont money. A true friend is known in need, 
and you shall find me one without difficulty,, so cast 
aside your grief, I say, and prt^eed , to court, as I 
will now do, on your behalf to Rome. Meanwhile I 
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abwlm^rw bf »ä 'joar inn uxl <(i&flMeB; «wd en 
teaädsg COiM ^WBh^ meet 'tfam 'DtäaeRviBeaaxA 
tsymite, fcer t#& 'ritten imd oar -Am -cUkli«n,-be- 
■ides<odKre of thfe tanlf. Saluts them .from me, 
said «atdtrin wfa4t%as-{)iieaed. Hy v^ is ^ndent, I 
feDO» libr to be litilhAil, 'and like rme, «be will aevtr 
letv« ter Mends in danger. Yet shodd your afiure 
requn« it ßdl not to ditpatt^ine tidings ; koA Hwre 
IB not »B enemy, from the king and qseeu to the 
lotted of theirmil^ectB; — not ab enemy o£yowm, bat 
shdll instantly be jdaced nnder the p(^^ cnne. 
Su(A an ntteidiction BbsU be issoed again^ Ihe wfade . 
kingdom, Aat no holy or TCffal duty t^udl be per- 
foimed till you be restored to right and justice. 

""This, he contmued, 'rest assured, I can eäaily 
p^onn, 'fbr ttis holmeea ii very old, and litÜe es- 
teemed, -whae Cardinal Pare-gold beaft ■allthe iway 
}n'tite'coBntTy,beingyoungandTich in mTOyfriwids. 
Besides he has a mistreBB of whom he is so gready 
«namonred, that he denies her nothing which she de- 
mands. This lady is my niece, and wiB do irtiatever 
I request her ; so yon may go boldly to the king, and 
charge him to do you justice, cousin, which 1 know 
lie «rfU, as Tie undfcrstands that the laws «re made for 
the uM rf all men.' 

"When 1 heard him speak thiis, please ymir ma- 
jesty, I bmilefl, and with great jdy oame UHier to 
rdate die ftuth. Therefore if your majesty or any 
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loid widim Ail court, can <jtaiee m« -with toy Imt- 
poas «liatwMTer, and prove ttte «um t^.tMtüqooy, u 
the law ie<iiiiiea, or will o^Pinie «i^Mse^bimstlf to 
■Deperaoatopemea; graatroetwt & dt^ ^aod äqual 
Ikts, vhea I will raaiata» my innoecDee ia combat, 
provided be be my e4]uid in Inrdi apd depee. This 
is alavtfaatfaasnerer been put aside, and I tnut that 
in me, for me, or by nie, it shall not bow be hokm." 

T\k whole of 'äie assembly atood dwtA> and UBH^ed 
at hearing-these wofds, not expecting so much bdH- 
ness. As for the coney and the rook they stood so 
scared that they durst not speak, but sbrie away pri- 
vately out of court. When 4bey had gone a little way 
they said, " This devilish mnideret has such art ia his 
falsehood, äiat no tiuth has any chuice «f 0(»itending 
with it. It is far better for ns to save ourselves triiile 
there is yet time." 

Sir Isegrim the wdf, and Bruin the be«, were 
very sad when they saw these two desert the court: 
while the Idng said, "If there be any who woidd im- 
peach the fox, let him step forth, and he sbdl be 
heard. Yesterday we were laden witk complaints ; 
where ate diey to-day? beh<jd here is the fox reat^ 
to answer for himself." " My sovereign lord," said the 
fo$, "'ftbsence makes impudent aeciiseis bold when 
the accused's presence daunts them as your majes^ 
sees. 0, what it is to trust to the malice of these 
cowards! and how soon lliey may cmfbund good 
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men. As for me it matters not, only had they asked 
me foi^venesB^ I had qiuckly cast all their offences 
behind me, for I will, never more compdain of my 
enemies ; my revenge I. will safely confide to Heaven, 
and justice to your majesties." Then said the king, 
" Reynard, you speak well, if the inward heart resem- 
bles the outward shew ; but I fear your grief is not so 
great as you espiess it." "It far surpasses it, sire," 
replied the fox sorrowfiilly. " No !" quoth the king, " for 
I must chai^ you with one false treason : When I 
had pardoned ^1 your sins and offences, and you 
promised to go a |Hlgrimage to the Holy Land; 
when I had furnished you with scrip and staff' and 
all things reqaisite to the holy order, you shewed 
your utter contempt of them by sending back with 
BeUin the lam the head of Kaywaid, a thing so 
wholly reflecting upon roy honour, that no treason 
could be fouler. This you cannot affect to deny, for 
Bellin my chaplain at his death made known the 
whole transaction, and the same penalty, which he 
then paid shall now fall to your share." 
_ On hearing this sentence Reynard grew soie afraid 
and scarcely knew what to say. He looked with a 
woeful countenance upon all his kindred who stood 
round him ; his color went and came ; but none lent 
either hand or foot to help him. The ktng> then 
■aid, " Oh, thou false dissembUng traitor, why art 
ihou thus struck dumb?" The fox being full of 
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wiguish, lieavad a deep si^, as if hiti heart was 
breaking; so that all the beasts present except Ihe 
wolf and bear truly pitied him. Dame Rukenard in 
particular shed lean, tuid being a great, favorite of 
the queen she tix>k up the fox's defence, in so elo- 
quent and pathetic a strain as to melt the hearts of 
ail pieseat, not exceptii^ the king. The queen .then 
followed her favorite friend the ape's wife, until ob- 
serving the relenting mood of his Boveiei^, the fox, 
who had flattered himself with this result, [»oceeded 
to clench the nail and strike the iron while it was 
hot. 



Then Reynard again held up his head, and said: 
" Alas, my sovei'eign lord, what is that you said? Is 
good Kaywaid the hare then dead ? where then is 
Bellin the ram 7 These axe strange tidings I hear. 
What did Bellin bring to your majesty at his return t 
for my part I delivered him three rich inestimable 
jewels, which I would not have detained from your 
majesty for all the wealth of India. One of them 
was directed for my lord the lung, the other two for . 
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my sovereign lady Üie ^ueen." « Tot I received no- 
thing" siud the king, " but the head of poor murdered 
Kaymffd, for which I eKecuted my cha^ain the ram 
iBfltanay, as be confessed the crime to have been 
done ^ his advice and eounsel." "Canthisbe true?" 
cried the fiw; " diea woe is me, that ever I was bom : 
the fiMBt jewels that eve): were possessed by any 
euthly prince are lost and gone. I had rather have 
died before yonr me^esty ^onld be thus delranded; 
' Mid I know &af it will be the death of my wife, she 
will »erer ihote pnt trast in tte." " Dear nephew," 
cried the ape's wife; " let them go ! why sorrow thiH 
after transitory wealth y if ya« will give us a description 
ofthemit vill be just as good, and from that we may 
perhaps be able to find them. If not we can order 
the magician Alkaiin to consult his books, and search 
all the comers of the earth. Besides, whosoever 
detains them shall be cursed in all parishes until he 
shall restore them to the king's majesty." 

" But whom," said the fox, " shall we trust in this 
corrupt age, «lien even Sanctity itself walks masked and 
in disguise?" Then heaving another deep sigh to gild 
his dissimulation, he proceeded. " Now listen aO of 
you belong^g to my stoök aad linea^, fbr I will 
describe what these jewels were, of which both the 
kittg and myaelf have been defrinded. TTie first of 
than ihteiided tot hiB majesty. Was & trog of ftne and 
pta€ gold, and wtthin it, nett the flnger, were engraven 
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letters enunelled wttU aziue, and lafc d a, containiog 
tkiee HeBrav oames. Foi my tywi). |mt I oooWi 
a^ber fead nor sp«U tkem ; but Abroo of Treten t^ 
excellent Ungubt, who knows the natvie ^ all mcw- 
oer of herbs, aaimals, and minsrafB, assured la^ th#^ 
th^ wens those throe nwte» «hich S«th broi^hl^ «ft 
of Pqrwiim when h« presented his bther Adajawid) 
the oil o£ tneroy. Whoever shall weu tbes^ tlu«^ 
Bsnifs about bwi Adli never be hurt by thund^i ^ 
Ughtnmg, neither shall any kind of witchcraft hay« 
power to cbanu him, he shall not be tempted tq any 
sin (woukl ea«^ of my enemies had one to, wear) 
neither will heat or cold ever annoy him. Upoa it 
was enchased a most precious stone of three diyers 
colors. The first like red chrystal, glitteni^ with 
fire, and that with such brightness, that if one b(t4 
occasion to journey t^ night, the light thereof was aa 
great as that at noonday. Their color w^ a dear 
burnished while, the virtue of which would oure any 
blemish or soreness in the eyes ; also by stroking th^ 
grieved part, all manner of swellings, bead-achs, or 
any sickness whatever, whether of venom, ^eakiffis» 
of stomach, choUc, atone, strangiuy, fistula or can- 
cer, either ovtwudly applied as before shewn, or in- 
wardly by steeping the stone in water and swallowing 
it. Again as far as one bore it fasting, mto wht^tover 
company the wearer went it would make him infinitely 
bektv«d ; oihI tf be should b« «;(po9ed naked in fi tast 
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wide field, against an hundred anned enemies, yet 
should he-st^d firm>and come off with honor and 
victory. - Yet he must bejiobly bred, and of nochnrl- 
ish disposition; as the ring confers no virtue upon 
any who is not a'true genüeman. Now all these' 
virtues considered, I thought myself quite unworthy 
to keep it; therefore I sent it to you, my lord the 
king, knowing you to be the roost excellent. of all 
hving beings, and one on whom all his subjects' lives 
depend, most fit to be guarded then by so rich a 

" This ring I found in my father's treasure; and 
also a comb, and a glass mirror, which my wife begged 
to have. They were both jewels of great worth^ and 
these .were intended for the queen, because of the 
grace and mercy she extended towards me. The 
comb was made of the bone of a noble beast called 
Panthera, which lives between the greater India 
and earthly Paradise. He is so beautiful, that he 
partakes of alt the loveliest hues under heaven ; and 
the smell of him is so sweet and wholesome, that the 
very savour cures all infirmities. He is the physi- 
cian of all animals that fdlow him; he has one 
foirbooe broad and thin, in which when slain, are 
contained the whole virtues of the - animal. It can' 
never be broken nor consumed by any of the el^ 
nents; yet it is so light that a feather will poize it, 
abd it will receive a 6ne polish. The comb then re- 
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Bemblea finefiilrer; the teeth are small and straight, 
and between the great teeth and the small, there is 
engraven many an image very cunningly wrought and 
enamelled about with fine gold. The field is , che- 
quered with sables and silver, and therein is con- 
tained the story how Venus, Juno, and Pallas con- 
tended for the golden ball upon mount Ida, and how 
Paris was to present It to the fsdrest of them. 

" Paris, at that time, was a shepherd, and fed his ■ 
flocks along with Onone on that hill ; and first Juno 
pronÜBed that if he would bestow it upon her, she 
would make him the lichest man in the world. Pal? 
las said, that if she might have it he should become 
the wisest among all mortals, and the most fortunate 
i^ainst his enemies. But Venus said, ' What boots 
wealth, wisdom, or valour ; art thou not Prlai^'s son 
and Hector's brother, who sway all Asia — art thou 
not one of the heirs of mighty Troy? Givemethe 
bidt, and I will give thee the sweetest creature the 
world can boast, the fairest lady of all breathing ; 
she whose like no sun shall ever more behold. Thus 
thou shalt be richer than with riches, and tower above 
all, in pride. Thine will be .wealth none can praise 
too milch ; since such beauty is that heavenly elixir 
which turns all things into delight.' 

" Then presently Paris gave her the ball, confirming 
her the fairest among the goddesses ; and another place 
was ^gured, shewing how he .won Helen, and broi^ht 
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her tö Troy, *ith the solemnity of the marriftge, the 
honouf of the triumphsj and all else apperuUniug t» 
that graMd Story. 

" NoA for the inirror,it was not iaferior to either of 
the preceding; for the gjass was of anch rare virtue 
^at men might see and kuow whatever was done 
Within a mile ; whether the aetions of animals or any 
thing he should desire to know^ Whoever gaxed 
therein, was cured of every msdady ; and indeed so 
manifold w«re its virtues that Wotider not if I ahed 
tears over its los», "nie value of the Wfrtd ftr wc- 
ceeded tltat of gold, greatly resembling the wood 
Hebenus, Of which king Crampart made a h<»ae, tot 
love of thft most beautiful daughter of king Horet- 
dig». This horse was bo artfully coostructed, that 
whoever rode on it might speed above an hundred 
miles in less than an hour ; which Clamades the 
king's son ph)ved to his cost. Not believing in it^ 
and being strongKnd lusty, lie leaped upcHi the horse, 
when Crampart turning a pin tkbt was ifixed tn the 
breast of tfie engine, it west tbrottgh the psdaoe wik' 
dows like a shot, and curied him ten miles »t least 
the firet minute. At this mirade, Clamades was 
much afirr^ited, and imagined, as the atory goeB^ 
that he should never return again : biU «hot was at 
lei^h his inlfinite joy, when be hftd leuaed to guide 
and Inani^ Aie wonderful beaati 

" Strange histories -in girfd äad silver were decy- 
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phered oß the wood with sables, yelloy, aziue and 
cynope, all which colors were very curioiuly intfrlaid 
with each other, and the woids ^der e%ch history 
were so finely engraven and enamelled, that apy m^ 
■oig^t read the whole story. In truth the world Qeyer 
produced a thing of greater worth, lustre, or pl^afi^. 
In the upper part stood a horse in his natural glory, 
iat, Mr, and fiery, which vied with a stately hart that 
nm before him. Finding he could not overtake the 
hart, at which he wa^ filled with disdain, he wept to 
a heidunan near at hand, and told him that if h^ 
would Wp him to take a hart, he should have the 
profit of it ; horns, ^cin, and flesh. Then the herdsr 
man asked him what means he should use to get hjm. 
The horse said, 'Mount upon my back, and I will 
bear you after him, till yie have tired him down.' 
The herdsman accepted the oSer, and bestriding tl^ 
horee, pursued the deer. But he fled so fast, and 
gwned so much ^und, that the horse grew weary 
and bade the herdsman ahght, for he would rest him 
a^ifhile. ' No,' the herdsman said ; _' I have a bridle on 
Üiy head and spurs on my heels ; so thou art now my 
SMvant, neither will 1 part with thee, but govern thee 
as seems beat to my pleasure.' Tbi^ the hors^ 
brou^t biinaelf into ^hraldom, and was taken in hj# 
own net ; for no creatau« ha» a great» adversary 
' dian its own envy, and many while aiming at the 
downf^ of others, fyä upon their own ruin. 
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" In another part was represented the story of my 
father and Tibert the cat,how they travelled together, 
and had Bwom by their troth, that neither for love 
nor hate woüW they desert each other. It happened 
as " they ' were journeying along, they encountered 
hnnteirs coming over the fieldg^with a pack of hounds 
at their heels, from which they both fled apace. 
Then said the fox, seeing their lives in dai^r, ' Ti- 
b<»t, whither shall we turn, for the hunters have 
etpibd US ? for my part, I have a thousand wiles in 
raitdiness, and as long as we keep ti^ther, we - shaH 
h^ve'no need to fear them.' But the catbegan'to 
sigt), and was sore afraid ; ' Alas,' he stud, ' I have only 
one, and that must help me at my need ;* and witX 
Ihaf, he clambered up' a tree, leaving- my noble father 
in t)>e lurch ; who then fled with a whole kennel at 
hi; heels, and hunters crying, ' kill the fox, kill the 
fox'.' • . 

" Tibert also mocked my father, saying : ' Now, 
cousin, it is hi^ time to try your hundred wiles ; for 
if your wit fail you, I fear your ' whole body will 
perish.' My fatherwas much hurt at these reproaches 
from a friend in whom he trusted, only he had not 
time to listen to them. For the dogs were so close 
upon hirä, that had he not luckily met with a hole at 
hand, it must have gwie hard with him. You may 
thus see the false bith of the cat, like whom there 
are many living at this time, and though this might 
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well excused from lovjng\the!cat, my soul's health 
and cliaiity:bind me to the contrary, and I wish him 
BO; harm, thoi^h 1 confess his misfortuDes would not 
grieve me. ', 

, " On the same minor was written the hiatory of the 
wolf; how he found a dead horse upon the heath, 
whose fleeh being eaten away, he was fain to gnaw 
the bones. Swallowing, them, too hastily, one stuck 
across his . äiroat, and almost choked him. In this 
exliemity, running and crying erery where for a sur- 
geon to ease his torments, in the end he met with 
the crane, and besought him with his long neck and 
bill, to help him, and he would pve him great re- 
wards. - Behevii^him,the craneputin hislongneck 
quite down his throat, and brought up the long bone. 
At this pull, the wolf started and howled out : ' How 
youhml! but I forgive you, if you will not do it 
^ain.' Then the crane said, ' sir Isegrim, bejoyous 
and frolick, you are whole. I only look for the pro- 
mised reward.' .' Howl' cried the wolf I 'what impu- 
dence is this^ I suffer, and have cause to comjdaiD, 
yet: you want to be rewarded. Do you forget that 
your head was in my mouth, and yet that I spared 
your life. Yes, though you put me to ^at pain, I 
allowed you to' take your head out again. Yon are 
ungrateful ; it is I who ov^ht ' to call for some 
re<iMud.' 
■ " These three rarities I vowed to se&d to yovr 
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majesties, and c(»üd thinlLof no better a 
dum Kaywaid Ihe bare and Bellin the ram. Little 
did 1 then imagine that good Kaywaid was so near 
his end. Yet I will search the whole world, but I wiU 
find the mwderei; for murd» cannot be hid. It 
may be, be is in this presence vhc knows what is be- 
c<mie of Kayward, although he conceal it, for many 
devils walk like samts. Yet the greatest wonder of 
all is, and which troubles me laost, that my lord the 
king should say that my father, and not I myself, ever 
did good. But weighbf affairs mt^ well produce for- 
gfitfulness in kings, or your majesty might call to 
mind how when the king your father lived, and you 
were a prince not above two years old, my fatbar 
came from the school at Mon^Uer, where he had 
studied the «it (^ pbyäc five years, and became bo 
exp«t in all its principles, and so famous in tbo« 
days, that he woi« ckrtbesof ailkand a golden giidla. 
Now when he arrived at court, he found the king in 
great extremity, which grieved him, for he loved the 
old king your. father; and the king rejoiced at bii 
pieeence, aad would not sufier him to quit hia aide. 
He said, ' Reynard, I am exceeding «ok, and 1 feel 
my sickness increasing.' Uy father acBweied, ' My 
lord, here is an urinal; as soon as I behold the color 
of your kidaeyB, I will give you my ojüuion of the 
state you are in.' The king did as he was advised, 
for he trusted not any equal to him. Then said my 
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father, ' My best lord, if you will be eased of jaai 
disorder, you must needs take the liquor of a vcit of 
teven years old, or elae your disease is iacnrable.' 

The woir at that time h34>pened to stand by your 
lather, but said nothing : whereupon the kins' '^^ 
Ceived : ■ $ir Is^;riin, you hear Üiere is uoäiing 
which can cure me besides your liquor.' The wolf 
teplied : ' Not bo, my lord, for 1 am not yet fiill fim 
years dd.' 'It is no matter,' aiiswered my father ; Met 
him be opened, and when I see the liquor, I wiH teH 
you if it be mediciliable.' The wolf jna then carried 
howling to the kitchen, and his liquor extracted, 
«4iich the king bx^, and was soon cured of his dis- 
ord«. Then the kit^ thanked my father, and com- 
manded all his subjects upon paim of death, from that 
hour to give him the title of sk Reynard, presentii^ 
him with the castle of Malepardus and the neigh- 
bouring warrens, besides a uumb^ of orders and title» 
to boot. Yet he still abode with the kin^, and was 
consulted in all thia^ ; he waa presented yrilh a gar- 
land of roses to wear like a crown upon his head. 
But the remembrance of his services is all paat aod 
gone, and his enemies are advanced — virtue is tramp- 
led, and itinocence lies in sorrow. For when haie- 
bess and avaiice are made masters, they neither Jcnow 
themselves, nor consider the lowlineSB whence thejr 
tjtfung. They have no hearts for pity, nor ears for 
the poor -man'« cwise. Odd is the goal they nm to, 
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Mid ^fts the god which they worship. What great 
man's gate does not look towards covetousneaa ; — 
where is not rank flattery entertained ; — and what 
pnnce trices hate at his own praises ? 

" This was,, my lord, an accident which befell in 
your youth and you may easily foi^t it ; yet, without 
hoasting', I think I may say, I, as well as my father, 
have consulted your honor and service. Far be it 
from me to repeat these things, I would not upbraid 
your msgesty who are always worthy of more than I 
can render— my uttermost is but the rent of a loyal 
subject, which I am ever bound by the laws of God 
and natnre to pay. But I must say that so it was, 
when the wolf and I together had gotten a swine 
under us, and on account of his extreme loud crying 
were compelled to bite him to death; at that time 
your royal self came out of a grove, and saluted iis 
saying : that you and the queen your consort, were 
both exceeding hungry, and intreated of us to give 
you part. Is^;rim murmured something, but I spake 
out aloud : ' With all my heart, my lord, aitd were it 
better than it is, it were too mean for your deserts.' 
But Isegrim taking half of the swine went grumbling 
away. 

" This, and many such actions as this, I hare done 
for your majesty's sake — too painfid to repeat They 
are all expunged from memory; but. time and. my 
loyalty, will one day, I trust, recall them. . I have 
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seen the day when no affair of moment vas transacted 
at court without my concurrence ; and though the 
same policy and judgment aie not now bo highly prized, 
circumstances may l»inf them into action with the 
same reputation as heretofore ; as long aa 1 aim only 
at justice. For if any one can assert or prove the 
contraiy, here I stand to endure the worst the law can 
inflict. But if malice only slander me, without wit- 
ness, I crave the combat according to law and usage 
of the court," "Then," said the king, "Reynard, you 
say well: and nothing know I of KaySvaid's death 
save the Iffin^ng of his head hither by Bellin the 
ram; and so I acquit you of that savage deed.'' 
" My dear lord," said the fox, " I humbly thank you, 
yet I cannot so easily pass over his death. I remem- 
ber how heavy my heart felt at his departure, which 
I t^dce to be a certain presage of the loss which sub- 
seqnendy happened." ' 

These words, and the sad looks of the fos amazed 
all the beholders, insomuch that they could haidly 
refiise to believe what he had said, and in fact every 
one lamented his loss and pitied his sorrow. 
' The kii^ and queen were the most affected of any, 
and then intreated him that he would make diluent 
search for the discovery of those precious jewels, his 
praises having excited the royal curiosity and avarice 
beyond measure. And because he affirmed that he 
had intended those rare articlea for them, tboi^ 
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they nevei rq of^ a» gftw ^m^ 3»t the? gaye hinj, 
as great than^asiföt^ ban} bee« ia Uteii safepoi- 
seuioQ, ifo gntiSed waa tWr v^t;)- apd tbcy <k- 
siied that be would uae all raeafw W reco¥erj tbeoL 



Sift Reynard understood their roeanbg. exceeding 
well, and, though he tittle meant to perfiKm.'what they 
iutrealed, be diaukedthe king and quee% Tonringnot 
to rest, either night or day, until he had found what 
was become of those precious jeweis. He, beaeeehed 
his majesty that if they should be. concealed in places 
where entrance waa ItM'bidden by fnrce, his maji^ty 
would assist him, as their discovery so neariy wa' 
cemed him. The king readied, " Thai as soon as it 
diould be known where they were, no help <? aaaiat-? 
ance should be wantu^.' Having tlpu obtained »& 
the success he aimed at by his false tales ^ flatitey, 
he thought be mi^t go whither he pleaded, and that 
ncme would dan to oppose him. But sir ttegtim had 
stood l^ the whole of this time infinitely displeased) 
and no louder able to restiain his auger, he caed : 
" Oh, roy dread lord, ia it poRsibls yow miyesty 
BhcHdd be BO weak and credulous, as to oiedtt the 
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falsehoods of thia arch impostf». Tbey are only 
shadom and chimeras whicb he holds oat to mbdead 
you ; tmt be not deceived by. him, he is a wretch 
corered widi blood and treason, and he mocks and 
Eci^ your mc^eaty to your face. But I am ^ad we 
are here b^thei in your loyal presence, and 1 intend 
to ring Bitch a peal of justice over his head that 
all the lies he can invent, shaU not bear him airay 
withmfeAy. 

" Not l(Hig since, this snuliiig but bittei-hearted 
traitor penuaded my wife that he would tcadi her 
hov to cAch ash— as many as she pleased. It was 
one cold wintor*! momiBg ; aitd having first made a. 
bole is the ice, he tcdd her that if she would let her 
tail hang i» the water a g:ood while, numbera of fish 
would come and seize bold of it, when she might 
ea«ly pull them upon Und. This the sin^ fool did ; 
and stood there so long that ber tail was firozen hard 
tothe ice, so that all the force she had, was not able 
to p^ it out Well might she shriek, cry, and feed 
iqim the Imne of her own tears, bid all to no purpose, 
hftd I not providentially been passing near. So I 
went UBto her with much soirow and heaviness, hav* 
Ing a. world of labour ere I could break tiie ice about 
h&, and in de^t« of all my conning, yet she was 
ccMi^cIled to leave A pieee of her tail behind her i 
and, Indeed, we both escaped hardly widi ou hves. 
For by reason of h» great aagui^, she baiked s» 
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loud, that the people of the next village rose up, and 
so fiercely aasaulted us, that 1 never waa in bo despe- 
rate a taking. Thus, my gracious lord, you have 
heard' how this traitor hath used us, and against 
the same ve crave the right of your law and justice." 
At this serious chaige sir Reynard answered and 
said -. " If this were true, I confess it would touch 
me near in honour and reputation ; but God fofhid 
that such a slander should be proved gainst me. I 
confess I did teach her to catch fish, but her greedi- 
ness so transported her when she heard me name it, 
that she ran among the pieces of ice wMiout any 
direction, and stopjHng too long she was frozen, 
though she had eaten as much as would have satis- 
fied twenty reasonable beings ; but it ; is a genial 
saying ' that have all will miss all ;' and so the lady 
got fastened in the ice. I was employed in charita- 
bly lending her my assistance ; when up came the 
furious Isegrim, and most basely slandered me. At 
the same time he cursed bitterly, instead of thanking 
me for my goodness ; and more to avoid his blasphemy 
than his threats 1 went my way. Truth is my badge, 
and hath ever been the device of all my ancestors, 
and if any scruple my assertion, I require but eight 
days' liberty, that 1 may confer with my learned coun- 
sel, when I will with oath and testimony make good 
my words. As for sir Is^rim, what have I to do with 
him ? it is already known that he is an abandoned 
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notorious villain, false both to heaven and your ma- 
jesty, and now his ovn words witness that he is a 
base slanderer. Let the matter be referred to hie 
wife — if she accuse me, let me be held guilty ; pro- 
vided she be not overawed by the tyranny of her 
husband." 

" Villain," cried sir Isegrim, " recollect when you 
fell to the bottom of the well, and lay in peril, my 
wife hearing thee moan ran to assist thee. Then thou 
didst persuade her to lower herself down by the bucket 
int» the well, leaping at the same time into thai hang- 
ing by ^e other pulley at the bottom, when thou 
being lifter than she, didst reach the top and she 
feU heavily to the bottom. When she complained : 
you only said ; ' Nay, it is but the fashion of the world : 
as one comes up, another must get down ;' and so 
saying, you leaped out of the bucket and ran away." 
To this the fox replied ; " I had rather you should 
have been there than myself, for you are stronger and 
better able to endure hunger. At that hour of neces- 
sity both of us could not escape ; and I taught your 
wife wisdom and experience, that she should neither 
trust friend nor foe, when our own peril is in ques- 
tion ; for nature teaches us to love our own welfare, 
and he who does not is crowned with nothing but the 
title of folly." 
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SiH IsEGtaiu waxing very wroth, answered the fox : 
" Villaiu as &on art, thjr uaDolce and scorns I des- 
pise, twst.äiy ii^uries I will apt bear. You eay you 
have bdpedme ia my aeed, -whm 1 ww almost dead 
irith fannger, trat tlu>u beat in thy throat. You neyer 
-gam me better Ifaan a bare booe, afta you had 
'gnawed it w^yotuself. This you t%y, to injuie my 
reputatiOD, and agaia, you ftCdue me of tieasoii 
agamstlbe king, for the edse dfthy&lse treansoa 
Eit Husterloe, besides having iqjuted and slandered 
my «^ife, wfaidi vül contioue to etirä our name until 
«e are avenged. Therefore look no longer .tw 
escape ; here, before my lord the king, and you my 
noble friends and kinsmen, I affirm and will ap- 
prove to the last drop of my blood, that thou Reynard 
the Fox, art afalse traitor and murderer, as I vill 
ni:^ good upon thy body within the lists of the 
fi^, until our strife shall have a fatal end, body to 
body, and Ufe to life. Witness for me here, J cast 
down my 0ovc, whic^ J daie thee to take up, that I 
may have right for my injuries, or die Uke a recreant 
and coward." 
Reynard was somewhat perj^exed when it came 
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to tliii; he kniew himtiäir'inuch tM> vealt for the 
«otf, Mi4 feared- to cOide «ff widi die wo»t. B«t 
«wdilHily reelecting -tile advantage he hod m the 
iMirs fore «IfttvB being pulled off, uid ertlich weVe 
«>t 7et heMed, be mustered courage to Mfij : 
" WJioeVcBT w^ that I am B ftke tnutor and i :Ur- 
Aever, fies in kis throat, eäpecieS^ Iiegrtm above all 
«llien. IPoH 'fool, thoH 'art itBding -the sffiOr Os T, 
<Mndd%RWie; % proof of -which I take up thy gage 
~(Uid tl^v do^jro mine, to prore'tbou Rrta-Gar and 
trttkor, as of old." 

This seid, ^ king received their {J^fesj trnä ad- 
nitted the hatde, commanding each to put in his 
furetyttiBt-tiie combat should be tried oti (he moiiMr. 
TWd 8tei^>ed forth the bear and the cat, Arid became 
Mnvtiefl fat öie Wolf J and fordie fox-appeared Orim- 
bard tile -brock, and Betetas. When aH beremOniea 
-were fiiüehed, the ape's wife taking ReyMod aside, 
«aid : " Ne|^ew 1 I beseech you, look to yoursdf in 
Ais batüe, be bold and wise. Your tinele tai^t 
■We once a -prayer of singular virtue for any com- 
-batant ; which he leamt from that excelfent schdar 
-and detk, tiie alibot of Budelo. If you utter that 
''prayer with great devotion, fosting, you shall never 
'he utterly vanquished, however hard pressed iriftie 
fi^. Iltereforei'good nephew, be ifot afraid ; 'for 
twrnonow I -will reid it to you fasting; and Ae 
Vdf shdl never prevail." Reynard, grateful as he 
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said, for her favoars, swore that his quanel w^ good 
ADd honest, and that he had no doubt of h>B sui;cess. 
The. whole of that night he tarried with his kinsmen, 
who sought to amuse him with pleasant discourse. 
Dame Rukeoaid was still su^esting- something for 
advantage in the appvoachiag battle; and she per- 
suaded him to have the whole of his hair shaved off^ 
from head to tail, and aftervaids anointed his body 
over, with oUve oil. This made him so smooth and 
sUppery, that the wolf could scarcely hope to keep 
his hold ; besides, he was round and plump, which 
waa also much to his advantage. She next advised 
him that night to drink exceeding much, that he 
.might be more able to blind his enemy in the morning, 
but by no means to waste his ammunition till he 
came to close quarters in the field. " Then whenyou 
see the moment, take your bush tail, and strike it 
well in the villain's eyes, until you have quite per- 
plexed and blinded him. But in the int«va]s keep 
your bush between your legs, as close as you can, 
lest he catch you by it, and level you with the 
^ound. Take sharp heed at first to shun his blows: 
elude them, nephew, and make him toil and sweat 
after you in vain. Lead him where there is plen^ 
of dust, and having first besprinkled him, l^^-»p 
the dust in his eyes with your h^ls. Then, take 
your advanti^ when he cas no longer see, and 
smite and bite him tnpst mischievously, still con- 
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tinwDg to mystify both his sight and understanding', 
by bfushii^ him in the face from time to time. 
Thus put him to the torture tilt you have quite 
wearied him out; and fear not, for though he be 
stroag and stout, his heart is little and weak, "niis, 
nephew, is my advice; art prevails as much as 
coarse ; therefore look to it, and think how mueh 
wealth, honour, and reputation you may reap, both 
for youi^f and family, by accompUshlng this great 
feat. Now for the chEuin which I teomt from your 
aucle Martin, and which vrill help to make you in- 
vincible, it is as follows : Then laying her hand upon 
his head : she cried, " Blasrd, Ihay, Alphenio, Ras- 
bue, Gorsons; Arsbuntro. There, nephew, now yoa 
are &ee from all powers of mischief and danger 
whatsoever. Go then to rest, for it is near day, and 
some sleep will make your body the better disposed 
for action, on the great and eventful morrow." 

The fox gave her infinite thanks, saying, she 
had bound him to her a servant for ever, and that 
he fdt entire confidence in the excellent rules she 
had laid down. He then laid himself down to rest, 
under a green tree on the grass, till it was sun-rise, 
when the otter came to awake him, saying he had 
brought him a fat young duck to eat. "I have toiled 
all this blessed night," he said, " to get this present for 
you, dear cousin, which I took from a feeder. Here, 
t^e and eat it, fot it will give you vigour and cou- 
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rage." The fox thanked him kindly, and said it was 
hicky hansel, assuring - his friend, that if he sorrived 
that day, he would requite it. Reynaid tiien eat 
the duck without bread or sauce; except his hunger, 
and to it he drank four great draughts of water. He 
then hastened to the aj^pointed place of action, when 
the lists stood, with all his kindred attending on him. 
When the king beheld -Reynard thus shorn and 
oiled, he said to him : " Well, air Reynard, I see 
you are very carefiil of your own safety : you have 
little respect for booty, so you escape danger." The 
fox answered not a word, but bowed hiniEdf humbly 
to the ground before their majesties, the king and 
the queen, and proceeded into the field. At the 
same time the wolf was also ready, and Stood boasting 
with many proud, and Tsin-glorioue speeches. The 
marshals and rulers of the lists were the Libbard 
and the Loss. These last brought forth a book on 
which the wolf swore, and msüntained his assertion, 
that the fox was a traitor and a murderer, which 
he would prove on his body, or be accounted a 
recreant. 

When these ceremonies were over, the marshals 
of the field held them to their devoir. And then every 
one abandoned the lists save dame Rukenard, who 
stood by the fox, reminding him of the rules of 
battle she had given him. She bade him recollect 
how, when he wis scarcely seven years old, he had 
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wisdom enottih to find Wb way to hi» ftthet'» casäe 
oa the dBi&eat night .without any lanäioni, or even th« 
light of^ moon. That his experience was much 
greater, and hk reputation fot wisdom mote frequent 
with his companions than any other; and that he 
ought -therefore to make double exerticms to win. the 
day, whichwQuld be an eternal mtmumentto him, and 
his family for evermtu«. To this the fox answered, 
" My b^t aunt, beassured I will do my best« and not 
finget a tittle of your oounael. I ioviA not but my 
^nds shall reap honour, and my foes shame by my 
actions." To this the ape said amen and so de- 
parted. 



WHEtr none but the combatants were left in tbe 
lists, and the signal was given, the wolf advanced 
towards sir Reynard with infinite rage and fury 
thinking to catch his enemy in his fore feet, but the 
fox leaped nimbly aside. The wdf then pursued 
him, and there began a tedious chase, on which the 
friends on both «des gazed with eameatness. Taking 
luige .leaps and stridei, sir Isegrim soon oveitodc 
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him, and lifting up his feet to atHke, Reynard 
avoided the blow, and ' smote his adversely on the 
face with his taQ. It toldso well, that air Isegrim 
was ahnost stricken blind ; in fact, it was a complete 
damper, and smarted excessively. He was compelled 
to rest while he cleared his eyes, an advantage which 
Reynard did not loose ; for he scratched up the dust 
with his feet, and threw it boldly in the eyes of his 
enemy, close under his nose, as he was thus em- 
ployed; a feat which called forth loud applause. 
This dust tormented sir Isegrim worse than the 
brush, and he ventured to follow him no longer. 
His eyes smarted so sorely, that he sought to wash 
the dust away, at which Reynard ran in upon him, 
and gave him three severe wounds upon his head 
with his teeth, saying, " Have I bit you, sir Isegrim 1 
1 will soon bite you better. You have killed many 
a lamb, and many an innocent beast, and would give 
me the credit of it, but you shall find the price of 
your knavery. I am now sent to punish tiiy uns, 
and Iwin give thee thy absolution bravely. It is good 
thou use patience. I will make a hell of thy pur- 
gatory, for thy life will be at my mercy. Yet if thoa 
wilt kneel down and crave forgiveness, confessing 
thyself vanquished, though thou art the vilest crea- 
ture living, I will spare thy life, for such is my pity 
that 1 am loth to kill thee." These words made 
eir Isegrim mad and desperate, so' that he could find 
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no vent to his fuiy; for bis nounds Ued, his eyes 
«narted, and his whole frame was. oppressed. 

In the height of hia fury he raised up his foot, 
and hit the fox so severe a blow, that. he felled 
him to the ground. But sir Reynard being nimble, 
quickly rose, and fiercely encouncerii^ the wolf, a 
dreadful and doubtful combat began. Ten times 
the wolf leaped upoD sir Reynard, in the hope of 
catching or killing him, but his skin was so slippery 
and oily that be could not bold him. Nay, so ex- 
tremely active was he in the %bt, that when the 
wolf thought he had him in the surest, he would shift 
himself between his legs, and under bis belly, each 
time dealing the wolf a tnte, or a brush on the face 
with his, tail, that poor sir Isegrim was almost re- 
duced to despair. 

Various wounds and bitings passed on either side, 
the one achieved by cunning, the other by violence, 
the one expressing fury, the other temperance. At 
length sir Isegrim enraged that the combat bad con- 
tinued so long, for bad his feet been sound it would 
have been much shorter, he said to himself, " 1 wiV 
make an end of this fight, it is too long; and I 
know my very weight is enoi^h to crush him to 
pieces. I am now losing my reputation in fighting 
with him at all." This said, he struck Reynard ano- 
ther severe blow upon his head, and again felled him 
to the ground. Eie he could recover himself and 
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arise, he CBagbt tbe fox in his feet, and thrusting 
him under him, he lay upoa him vith his whole 
weight Üimkingto stifle him. 

Now Reynard began to be seriously alanned, while 
sir Isegrim^s friends shouted for joy; but the fox 
though he ceased to joke, defended himself manudly 
widi his claws stretched as he was upon the ground.' 
When the wolf thus pressing aad Utii^ him, sought 
to put an end to his existence, the fox bit hun again 
in the belly, and repelled his attempts at worrying 
him with his fore claws, so that he actually tore the 
skin between the wdfs eyebrows. His ears bled and 
one of his eyes was banging out of his head ; he 
howled out in great extremity, and as be was wiping 
his face Reynaid took an opportunity of regaining 
his legs. But the wolf striking furiously . after him 
again caught him in his arms, and held him fast. 
Never was Reynard in such straits before, fuid fierce 
was now the struggle between them. Passion made 
the wolf fo^t his smart ; and griping the fbi under 
him, he got his hand into bis moiith and nearly tnt it 
off. Then spoke sir Isegrim to Reyn^ : " Yield 
thyself vanquished, or else I will certainly slay thee ; 
neither thy dust, thy brush, thy mocks, or any more 
subtle inventions shall now save' thee: thou art 
utterly desperate." When the fox heard this, he 
dwught there was Uttle choice left, as either would 
behib ruin. But there b«ng no time to lose, be said : 
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" Dear uncle, since fortune will so have it, I jdeld to 
your conunanda ; I will travel for you to the Holy 
Land oc any other Bort of pilgrimage ; yea, or perform 
any service most beneficial to your soul and the souls 
of your forefathers : I will obey you, as 1 would obey 
the king or our holy father the pope. I will hold my 
lands and tfnements from you as well as the rest of 
my kindred. You shall be a lord of many lords, and 
none shall dare to move t^ainst you. Whatever, I 
catch, whether pullets, geese, partridges, oc plover, 
flesh or fish, you, your wife and children, shall ever 
have' the first choice. Again, we are so near in 
blood Üiat nature forbid» there should be any long 
enmity between us ; and I would not have fought 
against you had I been sure of victoiy. You first 
appealed and then of necessity I must do my utmost, 
yet even in this battle I have been courteous to you 
and not acted as I should to a stranger; for wdl I 
Iinow it is the duty of a nephew to spai;« his uncle', 
which you might easily perceive from my running 
from you, I might have often hurt you when I re- 
fused, nor are you any worse except for the blemish 
in your eye, for which I am soiry and wish it had not 
haj^iened. I therefore humbly beseech you that you 
will permit poor Reynard to live ; I- know you might 
kill me, but what will that avail you, when you can 
never bve in safety for fear of the revenge of my kin- 
dred? Temperance in wrath is an ezcelleot thing, 
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viae rashness is still the mother of repentance. You, 
uncle, I know to be valiant, wise, and discreet, yon 
rather seek honor, peace, and good fame than hlood 
and rerenge." To this sir Is^rim replied, " Thou 
infinite dissembler ; thou wouldst fain be free fk>ro 
the badge of my servitude. It is well 1 understand 
thee, and know that if Ihou wert safe on thy feet, 
thou would'st BOOQ forswear this submission. . But 
all the wealth in the world shall not purchase thy 
ransom. For thee and thy friends I esteem them 
not, Qor bebeve a word of what thou hast uttered. 
1 am no bird for thy lime bush, chaff cannot deceive 
me. Thou would'st triumph bravely were I to credit 
tiiee ; but know that I have wit to look both on this 
side and beyond thee. Thy iimumerable deceits 
have armed me against thee ; and look upon me and 
my wounds, and then say if thou bast spared me. 
Thou did'st not even give me time to breathe, nw 
will I now give thee time to repent in ; for thou hast 
dishonored me in every mode thy villainy could 
devise." 

Now whilst sir Is^rim was thus prating, Reynard 
was thinlfing how he might best get free, so thrusting 
his other hand which was at liberty down under his 
belly, he caught sir Isegrim fast between the 1^, 
and wrung him so extremely, that he made him 
shriek and howl out with anguish. Then the fox 
drew his other hand out of his mouth, for sir Isegiin 
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ins in such wondrous torment that he was only a 
few degreeB from Bwooniog, and completed the tor- 
ture he was inflicting. Human nature could endure 
no more, sir Isegrim fell over in a deadly fit, and 
Reynard draped him by the legs about the lists. He 
then struck, wounded and bit him in divers places, so 
that the whole field might behold the punishment he 
mflict«d. Sir Is^nm's Ariends meanwhile were 
transfixed with sorrow and despair, so they went 
weeping and lamentir^ to the kiag, praying him to 
appease the combat and take it into his own hands. 
Their suit was granted, and the marshals Libbard 
and Loss, entered the lists, and told the fox that the 
king would speak with him, that the fight should 
cease, and that he would take it into his royal hands 
to determine ; adding that his majesty, did not wish 
to lose either of them, though the whole field had 
given the fox the victory. 

"I humbly thank his majesty," said the fox, "and I 
will obey his commands, my amUtion extending no 
&rther than to be proclaimed victor. I beseech you 
then, let my friends come and attend me; I will do 
acccvding as they advise." They answered it was 
reasonable, and then came forth lady Slopard, and 
sir Grimbard l^r lead, lady Rukenard with her two 
sisters. Next Bitelas and Fullrump her two sons, 
and Malieia her daughter. Hundreds more who 
would not have ventured, had the fox lost the bottle» 
b5 
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to condole with him, Dow'advanced to gicet him, see- 
ing to become hia ottenduits, for to him who has 
earned hoDor fresh honors aad graces willflocV in, white 
losers meet only with contempt. Alas, poor leegrim ! 
there now followed in the train of Reynard, the 
Beaver, the Otter, and hoth their wives, Pauntecrote 
and Ordigale, atong with the Ostrole, the Martin, 
and the Fitchews, the Ferret, Ute Squiirel, and nttm- 
bers more than we can name, all because he was the 
victor. Many who had most bittedy complained of 
him, swore they were nearest of kin, and profiered 
th^ services to him with all humility. For such ia 
the fashion of the world ; he who is rich and in favor 
win never want abiudance of Mends ; every one will 
pretend to like him, and imitate his folly and retail 
his falsehoods. 

Accordingly there was a solemn feast [noclaimed 
on the part of Reynard's friends, at which all kind of 
honors were to be heaped upon him; trumpet« 
eoimded, comets winded their horns, and the music 
was followed by thankfigivii^ for his glorious victory* 
Sir Reynard received all his friends with courtesy, 
and returned thanks, with evident gratificatjon and 
ddjght. He concluded by requesting their opioioa 
whether or not he should yield his victory into 
the king's hands. Instead of taking sir Isegrim's life ? 
to which his faithAd relatiou lady Slopard made 
answer: " Yes, by all means, cousin ; it is a point of 
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honor, and I do not see how you can refuse." The 
rest agreed, and the marahals then led the way into 
the kill's [xesence, escorting Reynard on each side, 
with trumpets, fifes and timhrels, playing as the pro- 
cession went along. 

When air Reynard came before the king, be fell on 
his knees ; but his majesty bade him rise, and said : 
"Sir Reynard, you may w^ rejoice for you have this 
day won s^ioal honor. On this account I discha^ 
you and set you free ; to go whither your own plea- 
sure leads 1 all former quarrels I take upon myself, 
and will have them well discussed by the wisest heads 
in the kingdom, as soon as Isegrim's wounds, if ever, 
shall be cured. At that time I will take care to ac- 
quaint you, and then proceed to judgment in these 
matters." 

" Moat excellent and dreaded lord, the king !" re- 
plied the fox, " I am well satisfied with every thing 
that shall please you ; yet when I first came to your 
majesty's court, there were many malicious persons 
whom I never injured, who sought my life. Theybe- 
heved they should overpower me by unitii^ with my 
worst enemies, for they imagined that the wolf waa 
more in favour with your majesty than I myself. This 
was the ground of their indignation, wherein they only 
shewed their simplicity, which was unable to avert the 
catastTO[^e that followed. 

" Such men, my lord, are like a great kennel of 
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hoimds, wUch I once, saw standing upon & dun|^iU 
near a great lord's house, where they w«re waiting for 
what they could catch ; expecting theii feeders were 
not fer off. Shortly they saw a hound nm out of the 
lord's kitchen with a good fat rib of beef in his mouth. 
But the cook was in pursuit, and got so close as to 
throw a pail of hot scalding water npcHi his bind quar- 
ters, though like a stout dog, he still kept hold of his 
prey. His companions beholding him, said : ' 0, 
how much art thou indebted to the good cook who 
has doubtless given thee that fine booe so well bned 
with flesh.' But the dt^ replied, ' You speak, fiiends, 
according to what you see ; — ^not according as I feel. 
You see me with this good bone in my mouth, but 
you do not feel the smarting upon my buttocks. 
Please only to look upoo me behind, and you wlH 
find the price I have paid for it.' His friends then 
perceived how badly he was scalded ; both hair and 
hide were flayed clean away ; and they looked aghast 
and ^rrowtiil at the torment he suffered in his loins. 
Finding, too, he was such an unlucky d<^, they re- 
nounced all farther acqucüntance with him, and ran 
away. So likewise, my lord, do these false and un- 
worthy beasts, when they are made lords, and gaining 
their desire, think t^ey become mighty and renowned. 
Then they begin to grind the faces of the poor and 
needy, eating them up like hungry and savage hounds ; 
for these are the dogs with bones in their mouths^ 
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though they deserve to get their buttoclcs well scalded. 
Yet no man must dare to meddle with them, or offend 
Aem ; but rather praise all their actions, while many 
aasist'them in their imlawM actions in order that they 
may be allowed to lick their fingers for some share of 
their extortions. Oh, my dear lord ; how can such 
men walk safely while thus blindfold ; — how can they 
expect any thing but a shameful fall, when taking 
such uncertain steps 7 Neither can we pity them when 
their wodts come to l^ht i-— perpetual curses and re- 
proaches must follow them to their graves after their 
Tuin is accomplished. Many of these have lost their 
jackets — namely their friends, like the thievish hound, 
and have none left to cover their misdeeds ; while 
Üieir former companions desert them as the whole 
skinned hounds did the scalded dog. 

" My gracious lord, I beseech you remember this 
moral example ; and it will no way impair the great- 
ness of your virtues, for doubtless many of these ra- 
venous extorting creatures are under your subjection, 
both in towns, cities, and great lords' bouses. These 
are they who outface the poor ; barter their freedom 
and privileges, and accuse them of actions of which 
they never dreamed:— all to make up the sum of 
their own private projects. But Heaven has still 
judgment in reserve for them, when they reach their 
dominions end ; for they are . guilty of errors of 
which none can justly accuse me, or any of my Idn- 
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dred ; — we can always acquit omrselves aobly of the 
same. I fear do cieature's accusations ;— noti ; for 
the fox will Btill be the fox, though a host of foes try 
to outsweai me. For you, my dread lord, you I 
adore above all mortal beings ; nor shall any art or 
devices divert me from you ; — I will abide by you to 
the last gasp. Malice, I am aware, has belied me, 
and told your majesty tlie contnuy, yet I have always 
disproved its accusations' and so wiU do to the last 
moment of my existence"*. 



His majesty then made answer as ftdlows : " Sir 
Reynard, you are one, 1 think, who owes me homage 

* In like mumer, we are informsd by lir Reynard that hia 
ffttfaeTr who «njajed th^ lügb office of lord cbanceJlor uodei the 
late lion king's leign had equally nell succeeded ; and eren 
eilncted sir laegrim's liiei fotiU medicinal pioperty. Doobt- 
leu the chaucellotahip «as heiediCary in at Beynard'B family, 
and poueaeed by tbe beio of tlie alory, a« he himself declares 
that hi* bther*! ttsaioi; waa concealed at Crekenpit near Hob- 
terioe.— Ed. 



^.yCoOglC 



REYNARD THE FOX. 135 

and fealty, if ever .subject did ; and long I tnut I 
shall live to enjoy it. Here, for your past services I 
elect you one of my privy council. Take heed you 
do not shew any backsliding, or any unworthy han- 
kering after old tricks ; for I am about to place you 
in full power and authority as you formerly were. I 
hope yon will administer justice equit^y and truly*. 
For as long as you apply your ftoUcy to right views 
and actions, so long the court will cherish you, for 
you are a star whose lustre exceeds all others, espe- 
cially in prying into mischief and preventing it. Re- 
member, therefore, the moral you yourself related to 
me, and attach yourself to truth and equity. 

" Henceforward I wiU be governed by your wis- 
dom, and not any subject breathing throughout my 
kingdom shall offer you the least insult or injury, 
but I will highly resent it. ITiis you shall proclaim 
Ihrou^ all the nation, of which you shall become 
chief minister; — the office of lord high chancellor 
I here freely confer upon you, and 1 know that you 
may reap great honor as well as profit thereby." 

All Reynard's friends and kindred humbly thanked 
the king, when he informed them that it was much 

■ Fiom ÜIU it «onlJ indeed appear tbaC sir Keynaid had 
bafore preiided over the court of eqnity, an office fiom which h« 

miut have been pro-lempore Biupended, owing to the heavy M- 
ciuationa bioufght agunat him, over which he finally trinniphcd. 
-Md. 
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short of what he iatended to do for them, at the same 
time advising them all to admonish Reynard to be 
careful of his faith and loyalty. Lady Rulcenaid then 
observed ; " Believe me, my lord, we will not fail in 
that point ; for should he fail there, of which there is 
DO danger, we should all renounce hini." The fox 
too thanked the kingwith fair and courteous words, 
saying, " Nay; my gracious lord and master ! I am 
not worthy ! — far from worthy of these high honors, 
yet I will ever study with my best service to deserve 
them, nor shall my best advice ever be wanting." 
And this said, he took his humUe leave of the kii^, 
and then departed with the rest of his friends and 
kindred. 

Meanwhile Bruin the bear, Tibert the cat, and sir 
Isegrim's wife, with her children, had been busily em- 
ployed in conveying their vanquished relation from 
the field. They laid him upon soft litter and hay ; 
coveted himvery warm, and dressed his wounds, to the 
number of twenty-three, assisted by some of the most 
skilful surgeons. He was exceeding sick, and his 
weakness was such that all sense of feeling was lost. 
So they rubbed and chafed him on the temples and 
under the eyes, till he recovered from his swoon, and 
howled so loud, that all stood equally shocked and 
amazed to hear him. His physicians instantly gave 
him cordials, with a sleeping draught to allay the 
sense of bis torments ; at the same time they con- 
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soled bis wife, assuring her there was no kind of danger 
Ayuh his wounds, taough they mightlong prove trouble- 
some. So the court broke iq> and every beast re- 
turned Ut his own home. 

But chief, amoi^ the departures, sir Reynaid the 
fox took his leave of the king and queen, both tfaeii 
majesties requesting that he would not long be ab- 
B^it fi^(»n them. To this he answered, that he should 
make a point of being ready at their service, as was 
his bounden duty ; and not only he himself, but the 
whole of his üiends and kindred. Then craving leave 
of his m^esty, with all due solemnity, and smooth 
speech, he departed from the court.* 

• Asd mi there evtt caaxuai Battered mora bniel; uid 
(a«;esifally 1 He thet could boeet u.moch, night well be 
mutei of the eight liberal sciences ; and no lord, whether spi- 
litnal or temporal, but wonld ha*a an eti open for hU pleasant 
language. Nor did mr Rejaard die wilbont issue, inasmuch as 
he ha« left his sncresson in almMt all part« of the world. In- 
deed, be who is not in some degree allied to him in the art of 
nmolation «od diiaimalBdon «ill hardly pnwper as the world 
goes ; for though he may want the ibi's hair, if be have his 
heart, be will be pretty generally accepted. 

Plain dealing is now in exile, while avarice and fraud occnpif 
his vacant tenements ; neither the pope's palace, nor the 
prince's court being ezenipted bom their yisits. 

Money ia now bacom« the gieat faroorite of the age, the idol 
of the church, and the country's worship : for it can purchase all 
Ihingt, defisnd all things, and confound all things. Thus mad- 
■Hn tikvel all over tlw world in pumnt of this folly and this 
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Along with Reynaid, all his frieoda and Idndied, 
to the amount of forty, to(^ their leave of the 
Icing, and accompanied him; being proud that he 
had go well sped, and stood so fair in the king's iamyr 
For now he had power enou^ to adv^ice whom he 
best pleased, and pull down any who envied his 
fortiine. 

After a pleasant tour, sir Reynard and his friends 
approached the castle of Maleptudus, where each in 
noble and courteous guise, took leave of the other, 
while sir Reynard himself shewed especial politeness 
to each and all. He thanked them for the singular 
love and honor he had received from them, and pro- 
tested that they might always count upon him äs their 
iaithful and humble servant; bound to serve them in 

fMhian ; and he who ü not a true foi, U but a beut of loir OBti- 
aMum, go wbiÜKT ha will. 

This is the woild'a cnetom, and what it wiU at length end 
in, Iha «if« man can neithei judge nor imagine ; oolj he knows 
that Mich heinODB sina aa falaeboo4, theft, moidei, Süd ambitioii 
can neTet valk but hand in hand with judgment. From which I 
heaitUj praj that the hand of the Mojt High «ill defend at, anl 
lead ui to walk in those paths which aie agreeable to piety and 
viilue. With this 1 conclude, as these aie not fit themes for me 
to treat of, liace at (he last day, erery one is sure to give an 
acGOont npoa hia own leeponuhility.— OU £qg. Canm. 
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all things, as far aa 1ÜB life and |»operty might be 
serviceable. 

With these voids, he shook hands, and hastened 
to rejoin lady £nnelin,who welcomed him home with 
great tenderness. To her and his children he related 
at lai^ aU the wonders he had ^ne through at 
court, not omitting the minutest circumstance. They 
all felt proud of his high fortune, and that they were 
so nearly related to him. Henceforward the fox - 
spent his days with his wife and children as much as 
possible, with infinite joy and content. Now who- 
ever shall aver more or less of the fox, than you have 
here heard, I would not have you place much reliance 
on his report; only this which you have already 
heard or read, you may heheve as much as you please. 
Nevertheless, if any refuse, he shall not be accounted 
heretical and contumacious, since only he who s^d 
it, can ^ve full credit to it, though it is certain that 
many in this world heheve the things they have not 
seen." 

* Thai there tie many plays bath of a comic and moral kind 
iepr«ftentmg matters that Derer vere, merely for the benefit 01 
tike eiampla ; iLewing how men may best shun tigo and pur- 
SDB virtue. In the same mauwr tliis book, coataiiiiiig matlen 
otjest, may yet if aeriouslj considered, supply much moral ia- 
BtmctioQ and wisdom, well worth your consideration. Neither 
goodness boi good men will be found discredited ; all things are 
sptdunof geoeially, ancl eveiy one may take his own share as 
best inatnct hin. If any here find himielf 
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too like himself, let him mend hii ways, and lemore tiie isoem- 

blasce, and if tm; oilier be clear, let bimholdonhiepathtaad 
BToid MombliDg. So if aoy bdie oSence ai dietute, let him 
likewise not blame me, bat the foi, inasmuch aa both the lan- 
guage tmd the morati are hie own. Old Eng, Cmam, 
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It would be difficult to assign bounds to the po- 
pularity of this ancient representative of the practica] 
jokes and accomplishments of his countrymen ; more 
especially at a. period when the people were all serfs, 
and their hamlets laid waste by the robber knights, 
while they languished under the oppression of their 
own feudal lords. That the adventures of the " Boor's 
son," became thus early familiar, would appear no 
less from its general currency than from its repeated 
reprints and versions into other tongues or dialects. 
We are informed by M. GÖrres,t that Eidenspiegel 

• " Dec WiedBreretKDdeiiB Eulenapiegal, &c.The wmtdeifol 
tod care Uuitoiy of Thyl Owlglau, a peasant's son, who vas 
bom in the land of Bmnewick, hen lendered from the Sazaa 
dialect into good High Dutch, and now newly trngmeDted and 
iniprored, with sereral quaint figures, being altogether very 
pleasant to read, as well ai adapted for pleasing inatruction." 

Such is the title of the popular Book of this Toscic hero, as 
it is found in the Folksbiicher of Göcces. 

i AccountofGermxuipopulaiwoTke,iuchuthejIiaTebeeii 
presened by accident or by menf, ^om the eariiest period lo 
(beftesent. HnMtos, ISOT.; 
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first appeared in 1483, in the Lower Saxon dialect, 
sJthough this first edition is no longer to be metwitb. 
The earliest one now extant, is that published at 
Augsburgh, in 4to, 1540, mentioned by Koch, and 
pffeserved in the Wolffenbuttel library. It was first 
translated into High Dutch, by Thomas Mumer, a 
Franciscan friar, who flourished about the period of the 
reformation. From the large old edition, complete 
in 4to, published at Strasburg, 1543, it would seem 
that Howleglaas took both sides of the question, 
and bestowed equal ribaldry and abuse upon both 
rdigious parties, turning his witticisms into an eccle- 
siastical channel; insomuch that, on the Lutheran 
side, he added ten more practical jests upon the ad- 
ventures of Pope and priestcraft, to the ninety and 
two, his usued number. After " beating the dnna 
ecclesiastic" alternately to the annoyance of both 
parties, the fame of Howleglasa spread to other na- 
tions, and he assumed a French dress as early as 
1559; besides being twice converted into Latin Iam- 
bics, and subsequently into other tongues. Among 
others, his adventures appeared in Low Dutch, läl3, 
at Rotterdam, under the title of " Historie van Thyl 
Ulenspiegel, van sin- Schalcke Boeverijen, die im 
bedreven heeft see ghe noech lije, met schoone 
figuren :" History of Tyell Howleglass, of his rt^ish 
tricks and adventures, &c. But above all he seems 
to have proved most acceptable to the peasantry in 
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dw interior of Switzerland, those otout genuine moun- 
tain dwdlers, whose superior streng, cheerful in- 
dnitty, and whose whde spirit continue still ho ex- 
actly congenial to the species of wit which prevails 
throughout the work; the same happy ribaldry, in 
the good sense of the word, which is conferred, and 
irtiich can only be conferred, by nature. 

" Bold, genuine, and characteristic humour," 
continues Gorres, " is the stuff of which the work is 
composed— a national storehouse of amusement 
horn which each successive generation has lai^ly 
drawn; a true family expositor of merriment, well 
adapted to catch the popular ear, and keep up in- 
cessant laughter. It is quite clear front its tone and 
fönu, however rhapsodical, that the whole work is 
the result of a concat^iation of fables, throughout 
diffnent times ; the representation of an entire class, 
of which it forms the monument, gradually raised by a 
CMnfained national spirit and humor of the people, 
like an edifice which no smgle hand could possibly 
CTOffdete. Hence the entertainment it affords con- 
sists of the ornamental coloring and display of the 
people's characteristics, among whom it took its rise; 
we think we see, converse, and even Jest with them ; 
until we seem to join with their famous hero in his 
tricks and 'devices, and that peculiar satire and ri- 
baldry which the German peasantry acknowledge for 
their own. 
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" Here too we have the rude untutored kind <rf 
wit, rather the result of sheer strei^^th, and flow of 
spirits, than of reflection, and which iH pronounced 
by higher authorities unseemly and low, although it 
reaUy never &lls into acurrility or obscenity in its 
jests. 

" Should we even imagine we trace such atendency, 
let us recollect that the comic scenes, of Aristophanes, 
are scarcely of a h^her character, and that the 
whole Athenian public scrupled not to hasten from 
the statues and temples of their Gods to enjoy the 
whimsical creations of the poet in all their naked 
power. And truly inasmuch as our contracted edu- 
cation has gradually brought us to an absurd degree 
of nicety and affectation, which in opposition to na- 
ture, pretends to blush at her gifts, while it does not 
abstain from indulging in quite as inelegant pursuits 
as those It condemns, for such our hero Howl^lass 
would form a good antidote ; and make a good iron- 
ical apostrophe to the contempt of the proud and 
arrogant, in order to remind them that they likewise 
are formed of flesh and blood, and belong to the 
earth." 

The humor of the woric, however, is not invariably 
of a low and rustic kind ; jt oilen rises to the rank of 
genuine facetiousness and wit, as in the merry ad- 
venture vrith the beehive ; and with the twelve bUnd 
men to whom the hero pretends to g^ve twelve florins. 
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" Iliese are only a few amoa^ Howleglass's speci- 
mens of wit and worth. Indeed be represents and 
personifies as it were, with singular truth and felicity, 
the peculiarities of each rank and profession, in a 
rustic garb; and while he indulges throi^hout an 
ironical seriousness of expression, there is always sure 
to follow some cross or contradictory action, calcu- 
lated to entertam us afresh, 

" In this way he runs the gauntlet through all ranks 
of society, not even sparing courts, though he soon 
withdraws again 6x)m these last; he stops no where, 
he will engage himself to no single master, but piques 
himself upon being a rc^e wholly upon his own ac- 
count. He stands in proud opposition to the court- 
fool of a somewhat earlier date, never forgetting that 
HE is the people's fool, whom it is his office to 
amuse. As such he has been handed down to our 
own times, and though great princes have long been 
of opinion, that the office id now become superfluous, 
the people are of another opinion, and have not per- 
mitted their popular tribune with the caps and bells 
to lose his station. It would indeed be doing them 
the highest injustice in this respect, to cast the least 
aspersion, much more so to lay the hand of power 
Hpon their favourite fool and champion, by ejecting 
him from the sanctuary he has so long enjoyed. 
Surely no one would be so cruel as to wish to deetroy 
the only little edifice he has dedicated to popular 
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merriment, amidst the innumerable tem^des and 
obelisks of pride by wbicb it is every wtere sur- 
rounded."— Got res Deutcher Fotkibucher, p. 195-20Ö. 

In regaid tc Howleglass himself, it is supposed 
that he ceased to Jest about the year 1380, and bis 
tomb-stone may be seen to this day, at Mollen near 
Lübeck, under a large lime tree, with its appropriate 
device of an owi and a looking g^ass, carved upon, 
the stone. This symbol, together with his allego- 
rical name, plainly enough betoken his want of per- 
sonality ; while the owl, which he advanced as hie 
emblem, furnishes us with a pretty correct index to 
his character! being remarkably sly and mischievous 
in its way, sportive and quick-sighted, as a good 
mouser ought to be, and as brisk and thievish as the 
patron of thieves himself. 

To this national eulogy iipon hia merits, may be 
added some further notice of them, contaued in a 
very able and amuüng critique upon the antiquities 
of nursery literature,* from which it will be seen that 
the fame of our light-footed hero, had early made 
the tour of Europe, and excited emulation wherever 
it went. " Howleglass stands as the leader of a 
merry troop ; Tom Tram the son-in-law of Mother 
Winter, Tom Stitch the tailor, and Tom Long the 
carrier of the men of Gotham, follow in his train, 
whose peimy histories, all imitated from his ' merrye 
'SeeNa. 41, of the Quaiterl; Review. 
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Jeate' are now iuirouvables. They all beloog to the 
ancient, and noble, and widely dispersed family of 
Tom Fool, which has obtained such pre-eminence 
and dignity in church and state, throughout all 
Christendom. ' In the land of Sassen,' says old 
Copland, ' in the village of Keeling, there dwelled a 
man that was named Nicholas Howieglass, that had 
& vife named Wyneke, that laye a child bed in the 
same viUage, and that childe was bom to christen- 
ing, and named Tyell Howieglass. It were long to 
detail his fearful jokes which sometimes brought him 
to the gaUows, yet saved him from the halter. He 
was buried with his coffin standing on one end, as 
the visitants at the abbey believe of Ben Jonson. . . ' 

" Our English translation of the ' Merry Jeste' of 
a man that was called Howieglass, and of many 
maiVelons tiiinges and jestes that he did in his lyfe 
in Eastland 4 was imprinted at I^ndon in Tames 
Btreete, at the Vintre, in Three Craned Warf'e, by 
Wyllyam Copland. 

" According to the technical phrase, it was done 
into Ei^lish from the High Duteh. There is also 
a Flemish translation, which, weU purified from all 
aspersions on holy church, is now a class boolc in 
Flanders. The Flemish fsuthfiil are earnestly warned 
not to purchase ' The shameful edition printed at 
Amsterdam, by Brother Jancz, in the Bui^wal, at 
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the sign of the ' Silver Can,' the same being cal- 
culated to vex and scandalize all good catholics." 

The translation here mentioned by the reviewer, 
is to be found at the British Museum, and is supposed 
to be an unique but imperfect copy. It likewise differs 
in its arrangement from other translations, as appears 
from a French copy which professes to be a literal 
version from the old German, and which was com- 
launicated to the editor, by the kindness of Mr. 
Douce. Along with the old translation of Howie- 
glass, appear several other ancient traditions of a 
more chivahic cast, such as Eglamoure of Artoys, 
sirTryamoure, &c. with the still more ancient story 
of Vi^hus, likewise imperfect. The editor Is 
further informed by Mr. Douce, who, in his French 
Howleglass above mentioned, refers to all the known 
authorities respecting him, that there exists a set of 
cuts intended for the work, in some copies of Lag- 
niet's Proverbs.— jBrunel, ii. 28. 

The introduction to the work, inserted in the old 
English translation of Wyllyam Coplande.with which 
. we here conclude, as our best apology, will be found 
to run as follows ; affording a pretty accurate cri- 
terion of its general style, 

" For the great desyring and praying of my good 
friends ; and I the first writer of this bote might 
not deny them; thus have I compiled and gathered 
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much knavishness and falseness of one Howleglass, 
made and done within his life, which Howleglass 
died the year of our Lord, m.cccci.. Nowe I de- 
syre to be pardoned both before ghostly and worldly, 
as fore high and lowe, afore aoble, and unnoble. 
And right lowly I requyte all those who shall hear 
or reade this, (my ignorance to excuse.) For this 
fable is not only to renewe the miades of men or 
womeQ of all degrees, from the use of sadnesse, to 
passe the tyme with laughter or myrthe ; and for be- 
cause the symple knowing personnes should beware, 
if folks can see. Methinke it be better to passe the 
tyme with such a mery jeste, and laugh thereat, and 
doo no synne, than for to wepe aad do synne. So 
let us heare howe Howl^lass, as he was borne, was 
chrystened thre tymea upon oue daye." 



In the land of Saxony, at a place called Cavelling, 
near the river of the same name, Howleglass 
in the first place, bom. His father's name 
Nicholas, and that of his mother Anne Ulbeke, 
They carried their son to Ampleuvent to receive bap- 
tism, and gave him the name -of Thyl Howlegh 
After being baptised, he was carried into a tavern, 
where the whole party, as in many places is the 
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ciiütom, were very merry over the scud child's bap- 
tism, gossips, godfather, and godmother aad all. 
. The good cheer ended, nurse was carrying the 
young gentleman home again : bnt whether from a 
drop too much, or some other cause, it is certain that 
she tripped in crossing the txidge, and dropped with the 
said infant, into the water. Both would infallibly have 
been drowned ; had they not obtained speedy assiatr 
ance. As it was, however they reached the house 
in safety, prepared a cauldron of hot water, in all 
}iaste, and by way of antidote, gave the child a warm 
bath, which he required no less for the very bespat- 
tered condition he was in : (and indeed it was an 
awful muddy place into which both had fallen.) 

By such means Howleglass was baptised three 
times upon the same day ; once at church, once in 
the river, and once in a warm bath. 



One day Howleglass's parents were gone out, 
leaving him, while still a very little fellow, by himself 
in the house. It happened that a certain kniglit was 
jogging along that way, or rather out of his way, and 
seeing nobody, he went to the door, and thrusting 
himself half way through, be inquired if there were 
no one there ? " Yes," retorted Howle^ass, " there is 
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a man and a half, and the head of a horse ; for you 
me half in and half out, with your horse's head : and 
here am 1 a whole man." *' And where the deuce 
are thy father and mother, my little churl?" cried the 
man. " Why, my father is just gone to make bad 
worse, and my mother is seeking either shame or 
loss," The man inquired, " How bo ?" " Sir, my father 
is making a had road worse ; he is delving ditches 
to keep folks off bis field ; and my mother is gone t$ 
get a loan of some bread. Now, if she return her 
kind lender less (as I think) it will be a great shame, 
and if she cheat folk it will be worse." 

The person next asked whether he could go com- 
fortably that way ? "Aye, aye; go where the goose 
goes,'' returned the lad, pointingto a flock of geese. 
On turning his horse's head, tie man saw the geese 
take to the water, and he exclaimed, " Why, you 
R^ue, the geese are flown into the pool." " You 
should go where the goose was then going, I say, 
not where she flew." To this the traveller had no 
answer to make, but obeyed, wondering at the subüe 
answers of a mere child. 



Soon there came bitter complaints, almost every day 
lepecUed, by the neighbours, to Master Howleglass's 
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father, assuring him what a malicious rc^e his soa 
was ; for he was wiclced from the time he could walk, 
and even shewed his malice in the cradle. Hewould 
bide his head under the bed clothes, turn up his 
legs where his head should be, and make the most 
odd leaps and antics ever witnessed in a child. 
But when he had reached ten years old, his tricks 
grew S6 numerous and intolerable, and the com- 
plaints of the neighbours so loud, that his father 
took him roundly to task, saying, " How comes it 
that every body calls you such a malicious little 
wretch?" Howleglass, in his defence, declared that 
he did no body any harm, " But if you wish to be 
convinced, father, and believe your own eyes, let me 
vide behind you, on your old Dobbia ; and I dare 
say they will still continue to find fault." So his 
father mounted him behind him, on the horse, and 
as they jc^^d along, Howleglass seeing some 
neighbours approach, pulled up his litde coat be- 
hind, as a salutation to then) as they passed. 
" There's a m^icious little knave for you," they 
cried aloud, as they went by ; upon which the urchin 
said to his father, " You see I did them no harm, and 
yet they will call me nick names." 

His father next placed him before him, as they 
rode along, when Howleglass began to pull the 
most ugly faces ever seen, mocking and lollii^ hi» 
tongue at everybody, as they weift by; all which 



u.g.t.r6=.i. Google 



KowLBaLAss. 153 

lis fkther could aot see. " Look at that wicked 
little wretch!" was the cry I And upon this hia father 
quite losing patieuce, said : " Aye, thou wert bom 
in an unlucky hour ; for thoi^h thou bold thy tongue 
all revile thee, and though thou sit as quiet as a 
lamb, the children run out of thy way." Soon after, 
his father, quite vexed at such injustice, changed his 
abode, going to a village near Magdeburgh, to which 
his wife belonged ; and no long time after this, he 
died. Howleglass's mother continued to live with 
her son, eating and drinking what they could get ; 
for his mother shordy grew very poor, and Howie- 
glass would learn no trade: only at the age of sixteen, 
he had learnt to dance upon a rope, along wi^ some 
other mountebank tricks. 



It happened one day, aa Howleglass was amusing 
himself with dancing upon his tight rope which he 
had made fast across a pool of water, the better to 
shew his dexterity, that a number of idle urchins had 
gathered round to see. One of them bethought him 
of a trick, and taking out his knife he cut the cord at 
one end, and Howleglass went souse into the water to 
k5 
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the great menimetit of the rest, wlio left him to geC 
out as be best could. This made him both very dirty, 
and very angry, but he held bis peace, declaring that 
it was a good joke> and that he would come again 
^e nest morning and shew them something new. 
ITiis he did ; for the nejrt morning after haying ex- 
hibited some time upon his rope, be said to the boys: 
" Now you shall see a wonderful thing, if you will 
only each of you hand me here bis right shoe." Some 
of the parents of the children who were there, bfr- 
bering he said true, and curious to learn what it 
could be, gave them to him ; when, after keeping them: 
for some time, and the young urchins becoming cla- 
morous, he threw them baqlc all ia a heap, telling 
each to take his own. A general strudle then todc 
place, one falling over another, fighting, biting, and 
kicking, one laughed, another cried, one tore bis 
hah-, another pulled big companion's, all exclaiming 
ikit « mine and that U mine, until the parents them- 
«elvea mixed in the afiray, and some good pitched 
battles were fought. It was now Howleglass's tum 
to laugh, and mocking them to his heart's content, 
he bade them try on their shoes, and being a capital 
swimmer he eluded all pursuit and escaped. Still 
he did not venture to shew his face among them 
again for some weeks, remaining in a very quiet 
domestic way at home, with his mother, who rejoiced 
to see such a change, and thought he was on the point 
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of refoiraing, little knowing the malicious trick that 
ke had played. 



Dame Ulbeke, Uowleglass's mother, more and more 
delighted to observe her son's retired and peaceable 
demetmour, forthwith thought to take advan{^;e of 
it, and besought him to abandon his former perverse 
ways ; which brought her no money, as might have 
been the case by learning some honest trade. How- 
leglaas then said : " My dear mother, what ia bred in 
the bone will not come out of the flesh, and what is 
that which a man should dispose himself to, that 
would abide by him all his life ? what a man thinks 
he will stick by." " That, indeed," answered his 
mother, quite despairing, " seems to be the case ; there 
has been no bread in ihe house these four days past, 
and if this is to ci^tinue only half one's life, I know 
one had better be dead." " No, no," said Howie- 
glass " that bears no resemblance to my words, for a 
poor man when he has nothing to eat will fast the 
fast of St. Nicolas, and when he has enough to eat, 
he enjoys a feast on St. Martin's evening ; and thus 
it is with you, mother." 
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But when he saw his mother really without any 
bread, Howleglass begaa to think it was time to thialc 
of providing her with some. For this purpose, he 
walked into the village of Sastard, where he entered 
a baker's shop, and inquired whether he had any 
objection to let his master have eighteen twopenny 
rolls of bread, half white, and the other half, brown. 
He then mentioned a gentleman's name in the town, 
with whom he said he had just come to a certain 
hotel, adding that his master would of course pay him 
on delivery, with which the baker was well pleased. 

Now Howleglass's bread basket, a bag, had a 
hole in it, through which he contrived, as he was 
going along, to slip one of the loaves into the mud. 
Then throwing down the basket he said to the baker's 
boy : " I dare not for the Ufe of me carry this loaf 
home to my master ; run back and change it ; I will 
wait for you here." So away ran the baker's boy, 
and away ran master Howleglass exactly the other 
road. When the boy returned, his customer was no 
longer to be seen ; and after looking for him a little 
while he went back to his master. Then his master 
without even waiting to thrash him, ran to the inn 
mentioned by Howleglass, but no one knew who or 
where our hero was. Upon this the baker found be 
had been well choused, and that this was all he was 
ever likely to be paid for his bread. 
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~ In this vay, Howleglass provided his mother with 
pleaty of bread, saying', " Dear mother, eat wbeu 
you have it, and remember always to fast when you 
are without." 



One day Howleglass went along with his mother to 
the dedication feast, where he got quite fuddled at 
dinner and wished to go to sleep. He tried to find 
out some nice quiet place where he might sleep ia 
safety without interruption ; and he wandered to the 
back of a Jew's garden, a pUce where there was a 
number of bee-houses. Having selected üne of these, 
he got into it, and slumbered soundly until midnight, 
BO that his mother thought he must have gone hooie 
before her alone. This same night there came two 
villains to steal the Jew's honey, and one said to the 
other, "We must judge by the weight; the heaviest 
store house will be the best." " Yes, we must steal 
by the weight," returned his companion lav^hing, 
''/air weight ;" and they proceeded to try them all 
round. 

Now these bee-houses were long and deep, quite 
different to what are made in this country; and 
when they come to that which contained Howl^lass, 
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fueling its superior solidity, they joyfdtly sdade off 
nith it at once. Howleglass awaking with the 
motioD, heard all that they said, for it was so daik 
that they could ^ee nothing. So stretching out his 
hand Howleglass took the leader of the two thieves 
by the hair, giving him a gentle pull, at which the 
other cursed his companion who came behind. To 
this the latter uiswered; " Are you dreaming, man, 
or are you walking in your sleep ? how the deuce 
should I be pulling youi wig, when I can haidly hold 
the hive V 

Upon this HowleglasB gave the latter gentleman 
a twinge, who said, " Here am I toiling under my 
load, and you are lugging me by the hair!" 

" How the devil can that be?" exclaimed the first; 
" I can scarcely get along ; you know it is you your- 
self; you are pulling me all the while ;" and in this 
way they went on disputing. 

At length Howleglass gave the first so severe a 
tug, as to bring along with it a handful of hair ; an 
insult which so enraged him, that flinging down the 
whole coocem, he fell upon his companion ; and a 
regular battie ensued. Hearing a noise within, they 
took to fiight, leaving Howleglass to sleep quietly in 
the bee-house till morning, which he did. He then 
Walked out of his dormitory, and seeing a gentle- 
man's house near at hand, he went in and hired him- 
self as a domestic. One day as he was joumeymg 
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vith his maeter by a fidd of growing hemp, the 
latter oidered bim to spoil and root up the man's 
field, for supplying hempen cords for the purpose of 
binding thieves and robbers upon the wheel ; which 
HovleglasB did; also treating the man's field with 
the greatest bdignify in bis po^er. Mis lord, in 
truth, was one of those robber knights who infested 
highways and villages, and felt a particular astipathy 
to that kind of herb ; but not coatent with treating 
the man's field of hemp in this manner, Howleglasa be- 
stowed the same sort of complimeots upon his mas- 
ter's property, both in and out of doors ; upon which, 
being one day justly in dread of his resentment, he 
prudently made his escape from the castle and re- 
turned no more. 



After Howleglass had brought himself clean off, 
he journeyed towacds the land of Buddenslede ; and 
at the villf^ of Brusedent he entered into the ser' 
vice of a priest who knew nothing of him. His new 
i^BSter informed him that he would have a fine time 
of it, that he should eat and drink as well as himself, 
or the servant-maid, and that all he would have to do 
ifould be easy work, indeed only half-woric. Then 
Howleglass, pleased to hear this, said that he would 
do it welL Now he soon observed that the priest* a 
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servant-maid had only one eye ; she was then pre- 
paring a couple of fowls for dinner, and she bade 
Howleglass turn the spit. 

She went about her work ; and when the fowls were 
roasted he sat down to eat one of them, for he was 
TCi-y hungry, and the prieät had told him he was to 
eat of the best as well as he did ; and he did not 
stop for sauce. When the girl came back to take 
dinner up, she said to Howleglass, " Where is the- 
other fowl ; I left two roasting upon the spit V 

" My good girl," replied Howleglass, " open your 
other eye, and you wiU then see them both," at which 
the servant went into a great r^e. She ran forth- 
with to complain to the priest : " Your new servant, 
sir, is mocking me ; he says 1 have only one eye ; 
I see but one fowl though I put two to roast." Howie- 
glass, who had followed her, now said, "That is true; 
but I told her that if she would open both eyes, she 
would see both." The priest replied : " That is out 
of Ihe question, for she has only one." " There," cried 
Howleglass, " you have said it ; but not I." " At all 
events," rejoined the priest, " there is a fowl miss- 
ing." *' Yes," answered Howleglass, " but I only 
eat one ; you said I was to live as well as my master 
and his maid, and I was afraid lest you should say 
the thing which is not, if both had goite up to table, 
and you had chanced to eat both. I was afraid you 
might peijure your own soul ; therefore I eat." The 
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priest laughed and was satisfied, sayiog, " My good 
fellow, I am not to be disheartened _for the loss of a 
chicken ; but always do what my maid enjoins you 
to do." Howleglass said, " I will willingly do what- 
ever she requires of me." Yet from that time foith, 
he made a point of doing only just half of what she 
commanded him ; for if she wanted a pitcher of 
water, he would bring it only half full ; if she bade 
him clap a couple of faggots to the fire, he threw on 
only one ; if she told him to give two feeds of hay to 
the cows, they had only one; if she said, "Howleglass, 
draw a jug of beer," he brought it her only half full ; 
- and thus with every thing else. The girl at last re- 
solved to make another complaint to the priest, who 
came to Howleglass in no very Christian temper of 
niind : — " What 1 my servant still finds fault with 
you ; did not I tell you to do whatever she bid you ?" 
Howleglass answered ; " Sir, I have done all that 
yon ordered me ; you told me at the time that you 
engt^d me that I should have an easy place ; that it 
would only be half urork." The priest laughed 
heartily ; but his servant-maid exclaimed in a great 
fume ; " Sir, if you resolve to keep this mischievous 
n^e in your service any longer, I must leave it" 

It was no question with the priest how be was to 
decide, and Howleglass received warning on account 
of the chamber-maid, at which he was not sorry for 
he said he hated to be eternally scolded by a blini) 



U.g.t.r6=.i.Q00glc 



chamber-maid, who waated him to do both hatvet of 
the worit ; both his and her own. 



When Howleglass left his last master, he made 
such a good use of hia legs, that he anived at the 
city of Halberetadt in no time ; and boldly took up 
his quarters at one of the first inns. In about ei^t 
days, however, he had expended all his cash, at which 
he felt a little uncomfortable, and not without rea- . 
son ; for his host had soon run up a long bill, both ■ 
against Howleglass and his horse ; which how he 
came by, doth not appear. Finding that his host 
was at length getting angry with him, he intreated 
him to have a little more patience, and that he should 
be no loser by it. Howleglass then sent a message 
to the town Crier, with a handsome fee, for him to 
proclaim the arrival of a stranger, who had brought 
^ng with him a curious animal made something Uke 
a horse, but which had its head placed where its tail 
ought to be. Meantime Howleglass tied his horse's 
tail to the manger, and before the crowd had assem- 
bled, he had got out some little hand-bills, pufiHng in 
high stile, his new exhibition. The town's-people 
came running from all sides, thinking to behold some 
monster, or at least some rare sight Before peimit- 
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ting a siagle soul to enter the stable, he had secured 
a penny a head, without making any abatement for 
children. As fast as they came in and found how 
wittily they had been deceived, they could not help 
laughing at tiie hoax, in which Howleglass joining, 
earnestly intreated them not to ruin his fortunes, and 
iM those laugh at them who bad not paid, by telling 
the secret to the town's people on the outside. This 
they all promised, and as soon as they got home, each 
advised his neighbour to go and see the great sight. 
In this way, Howleglass raised a good round sum of 
money, paid his host, and rode out of the town ; 
passing a merry time of It as lopg as his finances 
held out. 



After having visited several places, Howleglass 
came to Meyburgh, where he gave out Öiat he was 
prepared to exhibit a very novel performance, to 
which he was invited by the magistrates. Oa being 
asked what it was, he answered that it was his inten- 
tion to mount the top of the council hall, one of the 
behest houses in the place, whence he intended to 
dy down without being hurt. 

At these tidings, the market place was filled with 
people, eagerly watching our hero, who with out- 
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spread arms, was seen on the roof of the house. When 
he saw the crowd, he laughed and said aloud ; " Had 
you all sworn that you could have flown, I would not 
have believed you, while you beheve a single fool ; 
but 1 see the place is full of them. If you had your- 
selves told me, 1 say, that you were such great fools, 
I would not have believed you ; yet I see all of you 
can put faith in one who persuaded you that he 
could fly; so I will, if you will give me wings." He 
then disappeared, leaving all the people to chew their 
disappointment, who went home, some laughing, some 
swearing, and others observing that he was a m^- 
cious n^ue, who nevertheless had told the truth, for 
that he was wiUing to fly down, if they would lend 



Our hero's fame at length reached count Brumoa 
Quickforth, the bishop of Meybui^h, and other great 
lords, who had a regard for him on account of his 
humorous tricks. The bishop in particular gave him 
his cast off suits and surplices, besides paying for his 
board. In the bishop's family, there likewise lived a 
doctor of medicine, no great favourite with the rest of 
the household, because he had taken an aversion to 
Howleglass, declaring that he was mad. So when- 
ever he saw our hero at the court, he said to the bi- 
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shop and his gentlemen, that it would be better to 
invite philosophers than fools to attend there ; that 
wise men ought to mix with wise men, and reason 
wisely; tmd fools consort with fools, and talk folly. 
Moreover, that if great lords would have the last 
about their persons, they must be content to go shares 
in their fame. The bishop's gentlemen highly re- 
senting this, replied ; " There is no great wisdom in 
that reasoning, however; for whoever wishes not to 
hear foUy, may easily depart from foob. Where 
lords be, there will be fools; and many who imagine 
themselves mighty wise, are liable to be imposed upon 
even by fools. Thus it is proper for lords and princes 
to be surrounded by characters of all kinds; one 
among another, they contrive to dispel ennui and 
melancholy, and Üierefore where great lords are, fools 

Now these same gentlemen repeated to Howie- 
glass the dispute they had had with the doctor con- 
cerning him, adding, that if he wished to play him 
some kind of trick, they would be glad to second 
hhn, Howleglass said ; " My good sirs, if you will 
consent to do so, I will serve him out in good stile." 
He then left the bishop's court for the space of four 
weeks ; and came again to Genequestaigne, where 
he took up his quarters. Well 1 the doctor fell sick, 
and was himself compelled in turn to seek advice and 
So the bishop's gentlemen stepped for- 
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ward and said, ihey knew of an expert practitioner, 
just anived in the neighbourhood, who was fambuB 
for exhibiting a long list of cures. 

Then the doctor sent to invite Howleglaas ta his 
loc^pngs, and did not recognize him in his quaint 
disguise. He said, " If you, sir, can succeed in mak- 
ing a cure of me, I will recompenee you well." " I 
hope to do so," said Howteglass ; " but you must sub- 
mit to have a veiy good sweatii^, by the event of 
which, I shall easily recognize what is your com- 
plaint. I will then take other measures with you ; 
so that you will not need to apply to me ever again." 
The doctcw believed every thing he said, and forth- 
with took, at one draught, a strong emetic and ca- 
thartic to begin with, and without the least signs of 
reluctance ; tmaginbg that it was only a perspiring 
draught. The doctor was then put to bed, with his 
head turned towards the wall; in which position 
Ikim the pangs which soon attacked him in th« ab- 
dominal viscera, be thought he must have given np 
the ghost. It was indeed, a terrific night which the 
doctor passed ; and it seemed as if the ghosts of all 
his patients were revei^ng their injuries upon him all 
at once. 

"Ah! doctor," cried Howl^lass, next morning 
as he entered the room, " I think I can perceive how 
it is with you ; the perspiration must have been v«ry 
copious— my system, 1 see, works well." "Alas! my 
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dear sir," replied the doctor, " I feel very illl " and ii^ 
fact he was so bad that he could not hold up hU head. 
But Howleglaas assured htm that it was all for the 
best ; that it would be a sharp remedy but a short one ; 
and after persuading him to take another dose, ex- 
actly of the same strength, he left him to his fate, 
and fled. The bishop's gentlemen next came to 
condole with the doctor on his hapless condition, in- 
quiring how he found himself? Already laboring 
under the effects of the second application, the doctor 
was very nearly speechless, and faintly answered, 
" That he feared he had fallen into bad hands," and 
began to relate the cruel sufferings he had undergone. 
The bishop and his attendants, much amused at his 
adventures, repUed, " Yes, yes ; this has happened to 
you according to your words ; for you declared we 
ought not to keep company with fools, because wise 
men are apt to become fools in their intercourse, with 
them. Sometimes, however, people may be taught 
wisdom by means of a fool; for had yon let Howie- 
glass have his fling, and been a little more patient, 
you would not have become his patient, and expe- 
rienced the taste of his tricks. We well knew how 
he would deal with you, but we held our peace, 
because we were aware that you were desirous of 
learning wisdom, at all events, and were so wise that 
you deserved to be deceived by a fool. There is no 
man, however wise, who oi^ht not to know the na- 
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ture of a fool; otherwise, how should he appreciate 
wise men?" The doctor could make no answer, for 
he felt a fresh spasm ; and though he recovered, he 
never afterwards ventured to fall out with a fool. 



It bo happened that Howleglass paid a visit to the 
city of Nurembui^h. On the day he entered the 
place, he caused placards to be posted on the church 
gates, and trumpeted through the town, informing 
the inhabitants of the arrival of a great doctor, 
mighty expert in his art, and who had an infallible re- 
cipe for all kinds of maladies. About this time there 
were lodged at the hospital, which contains the lance 
which pierced the side of our Saviour, and other holy 
relics, a number of patients, for whom his advice 
was required. The keeper of the said hospital, 
having many very obstinate patients upon his hands, 
told Howleglass, that being so learned a man, if he 
would contrive to cure them, he should be well paid. 
Howleglass then said : " Sir, if you will give me a 
hundred crowns from the sick fund, I will rid you 
of the patients ; but mark me, I do not ask a shillii^ 
before I shall have cleansed the hospital of them all." 
This was a joyful hearing to the keeper, and to the 
governor, as well as to the subscribers at la[ge, and 
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they iQsisted upon Howleglass receiving a sum of 
mouej to begin with. He then psud a visit to the 
place, with a stout carpeuter at his back, and in^ 
quired of each patient apart, what was his ctqnplaint, 
at the same time conjuring him to keep secret whsa 
he was about to state. " You know that I am come 
here to cure you all : but, it is impossible for me to 
do that, without having the body of one of you to 
bum alive, in oider .to maice a powder of it, whic^ 
the rest are to take. The more sick and diseased 
the fellow is, the better he will suit my purpose, and 
I Bhall certainly choose one who cannot walk. Next 
Wednesday 1 am to come with the keeper and the 
governors, when 1 shall call over the names of all the 
patients, and when they must all make the best of 
their way out, as the last man is to be powdend for 
the rest." 

On the appointed day, the patients were all on 
the alert; they had girded up their loins, and not 
a single one sat unbreeched, or unshod, for none 
wished to remain behind, either to make or to taka 
powders. Then came Howleglass with the govemom 
and the committee, to call over their names, but the 
r^ues would not stop to be called : all proceeded 
rapidly towards the doors, even tliose who had beeii 
bed-ridden for the last ten yeais. 

After the coast was quite cleared, Howleglass de- 
qoanded his fee, which was handed him, and he d^ 
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|Kuted thence. In tlie course of tiaee days, how 
ev6r, the whole of the patients returned, complEtinin^ 
of' iheb infirmities, as bitteily as ever. Then die 
ke^ier said : "What is the meaning of all this? I 
paid a handsome sum to the new doctor, to have 
you all cured." " True," they replied with one voice, 
" but did you know that he threatened to have the 
last of us, who should remain in t>ed, burnt alive, to 
make powders for the rest?" Then' the keeper be- 
gan to see, that he had been hoEticed ; but he coulil 
obtain do redress, and the patients were obliged to 
be admitted in-door patients as before; to the no 
small re^t of the governor and contributors to the 
fund. 



HowLEOLAss, having taken himself 06*10 some dis- 
tance from the hospital, next entered into the ser- 
vice of a baker in another town. Early on the 
ensuing day, when preparing to make bread, he was 
ordered to come sieve the flour; and he said' ha 
should want a candle, as it was almost dark. 

But the baker replied, " I never trust my servtmts 
with candles ; they are always accustomed tobonlt 
by the light of the moon." Howleglass then said, 
" Be it BO, I will do so too." The master went to 
rest for some hours, during which time Hotrieglass 
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tMkf.tt^^widtng-bKg and httog Ifr«*t.«fDie mndow» 
then he boult£d the flour wkich fi^ loto t^-ganlta 
Mow, u haidsBkecouldboiilt, IntheHOniwgthe 
bdeertbäe early talx^the frocew of bsJiwg. He 
fimtalHowfeg^ftSB' still atvork; aad inquired 'ba§tHf 
Wbirf be it&a doii^ there?— "Was ätm-^aift to 
be thrown in ätat-stile Upon- the ground?— do you 
know «rhait it cost ?" Howleg^aas answered; "'Sir, I 
have been n^rtng it'in^ light of -the- moon;'** 
yoüerderedme to do." "Ddlt!". said' his master) 
" you ought to have sieved Itby Moon light, -amd' apt 
in tiK-%bt,'iuUKinI" "Well," enol 'HtHrleg^sB, 
" Thäreis no.gioet dftnuLge^idoiie,- 1 will ooUecli it'tO' 
jietheT' again bhbnly." " Y«i,":«aidhisaiaBter, "'hot 
kiitaö late to baketo'day ;~^(to&n{ll^^io'ilo«^:" 
""Etae, mutter;" raid Howlegläss, "btrt l«t'me 
adtise' you ; your nItighbDur's paste isready fortbe 
tina, I «ül go lud'bömm it foriyon." Then tin 
bakerrflitw into a rage; «ndtaid: ■' Ctoutd hang 
t^ldlfl to-Üiß gidlo«^ Mth JW], and see what yon 
«iU^dtlifere." " Very^well, mast«," said-H«wie- 
gtaM, and set out to the public gallows, wltere he 
found a robber's remains which he carried back to his 
master : " Here, I have brought what I found for you ; 
m what way shall I go to work with it ?" The bakft, 
still more angry, said: " I will lay an information 
against you for defrauding public justice," and away 
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he vent, followed by Howleglass, to the imarket-placä 
wbra« the mE^igtrates saL 

When the baker began to open the case to the 
judge» Howlegloss opened two euch eyes as fairly dis- 
concerted faU master : so large and Tolling that no 
risible faculties could resist them ; and the fdaintiff 
could not get through with his charge. 

"What do you want?" "Nothing," said Howie- 
glass, " only you were going to complain of me, in 
my presence, before the judge ; and 1 was obliged to 
open my eyes to see you." 

The baker then replied : " Go, get out of my sight, 
I thought you were a dolt, but you are a malicious 
wretch ; in my eyes at least." " Ayel they often call 
toe so," cried Howl^lass, "but if I was in your 
eyes, baker, I think you would not be quite so ctear-J 
sighted as you are." The magistrate, seeing that it 
was a foolish business, quitted his seat ; upon which 
Howleglass turning up his coat-skirt to his master 
said : " Master, if jou want to bake bread, behcM, 
can you bake such a loaf as this?" and then ^ring 
him the shp, he ran and left him to his own reSec> 
tions. 
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It came to pass that he one day enlisted into the 
service of the count of Ambal as a watch and warder, 
ta keep a look out for the couriers and blow for the 
enemy. The count had a number of these enemies, 
and was under the necessity of employing a consider- 
able body of armed men. Howleglass being sta- 
tioned upon the top tower was frequently forgotten at 
mess time when the odiers were enjoying good fare. 
Now the enemy, making an incursion, carried off a 
great herd of cattle, Howleglass giving no alarm; 
.but the count hearing a noise, went and saw Howie- 
glass supporting himself against the window, in a 
juusing posture. The count said i " What is the 
matter with you?" Said Howleglass, " I shall not 
dance for such a. festival as this I" " What," said the 
count, " will you not sound the horn for the enemy V 
"I dare not; besides there is no need," replied his 
warder, " your fields are already full of them ; they 
are driving off all your cows, and if I blow for any 
more, they will besiege you at your castle gates.'' 
Shortly afterwards, the count's stock of provisions 
fell short, and he was compelled to make an incur- 
sion upoa his neighbours in^which he got, very good 
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booty, Pteaty of boikd and roast beef was the.« 



Tlie count bang seated with his knightG and other 
men at anns, at a well furnished table, Howleglau 
blew-a ahrin Mast ; upon which the company tan ft ■ 
arms, and made for the gates; birt there was no 
enemy. Meanwhile Howl^lass left his station and 
-proceeded* to the banqnetting room, where he [Mt>- 
vided hirasejf with as much good fere as he coidd 
cany and departed. The men at anns, having iA 
letomed as wise as they went, the count said to 
Howleglass: " Are you mad, TilhüU, that yon b]owfer 
the enemy when there is none to be seen? yet when 
they are here, you ^ve no alaim ; so you are a traitw 
and ^all lose your office, and work with the mean- 
est of our hinds." This airsngement was by no 
means pleasant to Howleglass, and he wished him- 
self fairly out of the castle, but he could not get; 
tiiough he always contrired when there was any 
fighting, to be the very last to leave the gates and the 
first to come back, 

Observing this, the count said : " Were yow afraid 
of bemg well beaten, that you were the last to go out 
and the first to come in again?" He repKed," Pray, my 
lord, do not he angry; for when you and your men at 
arms were making good cheer, I was ftisting on the 
top of the tower. This has brought' me very weak 
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Uid kw. ; . but give me time to recover my streogtli 
with battel fare ; and you wilt see me amoDg tlie Smt 
to attack, and the last to make a retreat." The- 
count said: " But you will, perhapi, take as loi^ a 
time to put you into fightiug cooditioa, as you wete 
in playing the hon upon the top of the ta:wer. You 
had better find another g^vice," ac|;iled the count), 
and paid Howleglass off; at wliich he was g?^tly> 
rejoioed) for he had a great hoTDW of a deepen^ 
assault iq>on the enemy. 



These was now not a place in all Saxony, which 
bad not heaid something of the famous tiicjui of 
Howle^ass. So that as he found be could no lon- 
ger practise where he was, he determined to change, 
his quarters ; and find some new custom in the dis- 
trict of Hesse. On his arrival be proclaimed the 
approach of an extraordinary personage, as luual, 
which brought bim an introduction to the Landgiave, 
who enquired what was the great news t " My 
lord," said Howleglass, " you see before you not only 
(me of the most famous, but the most famous pain- 
ter in the world, who neady transcends Ihe merijts of 
ali^. Ibe professors ofthe art put t<^;^er." The 
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Land^ve taid : " Have you no specimen of yftnf 
ddll about you?" on which Howleglass said he had, 
and displayed several paiutiogs which he bad brought 
with him from Flanders. They pleased his lord- 
«hip greatly, and he shortly said ; " Well, master, 
and what will you take to paint the whole of my 
grand hall in the first style?" " As much as you 
will," said Howleglass, " to be snre." " True ; but you 
must paint the geneal<^ of the whole of our Hessian 
famUy, along with their wives; and as our ances- 
tors have been allied to great lords and princes, I 
should wish you to produce one of your most mag- 
ni6cent mast«r-pieces." Then Howleglass replied, 
" My dear lord, it shall be executed as your lordship) 
best approves, though it shall cost me a hundred 
florins in colours only." The Landgrave rejoined : 
" Then go about it, and we shall not dispute abont 
the price ; depend upon it you shall be well remu- 
nerated." 

So Howleglass commenced his labours; requesting 
the Landgrave to advance him only the hundred gold 
florins to buy the colors, and engage assistants. 

The next morning he appeared with three; and 
began his labors ; but he insisted on no one being ad- 
mitted to inspect them before a certain period, in 
order not to be interrupted. This was granted ; and 
when Howleglass and his companions found them- 
■elres comfortably seated in the state hall, they spent 
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^e «hqle of their time in playing at tric-Uad witb 
til« gold florina, much to their tötisfaction. 

Ose day the Landgrave took it into his head ta 
look at the progress of the. great undertakiog, and 
!aid to his painter ; " Master, suppose you just let ua 
$ee a specimen of your art as you proceed." " Most 
^iUingly," replied Howleglass, '■ only I must warri 
ypu of one thing before you see the work, which is 
this,— -that no one vho is uot of undoubted legitimate 
birth, can see any thing \a my painting at all," 

The Landgrave replied, " That would he a very 
extraordinary thing," and then accompanied by 
HowleglasB entered the hall. The latter had hui^ a 
lai^ white piece of sheeting before the wall on which 
he was painting; and drawing it solemnly tm cme 
side with his cane, he pointed to a supposed figure, 
^ding, " There, my lord, you see the first Landgrave 
of Hesse Hombourgh, sprung from the house of tha 
Colonna at Rome.- His lady was daughter to Jus« 
tiiiiaii Duke of Beyerent, who was afterwards Em-i 
peror of Rome. From him sprung this AdeljAua ; 
^delphus begot WiUiam the Black; William the 
Black begot his son Louis ; and so on down to your 
own honored dignity and beneficence. . Now 1 well 
luiow, that there is not a smgle artist who can 
detect a blemish in my work, it is so exceedingly 
«uperb, of such astonishing grace, and fine colourii^." 

Our Landgrave who could distinguish nothing but 
i6 
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the nliiUd wail, itüd widiik himself: "I muac 
surely be of doul^iul extraction ; fw I «m b« 
Kothiag but the nail:" Yet to shew hisconMraioe and 
good taste, he answered : ■' Master, your vork pletne« 
me veS ; but 1 can. 'Scarcely form a judgm^it upon it 
iioae." He lliea retired, and fats Countess inqoired 
how the painter had succeeded; " For, to say truth, 
I'hai^ a poor opinion both, d' him ^d his woHc.'' 
But ber lord repbed : " Madam, his nork is very 
good wolle and |^as«s no; and when our paints 
will give you permission, you shall see it." 

The lad|y thea entreated Hoirie^aBS to let W 'See 
his piünting ; and after giving the same exphmatv» 
to her as he had tbme to her lord, he exhibited the 
waB with the flupposed figures of the Landgrave's 
family, just as he had befi>t« done. Now the cotm- 
tBB» had brought eight maidB of honor along with 'her, 
and a tmaie fool, none of whom could discern the 
figures which Howlegtass was descr-ibing, thou|^ 
none hked to say so, and cast an aspersion upon like 
tamäj honor. 

The fool akwe observed: "BUbss me, my lady> 
I can see no picttH« here ; let me be thought daugh- 
ter, for ever and a day, of whpm yo^ wül." Then 
thought Honleglass, since fools can tell the truth, 
it is tit fof me to decamp, and he began to laogh. 
TIm Countess left th£ hall, and hastened to find the 
Landgrave, who inqnüed how'she itadbaea pleased 
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Wl^ the painting. " However that be, my loid ;" 
she replied, "it does not please our litde.fool here; 
for she can see no picture, and the same with my 
young ladies. Truly, I fear, my loid, that it Js all a 
piece of imposture;" and the Landgrave began tQ 
think it was indeed so. He then informed his 
painter, that he must use despatch, for the whole of 
his courtiers were to be admitted the next moming, 
to see the work ; adding;, that if he should be lucky 
enough to find any illegitjma^ rascals among them, 
their goods and chattels would aconie to him. Rear- 
ing, this, Howleglass went to the receiver general, for 
another hundred of gold florins to . pay to his assist- 
apts, who aJl took French leave, along with thdr 
master. Then the Landgrave, accompanied by his 
courtiers, entered the state halt, and enquired for 
Howleglass and his assistants ? He next asked his 
courtiers, what they thought of the new paintings, 
thinkii^: to catch them on the horns of their ille- 
gitimacy, but they all of them held their tongues. 

The Landgrave upon this, said : " I now see too 
well; though there is no picture, that we have all 
been grossly imposed upon. We have before heard 
of the famous exploits of Howleglass ; but we have 
now ocular demonstration of them. We have in- 
deed pud two hundred florins for the sight; but 
henceforth, we pnwQUQce u^op hiip, th« sentence 
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of a malicious wretch, and banish him for erer froid 
our domioions." ' 

Howleglaes, ho;vever, was abeady at some dis' 
tance, but he did not t^ain resume tiie profession of 
»painter. 



After this last feat, Howleglass retired to Prague, 
a city of Bohemia, where there was then established 
an university of doctors and students. He affixed 
a notice on the gates of the churches, declaring that 
he was prepared to answer any 'questions that conld 
be put to him. He next went with his host and 
B(»ne others, to the university, and boldly inquired 
whether the students were agreeable to let him mount 
Ihe learned chair? This was granted: anil Howleglass 
soon found himself seated in cathedra, while the 
rector proceeded to question him.* 1st. " How 
naay buckets of water are contained in the sea ?" 
Howleglass said : " Stop the tides and I will measure 
them, and give you a very satisfactory account!" 

* Put of the scene that follows woulJ appear to have been 
borrowed hoai the Fourth Nmi^la o( Sacchelti, in «hieb a mil- 
lei antwers the quegtioiu of Messer Betnabo lord of Milan, who 
imsgmed be wa* ^nettionüig a ceitaia »bbat.~-rnauJatn-> 
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TKe rector expressed his inability. A little daahed, 
he next inquired : Sod. " How many days have flown 
from the lime of Adam, to the present V " Seven, to 
be sure," repUed Howleglass, " and no more, for 
when seven are finished,' seven begin again, and so 
it will continue to the end of the world." 3rd. " Now 
then," cried the rector, " where is the centre of the 
world?" To this, HowleglftsB replied : "This house, 
to be sure ; you ought to measure it, honoured sir, 
with a long coid, and should there be a mistake, 
£ven of an inch, I will let you know it." Sooner than 
do this, the rector granted him the question. 4th. 
" How far may it be from earth to heaven ?" " It must 
be pretty near," returned Howleglaas, " for when we 
chaunt ever solow iu church, it is heard plain enough, 
(iir, above ; I will now sing small, and you shall try 
jf you can hear !" The rector confessed his inability. 
5th. " But yet," cried he, " how large is heaven." " It 
is," said Howleglass, " twelve thousand leagues 
broad, and ten thousand high, and if you will not 
believe me, go and see; take the sun and moon, 
tad cou^t the planets and the stars ; measure them 
jill, and you will see whether I am not right." 

After this they had no more to say ; but ad* 
initted that Howleglass was in the right ; and had 
returned very satisfactory answers to such questions. 

He theu dismounted ex cathedra ; and left the 
place, apprehensive lest something disagreeable might 
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jKfiur, in coaaequence of ibe. Uwm'^Mt mswfia.t» 
had returned. 



WHEN.Üie DEime of our bcro had spimL.thcoiigfa 
•Utile adjacent states, and ^ agi^ed in Iwu^tH^ 
him, £:>r his excessive malice, he bethought him. of 
a new method of levying money, with tittle risk oi 
troutde. For this purpose, he stole a priest^s sur^ 
piiee, and began as a clerk. In this capacity he 
looked out for a taemento mof t, or dead man's skull, 
i& the church-yard, and taking one from, a handsome 
Tttull, he got it furbished up, and elegantly orna' 
msnted with gold and silver. With this he journeyed 
mio the land ofPomeranm, in order to levy ofieringa, 
nberethe priests use greater. diligence in drinking-, 
Ihan in preaching. 

. In short, throughout all the villages . where the« 
were any indulgences, any nuptials, any fime^als, or 
coBgiegations of any kind going forward, Howle^asi. 
was sure to be found there. The priests, for iht 
most part ignorant rogues, were all agreeable to this, 
and cared not, so that they mi^t only go shares, 
for, upon the whole of the ofFenngsmade, the curatei 
are ahrays allowed one half. 

When the congregation »as ready, Howleglass 
mQunted-theiHilpit^ .and took. .occasion.. to . m^nlioo 
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thatno ofNwgi would be teceived by him, but sucb 
ta"w6te px^ and free from fiuqucioHr and that noiM 
of thaw of the female part of hü coogregatiou, ymädi 
ba'acceptable,'who'wereGaiTyiDg on, or had carried 
on any mtriguea. 

Of a (ruth, hecontiniied, " I recommead toavepf' 
adulteress, if unhappily thwevhoirid be such fwescBt^ 
to stay behind; for, let all who bring their offerings 
to me, see to it, that they are not obnoxious to this 
failing." He then bestowed his benediction upon the 
assemblage, and leaving the pulpit toc^ bis station 
before the altar. 

Soon theie flocked persons both good and bad, to 
bestow their offings. The poor women gave easUy 
mtothe snare laid for them by Howleglass, firmly 
believing, that' the one who should offer no tribute» 
eofAA be no hetter than she should be, but rather 
worse. They all therefore vied with each Other, in 
presenting their tribute at the altar, thmking it was 
the only way to continue in good repute. 

-Some there were, who the better to be seen, re- 
peated their offer two or three times; and the worse 
Aey were, the more eagerly did they flock round 
Howleglass. Such was his dexterity in raising mo- 
ney, both from the good cmd bad, that he tbund him- 
sdf possessed of a considerable sum. After receiving 
fte whole of these peace offeiings, he forbade them, 
uider- pratence of excommunication, ever to accuse 
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each other oC the least frailty ; for that they were all 
Absolved and clear; had there been a Bingle frail one 
tmong them, he would by no means have allowed her 
öfferii^. Upon hearing this, the whole of the fe^ 
male congregation looked upon Mowleglasa as a very 
devout preacher, because they were unable to pene- 
trate into his cunning tricks. 



Onb day, Howleglass came to Nuretnburgh, not far 
frtMn Bamburgb ; and bemg very hungry, he entered 
into a house of entertainment where he saw a joUy 
hostess. She told him he was very welcome ; for she 
saw by his equipment that be was a boon companion^ 
and a wonderful knight of the stirrup ; in short, a, 
merry guest. When dinner was set upon the table, 
^ur hostess inquired whether he would take bis repast 
with them, or dine at the usual price alone 'i 

Howleglass said, " You see 1 am a poor com- 
panionable fellow, that will bless heaven if he can get 
any thing to eat." " Aye, aye, but it must be with 
money ; go to the butcher and baker, see whether 
they will give you any thing for the love of heaven ? 
We eat here for the love of money; if none, yon 
must go without your dinner." Now Howleglass, 
who had, words always ready to serve two purposeSf^ 
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taad ; " Good hostess, I mean for money ftud nothing- 
«)se. It is all I ask; I would not for the world 
think of dining upon nothing ; no, no, let it be for 
money— come! how much do you ask?" The hostess 
made answer; " The gentlemen's table is eightpence, 
the next is six." " Then the most is the best for 
me," cried Howleglass, as he made for a lai^ well- 
liimished board, where he eat to his heart's content. 
He went to the hostess as soon as he bad finished, 
and be^ed her to pay him, as she had said, for 
that he was a poor man, and could not affoid his 
time for nothing. " My friend," replied the woman, 
" you have to give me eightpence, and then you are 
^uit." " No, no," cried Howleglass, " you are to 
llive me eightpence, and then you shall be quit of 
me. You declared we were to eat here for love of 
money, and that for dining at the geotlemeu's table, 
it was to be eightpence. Certainly, as I told you, I 
did not intend to dine upon nothing, nor for oothiog; 
but I expected to get eightpence ; and I assure you 
I have worked hard and performed my best to deserve 
h : 1 can do no more, give me the money, and let me 
gti !" The hostess replied, " You have said well, for 
I think you have eaten as much as any four; yet 
you have the conscience to ask me to pay you for it. 
That would be strange indeed ! But you are a vrag ; 
away with you, a meal is not much ; but deuce 
take me if I pay you too for eating me up. And hark 
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you 1 conie to my table 1*0 Hwre ; unlesB jnu «npe to 
pay to-day's reckoning with it — a pretty trade, 1 
^ould drive, ^nairy come up, on these tenns. I 
mi^t very Boon shut up Aop." So Hawleglaes task 
his departure, not without saluting her, before aba 
had ffoi^ed herself into a great fiime; and adding; 
" Well ! if you can, on your conscience, take my la- 
bour for riothing, fare you well ! 



A^TEft Honleglass had practised his arts for some 
Iflngjli, of time, he beth^ght him of .tbe. proverb 
vhifti says; " Go M> ^oxae, my honest man, and 
«^oqerl^ack a rog:ue again." 

"To Bomstby»a;n*n to amepil — 
Home >gaw Ay life to end." 
for tme< it is, that neither a good horse nor a bad. 
mwi, jaesd their condi^on by going to visit Rome. 

^o^witfa then, our hero set out for that ci^, 
where he first shewed his wit by taking up his resi- 
denqe at the house of a rich widow, who seeing so 
handsome a young man, inquired whence he came. 
Heaaid, " From the country of Saxony, and that he 
was purposely cwne to have an interview with fh« 
Pope." 

"'Ilten,''.8Bid.ahe,"iiiy (pmi, you mj iqdfioi 
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we.lüin, but to speak with him is a very different 
mstUr, eipecially if you be a ttranger, aa you 
My. Foi ny {Mit, 1 ««uld ^ve a huitdred gi two of 
gaud ducste to any one whowäl obtain for me a con- 
ference with him." " Will you give me a hundred 
ducate if I.willdoitr " That I will," repeat«d the 
j«fly nidqw, boldly, for ihe little inu^;ined that he 
ocwld bnng. about audi an inteniew without paying 
a niuubeT of fees. 

Hmvl^lass now wat^died ■ the time when the holy 
poceseion was aocuitomed to jaoceed to the church 
of St. Gioranui (the Lateran) in ord» to celebrate 
mass. Observing the procewion go by, Hovrie^ase 
GOnbived to pass int? the chapel along with the rest, 
edgiHg up as near to the ^air of St. Peter as he 
possiUy cotdd. When the time dtew nigh for the 
tl(sation.of the host, he turned his back upon the 
attar, just as his holiness rai^ the chaUce, and 
ftzed his eye upon the cardinals, keepittg the same 
position until the whole cNemtmy was over. Mass 
beii^ finished, one of the canünols acquainted the 
Holy Pontiff, that there was a young man present 
who had turned his back upon the h<rfy sacrament. 
The Pope commanded that he should be instant^ 
secured and brought before him as he would banish 
him for an example to all bad Christians; and 
HowleglasB speedily found himself seized and con- 
ftonted with the mighty pontiff himself. 
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He first inquired of our hero what wa« the nature 
of his creed I He replied, " I am a Chrifitian, and 
observe just the same faith as my hostess ;" and he 
then mentioned her name, which was pretty well 
known. 

The good dame was instantly sent for, in order to 
throw light upon the mystery ; and the pope first in- 
quired of what faith she was ? " Oh dear, of the 
holy Catholic faith, to be sure ! I believe in all 
that the holy church chooses to command or to for- 
bid." Then Howleglass cried out, " So do 1 1 I belieye 
all that too." " How came it then, that you turned 
your back upon the holy sacrament V said the Pope. 
Howleglass replied : " Most holy father; I am a very 
great sinner, and I felt as if I were not worthy of be- 
holding the holy sacrament, before which I vras to 
make cqpfession." Hearing this, the pope said, that 
such being the case, it only did him credit, and he 
permitted him to go ; after bestowing his benediction 
on Howleglass and his hostess. In this way Howle- 
glass won the widow's hundred ducats, and remained 
confirmed in his malice more than ever; being in no 
degree amended by his pilgrimage to the holy city 
of Rome. 
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Ix the [villag« of Rosseinbei^ there lived a curate 
who had a very pretty chamber-maid, and a good 
hoise which he h^ht; prized. Now the Duke of 
Brunswick had a great desire to purchase the said 
horae, and sent more than once to know whether the 
parson would be induced to dispose of him ; for he 
did not venture to seize him because the parson held 
his living upon the territories of the counsellors of 
Brunswick. Still the parson obstinately refused Ui 
make any bai^;ain ; which coming to Howleglass'o 
ears, he said to the Duke : "Sir I how much will you 
give me, if I will deliver you the parson's horse, safe 
and sound into your hands ?" 

Then the Duke made answer : " I will give you my 
rich robe of red satin, and a grand mantle, all em- 
Iwoidered with pearls." So forthwith Howl^Jass 
took leave of the duke ; and not only set out to th« 
village, but on his arrival walked strtught into the 
parson's house. For thoi^h he was pretty well known 
there, he received an honest welcome considering 
who and what manner of man he was. 

After he had sojourned there about three days, he 
pretended to fall sick, and took to his bed, at which 
both the priest and his servant-maid were much vexed. 
Id spite of this, however, Howleglass kept getting 
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vww and wacBß, so that at last tlie lunest eaquind 
whether hewimld like to be DonfeHed, «ad receive 
the Bttcnmlmt of holy churth, to whidi Uowl^ut 
expressed bis readinese. Uprat this the priest tookhit 
eoafeasion, and questioned him ftell, at the Bame tine 
exhorting him to save his soul by expreBSiixg the ut- 
most contrition for bis faults,— doubting that he had 
passed off some notable ^cks and imposU^es in his 
time. 

Howl^lass readied, " That there was wAy one »n, 
which be did not tike to confess ; and that he would 
rather do it to another holy man than to bun, fet 
should he infonn his then ctHifessor, he mi^ht, per- 
haps, be vely angry." But the good' man said : 
" Friend, it is too far tösend far another priest; and 
should you unluckily die in the mean' time we shall 
both of us 'become unners in the Stg^t of heaven ; so 
haste to infonn me ; and trust me it will not be toe 
great for absolution. Whether it happ^s to displeai« 
me or not,- need not trouble you ; we are forbidden' tp 
publish our confessions." " Well," said Howleglass, 
" I should like to confess it, thoiigh I muoh fear it 
will greatly enn^ you; forall it is up -great offenüe, 
and it concwQs ' yourself." "The pu'son now became 
mora ui^ent than ever to learn what it was ; and he 
said: "Whatever 'petty -theft or grand larceny Jon 
»ay have committed, .your oonfwisor ifbo stands be- 
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ft» you will ferglve you ; he is too much «' C&ratitai 
tohtite you." 

" Yes," said HowlegUss, " but I know too v«ll'^t 
jmuwill be greatly ode&ded; bbt still I feel I lun 
fobg so very: fast that I hare no lime for demurring. 
The truth U, good sir, that I have five times f^len 
from the paths Of grace, owing to the temptations of 
your eervant-miüd." He parson bit his lips : add 
hastily grantii^ him absolution, left the-room atid 
mmi to summon his chamber-maid. At the metitiOD 
i>f the chsTge she was justly Indignant ; but the priest 
Said he had heard it from confession'— from a dying 
^ner, tmd was therefore bound to betiere it. 

" I say no," cried the maid, " you are not !" " I 
»y yes," retorted her master, " I am !"— " No" — 
«Yes" — and the diah^e became so warm that the 
ptidit making use of his staff, began to lay itäbdltt 
Ae poor girl's rfioulders. The maUt^ious rogde hear- 
ing the uproar as he lay in bed, laughed wickedly in 
his sleeve, at the Idea of having dec^ved the jOieM; 
bat he lay still until evening. Then getting up as if 
nMbiBg had been the matt«r, he asktd 'äie'p&i^on, 
" How much be had spent during his Malady V Both 
the master and his m«id were heartily glddtoseeliiM 
upon his legs, and walking towtod» the döOr; V^io^ 
on any terms to be rid of h)m. 

But as he went out, Howle^lass said to the pHest: 
"'Sir, rectdlect that you hsve titlHiahed'tny confts- 
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tkm—l un going to Molnstadt, and I shall iofonA 
the bishop." The parson hearing this, suddenly grew 
caltn, and even supplicated Howleglaes that he woidd 
not serve him auch an ill tum. He declared he would 
go as far as twenty crowns to purchase his secresy ;— 
if he would not breathe a syllable of what had passed, 
" No, no," replied Howleglass, " I would not accept 
a hundred to have my tongue tied ; I shall inform the 
bishop as it behoves me to do." In great perplexity 
the poor parson then brought the servant-maid to nsQ 
her utmost influeuce, on any terms, to prevent so fatal 
a. catastrophe. — At last, when he saw the parson in 
tears, Howleglass said : " Well ! I will consent, then, tO; 
take your horse ; and will say nothing. If not I will 
keep no terms with you." The parson made several 
ofiers of money to bribe Howleglass from his cruel 
resolution ; to which he would not listen ; and he finally 
rode away on the parson's horee, which he presented 
to the Duke of Brunswick. For this feat he was 
mightily praised and recompensed ; the duke gave 
him the fine robe ; and on hearing further particularsr 
bestowed upon him another. The parson was in des- 
pair at the loss of his steed ; and again vented hisi 
airier upon the poor chamber-maid, so that she via». 
compelled to seek safety in flight. 

In this cruel manner, was the poor priest deprived, 
of bis horse and his maid-servant together, Howle- 
glass having so mischievously wwked a complete revo» 
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lotion in her master's mind, thus leading him to hate 
and maltreat her whom he had to tenderly regarded 
hefore. 



It happened that at a certain vill^e in Easdand, 
named Rosteck, there lived a Uacksmith who had 
several bellovs in his foi^ ; which Howleglass took a 
fancy to blow. So he hired himself; and blew for 
his master whenever he bade him. Now the master 
was in the habit of working a small pair of these hd- 
lows himself; saying as he puffed away: — " Come, 
follow me with the big bellows." One day as Howle- 
^ass and his master were thus eng^;ed, the latter, 
aAer having made this obterration : " Come, follow 
me wüh the bellows," walked into his garden. Howie- 
g^ass taking down Üie large bellows, followed him, 
and when he reached the place said: " Where shall 
I set them down, master, while I go for the rest." 
" Thou dolt,", cried his master, " I did not mean thee 
to do this ; carry them back for thy pains." 

This same master thoi^ht to make his concern an- 
swer well by rising soon after midnight to rouse his 
journeymen to their work, and then afterwaids going 
to bed again. His men murmuring among them- 
selves, stud ; " What is the reason we are roused so 
confounded early? we are not accustomed to that sort 
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of thiof at ftll." " If you lilce," observed Howleg^, 
" I will enquire the reason." " Do bo!" they all ^d; 
" aod thou shalt lie a little longer a-bed." 

Then Howleglass vent and said to his master : 
" Good master, how comes it that you stir us up so 
pl^^y early in the day ?" " It is a rule with me/' 
replied his master, " that fw the first seven dqyi my 
joumeymen should sleep qnly half the nigfat." Hmrie- 
g;laBs answered not a wonl, nor 4id any of the rest 
But the nej^t morning when their master set diem aQ 
as usual fo their t^|c, How^egl^s» came dawn »lain 
with his bed. npon his shoulders i and the spades UuX 
were flying about op all eid^, fell some of them upas 
the bed. " Are you gone mitdt" ci^ his master, "ihat 
you bring yow bed to E^ch % plac^ as thie? yih$X is 
it for, may I ask?" " It is a tu|e with me," nepbed 
Howl^lass, " when I h^e slt^ only hplf tho night, 
to take my be4 aloqg with me, And l«t it re^t the re- 
maining haV upon ">B-" 

" Cany thy bed apee4ily haclf E^in, T4ftitf> au^ 
up there quick, outof my house." " Allve^y ^iglrf," 
said Howleglass, aa he went off; and then takil^ a 
ladder, he mounted through the roof, b^eakisg his 
way through the sky-light, without saying Mlie*ta 
any one. 

The master hearmg every no^jf and th^ soraetlvug 
heavy falling on the floor, ran up with some of his 
workmrat to see : and found the wood, and glass, and 
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ploister, apnai on all aidea, bat our hero bftd aliWdy 
dua^eared. More enraged than ever at this sight, 
he seized a sword and was goi^ up after him ; had 
not some of hit journeymeD ^vented him, obaerring : 
" Uaster ! he has only done what you commanded 
him to do 6y mounting up titere quick, out of your 
houK. He has disaj^ared, as you see ;" and the 
maate vas compelled to chew the cud <£ his ai^;er 
as he beat could. 



Our hero next entered into the serrice of a shoe- 
maker, — a mau who was fonder of spending his time 
in walking to the Hall, than of woridng at home. 
One day Howleglass said to his master : " Pray mas- 
ter, in what fashion shall I cut these ?" " Cut up all 
the hide, big and little, just as you see a porker drive 
his pigs through the gate !" Forthwith he began to 
cut the leather for pigs, oxen, horses, sheep, claws 
and hoofs. 

In the evening when bis master returned ; he was 
astonished to find his leather cut up in so strai^ a 
style, and was naturally very angry. " Why," said 
Howleglass, " I have only done as you commanded 
me ;" but his master said ; " Nay, not so, I never 
bade you cut up my leather into shoes for beasts— 
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nothing of the rart ; but that you should cut them up 
into small and lai^ sizes for men." " Aye ;" quoth 
Howleglass, " if you had told me that, master, bo I 
would williogly have done, and I will still do it, atid 
every thing yon can direct me -," upon which condi- 
tions his master pardoned him. The next day how- 
ever, the master cut out himself, and gave Howie- 
glass the shoes to stitch, the targe with the small. 
His master wished to see how he would go to work ; 
when proceeding directly as he bad been toM, be very 
solemnly began to sew t(^ther one of the small shoes 
with a lai^ one. 

Remarking this bis master said, as he began to 
chastise him, " You are a good servant, for you do 
every thing to the letter, as you are bidden." " Then," 
cried Howleglass, " that is a very good reason why 
you should not cudgel me." " That is true, my 
friend," continued his master ; " but I wish you 
would learn how to make first a small and then a 
large pair of shoes. If you mind my exact words, 
more than me, it will never do. See here is some 
more leather ; cut others as I have told you again and 
again." 

Having occasion to leave him, the master returned 
again in about an hour, not a little anxious, as he re- 
collected having told Howleglass to cut out in one 
form— first small — and truly be found an immense 
heap of leather all cut into small shapes ; besides 
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they Vere the whole of them lefts, made only to fit 
one foot. " Oh you vUlEÜal" cried his master; " ü 
there not a right shoe as well as a left." Without 
being the least disturbed, Howleglass said ; " Yes, 
to be sure, if you want them, I can cut r^ht as well 
as left ; but you ordered me to cut first upon one 
last," " Friend," cried his master, " if I were to 
make you my foreman, you would soon send me to 
the devil ; come, pay me for the leather you have 
already spoiled, and you may go try your fortune else- 
wherel" " For that, master," replied Howleglass, 
" you must ask the tanner to supply you with more 
leather ; it is none of my business !" — and he forth- 
with ran out of the shop and out of the town. 



A SHOKT time afterwards, Howleglass went to Lü- 
beck ; but he stood upon bis good behaviour, as the 
police was especially active at that jAace. 

Now there was a certain tavern-keeper who kept 
good vaults for the great men of the town, and who 
was very proud, declaring that no one could outwit 
him ; but his conceit made him many enemies in the 
place. This coming to Howkgjass's ears, he laid a 
project for undeceiving him in his own good opinion. 
For this purpose he took two drinking v^aels of the 
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same size, one full, tuyl the aüxta empty, \rttich he cat- 
ried secretly under his cloak. When he vent In, be 
banded the empty one, bad^ the tapstet draw him a 
quart of wiue which he took and put under his mantle, 
at the same time placing that which «as undor, fiill 
of watei very dexteroualy in its place, as he turned 
»aide. 

"What is your cha^e," inquired Howle|^as8? 
" Ten-pence," said the m^n, " no less." " The deuce 
it ia," cried Howleglass ; " why, man, I have only 
eightpence here. It ia too dear for my taUe." 
" Whatt would you hare it fm nothii^?' exdaimed 
the fellow in a great huff; " if you don't like it, you 
can leave it, can't you V 

Thought Howleglass, no, I will not do that 1 but 
he said aloud, " I wish I could make eight into ten, 
but as I cannot do so yon had better let me have the 
wine for them, than lose the sale." Then the tavern- 
keeper coming up in a great passion ItxA. Howlegfan's 
vesBel of water, and threw it into a lai|;e wine vat that 
stood by, imagining Uiat it was the wine. " What a 
fixd you are," he continued to Howleglags, ** to call 
fOT wine which you cannot pay for." " SU^ there,' 
died Howleglass ; " it is you who are the fod ; for 
there is no (me so fnU of wisdran, but he may at times 
be deceived even 1:^^ a fool ; however wise he may 
be." Saying this he departed, with the wine and his 
moKey both, coRcealed under bis mantk. The man, 
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however, auspicious of something wrong;, even from 
his ovn words, sent a constable after him ; and 
Howleglass being overtaken and the wine found upon 
him, he was thrown into prison. 

Many observed that he well deserved a halter for 
his pains; while others maintained that it was only 
an ingenious trick, and that the conceited tavern- 
keeper ought to have taken better care of himself ; in 
particular, considering that he challenged any one to 
deceive him. flowleg;lass, moreover, might only have 
done it to mortify the man's pride and arrogance, but 
the tavern-keeper's party declared that he was an airant 
rr^e, and insisted that the sentence of the law, 
that of hanging, should be carried into full effect. 

When the day was come, on which he was to be 
carried to the gallovra, the matter was quickly spread 
through the town of.Lubeck, and men on horseback 
and on foot Wen seen collected to witness the end oS 
Howleglass's wonderful life. None believed that he 
possessed the art of necromancy in a sufficient degree 
to e%ct his release, but the greater part would wil- 
lingly have enjoyed the sight of his deliverance. 

While they were bearing Howleglass to the place 
of execution, he s^d not a word ; and the people 
round said that he was more dead than alive. How- 
ever when he arrived under the gallows, he said he 
wished to have a word with the sheriffs, and very 
ineekly intreated that they would be pleased to grant 
&im his ta£t petition ; —a prayer offered neither for his 
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life, nor for silver or gold, but only for a Jtry small 
matter. This mi^t be granted him without in 
the least injuiing any one, and each of the sheriffs 
and coansdiors present could execute it without 
spending a farthing. After shortly debating the 
affair, it was concluded that such a petition from a 
poor dying wretch might be safely granted. Now there 
were a number who were curious to learn what it 
could be he wished for, after excepting so many other 
important points. " For none of these," continued 
Howle^ass, " do I entreat you ; but for the smalt 
favor 1 so much desire, pray let me have your solemn, 
oath and aMuiance that it shall be fiilfilled." 

The counsel made no difficulty, and our hero 
went on to say : " Now, as 1 feel certain you will 
solenmly adhere to your engagement, I do enjoin, 
that you my lords and counsellws, beginning first 
with the provost, and proceeding in degree to the 
rest, will, during three mornings after my decease, 
before taking breakfast, come and kiss me." 

Then they all began to laugh, and to spit ; agree- 
ing one and all, that it was by no means a fair re- 
quest. " Yet," cried Howleglass, " I hold the famous 
council of Lübeck, to bear so good and honest a 
reputation for fidelity and justice, as it will not 
lightly sport withal ; but that all will keep me that 
same promise which they have sworn by woid of 
mouth." After this appeal, the council again went to 
deliberate upon the affair, and at length concluded 
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that the most fair and satisfactory mode of procefd- 
ing, would be to leave Howl^lass alive as he was, 
and so release themselves as well as him, each (torn 
a very disagreeable operation in its way. 



It happened, that the eleclrars were one day at 
variance in their choice of an empen» of Rome, and, 
the Count of Supplemburgh was finally elected. 
But there were others who wished to elect themselves 
by force of arms ; and it was requisite for the newly 
chosen potentate,' to station himself, during three 
weeks, before the town of FranLfUt, waiting the 
attack of any who chose to encounter him. Owing 
to this, a vast concourse of people had assonbled ; 
hearing of which, Howlegjass sud ; " There will be a 
grand assemblage of lords, and great people, who 
win surety give me something ; were it only a silver 
medal; and most certainly I will go." So when he 
arrived near Frankfort, he there found the bishop of 
Treves, who observing him so oddly habited, inquired 
who he might be ? 

Howleglass then replied :" Sir, I am a maker of 

spectacles ; I am coming now from Brabant, but I 

can no where find any custom ; our trade is become 

worth nothing." " I should think on the ccmtiaiy," 

k5 
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said tbe bishop, " that yoar buMieu aa^t to go «o 
dnly tmpKtviBg; Gbt, traiy men grov more weAt- 
lifted every day. Therefore they ougbt to a^fij 
to you for spectactes." Bowl^laes t«|d»al: "My 
much honored lord, you say very true; but one 
thing hurts our. trade, which I would mentiou, were 
I not airaid of ofiendiBg you." The liiahop [«pliwl : 
"Say it boldly, inut, and fear oothing; we are 
pcetty well acewtoiaed b> bear Buch mcK aa you." 
Then Howle^asB said : " My nereMBä ionty what 
most hurts our tiule, ia the afpieheaEioD that t» 
&ture it wiU be gMd tor auÜJMg, Attd fin tUa 
leaM», that w« obterve yeu and other great lords; 
along with popes, esMÜMls^ bishops, emperors, kiagu, 
dukea, justice», and goT«nters of all laxds; all of 
whom God ancBd; luurc got a titck of loekung 
through their fingers, (iostcad of spectacles) and 
biding their eyes from the si^ of juHioe, except she 
come anayed in gold^ and precious stuff. 

« Formerly greab men used to ahidy the Iftws, in 
<Hder to learn to whom tO' admimtfei juries, aad 
do ri^t. At that peciod, they woie spectacles, aad 
ow business flourislied. Priests too, studied moie 
than now, and spectacles indeed were ia great r&- 
^ueat. At present, they read their IcesonS' by heart ; 
and nev«! operk a book, for weeks together. This 
faidt is SO frequent throughout the country^ that even 
the peasants tbcmi^ves study ttoough th»i fiiiga«i." 
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Now the biabop could read this text «il6out any 
gloss ; so he said M Howle^ass : ■' Follow me W 
Fraakfopt ; I will ^;ivs yon my ann« and livery," and 
Hoirieflasa remained with him until the emperor 
was imra^rated, and aAenrards returMd into the 
land of Saxony. 



■OW SOVLEAlllI IHTlHlD INTO A UIIICRABt's »RVIOI, IR 

In the town of Herdetlem, there resided a rich 
merchtmt, who, ha{^>ening one day to be walking in 
one of his own fields, a short w&j out of the city, 
saw Howleglass lying oa the green. He inquired 
trtio he was ? To ^is, Howteglass replied ; " I am a 
cook widiout a master, aad I have been a cook's 
servant ; otherwise a scullion; but that is now not a 
[dKce for me." The metchant said : " If yon like to 
become my servant, I wüt give you good board and 
wages, besides your clothes; you shdlhave atrial, 
for My wife is' contlnnally bickering one after another 
#ith all her cooks." Hois'leglass promised to do his 
best to please him ; and his new master asked hm 
his name, to which our hero rephed, that it was 
Bartholomew. '* The name," said the merchant, " is 
toO' long, you shall be called Dal." " Sit" sud 
Mowleglass, " just as you like best, it pleases me 
weD." "Then cone," addltd hk master, "yon tue 
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tlie sort of man I want; let ub go directly mto my 
garden, to gather herbs for the young boiled chickens, 
as to-morrow I have a party coming, and we must 
make merry with the best cheer." So they went to 
the hoose, and when the merchant's wife saw them 
come in, she said : " Heyday, master mine, what 
kind of a servant hare you brought us heret Are 
you afraid lest the bread should be left to grow 
mouldy ? what is he for V " Oh, you shall see that, 
my dear, to-morrow ; here, Dol, take this pannier, 
and fallow me to the shambles." 

Away they went, and the merchant bou^t some 
pieces of roasting meat ; saying on his return : " Now, 
Dol, remember wh^i you put this sirloin down to- 
morrow, that you leave it to do coolly at a distance, 
so as not to catch, or singe ; the boiling piece you 
may put on a good deal earlier," 

" Very good, master," said Howleglass, " it shall 
be done." So the next morning he rose betimes and 
brought the meat he was to boil near the fire. But 
that which he intended to roast he stuck upon the 
spit, and placed it at a cool distance as he had been 
told (namely, in the cellar between two barrels of 
beer) from the fire. Now before the merchant's 
guests had assembled, he went to see that all was 
going on well in the kitchen, (for his wife was a fine 
lady) and he enquired whether the dinner was almost 
ready, to which Howl^lass made answer : " Yes, 
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erery thing bnt the roast beef." " Every thmg but 1" 
exclaimed the merchant ; " and where ia that V " It 
u on the spit," answered Howleglasa ; " it is doing 
cool, at a distance as you desired, in the coolest 
[dace in the house, which is the beer cellar. .You 
did not say when you would like to have it roasted." 
While his master was discussing this point with 
Howleglass the guests began to arrive ; to whom he 
candidly related the incident, at which some loolced 
grave and othera laughed ; while his lady was least of 
all satisfied with the joke. Indeed she proposed an 
ejectment of the new cook from the premises forth- 
with. 

," My lovei" said the merchant, " give yourself no 
kind of uneasiness about that I to-morrow I am going 
to Gollai; and he must see me there, but on my 
return he shall be discbai^ed. They then all pro- 
ceeded to dinner, and made as good cheer as they 
could upon what they had got. In the evening when 
all was over, his master called Howleglass, and said : 
" Dol, see that my coach is in readiness early to- 
morrow morning, for I and the priest are going as 
for as GoUai; so look that it be well cleaned and 
greased." Accordingly when the whole family were 
abed, Howleglass proceeded to grease the chariot 
well both mside and out. And m the morning our 
merchant and the priest mounted to drive pfi*; hut 
plip went the priest wherever he laid his hand or foot; 
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EHid he bad aKmy a timd nearly bn^en his necfa At 
they drove along. 'jWhat the dence," he cried, 
" can rt be, that is so thick and greasy ?" 

So they stopped and called Howleghtas in a great 
passion, enquiring what vile work he had been d«ing, 
and swore and threatened dreadfilfy. Just then a 
waggon load of straw lucltily went by, and the aA- 
happy party purchased a small quantity with which to 
purify the weQ bedizened chariot. Qntte enraged, 
the merchant cried out : " Off to the gallows, you 
rascal !" and soon after Howleglass saw one not far 
from the road side, and driving the chariot rig^ 
underneath it, he was proceeding very leisurely to 
nnhamess the horses. " What is that you are about 
villain!" said his master. "Why," replied Howleglass, 
" did not you order me to drive off td the gallows; 
where I thought I was to set you down." On locAc- 
ing up, tlie priest and the merchant sure enough saw 
the gibbet ; upon which his master being seized with 
a panic commanded him to back, and drive right 
away as hard as he could flog. 

Hearing this, Howleglass dashed neck and nothiü^ 
through the mud, so that by the horrible pulTmg and 
tearing, the vehicle came straight in two, the hinder 
part remaining with the merchant and the priest 
stuck in the mud, and the other proceeding with 
Howleglass and the horses just as if noditng had 
happened. At length with much shouting and nut- 
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rang iHe nHüchant overtook his drirer, and was be- 
^Bnii^ to ittffict summary veageance upon him 
vhen the priest came up and prevented him ; and in 
.this fashion they contrived to accomplish their jour- 
ney, and so home ^ain. Well I his wife enquired 
how the merchant had enjoyed his journey ? " Oh 
deMglitful,'' cried tlie merehanC, " now that we are 
nfelyietonKd." They Aen called' Howleglass, aarfiagz 
*' To-night eat and diink to your heart's content, for 
to-BiMiow yoD qint thi» bouse. 1 cannot keep yoi^ 
yo» ar^ too g;ieat a malidoua lascat for me." " All 
Eight, master," said Howle^tessj and in the mormng 
when the memhant went out he again said, " Eat and 
drink, take ai much as you like, but do not- let me 
fiad you here i^en I come home from church." So 
while the femily was at church, HowleglasB pvoceeded 
w be bad been ordered to take what he liked *, and 
very sluvtly ha bad almost completely gutted the 
house, in sbwt the m^vbaDt met him with a whole 
load of Imb goods in tbe street as he wa» comii^ fW>m 
obnrch. "- Ha ! my hoiMBt cook," he cried, " i(4tat are 
you dreising now V " What yon commanded me to 
do," replied Howleglass, " you informed me that I 
might take what I liked, and rid the hontfi of- me." 
" Leave these tbinga where they are," exclaimed the 
merclMint, " and go to tbe devil if you pleawi" 
Howleglaas said: " I do every thing diat my mas- 
tera ordcB me, and yet I cannot lire in peace." So 
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he quitted the mercliant in a buff, whom he wu 
sorry again to have met with, whüe the fonner had 
his goods conveyed back to the house. 



Ih the town of Lusembou^h, there lived a certain 
maker of flutes, who had so long beaten up the 
whole country round, as to be up to tdl kind of tricks. 
Being in Howle^ass's company, he one day said to 
him, " Let us some day have a drinkii^ bout; sup- 
pose you were to come and dine with me to-morrow, 
if you are able." " That I can very easily do," said 
Howleglass; though he did not rightly hear his 
words. The nest day, however, when the hour was 
come, he proceeded to the houae of the fiute-maker. 
What was bis disappobtment to find the house doom 
fest, and no answer to his calls ; and after many vain 
trials, he was compelled to kick his heels backwards 
and fOTwards, in hopes the host might return, until 
the aäemoon being far spent, he was compelled to 
own himself a fool and went reluctantly home. 

On the ensuing day, he met his acquaintance, the 
flute-maker, in the maricet, and said; "My good 
friend, when you invite any one to dinner, are you in 
the habit of shutting your house door when it is 
ready V The other answered ; " If you vrill recollect 
right, I asked you to come and dine with me, if you 
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vere able ; but the bouse door being shut, and no one 
coming to open, it seems you vere not able, therefore 
I eseuse you." Howleglass, sadly nettled at being 
made the subject of a trick like bis own, replied, " I 
thank you, air; 1 did not think of that ; but I see we 
may still live and learn something." The other then 
laughed, and added: " But jesting apart, if you will 
now go to my house, I will soon follow, and you shall 
have an excellent dinner of roast and boiled, with no 
one but yourself." 

So Howleglass went, and. found every thing as be 
had said, the man's wife busily directing about the 
dinner. As it was quite ready, the girl went to look 
out for her master; his wife too finding she bngered, 
went afler her to the door, while Howtegta&s following, 
just as they had stepped out, shut the door upon 
them both. He had told them that the master was 
carrying home a fine sturgeon, and both wife and 
servant now hastened to meet him. 

Seeing them running so quickly, he said, " Whither 
80 fast?" and his wife made answer : " Howleglass is 
at our house, and told us that you had bought a fine 
Btui^ieon ; where is it, that we may help you to carry 
it?" Much vexed, the man said: "Why not stop 
within doors; depend upon it he has tricked us!" 
True enough, when they arrived, they found all the 
entrances secured. " Aye, this is the sturgeon you are. 
come to fetch," cried the husband, as he knocked 
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again and agam ; " and so Howkglass stood in onr 
shoes yesterday ; Teril; I fear we shall dine as he 
did." " Leave off knocking there," cried Howleglass 
from within, " and go about your buuness ; foi tbs 
good host assured me that Iwasto dine here alone, but 
yoH may come after dinner." The flute-maker said ; " I 
said BO, but did not mean so ;" but he was obliged to 
go to the houseof one of his neighbours until it pleased 
Ho#leglaas to admit him into his own house, where 
he was enjoying himself dining with no one buf Aitn- 
aelf, as he had been told. 

A^rwards, he opened the doors as a great favor, 
and admitted the host, who only said, for he was very 
hungry : " Howleglaa», this is a bad habit of yoorato 
shut the owners out of their own houses 1" and in this 
way was the trick (rf the host doubly requited. 



Now as Howl^kss belonged to that class of qoiet 
citizens who are not at all fond of hard woric ; at the 
same time loving a little good cheer ; he was obliged ■ 
to be continually on the look out : ' quid edendum, quid 
bibendum,' — what he should eat and drink. One 
day he went to a fair, where he saw a countryman 
who was buying a large linen sheet Howl^lass 
began to think bow he might have it instead of him, 
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after letting him pay for it, which he did. Accosting 
him, he inquired where he hved? and thia being as- 
certained, he next accosted a priest, and a malicious 
mgae like himself, to whom he said : " Now h the 
time you must assist me ; and only maintain that the 
ccAot ofthat feUow's cloth is Hue, and I will give you 
a florin, if I trick him, for your pains." Then Howle- 
glass hastening after the man, with the priest and his 
companion following at a distance, both of whom 
were instracted to appear when he should make Sig- 
nal, he jomed the devoted countryman. 

" Well, ftiend, where did you buy that bhie cloth V 
The man answered, that it was green, and not blue. 
Howle^asB said: "It is Hue sure enough, in my 
eyes." "You have got the blues if not the jaundice, 
then," said the countryman. " But, sir," cried Howie- 
glass, " 1 will lay you twenty florins against this cloth, 
that it is blue, and let the Ünt man we shall meet 
decide the point." " Done," cried the man, and it 
was agreed ; when Howleglass making signal, the 
priest's companion joined them. Said the country- 
man : " Sir, we two are disputing about the color of 
this here piece of cloth ; tell ua truly what you think 
of it ; we will aHde by your opinion." Quoth the 
priest's companion : " There can be no doubt of that 
to any who have eyes ; it is a piece of blue cloth." 
" The devil it be !" exclaimed the man; " then you 
are a couple of n^;ues who have c(»)spired together. 
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to pass sucb a skit upon me." But Howleglase re- 
plied : " I will say nothing of that ; however, here 
comes a priest, I wilt consent to end the matter as he 
shall judge best ; for be is the Lord's priest and surely 
he will not lie ;" to which the man agreed. So when 
the priest came up, Howleglass said: " Sir, pray in- 
form us what is the color of this piece of clothe 
" Why, my friends," repUed the priest, " don't you 
see that it is blue V The poor count3-yman afraid of 
gainsaying the priest directly added, " That is tnie, 
but these other fellows told me that I Ued." The 
priest said : " What have I to do with your quarrel; 
whether it be black or blue V The man answered, 
" Only, sir, that you would please to decide it." The 
priest replied : " Man, I can say nothii^ to the bu- 
siness, except that this piece of sheeting is blue." 
" Then," cried the countryman, " if you were not a 
priest, I should say that you had told a horrid lie^ 
and that you were all three a set of mahcious rascals ^ 
but because you are a priest, it is my duty to beliera 
you;" and he reluctantly gave up the cloth, which the 
villains cut up into wearing apparel for the winter, 
leaving the unhaj^ rustic and his family in great 
necessity. 
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IiT the town of Hanover, wbei« Howleglass was theo 
residing, he effected a number of wonderful tricks, 
famous for their rare ingenuity, and of which the fol- 
lowingwas one. One day he saw a dozen blind men 
proceedii^ along the road, all of whom stopped when 
they came opposite, thinking Howleglass was a gen- 
tleman by the sound of his horse's feet. When they 
heard him stop, they made a most humble obeisance, 
and said : " Good air, we are weary travellers coming 
from town, where a rich man has just given up the 
ghost, for the purpose of collecting alms." " Well," 
said Howleglass, " it is shocking cold, it is enough 
to kill you ; so go back to the inn which I have just 
left. Here are twenty florins, with which you may 
enjoy yourselves," at the same time giving them 
nothing; and mentioning the name of the tavern he 
had been at. The blind all thanked him, each sup- 
posing that the other had received the äorins, and 
then they turned back to stop a.t the place which 
Howl^lass had pointed out. " Good host," they 
said, as they entered, " we have met a gentleman on 
horseback who has given us twenty florins to spend 
with you during the winter season." 

The landlord being an avaricious dog, received 
them with a kind welcome, without ascertaining 
which of them was the treasurer ; so ushering them 
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into a loom, he laid they should have the beat he 
could aflbrd. Accoidingly he gave them good fare, 
and plenty of atronf drink, until he had made out a 
bill amounting to the exact sum of twenty fiorins. 
He then went to know whether they would like to 
Bettle ? to which the blind answered, " Yes ;" adding, 
" let him who received the florins, give them to our 
host for change."* Here was the difficulty ; first one 
and then another denied having received any ; and so 
with all the rest, when they began to scratch theii 
heads, and look very foolish at the good host. They 
declared that they had been sadly imposed upon; 
when after some vain reproaches, the host began to 
consider that it would be woree to detab than to let 
them go ; if he were to keep them at his inn. Yet, 
having resolved to be paid his money, he compounded 
the matter, by di^sii^ of them in a lai^ pigs^e 
for a prison, and sent them a Uttle hay and straw to 
feast upon. 

When Howleglass im^pned the blind men must 
almost have spent their money, he rode back towards 
the inn ; and in going to the staUe with his horse, he 
saw his blind friends in their new abode. Then ac- 
costing the host he said ; " What can be the reason 

* This incident ha« been frequeDtly wotked np and become 
cunest in a. Domber of storiei, in pardcnlai unoog tbe Italian«. 
It fcmni the subject of a Tale vl Sftccbetti ; and hM been Uk«- 
wise gireo by Soizini. — Traniialor. 
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that you have got those poor fellowB shut up ther« 
like hi^? have you no bowels of compassion?" 
" Would," cried the host, " that the rascals were 
vith the rest of their p»ck, aqd I was paid for their 
entertwomeiit ;" at the same time telUng Howl^lan 
how he had been impeded upon. " But," said our 
h*ro, " could yqu not take bail for them V " Yes," 
s«id the maq, " I ihould he glad (o hate good 
bond, and then let the pigs out of the stye." " You 
wretch," said Howleglasi, " I will see whether it 
cannot be done for love of charity," and he has- 
tened to the curate's house and said to him : " Sijr, 
I eatreat you «ill lend your hand to a pious woric; 

miae host of the hath suddenly become poit- 

se^sed ; I think he hath a I^oq of devila ; I beaceok 
you to try if yon can exoroiae them, wd you will be 
rewarded." " That," said the curate, " I wul do 
willingly, hut we roust wait a few days; we must do 
nothing in a hurry." "Good," said Howle^^ass; 
" and in the meanwhile, I will bring hi* wife, to 
whom you may comnounicate oui intention." *' Ijet 
her come," said the eurate, " and I will see to it." 
So Howleglass went back and said to the hostess, " I 
have found good bond for youi husband, if he will 
let you go with me to speak to the party." This 
being i^;reed they went to the curate, and Howl&- 
g^se said : " Here is the man's wiie ; now let her hear 
what yoa have pramüed." " Very good," replied th« 
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curate. " If you will only have patience a i&f or 
two, good dame, I will call upon your husband, and 
hope to set him at reBt." " That is a good hearing," 
■aid the hoBtesB, and hastened home to acqusunt 
her husband, who satisfied of the curate's respecta- 
bility gladly permitted the blind men to go (tee. 

Howleglass having thus settled matters with the 
host took his departure ; leaving the curate and him 
to decide the question as they best could. Then on 
the appointed day, the hostess waited upon the cimtte 
to receive the amount of the blind mens' IxU. Th^i 
the curate rephed : " It is by your husband's order 
yow, are come?" to which she assented. " I thought 
so," said the holy man, " it is the devu that makes 
him talk of money." " Nay," said his wife, " please 
you sir, not the devil ; it is he himself who wants the 
money." " Aye," said he, " I am told that the 
devil has prevailed with him, though I trust with the 
grace of God that he may yet be restored." " Well, 
well," said the hostess, " I see how it is ; when ill- 
disposed people are averse to pay, they make these 
inventions ;" and she went home, complaining bitterly 
of what the curate had said. 

But the host himself was so enraged, that he ran 
out of the house with a piece of roast beef which be 
had upon the spit, in his hand, and hastened towards 
the curate's, who seeing his approach made the sign 
«f the cross, and calUng his neighbours to his aid, he 
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told tbem that the man was poasessed. The host 
hmning' towards him cried ia a loud voice : " You 
shall pay, you shall pay." All present crossed them- 
■ehes,' and stood round the priest, who ran a nar- 
row chance of being spitted by the demootac, who 
was with much difficulty driven away.. AH the efibrts 
of the holy man proved in vain to dispossess hbn of 
the bad spirit that made hun continually harp upcm 
the curate's money; which he never ceased to de- 
mand, though the fonnet assured his neighbours 
solemnly that he owed him nothing. Still he re- 
peatedly tried to rout the evil spirit without Buccess'; 
and tbastrife continued between them as long as the 
parties Uved. 



At that place there dwelt a proud and spiteful land- 
lonl, who also piqued himself greatly upon his courage. 
HowleglasB arrived at his house during the winter 
season in a great fall of snow. Three merohants 
from Saxony, likewise arrived late in the same even- 
ing. The host casting a sidelong glance observed : 
" Where the deuce can you be coming from at this 
time of night ?" The merchants said they had im- 
luckily met a wolf in the way, which together with 
the heavy fall of snow had delayed their arrival. 

VOL. I, I. 
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On hearing this, the host became moije free in hit 
remarks than before, ridiculing the idea of l)eing 
scared by a wolf. "For my part," he continued, 
" were I to encounter a dozen in the open fields, I 
would not budge a foot. I would engage them hke 
a man, and not go out of my way like you ;" and in 
this manner he went on jeering them till nightfall. 

Howl^lasB being present, and having heard the 
whdehiBtory, Baidnotaword.but propOBed'to occupy 
the same room as the strangers, which they agreied for 
with the host When they had retired to the t^iuu- 
foer they began to consider how tbey mi^t requite 
their host for all the ridicule whidi he had heaped 
upon them. 

Then Howl^flass spoke out : " Gentlemen, 1 see 
this fellow is a great braggadocio, haidier in word than 
deed ; but I will put him to the proof, if you {dease." 
" Nothing could be more agreeable to us," said they; 
" and we will moreover pay you for your trouble." 
Our hsro answered : " To-moirow go about your 
affairs, and return here in the evening. I will be |ne- 
pared, and draw a draft upon the valour of our host, 
-which we shall see how he will honor." So the joer- 
chanla did, and paud both for themselves and Howle- 
. glass : while the host on his side, did not foiget to 
■warn them to take heed of the wolves, and sh(mt£d 
after, mockii^ them, as tbey went. They thanked 
him ; obserrii^ that if the wolves should eat them, 
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tjiey wmild ^ in oo condition to tetum in the erenias ; 
^jiDgwhich,.HowlegJ»ss,(uid they rode diffbentwayB. 
Bijt at the time a j^ipted they vere true to the hour; 
vhile flom]e^»aa meantime bad the good fortune to 
meet a wolf which he killed and flayed, being the moat 
ingenious thief of the two. When the wolfs hide tmd 
^becqpie baid with the frOEt, he conveyed it secRtly 
into the host's house ; wbobadstiUreconnetobisold 
.biavados when he saw (he merchants return. They 
.only replied : " As you can encounter so many wolves 
^t a time, suppose you were to kiU one just to shew 
your valour." 

In a gretu passion he swore that there was no- 
thing which he said that be was afraid of doing ; and 
the merchants soon after went into thev own room. 
Th^i Howleglas» said ; " Pray, let me deal with him ; 
only take care, when the host and his household 
shall be at rest, to be on the watch." At that time 
Howl^gjass went down stairs, and took the wolfs 
skia, quite bud and frozen, and placed it before the 
kitchea fire in an upright position, supported by sticks 
so as to look perfectly natural, with bis jaws stretched 
wide with another stick, into which he bad stuck two 
old shoes, as some sign of the hunger he felt. This ' 
done, Howl^lass returned to the merchants who di- 
rectly began to rouSe their host: " Landlord, l,and- 
lord, I say ! !" " What do you want?" answered the 
host. " Want !" retorted they, " we want something, 



u.g.t.r6=.i. Google 



SSO aovLzoiAss. 

to be sure. Up with your tapster, your chambemiaid, 
or yourself; we will settle tomorrow." The ' bost 
vexed at being thus disturbed, swore it was not the 
custom to drink during the night in Sasony. Still 
he called the bar-maid, bidding her carry what they 
wanted into their room. So she got up and ran to 
light her candle. Seeing the wolf at the kitchen fire, 
she ran into the garden, imagining he had already 
eaten the children in the cradle. Next the host called 
his tapster and he too went down to light his lanthom^ 
^itth he did before he got a sight of the wolf; and 
supposing he must have already devoured the giri, he 
hid himself in the cellar. Now Howleglass called the 
host himself for the third time, vociferating that the 
merchants were dying for drink ; or at any rate to 
bring them a light and they would go and draw f<» 



Su[^)osing bis servants must have fallen asleep, 
mine host at length rose, and went like the others to 
light his candle. In going to the fire, he got so near 
the wolf before he saw him, that when he did, hefeH 
down with fright, thinking he was already in the 
beast's paws, and uttering cries for help. Aa the mer- 
chants drew nigh, he howled out most piteously : 
" Oh haste, haste, he has eaten the tapster and the 
bar-maid; he is just swallowing her shoes 1" As he 
uttered these words, Howleglass and the merchants 
with peals of laughter ran in ; exclaiming, " Here is 
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the (»rave man who would clear the country of a do- 
zen wolves, and yet he U afnud of beii^ ihut up in 
bis own house with a dead one." When the host 
found himself thus tricked, he was quite at a nonplus, 
being taken so very short, so that he had not a word 
to throw at a dog, much less at a wolf now. He saw 
well that ' his previous proud looks and boastings 
had lost all their lustre at the apparition of a dead 
wolf; and he sneaked back to his bed-room. Next 
morning the merchants in high triumph settled their 
own and Howleglasa's account with the humbled host, 
"who never more ventured to boast of his peculiar va- 
lour ; and they then departed. 



HowLioLASS having nest taken up his quarters at 
Aslar, where he lodged with a person who had no 
oüier lodgers, except a little d<^, to which she was 
mightily attached, our hero had a quarrel with her, 
which arose as follows. She was always cherishing 
her favorite at Howleglass's espence, seating him 
near the fire, treatiog him to tit-bits and teaching him 
to drink beer out of a porringer. 

Now whenever Howleglass was drinking, the dog 
began to make his court, and the hosted unifonnly 
added : " You see, friend, what he wants; ^e him a 
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dnp inhis porringer ; be is asking you ;" and this was 
so often repeated that he shared with Howleglass 
every thing there was on table, until bebg quite full, 
he stretched himself again before the fire. At length 
after being both well fed for a length of time, Howte- 
^ass inquired for a settlement. On looking it over, 
he stud : " Now, my good hostess, answer me one 
thing. If you had a guest, who should eat all your 
nctuals, and drink your beer, and had no moD6y to 
pay you, how would you like it V The dame, think- 
ing he spoke of himself, and not about her dog, 
said: " I give no credit here; I must have either 
money or pledge from all." Howleglass replied : 
" I am content for my share, let my companion look 
to his own." Then on finding a fit occasion, in her 
absence from the room, he took the dog, and gomg 
into the stable he put him to death, and flayed him ; 
mfter which he returned into the house, with the 
skin under his coat. Then calling to the good lady, 
he said, " Now, madam, I think we can settle." So 
she presented him again with the account; which 
he soon handed her back E^;ain, taxed with half 
costs. She eagerly inquired, " Who is to pay the 
other halft for you have had the whole yomself." 
" Not so, madam," replied Howleglass, " there was 
on« more, and he had no money to pay his share. 
However, he is willing to leave his pledge." 

The hostess said : " Who can that he ?" " He 
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will leave you," amd Howl^lass, " the best suit be 
had to wear ;" at the same time, Bhewm|^ her the 
Uttk dc^B jacket. " Here take it," he said, " this 
is the best suit of clothes, by «ay of i^edge, whieh 
the feUoW. «bo eat aod diank with me, can leave 
you." The poor dame was dreadfully shocked at 
behqlding the favourite's jacket in such hands, aitd 
she.Guised Howle^ass from the bottom of her heait. 
He csfilied : " Your maledictions are of no use ; it us 
all your own fault, for you et\|oined me to give plenty 
to eat and drink to joui little cur ; and I kept telling 
you that he had no money, though you would not 
believe me. Now. as he has no money, he must e'en 
leave .bis coal ; pray accept it for his part of the 
swre." 

The hostess at this, was more augry than before, 
and shrieked out : " Away, villain, out of my house, 
and never shew your face again ; march, sir, march." 
" No," cried Howl^lass, " I will not march, but 
I will ride away ;" saying which, he sprang ofoa his 
horse, saying, " Good hostess, take precious caie of 
your pledge, until you get the money ; for I shall 
come back E^ain, and hope to taste the flavour of 
your wine, without paying any thing at sU." 
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In tittle mare than a week after this adventure, 
Howleglass came to lodge at a village near Aslar, 
wheie he left his horse, and changing hU dress, went 
to see his fonner hostess. Now, there happened to 
be a wheel lying before the door, upon which he 
seated himself, and bade the hostess good day. He 
^en asked whether she had yet heard tidings of 
Howleglass? " What should I hear," said she, "of a 
wretch too horrible for me to hear even named V' 
" Why," said our hero, " what has he done, that 
you are so very angry ? Don't you know that he 
never leaves any place, without committing a numbär 
of wicked tricks 1" " That," replied the hostess, " I 
can well aver ; for it is not more than eight days 
since *he flayed my little dog, and himself gave me 
the hide for what he said he had drunk." Howle- 
glass said ; " That was not well done." " But," 
said the hostess, " it wilt come home to him, some of 
these days." "True, hostess," said Howleglass, "he 
has already got his deserts ; he is stretched upon a 
wheel." " Praised be the Lord," cried the hostess ; 
" and had I been there, I would gladly have paid 
for the wheel ; and if I had the power, I would have 
broken his legs and aims with mv own hand." 
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:^ Then," said Howleglass, "we have said enough 
upon this subject; it is, however, all.trae that I have 
said ;" for he was then leaning upon a wheel ; and 
bidding her farewell, he hastened fi'Oni the spot, nor 
ever returned to it again. 



After Howleglasa's departure, he went to quarter 
himself upon a house, where the landlord was absent; 
and to begin, he inquired of his wife, whether she 
knew any thing of Howleglass. " No, not I," said 
she, "but I have heard that he is a mischievous 
hound." Hoffl^lasa however, again addressed her 
with fair words : " I wander, madam, that you don't 
know him!" " I have no wish," she replied, " for 
every body repeats it, as far as I hear ; and com* 
plains of him." Then Howleglass said : " Madam, 
if he have done you no harm, why do you abuse him 
so? You only know him to be such amalicious rogue, 
from hearsay." " Yes," said the woman, " I tell 
it you just as 1 heard it, from my lodgers;" at which, 
Howleglass held his tongue. The next morning, 
however, he rose early, and finding the embers still 
warm in the kitchen, he kindled them up a tittle, 
and then went and carried the hostess, who was in 
a sound sleep, down stairs, and laid her upon die 
t.5 
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bot coala^ which madä her smart well, befoi« sh« 
xW(Ak. Theo Howleglass said : "NdWi indeed, daitie, 
joa may sa; from your oWn eXperielibe, much bettä 
diao hearsay, that Howleglass is a nüdicious n^ue ; 
for you have had a taste of his tricks." The hostess 
began to cr^ muider, and stop thief, stop thief, with 
as toud a voice as she could, but Howleglass made 
hisescape; adding, "This is the way to serve pei^le, 
who say ill of one by hearsay, though one never did 
them any harm, nor even so much as saw tiiem." 



A SHOBT time afterwards, Howleglass went into a 
tavern where there were a number of Dutchmen. 
Being disgusted with tbcm, he ordered a dozen eggs 
to be boiled, and set before him. One of the Dutch- 
men, however, taking Howleglass for a simple rustic, 
took the eg^ one after another, and devoured them 
all; each time setting a shell before Howleglass, and 
observii^: " Here, sir, is the husk, but the kernel 
has sUpt out." The rest of the company latched, 
and Howleglass likewltie, staring at them like a fool, 
as if he had been moon-struck. But hear the sequel! 
In the evening, Howleglass called for a roasted 
t^ple, which he emptied as adroitly as the Dutchman 
had done the eggs ; leaving only the pij^s within ; 
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to which he added a goose quill cut up into several 
bits upon a trencher ; he then took and laid it upon 
the table, with sugar and ginger, as if he had been 
going to mak« a feast ; and leaving the room, he 
patiently awaited the result. He was no eoouer 
gone, than the tame Dutchman took his apple, and 
deroured it haiti^, to empty the apple, before his 
return ', but lo ! in a minute or so, he was seized with 
the most excniciuiog pangs and vomitings, and be- 
came BO extremely sick, that the host and his com- 
panions believed he would infallibly die. " Alas," 
cried the man, "I am poisoned; fare you well." 
" No," replied Howleg^ass, " you are not poisoned ; 
but you are l^dmuring under a very strong emetic, 
inch as the great gourmand's stomach is sometimes 
iuli^ect to. Had the Dutchman first informed me that 
he was about to devour the apple, I could have told 
him that it wowld not agree with boiled e^. In 
fact, they are bitter and sweet enemies to each other ; 
they cannot remain five minutes under the same 
roof, so you see they are compelled to part." 

With some difficulty, the' Dutchman recovered ; 
and he then said to Howleglafls: "Eat in future, 
whatever you like best; I will never med^a with you, 
nor ever invite myself to sup willi you i^in," 
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One day Howleglass went to pay a visit to the 
Bishop of Bremen, who had a great r^ard for him ; 
as they had spent many a meny hour together. So 
having first lodged his horse in the bishop's stable, 
and ordered him good provision of hay and oats, he 
hastened into the palace. Bidding him welcome, the 
good bishop expressed a wish to see some specimens 
of his ingenuity ; but Howleglass wore a very grave 
countenance, and slowly repeated his Pater Notttr, to 
which his friend the bishop listened rather impatiently. 
Now Howleglass had just before been with. a 
a crocliery-ware woman, and had made a bargain 
with her for all her ciockery ware, which she was 
bribed, with suicidal hand, to break to pieces, at a 
signal to be given by Howleglass. The bishop now 
enquired of him where he had last been ; and Howle- 
glass answered ; " to church." " Indeed, you are 
very solemn," said the bishop; " will you do nothing 
to make one laugh?" "Please your Grace,", replied 
Howleglass, " if you will come as far as the marketr 
place, you will see a woman who is selling earthen- 
ware, and who without saying a word, when I make 
a secret sign to you, shall fall upon her own wares, 
and bredc them to pieces." The bishop said : '^ That 
I should like to seet but I will bet you tiiirty gold 
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crowns that she will do do auch foolish thing. 
What ! break her owd pots 1 impossible," 

So the bar^n was made; and the bishop went 
fdongwith Howleglass to the maiket, who pointed 
out the woman where she stood, and just as thej bad 
reached the steps of the town-hall, be made a sign 
as he had said, and the bishop looked atteatively to- 
wards the spot. 

The same moment the crockery-woman got up as 
if in a great passion, and began to smash her wares 
with a huge stick, until the whole were demolished. 
All the spectators burst out a laughing as well as the 
bishop and his people ; and on their return the bishop 
said to Howleglass; " How the deuce could you 
possess the woman to break her own crockery ? tell 
me, and I will pay you the thirty crowns V " Please 
your Grace," stud Howleglass, " it was not done by 
chance nor ignorance; the truth is I had bought 
them." The bishop began to laugh, and gave 
Howleglass the thirty crowns, only making him promise 
thai he would not amuse any one else with the story; 
in which case, he would give him a good fat beeve ; 
and Howleglass very joyfully took his departure. 

ITie bishop being seated at table with his gentle- 
men, informed them that he had learnt the secret 
of the crockery woman's conduct ; and the whole party 
shewed great curiosity to know it. The bishop said : 
" If you will eadi of you give me a fat beeve for my 
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kitchen, I have no ol^ection." The whole pa^y 
agreed to give one ; most of them indeed tvo, each 
to the value of lis crowns. When the beeves were 
collected, Howl^lass came forward and declared that 
one half of them belonged to him. " No," said tbq 
bishop, " only what I prpmised you '," and he Be]^cte4 
one of the finest, whiph Howle^aw drove off 

The bishop then calling his lords and gentlemen 
said : " Listen and I will keep my promise : it was 
that maUcious n^e Howkglass who bribed the 
woman in order to impose on me ; the rest yogr 
sagacity will account for." When the whole com- 
pany heard this, they were quite ashamed and cb&pr 
fallen ; for they repented having bartered their oxe« 
pn such terms, but they were obliged to hold their 
tongues. The bishop on his side, had even done 
batter than Howleglass, for he not only repaid him- 
self the thirty crowns, but cleared a much laiger sum 
by the sale of the beeves, of which our hero obtained 
one. The loids and gentlemen indeed were sadHy 
chagrined at having been thus tricked by ^tw 
bishop, but there was no help for it. 



Howleglass being now pretty far advanced in year 
began to think of repentance, and turned his .thoughts 
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to Nligiiota, «itb tlie hope of lefbroiii^r hit evil Uray». 
Fat this tmrpose he vent to the Abfaot of Mailesdal 
in the land of SaxOby, whotn he ititieated to and hiu 
B restüg place, as a sort of lay toAber. The abbot 
who was a facetious man, repUed : " I will give ym 
m place» but it lUHBt not bi a resting plaCc ; you must 
do etteiething for your living, ve have no linecnici 
hdfe. Beth I and my brethren Ore all engaged is 
doing solnethingt and all here do at they are bidden/' 
" R^erted Father," said Howleglasi, " wbM pkaiM 
yoii will ^ease me well." Then the abbot «aid : 
" Yet I see pretty well that you do not much like 
work, ID yon shdl have a statiofl at the gates, which 
yob will only have to open and shut, and to cob-> 
yette With civil people/' ' " Reverend FatheP," readied 
Ho#Ie^aa3, " Heaven reward you, 1 will aaMsedly 
do whatever you command, and (cave nodooe, what- 
evet yon pleasb to forftid. I can Bay no toDH." 
" Hien" said the abbot, " bete are the keys ; and 
be sore not to adhiit all that Icnook at our gates, Imi 
only Ihrae or foit at the mort ; for there are so ttaay 
idUng TOfues abfoad, thxt if we were to admit them 
all, the gourmands would eat up our monastery." 
Howle^ass made answer: " Revnend Fathef, I 
would wiUingly prevent that" 

Now it one day happened that a party of the 
moidcs were returning witii a convoy of provimMs t^r 
the convent, and Howtegtan would pMnit oidy four 
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to enter, leaving the reat to kick their heels on the 
outside. A compl^nt of this being made to the 
abbot> he said to Howleglass : " Oh, I see you are a 
wag', and is that the reason you would not admit mj 
monks into the monastery ?" 

" Father," said Howleglass, " I admitted as many 
as you commanded me, and no more." " Nay," 
said the abbot, " you have {dayed the rogue, the 
maliciouB rofpie ; and you are no longer worthy to be 
called our porter." So he put another in his jdace, 
feeUng quite assured that he would never abandon 
kis old tricks, and transfened him ^to another post. 
This was to take a muster of the monks who came 
to matins ; " and mark," added the abbot, " if you be 
trilling here, I shall give you notice and rid the 
convent of you." Howleglass said : " Reverend Fa- 
ther, this taking muster will be a heavy job; how 
many are you, I wonder 1" " Do it as I say," repeated 
the abbot ; for he had already wished to get rid of 
him. Then thought Howl^lass, I »hall never be 
able to number all these ' sheep by the head. They 
must not come to matms too fast So he went and 
broke some of the staircase steps leading into the 
place ; and first came, . and first did go, plump 
down, the prior, an ancient holy man, who was in the 
habit, of leading the way to matins, and broke his 1^ 
upon the steps. He made such piteous moans, that 
the rest of the mooks ran in a body to see what 
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could be the matter, and in their zeal to save the 
prior they all fell down the steps from top to bottom. 
Howl^laSB was standing near counting them as. they 
fell, with a. piece of chalk upon a slate, and just as 
the abbot got up, he observed : " Reverend Father, 
have I not well fulfilled your orders ? I have taken a 
mnster of the monks ; here it is." Then the abbot 
answned : " You have played the part of a malicious 
wag as you are ; so budge speedily hence t" Then 
it was, that Howleglass took his departure for 
Müllen, where it is ,uo wonder that he fell sick, and 
had time to repent of hia late impious tricks. 



At Miillen, Howleglass feeling himself grievously 
sick, marched straight to the house of an apothecary, 
asked for some medicine, and walked up stairs to 
bed, bidding the doctor to attend to his case. Some- 
what vexed at this want of ceremony, yet suf^rasing 
he could pay well, the doctor determiued to ad- 
minister sharp medicines ; which being taken, very 
speedily compelled Howleglass to get up again. Be- 
ing in the night, however, he began to advise with 
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himsatf, what waa beet to be done. Oa going down 
■tain, be found all the doors made fast, except that 
into 'the doctor's shop, into which he entered, still 
grcE^ puzEled, and reasooiag within himself: "At 
aH eirents, this ^X)d apothecary shall lose nothing 
by me. True 'it is, I hare neither silver nor gold, 
bat I will give him what I have." And now he 
was just (HI the point of replacing one of the doc- 
tar's drug boxes ; when the doctor hearing a noise 
below stE^, suddenly entered. On finding how 
mattene stood, he went into a passion, and .rowing 
Hovdeglass should stay no longer in his house, he 
had him conveyed to the hotel of San Spirito, where 
his mother healing that he was at his last hour, be- 
ing very poor, and believing he might have some 
money to leave, was soon in attendance. Beginning 
to weep and lament over his condition, ehe said: 
" My poor son, where are you so unwell?" Howie- 
glass repUed : " Here, mother, between the wall and 
the bed." " Nay," said his mother, " speak to me 
sweet and pretty words, dear son 1" Howleglass re- 
plied: " Honey, honey! isthat asweetthing?" She 
then sail}: "My good Howleglass, where is your 
mon^, and where are your goods T' " They are so 
safe, I think nobody wiU find them ; but I leave 
you, mother, all my goods, Just straight and crooked 
as they are." 

HovrieglsLSS now fast getting worse, was asked 
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whether he- would not like to have a confessor^ and 
take the sacrament, to which he agreed ; for he said' 
he felt that he should never giVe this last eaemy Uie 
slip. " Never mind," said -aa ailci6iit Begwne avm,' 
" you hare only to lepent, in order to anooth your 
way out of the world." "Nay," quoth Howlegjass, 
" I shall die neither more smoothly, nor pleasantly, 
for repentii^ of my sins, for death is hard and bitter ; 
it takes a good deal to kill one, good or bad ; besides 
I will make no private confession. Why should I ? 
I have sinned against all nations, and all individuals, 
wherever I found thedi. Those I have any way he^ 
nefited, vnH speak of it after my death; and as fbt 
sucli as I have injured, you may depintd Aat d>e^ 
will nof^hold their foä'fte^. However, 1 oBty re- 
pent of two things, vhteh I have never been' ttble tty 
accoibpSslK.'' " Nay," said the old nun; " rfither 
be joyttil, ' if they should be any thing' wKmg', aiid> 
repeat of tbe rest of your sids." " You may think 
of it as yott please," replied Howleglasi; " but they 
are as follow : whenever I saw any one picking his- 
teetb with a knife, Or any thing dse, I felt intinite 
regret ai tiot havii^ put somethtng on the point of 
it. The ddier is, that whenever I n(W an old woman 
dmve fifty, I felt a great mdinatibn to have her 
eitbe' burned or drowned, to rid the winrld of her." 
" Then heaven take care of you," said (be <M nim, 
" for I so longer «ill; I am myself six^ yexn o4d.'^' 
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'* Yes," iaid Ho*le^asa, " it is that that vexes me." 
"Oh! the devil fetch you!" cried the nun; and she 
left her sick patient, in a great huff, to himself. 
" Ah !" said Howleglass, " I find she is not atruly de- 
vout sister, or she would not so lightly have taken 
o&ence; in my opinion, she is worse than the devil." 



ROW flOITI,IOI.AU ON,CE FDBCHAICD DOMl BDTTin-UILEi '"D 

We must not here forget to mention, that before 
Howleglass went to the monastery of Mariendal, of 
which there has already heen . an accotmt, he arrived 
on occasion of a festival at Bremen. He perceived a 
□umber of countrywomen coming to the fair, carry- 
ing buttermilk, and he marched up to them as if he 
had been a pubUc officer, and ordered them to empty 
their milk into a lai^ vessel, marking down the con- 
tents of each, upon a state, in order to obviate all 

Supposing they were to be paid for their milk' 
the women stood waiting; and Howleglass told (hem 
that he would settle with them the week after, when 
they all ran to take their milk hack; while Howle- 
glass t<rfd each of them to take her own. Great waa 
now the scramble, all were drenched and painted 
from head to foot with butter-milk, and flung their 
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jugs at one another'B heads, maldng a most hideous 
din. 

When they a little recovered, hardly knowing on 
whom to take Tengeance, they sought every where 
for Howkglass, crymg out, " Where is that malicious 
n^e, who pretended to measure and take our milk? 
Let us have him that we may duck him ia the mash- 
ing tub." ' The spectators of this scene were greatly 
amused, observing to all that paused, " What a day 
it is ! Do you see how it has been raining butter- 
milk ? the etieeU are swimming with it." 



At the time when Howleglass was a monk of the 
order of St. Antony, and called the Rev. Father 
AnastastuB, he was oflen in the habit of going to 
collect alms, as much as the simple were pleased to 
give him, at least once a year. Now Howleglass 

* It will be oburred, that pordoiia of thi* and tba nut 
chaptar, are almoat identical with nmilu de>ciipti<aii in tha 
Italian NoteliMi, and in MOM paiti of FriuGenmd. InirtuU 
direction the cntrvnt at Gcdsn finl ran, it u diflcnll in tU* in- 
Mance to aaj, but we ar« iaclinad to think that Howl^lua 
hat occMionallf anof^ted to himielf, the nploiti of othen. 
rrwuIuM-. 



u.g.t.r6=.i. Google 



838 HowLEOLASS. 

«MW «'little -iquatifignce, -idth a sharp .keen xirage; 
red head and beard, and one of the best jokers And 
«dtiM« in the world- Though fae h^.no.leanÜDg;, 
4>e was- SO' perfect and pronqA a^ieaker,.tli&tjaDy<one 
aot-«cquamted'with'bim,.woidd hav^ajled btma 
gMatontor; equaltoCiaeroorQuutilian;and indeed 
he «as -gossip ' to most in the same fonntry, and re- 
lated to or weloomed by bU. Acoording to. his oU 
practicei'lie went-dure lathe month. of Angyst; and 
OBcSun.daynioniBg when alt the good people were 
about to go to moss, in the grand church, he ad- 
Tanced when he thought it was the right time, and 
said : " Good ladies and gentlemen, it is a custom 
wHfa you, as you know, to send some small pert of 
your products every year to the poor foUowera of St, 
Antony, each according to his power and piety. By 
these means only will St. Antony consent to be the 
guardian of your beeves, your pigs, and asses, and all 
your flocks: besides which, you havetopaytitesmaB 
duty marked down (o be paid once a year, in the 
books of OUT fraternity. Now here am I, sent by my 
superior, our good Abbot, to collect these little dues ; 
SO that with. the Lord's blessing, you wjll cQipe when 
you hear the bells, as you go out of chmch^and I 
will preach you a discourse, such as wäl be pleasant 
to the ears of the disciples of St. Antony. You 
shall kiss the cross ; and moreover, I will shew you a 
very precious and holy lelic, which I myself brought 
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^Tom the Ht^'Land, beyond lea, no tese than one of 
die feftthers from the wing oftbe angel Gabriel which 
he dropped in the chamber ctf the Viigior>wlun he 
came to mAe the aannaeiation at Naiareth." Hav- 
ing announced this, he^ ceaaed, and letuned' to hear 
«aass. But now at the time when he madethia ihodaat 
'propoaal, thete were {a-eaent two boon ooutpsBiona, 
boat of whoTD, though mtimate with iHowkgiass, bo 
sooner iheard his intention» than they. Teaolvcdt« play 
him one of his own Icind' of tricks. Knowing .'tiiat he 
was that day dhiii^ with one of his ftiends ab the 
caetle, they no SDoacr sAw hlra seated atrtabl«, ätan 
th«y 'dipped down into the street, and went forthwith 
to hia lodgings; and wliil& one amused >the ser- 
vant, the other contrived byfind the famous aether 
which he secretly securedi leaving' every- thing else 
exactly as he found it. Hiey were ciirioua'rto> hear 
WhatHowteglass %ould say to the' people, when he 
found the loss of his relic— ^the pamtt'sfeiAhsr, of 
which they had deprived him. To complete thejoke, 
they likewise substituted some coals in die box 
from which they had taken it. At the appointed 
time, they went to see how Howl^lass woiM look 
when he found the co^ instead of the feftther^in the 
presence of tdl the people. After gr&nd' mus had 
been sdd, the umple audience waited in Ihe utmost 
State of'excitation for a sight of the aagel Oriviel's 
feather. Every one repeated the ap^:oaching mi- 
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racle to hU neighbour, ' and ditmer was no sooner 
over, than they begun to collect on all aides, with ex- 
preMJons of the greatest piet^ and wondei. To add 
to the numbers, Howleglass let them vait a. good 
while; he eat a good dinner, took his wine, and after 
sitting a Uttle, rose very quietly, sending word to 
Gucchio Imbrate that he should bring the little bells 
and' the besaces, which after having unwrapped with 
much difficulty, assisted by the scullion and Nutto 
the servant, he proceeded to the place of exhibition. 
He ordered his attendants to go to the church gate 
and ring the bells with all their might. And the 
peo[Je being now all in readiness, Howleglass uncon- 
«cious of his loss, began his discourse, whieh he very 
artfully led to his particular purpose. At length 
wishing to display the ai^el Gabriel's feather, haying 
first concluded his devotional confession, he ordered 
two torches to be lighted ; and then unfolding the 
wrapper, and taking off his monk's cowl, he pro- 
nounced a grand pan^yric upon the angel Gabriel 
and his relic. Now he opened the sanctum sancT 
torum of his box, which he found full of coals, and 
inwardly cursed his valet's negligence, in having suf7 
fered such a trick to be played ; for he knew that h( 
had not wit to think of such a thii^ himself. How-t 
ever, without in the least betraying his confusion, be 
raised up his hands and eyes to heaven, and in aloud 
voice he exclaimed : " How great and miraculous ! !" 
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and ghutting up the box, he agttin went on with hia 
discourse ; "Good ladies and geatlenxeu, I must now 
inform you, that when I was yery young I was s«it 
by my superior into the east, in order that I should 
do my utmost to discover the privileges of St. An- 
tony, which, thoi^;h they cost nothing, are more use- 
fid to others than to us. I toolc my route from 
Venice, through the Qrecian city, and the kingdom 
of Algarve. Here I found the venerable father 
Messire, to whom I said, when I waited upon him, 
' Do not be offended, most worthy patriarch of Jeru- 
salem ;' and he, out of reverence for every one who 
bore the habit of our patron St.- Antony, wished me 
to behold that holy saint's relics, which he possessed. 
Of these, indeed, he shewed me so many, that if I 
were to attempt to give you an account of all, I 
should never have done. However, he had some 
bottled rays of the star which appeared to the three 
ettstera kings, and a small phial, containing St. Mi- 
chael's drops of sweat, which poured down, in his 
combat with the devil. He had, also, some of the 
sound of the bells, belonging to the grand temple 
of Solomon, and the feather of the angel which I 
have mentioned, with the coals which roasted tb« 
blessed St. Lawrence ; all of which I was permitted 
to bring back with me. True it is, that my superior 
would never permit me to exhibit them, until it had 
been clearly certified, that they were the genuine 



u.g.t.r6=.i. Google 



HOWLSeLASS. 



things: but now from undoubted' miracles, which 
they have wrought, as well as from letters latdy re- 
■ ceived ftom the p»triarch of Jerusalem, we are here 
authorised to exhibit some of them, which I always 
carry about me, beii^ afraid of trusting them to any 
one. The aagel Gabriel's feather I secure in a 
small box, and in another äie coals with which 
St. Lawrence was roasted; and both boxes bear 
80 striking a resemblance that I often take me for 
the other, as has happened in the present initance. 
I find, that instead of having brought that contain- 
ing the feather, I have here brought the box of coals, 
which I firmly believe has been owing less to my in- 
advertency, than to some miraculous interposition. 
And so it is ; for it now occurs to me, that within 
two days from this time is tha festival of St 
Lawrence I Yes, it is St. Lawrence's day, only the 
day after to-moirow ; and you see, my good friends, 
that it is intended to awaken your piety against the 
occasion, to turn your hearts to him, by the, sight of 
these precious coals. Ajiproach nearer, and behold 
them, saturated as it were with the unction and good 
'humour of the saint : approach nearer I say, for 
whichever of you shall be marked with the sign of 
the cross by one of these coals, he will be sure to 
hve during the whole year, and do fire shall harm 
him wheresoever he shall be." 

Then, after singing a hymn to the saint, he 
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opened tlie box, and shewed the coeJs, which, when 
the stupid people had admired to their heart's con- 
tent, they all began to press round Howleglass with 
tiieir tribute, and to be marked with the cross. This 
be did, with huge figures upon their clothes and 
dresses, remarking that whatever quantity of carbon 
was lost by the process, would be again supplied, 
when the coal was returned into the bos. After 
having. In this way fleeced ait the good people of 
Certaldi, as well as disappointed the rc^es who 
had hoped to enjoy his confusion upon missing the 
feather, he took his leave. But his companions were 
so greatly amused,, and astonished at the ingenuity 
and resources he displayed, that they were almost 
convulsed with laughter. 

When the immense assembly had dispersed, these 
wags went to find Howleglass, to whom, with in- 
finite jests and railleries, they discovered the trick 
which they had just before played upon him, at the 
same time restoring him his parrot's feather, which, 
in the ensumg year, proved as lucrative to him, as 
the coals had before done. 



Sw-isQ the time that Howleglass was playing the 
«ailler, there was a certain lord who had the reputa- 
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tkm of being at once extremely eccentric and cruel, 
and was in possession of a lai^ domain. Happen- 
ing to hear that the parson of his pariah piqued him- 
self upon the shrewdness of his divining faculties 
which the simple country people looked upon with 
the same horror they felt for judicial astrology; 
whereas the poor parson was only of an inquisitive 
turn, calculating from almanacks, of fine and rainy 
weather, accordiog to the conjunction of the [Janets, 
which most frequently join to deceive those who 
trust them; hearing of all this, we say, the lord of 
the manor determined to smnmon him. For though 
the parson made no kind of professions, his pa- 
rishioners still maintained, that he was a great di- 
viner, as well as a divine. Now, this lord ridiculed 
all those whose superstition led them to believe that 
any man possessed the power of foretelling what was 
to come— a power, only exercised by the Almighty ; 
and forthwith the parson was ordered to appear be- - 
fore him. 

Trembling he obeyed ; for he knew the reports 
that had been spread, and the strange humour of his 
lordship, whom he found in bed. The moment he 
made his appearance, he said to the parson : " So, 
they want me to believe that you meddle with di- 
vination I" ' To this the unlucky parson made an- 
swer: '*No, my lord, I make no profession of the 
kind; I am only a Uttle curious in matters of judicial 
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astrology. By means of the stars, we are soinetimes 
. enabled (o form a ju^ment accordii^ to their pecu- 
liar aspects, coajimctions, and influencea." This lord 
being in fact extremely ignorant, and not a whit the 
wiser for the parson's explanations, told the parson 
that he thoi^bt he must be mad. " And ta cure you, 
my friend, now mark me 1 unless you can solve me 
four questions, such as I shall ask, you shall be com- 
mitted for contempt of my person, and treated to the 
most severe flagellation that ever an astrologer cal- 
culated upon." The poor parson wished to excuse 
himself. " No, no," said his lordship, " you must 
either consent to solve my questions, or feel the strap ; 
and to cut matters short, I will tell you what they 
are :— Fust : Where is the micldle of the world T Se- 
cond : What am I worth ? Third : What do I thmk t 
Fourth : What do I believe V " Oh, my lord," cried 
the unhappy parson, " Heaven alone can see into the 
hearts of others." "Well, well, my friend," said his 
lordship ; " but you think to trap poor simple people 
hy your usual tricks; however, they will sot do here. 
Come, confess that you are an impostor, and I shall 
hold you highly contemptuous, or read me my riddles 
aright" 

The parson knowing this lord's strange and savage 
temper,, saw there would be no further use in contest- 
ing the point; and all that he could do was to delay 
the lata) hour, by begging time to consider and con- 



^.yCoOglC 



246 HOW LEO L ABS. 

aolt his ejrfiemerides until the next day. On his return 
to the parsonage, he met Howle^aas, who obsenring 
his downcast mien, inquiied what was the matter? 
Then the other lekted all that had just passed 
between him and his lordship; upon which Hotrie- 
l^aäs observed : " Let me deal with the brute, and I 
will ddiver you out of his hand. You have only to lend 
me yom gown and cope; and as he has never seen 
me, and was in bed when he spoke to you, I witt be 
bound he will not recognize me. I shall assume your 
name, not your wits, and shall be able to resolve all 
the gendänan's doubts, I <k)ubt not" Now Ute 
parson, aware that Howlegläss was extremely subtle 
and ingenious, and beii^ quite at a loss as to what 
he should answer on Üie morrow, determined to be 
wholly guided by him. He gladly accepted his pro- 
posal ; and the same evening sent him his gown, his 
cowl and hood, with his best red bonnet. 

Accordingly, the next morning, Howleglass ar- 
rayed himself in the parson's long flowing habiliments, 
nor would any one who met him have taken him for 
less than a master of arts. Thus attiied, he waiteil 
upon the great lord, and sent in bis name by the 
footman, addii^, " that he was come to answer for 
himself, as he had been commanded." This soon 
l»onght him into his lordship's presence, who in- 
quired whether he was able to resdve him thequeStions 
he had pn^xised? Howle^ass answered, " That he 
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vas, upon peril of his life." Rejoiced to hear tbis, the 
lord said : " Tell me then, where is the middle of the 
world?" " It is just where I Htand for me,* and where 
you stand for you, and so with every one else." " How 
will you prove that V said his lordship. " It is for 
you to prove that it is false ; do that, and you may 
flog me to death." Beiog unable to prove him in the 
wrong, he said, " Well, let this pass ; and to the 
second: How much do you think I am worth?" 
" Something^ under thirty pieces," answered Howle- 
glass boldly ; " you will have no reason to complain, . 
' if I state it at twenty-nine ; for our Saviour was be- 
trayed for thirty." "You are right again, friend. 
Now let us see once more, if you get over the next, 
you will have nearly saved your hoaea ; you will gain 
somethii^." " My lord," quoth he, " I fear your 
lordship is thinking more of your own profit than of 
mine, and 1 imagine 1 have pratty well satisfied yon 
there." " That is true," said the other ; " but how 
will you get over the fourth, think youl will you tell 
me what I believe ?" " Yes, sir, I will ; is it not tne 
you believe that I am your curate V " I do," said 
the lord. " Welt, but I am not," replied Howleglass, 
"for I am only your miller. So 1 have answered 
dl." 

* The TranslBtor haa heia slighttj altenul and cmtailvd tba 
original, in order to nvoid mach Absurd dlscufinon and poenli^ 
qnite too itale aad obwlate for nodevu idoM.— 
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In thia way did HowleglasB by hU subtilty, not 
only save the poor parson's jacket irom a severe dust- 
ing, but gave this wbimBical and haish landlord a 
hearty langb, which served to banish f(H a season 
his odd and atrabilious homoui. 



Is the city of Rouen, there was a certain tax levied 
upon all those who chose to set up public bouses ot 
entertainment, called the sign tax ; four francs, or a 
crown piece being required for permission to hoist a- 
sign. Now, HowleglasB wishing to become a pub- 
lican, an well as a sinner, could never obtain per- 
mission from a cert^ blind officer, who held the 
office, unless he woold consent to give him a #hole 
pistole, for they had foimerly had a dispute together. 
This he was at last constrained to do, but not with- 
out malting an inward vow that he should live to 
rep^t its exaction. 

So the moment he obtained his hcence, Howie- 
glass had a sign painted, representing a blind tax- 
gatherer, in the act of receiving a pistole ; and there 
was written underneath; "Au Borgne qui prend," 
" To the blind rogue who receives." Now every one 
who saw the sign, and Icnew of the previous quanel, 
was almost convulsed with laughter at the si^t;. 
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tum it came (o the turn of the blind magiitrate to 
hear of what he could not so well see ; and mightily 
scandalized he was. So forthwith he prosecuted 
Howleglass for a libel; who when examined, and 
cross-examined upon the point, confessed that it was- 
true he had set it up in deriäon of the man, who had 
exacted from him double of what was due, before he 
would give him a license. Upon this the plaiutifT, after 
being put to his oath, reluctantly owned that it was 
true, and consented to give up the surplus. This 
was finally decreed ; and at the same time, that 
Howleglass should alter the sign of his house, which 
ke afterwards did in the followmg manner, by merely 
striking out one of the letters, a single P, in his sign ; 
leaving the whole painting just as before. It was 
now " Au Borgne qui rend ;' " To the blind rogue 
who restores," alluding farther to the judicial settle- 
ment of the afiair. 

Moreover, it is true, that from the posture in - 
which the blind signman stood, it was difficult to 
ascertain whether he was in the act of taking or 
giving the money ; insomuch that Howl^lass now 
stoutly maintained that he had thus satisfied the 
ends of justice. And in fact, on the second com- 
plaint being brought forward by the blind n^e, it 
was dismissed by the court, which had detected his 
firmer malversation. - 
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Wh EM Howleglass took his depMtnre from GermaDy, 
with the iatenttoa of going to travel in different 
ptaces, more particularly in Spain, be went through 
France, in order to shorten his journey. .As he en- 
tered into the former countiy, he met with a rwtive, 
who asked him somewhat rudely, who he was, whence 
he came, andwtiathe wanted? Howleglass answered: 
" I am a German, 1 come from travelling through 
the world, and I want none of your company. I 
want to know the manneTs of the people, wherever 
I go." " Faith !" said the Spaniard, " I am sur- 
prised to hear, that you, who are a German and 
doubtless a catholic, should visit France, a country 
where there is so little religion, and hardly a saint to 
Ucss themselves withal; while in Spain here they are 
as innumerable as the hairs on one's head." " But," 
said Howleglass, " I heard a very different version 
of the story, as I was passing through France ; for 
there they stoutly maintained that their saints were 
at the head of the calendar." Upon this, the Spa- 
niard fiew into a great passion, and asked Howleglass 
if he meant to espeuse the French paHy, to whidi 
om' hero replied, that he did. The dispute then 
rose hi^, respecting the prerogatives of the two 
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iuiUi»s; andthe Spaniard finding that he had the 
voist of it, the French having an evident advantage 
over the Spaniards, began to rest his argument upon 
tiie merits of their religion. " Where," said he, 
" will you meet in France, with true devoutness, such 
as you witness here? I have traversed that wicked 
countiy, where religion is so little honoured, that 
when the holy sacrament is administered to the sick, 
it is borne by a single priest, with a little clerk, who 
rings a Uttle sheep bell, followed by no kind of train. 
Now, bdtdd in Spain, when the holy sacrament pro- 
ceeds through the streets; with what pomp and 
train, and majesty it is accompanied 1 How the holy 
torches blaze ; what a concourse of people follow ; 
what honour is on all sides ehewnt insomuch, that 
passepgers, whatever foessing afiairs they may have 
in hand, are bound to join the procession ; even the 
king and his tn^hty grandees th^nselves, think it a 
favour to be allowed to support one of the staffs of 
the holy cloth, with which it is covered." " 1 own," 
said Howleglass, " that ail this is very grand; but in 
France, rehgion is celelvated by ila ancient and de- 
vout minist^^,. and stands in little need of all this 
parade and ceremony : while in Spain, where you 
have such an abundance of Jews, I suppose you 
would be afraid, if you did not make a strong party, 
as you went along; and ^ is the leasoa that you 
muster so strong, lest you should be crucified?" 
" How," cried out the Spaniard, still more inflamed ; 
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".'do you presume to enter into competition with us, 
even in religion? why, sir, there have been more 
saints canonized here in Spain, than there are haire 
in my beard." " Very likely," said Howleg^ass, 
" but there are more in France ;" and the dispute 
continued in tJie presence of a number of people who 
had assembled. So Howleglass pursued his victory 
more boldly : " More saints than there are hairs in 
your beard, indeed 1 1 Why, m France there are 
more than all the hairs of my beard and head put 
tc^ther. But let us at once come to the proof I 
Only consent that at every French saint I name, I 
shall extract a hair out of your long beard, and you 
sbaU ' do the same for every SpaniA saint, with 
mine." " Oh, very good," rephed the Spaniard ; 
" for very shortly, you poor wretch, you will not 
have a hair left to number with." A pretty round 
wager being staked, Howleglass was the first to be- 
gin, by pluckii^ a hair from the Spaniard's beaid, in 
pronouncing the name of St Denis. The Spaniard 
next returned the compliment in the name of St. 
^atius. Howleglass followed widi that of St. 
Martin. The Spaniard's nest was St Xavier. 
H«wleglass then gave him a pull for St. Louis. 
The Spaniard '. gave St. Isidore. Howle^asB, St. 
Bruno. But now the Spaniard, snatching two hairs 
at a time, which made poor Howl^tass smart, cried, 
«St. Cosmo, Bt Damien, St . . . ." Here Howie- 
glass inlermptfd him, for, desirous of revenging the 
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pain of his two hairs, he seized the Spani^'s whole 
moustache in bis hand ; and with a fierce tug, he 
cried out in the name of the eleven thousand virgins, 
which speedily terminated the contest. For such 
was the agony that the poor Spaniard endured, as to 
compel him to leave the field, which he was glad to 
do : as he would have found some difGculty ia match- 
ii^ Howleglass's eleven thousand virgins, with a 
single saint. 



HowLEOLAsa now daily feeling himself getting worse 
and worse, proceeded to make his will, and thus divided 
his property into three parts. The first he left to his 
ftieuds, the second to the council of Mullen, and the 
third to the parson of that place. He also desired 
that after he should have slipped his hreath, they 
should inter his body in holy ground, and that they 
should say the service as on oüier occasions for the 
peace of his soul. He then went on to describe the 
place where he kept a large money chest, in which 
the whole of the property he had bequeathed was to 
be found, secured with four heavy locks; to be di- 
vided exactly into the stated portions. 

This chest was found and put into the care of 
the public authorities ; and in truth it was heavy and 
solid enou^, awakening agreeable anticipations on 
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the part of the legatees. Shortly after this dispo- 
sition of bis efiects, Howl^Jass departed (his life, 
and being wrapt in his winding sheet, was placed in his 
coffin, and carried upon two biers to his last home. 
While ithe priests were busy singing dii^es and 
placebo orer bis remains, Üiere came a sow with her 
Uttle pigs into the chnrch-yard, and beginning to 
scratch herself agräist the side of the supporters, she 
unluclcily upset Howleglass together with the bier, 
making such a horrible clatter, that the priests, it 
being in the night, all took to their heeb thinliiii|r he 
had come to life again, leavii^ our hero uuintened. 
The Begume monks, however, came and placed him 
npon the supporters, thou^ with his face downwards, 
insomuch that beii^ thus {daced In the earth, his own 
fancy was accomplished, as it were by accideat. 

In about a month the three parties met to ditide 
the contents of the great money chest, agreeably to 
the tenor of the will. On being (q)ened with all due 
form and ceremony, what was their vexation to find 
only a heap of stones. They cast angry looks at 
each other, the parson imagining that the temporal 
aiidtorities bad pillaged the chest; while the ma^- 
trates conjectured that his own friends must hare 
broken it open during Howlegjass's illness. His 
friends on the contrary thought that the priest had 
committed the burglary, during the time that Howie- 
glass was making bia confession. In tact each party 
was highly exasperated against the other. The par- 
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son and the council were for disintemng tlie body, 
and havii^ it deposited in a fitter [dace under the 
old gibbet ; but wben they began to remove him, he 
saluted them with such an uncommonly strong odour, 
that they could no longer support it, and were glad 
to cover him up and leave him where he was. 

Howleglass vniB buried in the year 1350, and his 
latter, end was almost as odd and eccentric as his lÜe, 
For as they wcsre lowering him again into the gntve, on« 
of the ropes supporting the feet gave way and left the 
eo&i in an upright position, so that Howle^^aas was 
still upon his legs. Those who were present then 
said ; " Come, let us leave him at he is, for as be was 
like 140 body else when he was ahve, he is resolred to 
be as queer npw be is dead." 

Accordin^y they left Howleglass bolt upright as 
be bad fallen, and placing a stone over his head, on 
which was cut the figure of an owl witii a lodung- 
gla«^ under its claws, the device of his name, they 
inscribed roimd it the following lines : — 

HOWLEGLASS'S EPITAPH. 
HERE LIBS HOWLEGLASS, BURIED LOW, 



■ ThAlB vaa B drawing of Hrmlegtatt'a monumenl taken not 
loag ago b; an English lady, daring a lour b Gennanj, antwor- 
ing the tbon detctiption of it 
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Tnis facile Princepe of magiciana. Dr. John Faost, 
the hero of so many old dramas, besides the more 
modem ones of Lessii^ and of Gothe, was according; 
to the best calculations of historians bom towards the 
conunencement of the 16th century, and said to be 
the s<»i of a peasant. But possessed of singular 
genius, he succeeded in obtaining a degree of Doctor 
in Theoli^, until finally wearied with religious re- 
searches, (a very bad symptom) he betook himself 
to the study of medicine and astrology, which finally 
conducted him to that of magic. 

His extensive learning soon acquired for him the 
reputation of a necromancer, be became invested 
with the attributes of popular superstition, conjured 
up the prince of darkness, as we shall shew, and 
forced one of the infernal spirits, by name Mephis- 
topheles, into his service. Dr. Faust farther entered 
into an agreement with him for the space of twenty* 

■ D«g durch die Game Welt bcrafenen Enscbmn katutlan 
und ZAnborera D.J. Fausta mit dem lenfel, sufgeiichtetes 
bnaduin, &g, Cologine on the Rhine end Nuremberg. 

Tbere Ua copy with panof the Mme title pieeerved U the 
Britiih HoMjiDi. Itii in Sto. with the data of Bnuuwick, 

ntr. 
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four years, in order that he might enjoy full leisure 
to explore the earth, to descend into hell, traverse the 
celestial regions, &c, after which he was to deliver 
up his soul pro bono inferno. 

There are a number of traditiona extant in Ger- 
many, most of them of a popular character, cormected 
with the feats of Dr. Faust, and there are others (in 
which the mag;iciaii Virgilius appears more pre-emi- 
nent) which long preceded the doctor's exploits. 
Among these too is the work mentioned by Gorres, 
and firstcitedby Koch.containing " The Fall of Luci- 
fer and his Companions: and bow one of these same 
spirits bound himself apprentice to a knight and served 
him well." Bamberg, 1493. 4to. Theopbilus is ano- 
ther fictioQ of the kind, in which the hero on certain 
terms signs away body and soul to the devil, the bond 
being coasted to the infernal records until the 
period when it should become due. His end bow- 
ever was not so tragical as Dr. Faust's; by timely 
repentance he obtained grace with the Holy Virgin, 
and she snatched him from perdition just in the 
nick of time. Of a more remote date is the history 
of Viigilius, contemporary with the early fathers of 
the church, and there is still extant a Dutch ver- 
sion of the original, entitled, " £en Schone Historie 
van Virtus, van zijij Leven, Doot, ende van zijn 
wonderlijcke werken; di by deede by Nigromantien, 
ende by dat behulpe des Duyvels. T Amsterdam, 
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by H. S. MidUi, 1552." "A Pleasant History con- 
cemiag the Life and Death of Vii|;ilitis, andof the 
wooderful woi^s he did by Net^omaocy, and with 
the help of the devil." Heie it seems that, when a 
yoni^ man, be discovered an imp intended to be in- 
carcerated until the last day in a hole in the moun- 
tain, unless some mortal should meanwhile luckily 
set him free. He addresses Vilnius by name, in- 
treats his assistance, and promises to inslract him 
gratis in the rules of the Black Art Virgilius con- 
sents, takes lessons, and then opens the devil a way 
out, who having squeezed himself through with sin- 
gular dexterity stands before him in his fnll pro- 
portions. Viigilius expresses his surjvize that so 
imposing a personage should have issued through 
such a very narrow outlet, and refuses to credit 
his own eyes. Piqued at his want of faith the imp 
offers to repeat the experiment, and having squeezed 
himself back again, Viribus dexterously closes up 
the hole, and consigns him to his old abode.* How 
he subsequently built a castle, enchanted the whole 
anny of the emperor who beleaguered it, outwitted 
* In this adventore we recognize the origin of the oactpa of 
*■ Le Diablo Bäteo;!," and mj many othani wIiO' have fbllowwl 
VilsU's Inp. It ii popular in Switmland, antong othei mi- . 
dtmla&QiD llie MuneBouica; except that the daman ia then 
confinad in a hollow tree, from which he is fioallj freed bj 
llieophiaitiu, on condititm of instmctiiig the latter in magic. 
Günes Folkabnchei, p. tSS. 
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lew expert magicianB, conjured up EaAem pahices 
and gardens more beautiful them the Heeperides, and 
finally founded the cily of Na|dea, aie tdl fort»dden 
exploits upon which we moBt not presume to touch. 

We may remaric, however, that die whole has a 
more airy, romantic, and southern aspect, than the 
northern tradition of Faust, i;hich emlHaees more 
both of a comic and tragic character than its pte- 
decessor in the magic class. Virgil indeed betrays 
Stioiig traces of his Italian descent, and his taf 
famed exploits most probably owe their existence to 
some Italian, Spanish, or Greek writer, and were 
fint reCOTded in Itsdy. Frequent coincidences an 
to be met with in the Gesta Romanonim, as the 
Salratio Rom», and in lite Seren Wise Masters, 
which very clearly indicate the early (wigin of Üie 
work, peAaps anterior to the twelfth century. 

The pcqmlar work relating to Dr. FauM, is an 
abridgment of a more extennve one bearing Ihe title 
1^ " First Part of the veritable Historie of the la- 
mentable and execraUe Sins and pimi^ment, to- 
gieäier with many wondeWnl and rare adrentares of 
Dr. Johannes Faustns, a far-4amed Sorcerer and Prac- 
titioner in the Black Art, throi^ont the whole of his 
evil practises until his fiaal aitd horrible doom. 
Along with useful comments and beautiful illos- 
trations, with many matters interspersed by way 
of warning and instruction." Explained by G. R. 
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Widman. Published at Hamburgh, 1599, 4to. Se- 
cond Part, Third Part. Earlier however than this 
last, as it is supposed, is an edition in 8vo. which 
appeared at Berlin as early as 1687. 

That FaustuB really lived and flourished tovraids 
the close of the fifteenth century, is sufficiently evi- 
dent from . a masB of . historical testimonies, amoi^ 
which there are not wanting a number of eye wit- 
nesses, who we are assured had seen him in the course 
of their travels. He was the contemp(»^try end iriend 
of Paracelsus, no less than of the still more renowned 
Cornelius Agrippa. Melancthpn mentions him in his 
Letters, and Conrad Gessner alludes to him as a, con- 
temporary of his. Manilas too» in his Collectanea 
Loconim Communium, openly states, p. 38, "Novi 
quendam nomine Faustum de Kundling, quod est 
parmm oppidum patriae meee vicinum.'' 1 was ac- 
acquainted witli one Faust of Kundling which is a 
small town not far &oiu my native place. Widman 
in his introduction cites various ofunions entertained 
respecting him by Luther, and concludes by saying : 
" Tbese and many other amusing and freely spoken 
conversations, drawn from authorities well known to 
me, it is my wish to relate." 

" In truth, although there is a good deal of con- 
flicting evidence in regard to the particular spot wbere 
be was bom and flourished, there is bttle doubt of 
his being an historical personage, and one who had 
wit to take advantage of the times in which be lived. 
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whose snperior intellect and adroitnets outstripped 
the superstitious fears and prejudices of his country- 
men, to which he waa indebted for so much of his 
notoriety. The Refonnation had newly awakened 
reli^ouB zeal, to which Faustus, long familiar wilh the 
quietism and insipidity of the northern character, was 
so far from giving the rein, and entering into all the 
fervora of pious transcendentahsm, that he rather 
tamed polemic, and by venturing to dissent and to op- 
pose, drew down upon himself the auger and abhor- 
rence of the saints. Shortly, Faustus appeared cod- 
spicuous in history as the common representative of 
mischievous magicians, guilty of all kind of diaUerie. 
Their sins, throughout centuries, were all Ifud at bis 
door ; and when the general faith falling as it were 
to pieces, divided into ferocious Gcbisma, it found a 
common point of approach in a man, who durii^ his 
frequent tours, and his intercourse with all ranks of 
people, had boasted of his infernal connections and iq- 
liueRce in the h et heb lands." — GOnea. 

From the earliest period, the people delighted in 
decetvug themselves with similar fictions of diablerie, 
no less of a comic than of a tragic oast, intimately 
connected, as they were, with the more bewitching 
world of faerie, spirits of the fountain and of the 
green, of mountain dwarfs and of elves, all of whom 
were more or less invested with the powers of mis- 
chief, and drew their or^in from below rather than 
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from abore. They entered into league, and admitted 
mortals into their confidence; the; even became theii 
taithlul familiars, and Zoroaster, Socrates,' Demo- 
critas, add Empedocles, like Albertus Ma^us, Para- 
celsus and Agrippa of a more modem date, had all 
tfaeiE reflective demons. And however much in- 
clined to tum their ir^emal counsel to g:ood account, 
we are told that Zoroaster, who piqued himself upon 
being the prince of magicitma, was in spite of all his 
art, at last drowned by the devil. 

Robert, sumamed also the Devil, Duke of Nor- 
mandy, was in the habit, about the year 768, of me- 
tammphofling himself, like Faust, into any kind of 
beast he chose ; a freak for which, though he received 
absolution, and soundly repented, he was carried off 
by his namesake in the end, who swung him aloft 
in the air, and gave him a severe Ml.' Saian too. 
Prince of Bulgaria, in the time of Lothar, was as un- 
lucky a dabbler in the art, for though he fled to Rome, 
and was guarded by the Pope himself, in the identical 
chains of St. Peter, the devil nevertheless (bund an 
opportunity of wringing his neck out Even Popes 
themselves, as witness the heroic Sylvester II., had a 
bond with the same personage, who used to accom- 
pany liim in the shape of a great sha^y hound, and 
was at the trouble of carrying ofF his holiness out of 

■La (enible et meryeiileuse vie de Robeit Le Diable, 

Jequel aprcs fot bomme de biea. A Troje*. 
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the church-yard, when he had finished his career. 
Popes J<^ XIII. XIX. XX. XXI., seem to hare 
&ied Uule better ;' while Gregory TIL was entrapped 
by making and breaking a tow of peipetual cdibocy, 
and borne away by his sable majesty, in the appro- 
priate form of a huge blackamoor. 

Benedict IX. was serred by seven little bottled 
imps at his elbow; Paul IT. signed himself away 
with his own thumb's blood, to a little grey man, 
and became richer than any Pope before him ; led a 
most scandalous life, and when his time was come, 
was carried off from the side of his mistreaa, without 
the least note of preparation, " unanointed, un< 
anealed." 

Thus, every age would appear to boast its own 
Faust, upon whom it deUghted to confer the honour 
of Bupematural martyrdom, exempUtying in his per- 
son, the popular ideas upon the subject; until at 
length, these scattered examples acquired full tcace 
and perfection, in the adventuies of the hero befim 
us, of the real historical Faustus, who left his own 
Memoirs, Letters, MSS, his house and furniture, to 
his friend and servant, the faithful Wagner. 

He has thus become the representative of aU pre- 
ceding magicians; the master spirit of the circle, 
one who, like Ctesar, may be said to have conducted, 
and written the history of his own mfemal campaigns, 
and like him too, he was assassinated by his iamihar. 
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There is little, however, in the Doctor's Memoirs, 
which haa not been ascribed to elder practitioners ; 
for though be feasted the Emperor Maximilian, and 
treated him to a few Jeux de Diahle, Albertus Ms^- 
nus enjoyed a similar honour, in 1248, with the 
Emperor William, and in the midst of frost eiad 
B&ow, exhibited a rich summer garden, with trees 
and flowers in full leaf and blow, enlivened by the 
Bong of nightingales. Nor was Erolfus, the jolly 
Abbot of Fulda, a jot behind-hand in bis magic 
illusions, which he turned to substantial account, 
being in the habit of conjurii^ up esceltent dinners, 
and tappii^ the trees for luxurious wiites of every 
description. There is also the nanative of the four 
Frankfort, jugglers, who suffered themselves to he 
beheaded, for the company's amusement ; a very 
ancient custom, recorded by Simon Me^s, and 
by Johannes Teutonicus, canon of Halberstadt, in 
1271. The latter, indeed, beheaded one of his own 
congregation in his study, and handed down the 
head upon a dish, to his guests in the dining room, 
who ran one and all to behold the scene of action, 
and again ran out of the study, shocked at the sight, 
and found their deceased friend sitting very quietly 
in the dining room, with his bead upon his shoulders. 
HondorfT confirms this account, to the satisfaction 
of all good believers, and relates a no less illus- 
trious feat, on the port of a Flemish gentleman, who 
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openly brouglit bis own page into the marlet place, 
where he smote off his head, which, after lying some 
half hour at his feet, he re-adjusted to the bust. 
He then mounted into the air, with a whole pack 
of hounds, which he cheered to the chace, re- 
Bcmbling that exhibited by Faust to the Italian 
ambassadors ; it will be found to eoirespood, likewise, 
with similar feats of Scotus, of Zoroaster, and Robert 
the Devil, of Normandy. In the same way as Faust 
too invokes the shade of Alexander the Great 
to gratify the Emperor Charles, so in the old 
French Chronicle we find that Robert the Devil 
summoned Charles the Great by dint of a magical 
writ. 

And though the Doctor asserted his claim to origi- 
nality, by devouring a cait load of hay for a saJlad, 
he was still rivalled by his predecessor, the Abbot 
Erolfus, who, not content with disposing of the whole 
of his host's dishes, ended his meal, with eating his 
hostess ; and had the further malice to pay his 
reckoning, by returning him the said wife and pro- 
visions, not the least damaged by the voyage. 

Neither is the narrative of eating the whole of 
the host's family unrivalled in its way; for, when 
Charles IV. celebrated his nuptials with the Bava- 
rian Princess Sophia, the bride's father brought a 
waggon load of magicians with him to enliven the 
city of Prague. Two of the chief artists were se- 
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kcted by the court to contend with each other in 
diablerie; when the great Bohemian Sorcerer, Zytho, 
after a desperate trial of skill, leiied the Bavarian 
master, Gouio, and, opening his jaws from ear to 
ear, eat him up from top to toe, hide and all, until 
he came to his shoes. Not liking the flavour of 
these, he spit them out, declaring that they must &ff 
be cleaned. Next, he restored his rival to life with 
the same facility as he had eaten him. 

And, in truth, from these and other lesem- 
blances between Dr. Faust and his predeceseoca, 
there is every appearance of his haviug summoned 
these less formidable necromancers to his aid, «rf 
whom be is the sole historical survivor, and com- 
pelled each to relinquish and to supply him with 
whatever he judged roost essential to bis own fame, 
as the prince of necromancers, who might pass bis 
word for them all. Nor is il im[»'obab1e, as we 
have before stated, that he was the compiler of his 
own history and adventures, in gteat part borrowed 
from the traditionary leliques of hU country. 

Widman's work is founded, as the editor bimadf 
declares, upon an autograph of Pau!<t, discovered in 
his library after his deaUi, thoi^h the moral re- 
flections, and a number of Faust's disputations with 
his demon, concerning heaven and earth, and the 
abode of condemned ^lits, appear to have been sup- 
plied by another hand. It is .certain that Faust in- 
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stnicted kie friend and pupil Wagner, not to betray 
his secreta, by (eignhig dumb whai abroad, and per- 
mitted him to rattle away only when within doore. 
Equally true it is, that he left him the whde of his 
boc^s, and in a convenatifHi he had witli htm, 
■hortly befwe his decease, said to him very eameMiy : 
" I have dao perticidaiiy to iatreat, that you wiU 
nereal nothing concemii^ my transactiona in the 
art, «ntil long after my death ; but that you ^nä 
then, IrcHD my MSS. aesiduously apply yourself, in 
«Titing and arranging a full nairative, in which your 
demon will asgist, and remind you of any circum' 
itances that may happen to hare escaped ycnr 
tnemory. Uy history will thus pime very aec^it' 
able to the world from your pen." 

Respecting Wagner himself, there appeared suae 
biographical accounts of a later date, ancfa as were 
tiere requested from him by his master: and entitled, 
" The Life and actions of Christojdier Wagner, 
Mid what he did by power of magic. WeyJand, 
by Dr. Scotus Totel, written in the German t(»gue, 
by P. S. M. Berlin, 1712." It ia, however, a mere 
vuiiped up article, commenced long afterwaxda, and 
without any claim to notice.' 

In addition to the above testimonials of the Doc- 
tor's veritaUe existence, there mig^t here be sub- 
mitted those of an English gentleman who resided in 
' Gone«, Foiksbocber, p. äSO— 3. 
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Germany during «ome part of the I6Ü1 century ; but 
we can> only afford space for oue or two of the most 
conclusive and authentic. From their local details and 
accuracy they go l«r to establish the biographical facta 
and anecdotes contained in the Doctor's lamentable 
history, and are fully sufficient, we apprehend, to dis- 
pel all further doubts, and set the question at rest for 
ever« They are e«tracted from an old English woA 
entitled, " The Second Report of Doctor John Faua- 
tus, containing his appearances, and the deedes of 
Wagner. Written by an English gentleman, student 
in Wittenberg, an Unirerstty of Germany, in Saxony. 
Published for the deicht of all those which desire 
novelties, by a friend of the same gentleman. LoU' 
don, printed by Abell JefFes, for Culhbert Burby, 
and are to be sold at the middle shop, at Saint Mil- 
jred's Church by the Stockes. 1594." 

"First, there is yet remaining the ruins of his 
house, not farre from Melaacthon's house as they call, 
at the towne's end of Wittenberg, right opposite to 
the schooles. 

«• Secondly, there is yet to be seen« his tree, a 
great bollowe truncke wherein he used to reade ni- 
gromancy to his scbollers, not farre from towne m a 
very remote place, which I thinke is sufficient testi- 
mony to any reasonable eare. And enquire of them 
.which have been there, see if they will not affirme it. 
Notwithstanding, I doe not goe, by these meanes I, 
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to entreate men to beleeve, for 1 care not whether 
they do or no, but ouely to certifie you of the trueth 
as I myselfe would bee. 

" Next, his tombe is at Mar's Temple, a three 
miles beyond the citty, upon which is written on a 
marble stone, by his owne hand, this Epitaph, which 
is somewhat tild, by reason of his small skill in 
graving. 



HIC JACKO JOHANNES JAUSTÖS. DOCTOR DIVINI 
JURIS INDIONI3SIHVS, QUI PBO AMORE MAGI£ DIA- 
BOUC£ SCIENTIf, VABISSIME CEDIDI AB AMORB 
DEI. :0 LECTOR, PRO ME MISERRIMO DAMNATO HO- 
MINE NE PRECERIS, NAM PRECE3 XON JUVANT QUEM 
DEDS CONDEMNAVIT. O PIE CHRISTIANE, MEMENTO 
MEI, BT SALTEM SUAM PRO IHFISUCIA HEA LACHRT- 
HULAU EXPRIME, £T CUI NON POTES MEDERI, EJUS 
MISERERE, ET IPSE CAVE. 



" The stone was found in his study, and his will. 
was fulfilled and he lieth betwixt a he^ of three and 
thirty fir trees, in the fort of the hill, in a great hole, 
where this is erected." 

There is a copy of this old English work pre- 
served in the very select and valuable library of Mr* 
Douce, which he kindly submitted to the Editor. 
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DOCTOR J. FAUST, 



Doctor Fadstus was the son of a peaamt who 
dwelt at Rot, neai Jena, in the domain of the city of- 
Weinai ; and be was boni of honest pious parents in 
the year 1491. He bad, likewise, a number of re- 
lations in the town of Wittemberg, all of them decent 
good kind of people, and in particular one of his uncles 
who resided there, a very leepectabte good-hearted 
man. He it was who educated young Faustus, and 
every way treated him as if he had been his own son. 
Indeed, having no children of his own, he took particu- 
lar notice of him, sent him to ooll^, and placed him 
under the best theological mästen of the time, con- 
ceiving he would some time prove an ornament to the 
holy church. Faustus, however, soon ui^racionsly 
set at nought his uncle's pious intentions, by beginning 
early to deride God's holy word, insomuch that his 
parents who had ever ^wn him the uünost kindness 
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and forbearance, as wdl as ^ea% exerted theduelves. 
for his advantage, wue gieatty aiHicted, though ia no 
way to be blamed. They were good peienU, and 
their names will therefore not be found in the 
following history ; as those who had never seeui and 
never could have believed, the cruel and fatal de^- 
vity of Üieir son. They only knew previoua to their 
decease, that his uncle had adopted him for his son) 
which gave them the more pleasure as they wwe wall 
aware of his astonishing memory and inteUigenc«, so 
that like Job they felt greatly interested in the wel- 
fare of their ofib^nng, " Desiring that he should 
wa^ uprightly before the lArd his God." (c. I.) Yet 
so it often happens that devout parents are afflicted 
with troward godless cbildisn ; as it was also in the 
case of Cain (Gen. iv.) in that of Reuben, (49>) and 
also that of Absalom, so dearly beloved by his 
father. I have here to add a still more unfominate 
instance, liiough I know there are persons who at- 
tach blame to his parents, (whom, however, I must 
persist in pronouncing innocent,) by declanng that 
he incurred his fate through their means, by their 
pennitting him to indulge in his froward and wiUiil 
conduct, instead of correcting him betimes and bring- 
ing him up to honest pursuits which might have re- 
flected credit upon their exertions. 

Hi* friends too, remarking his strong powers of 
mind, u^ed him, like his uncle, to embrace tl|e study 
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of tbeolc^. To thia, however, he had no indination ; 
while there soon ^t abroad among the people, an 
impression ihat this Faustus was after no good, and 
even beginning to dabble in sorcery ; a report that 
finally grew so strong that his friends thou^t them- 
selves authorized to speak to him seriously upon the 
subject I often admonishing him of the dangers of so 
im[HOUs a pursuit. For he had already greatly dis' 
tinguisfaed himself among his feUow^BtudentB, iuso- 
much that he imbibed all the knowledge and answered 
the most learned interrogatories of the first masters, 
carrying away the whole honors from his head class 
consisting of sixteen collegians. He had thus tai 
benefited by his situation, and soon acquired a de- 
gree of D.I). His success now made hün more proud 
and headstrong ; he looked for stUl higher things, and 
soon obtained for himself the name of the great EEpc 
culatoT. At lengtii too he mingled in bad society, 
and was even seen to throw the holy scriptures be- 
hind the door, or under the table, with an air of un- 
seemly levity. This was followed by a life heart- 
less and abandoned, as will sufficiently appear in the 
course of the following unhappy pages. 

In short, he began to shew the truth of a very 
well-known proverb : that it is in vain to think of 
stopping or turning aside a roan who is set upon run- 
ning to the devil. At this stage of his career Doctor 
Faustus met with some contemporaries of similar 
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porsoks, no leaa in. physical «rience, than, in. Chal- 
dean, Arabic, and Greek charactera, with Btnmge 
iigwesand incantations, and sup»natund influenc«B, 
acquired by the most unholy means, thou^ none 
leached to such a pitch as he did. All which putsuil& 
are no other than these: Daidian Artes, Nigrimautta, 
Caivina, Veneficum^ et Incantatio ; — similar to the 
names of the sorcerers' books ; and these were such 
as most pleased Doctor Faustus, so that he would ^t 
absorbed in the study of them, both night and day. 
He no longer took pride in his thecdogical eminence, 
which of a truth had never any touch of rea] piety in 
it ; he sighed for distinction as a man of the world, 
he took the ütle of M.D. aiming at equal celelwity as 
a doctor of medicine, the better to di^uise his astror 
logical and mathematical labors. In this way he 
rendered medical assistance to many very celebrated 
characters ; he was eloquent too, and so welt versed in 
scnptnre. that it was impossible for him fo mistake 
the will of heaven : " HethatVnoweth the law of God 
and doeth it not, shall be beaten with, many stripes.:" 
alsOf " Forsake not the Lord your God." But Faua- 
tus gave no heed to these things, and thus, in time, 
brougbt his souL into the snares of the Evil One ; in 
which he is no way to be excused, aa if he had. fallen 
into the same through ignorance and. inadvertency. 

■ s5 
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P»occ«t>iK« m Ae same tneV, u we hmn BÜi, 
this proud doctor ftirther attaclMd fainwetf to h» hM 
«Md Im4 imtetio«« ; be did those thin^vUch lie ongfat 
a«ty and mnilted tke thnga 'wkidi he angkt to do, 
{MTSum^ U« daageiwu specuUtioi» bodi day uad 
ui^t. Her« w» sothk^ eUlies in beKrea or on 
«udi (bat coidd escape the badness of bis jatAttt 
iaxfaiiiea ; be mounted, M it vei«, on vkigs, cenTiiig 
his audacious questioDs and caldibitioiis to aodi a 
length, by mean« of unhallowed pn>ceian, cud as nn- 
{peal %uiet, chaiact«n, and odter &irl»di4eni mea», 
that soon he determined to inv^e the devä, ia order 
to assist hün in his diE^N^Ed sorcenes. 

And so it happeued, for u he wea one ereuiiig 
walkkig in a thick daric ^»ood, a short way from Wib- 
tembeig, which he alWwaids fiiund was called the 
Spesser Voud, it ludde^ came into bia bead that 
that woidd be the Fight place to begb his tasgical 
cifcles. Fort^wiÜt he boldly marked oat a enm m 
ÜMufcM figures, c^taioing a large code, with Us 
«and, and wifhin diese he drew two amaUer circles, 
in one of whidi he himself stood. It was ia the dnsk 
of evorung, betwsea the ninth and ievA hour, when 
the Pnoce of Dodmess, imU awsce of the whi^ [»o- 
ceeding, laughed outright for triumph, and said within 
himself: "Hathal I most cocA this mood of yours ; 
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it you will oaly appreacb a little u^aiw Üie bmk, so 
that W8 may catch you both body and soul." 

With tiiia view, he anfidly sent a megsenger, ai if 
he were himself unwilling to ^pear, aud avoided his 
GOiöurationi, which had the eSect of fuitber provok- 
ing the doctor's wishes and cnriosity. At the «ame 
time, as he continued to invoke, the devil raiaed a 
great hurly-burly over bis head, as if be were about 
to burst kis confines and sail into view. The trees 
bowed down their heads to the ground, and the wood 
began to be filled with demons, who drew near and 
netver to the circle with a hideous din and upioaTf 
like aw rushing of swift chariots, lighted witb a tkou- 
saitd fiery trains, that dione Uke a conaegpLtiw all 
around. Then commenced the diabolic rmit, vitb 
all kind of duicing and waltzing; a sGaramouch« 
encounter of spears and swords was heard clattering 
far 9wl wide ; and this continued so long that the 
doctor was on the point of leaping out of the ciicle 
to decamp. Bat mustering fresh courage, be tbt 
mained firm, and with still more impious efibrta, be 
sununooed the devil repeatedly to appear. Upon this 
tbe Islter b^gan to exhibit a variety of strange de- 
luüons : first, it seemed as if a vast brood of biids' or 
dn^;onB' wings were flaj^ng overhead ; and then, as 
the strongest conjurations concluded, tbe strpjige {ipr 
peaianc« drew nigh with piteous lamentations, and 
again vanished. U a ebort whUe afterwards, tbwe 
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fell a fiery f^got close to him, ^1110)1 again moimted 
into a sheet of flame, whict hung like a canopy over 
the apot where he stood. 

At this sight even Faustus began to tremble, 
though he also esulted in the idea that he -was thus 
compelling the devil himself to obey him, and he 
earnestly pursued his unhallowed labors, bent upon 
knowing the result. 

In this fatal design, he doubtless succeeded, as he 
was afterwards known, in a certain society, to have 
boasted that he had brought under his power, and 
t^ould -command the serrices, of the chiefest potentate 
in the -wide world. One of the students in company, 
upon this observed : " That there was no greater po- 
tentate than the emperor, the pope, or the king, ac- 
knowledged upon earth.'' But the Doctor -warmly 
retorted; " Sir, the one under my orders la greater 
than any of these !" as if he wished to allude to the 
sixth chapter of the apostle Paul to the Ephesians; 
" The Prince of this World," &c. but he would ex- 
plain bimself no further. 

And in truth, after several more invocations of the 
kind, the figure which had appeared to him in the 
wood, began to send forth a flame of fire, which 
mounting to the height of a man, at last assumed a 
human shape, and bounded round the circle in which 
Faustus stood. Then the demon assumed the form 
of a moidi, and entered into adiali^ewiüi the Doc- 
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tor, inquiring hastily, " What might be his pleasure ?" 
To this the Doctor answered, that it was his plea- 
sure that be should attend upon him on the ensuing 
night at his house, exactly at twelve o'clock ; which 
at first the demon flatly refused to do. 

Then Faustus agtun invoked him by the power of 
his superior, that he should accede to his proposal, 
tmd obey him too when he came ; all of which the 
infernal spirit was at length compelled to do. 



When Doctor Faustus returned to his own house 
eariy in the morning, he found the demon seated, 
iminvited, in his chamber, who candidly said, he bad 
appeared to know what the Doctor's commands were. 

Now it is very extraordinary, but very true, that 
"when heaven has wholly abandoned a man to his own 
evil machinations, a spirit has thus the power of play- 
ing off all such tricks upon him, coming like a trouble- 
some servant uncalled for, and often refiising to come 
when he is called. So that as the proverb has it, 
such evil-minded persons will see the devil in spite of 
themselves, here and there, and at all times except 
when ^ey want his assistance. 

Forthwith in bis turn, the Doctor somewhat ca- 
valieriy dismissing the demon, set to woili with his 
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magie«! wts afreihinotd<r to^ve him the tfouMa^f K' 
tmomgilike an itl-humoarediiwBteT lingingfor hiisas 
rant beiore he baeweU got down Btain. Thenexttine, 
the poctor Aemed him the article! of the compact 
vbich he had dTB.wB up, nunely: Imprimis, That the 
ikmm ihoidd obt^ hio» in «very thing he »«nhed, 
or cbOK to esact, ditriDg the whole term (tf the P*i> 
tor's aaturail life. Seooadly, That he Bhixild b« boimd 
to answer every qtiestioo, vpw every awbject pvt t« 
him, without any quibble or demur : Thirdly, That 
he must there reply to all the different intern^atinies 
that the Doctor chose to trouble him with. Thig the 
infernal spirit flatly refused to do, excusing himseif 
by declaring that he had no such authority from the 
prince under whom be held office to sign any mck 
articles- " It is quite out of my power, friend Fauatua, 
to venture on such a step ; it reraains with pur royal 
matter himself." " What am I to understand from 
this V inquired the Doctor, " do you want power to 
do it, do you say ?" " That 1 do indeed," relied the 
spirit. " Let me hear the reason, then, now !" »' You 
must know, Faustus," said the other, "that there is a 
3H|imiie power over us, as there is over the earth : 
we have our governors, officers, and catch-polet, of 
wbom I am ' one and many;' we name ourselves 
Legion: in fact ours is a kingdom of legions; he< 
cause when Lucifer bimself, owing to his pride and 
arrogance, fell with fierce down&Il and iniqisbmenV 
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}m brought aJoqg with hin a legioB of dwils cafied 
Prince of the Orient &om his bedding domioJon over 
tiuwe eHteiB regions. He hkewise holds iway in the 
■ovtb, in the north, and in the west. 

" And ioaamw^ as Lncifer the fallen, bolda bQ 
hi* inawBoe aad ewpire nadet the sway of heaven, 
so we demons had it left in o«r power to render our- 
selves subservient and serviceable to mankind. Weie 
this not so, it would be impossible for any mortal to 
bring LuciGei under his power, who then sends his 
messengers as be has now sent me to you. It is true, 
ätat we have sevtr yet acquamted ntssJcind with Üxe 
red aatare of our atete and gonmmeBt ; not erm tb« 
wbest snumg yon caa latfaom them; a knowledge 
«rhieh is leserred £ac those oily who travel thith^ 
Mt their own account." The Doctor was not a little 
«taittad at hearing this, and laid : " I haw n« dwiw 
to earn that knowledee and be duMfid for your 
fleanue." " Will yon not ?" re^Jied the spirit; "that 
Witt fsiiiaps not fadp 70a in ^ end ; for your 
««il Wait and U& bKrealieady merited coademnatifln." 
BBctorFanMBs replied : " Ycai may as soon think of 
«atchÖDg good St. Valentine ! so take youiaeir «peedi^ 
«ff— awKy I" 

As the demon was departing, the Dwtdr seiwd 
inth Rone fieA doubts, again called him bftek, and 
enjoined him to appear in the evening about vei^ners. 
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to hear Bomething fardier which he had to propose, to 
nhich the spirit assented, and took his departure. 

From this first scene the abandoned heart and 
im^^nation of this man are made eTident; and 
although the devil had fairly warned him by singing 
the " song of poor Judas," as we say, he still clung 
to his diabolical thoughts and projects. 



Toward» the appointed evening the same busy fiend 
again made his appearance, between three and four 
o'clock. He now promised entire service and obe* 
dience, according as he had received permission from 
his master; adding, that he was enjoined to carry back 
word of the Doctor's intentions. " Yet I mustfirst 
hear, Faustus, what was your object in again sum> 
moning me into your presence?" Doctor Fauetus 
gave him a mysterious, but at the same time very 
dai^;eroua answer, as concerned his. soul ; for h& told 
him plainly that he desired to become either & com- 
plete demon, or to enter into league with demons ;. in 
addition to which he mentioned the articlea which, 
here follow : 

First, That be might freely assume a diabolical 
«hape whenever he judged proper. 
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Secondly, That his demon should bind himself to 
perform every thing that the Doctor thought ßt and 
expedient. 

Thirdly, That he should ever be faithful and 
obedient to him. 

Fourthly, That he was to hold himself ready to 
appear at the doctor's house at the slightest notice, 
and in such shape as should prove most convenient 
and agreeable. 

Fifthly, That he should perform his household 
duties invisibly, or appear only to the doctor, as he 
judged best. In respect to these several articles and 
conditions, the demon promised unconditional sub- 
mission ; except that he wished to add some slight 
clauses, when every difficulty in the way of the ne- 
gociation would be removed. It will be right to 
touch upon the leading points in these clauses :— 

Imprimis : Let Doctor Faustus swear, promise, 
aad sign, that he holds the said service and obedi- 
ence from the devil, upon a lease of years, to have 
and to hold. Secondly, that the Doctor, for further 
assurance of the same, idiaU s^ and nttness it with 
his own liand and blood. Thirdly, that he shall de- 
clare all Christians to be his natural enemies. Fourthly, 
he must forswear the Christian faith. Fifthly, that 
he must watch and pray, that no one may prevail 
upon him to return to it. Before the signing and exe- 
cution of these conditions, a certain number of yean 
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to be mentioned, at the expu^tJon of which the demon 
was to return to fetch the Doctor away. Now should he 
choose to accede to these conditions, there Was nothing 
which heart could desire upon earth that should not 
be his; and he would also be at liberty to assume an 
invisible cm: diabolic shape whenever he pleased. 

Doctor Faustus exulted greatly on hearing these 
terms, so much that he paid not the least heed to the 
safety of his immortal soul, while the wily demon 
took advantage of his eagerness to impress upon him 
the necessity of stoutly maintaining these several 
articles to the rigor of the letter. For the Doctor 
imagined, like many other children of thlswodd, 
that the devil was probably not quite so black and ill- 
favored as he is described, nor his place of residence 
»0 unc<»nfortaUe as we suppose. 



After havmg executed the.proposed deed, the Doc- 
tor summoned his familiar demon to his presence, 
ordering him to appear as a minor friar, with hood 
and ekellfit, and »Iso to give some token by which to 
announce his approach. He neyt inquired of hhn 
what was his name ; to which the spirit re[died, " My 
name is Mephoatopbiles." They then proceeded to 
bunne», when this audacious and godless man con- 



u.g.t.r6=.i. Google 



DOCTOR FAUSTtlS. 233 

fimed hk abandonment of the true bith a«d the true 
God; even the Cieator who had fashioned him from 
im birth. He enterod into this devilish league, the 
sole cause» of which were his towering pride and 
ambition, discontented with all he had already seen 
and known, and aspiiiog, like the giants of heathen 
Jabte, to he^ mountain upon, mountain until they 
should mount to the slues. Yes, even like his master, 
that bad ai^el who would have set himself above the 
Lwd — a boldness and arrogance which drove him 
with shamefiU &ght from his heavenly abode, shewing 
how those who «iU climb the highest shall be sure to 
incur the heaviest fall. This headstrong ambitioa 
impelled Fauatus to meet all the demon's wishes, 
executed id contracts duly signed and sealed, all 
which terrific deeds, alcng with other writings, w«re 
discovered in his house after his death. These last 
are what ue here described in this history, as a 
timely warning to all good and prudent Christians, 
in order that they may be deterred from afibrding the 
devil any advantage, or in any way q>orting with 
their lives and souls ; a madness which brought thoee 
of Doct« Faustus into such tutter jeopardy and 
devilish servitude, never to have an and. 

After each of the parties had become bound in 
their mutual contract, Faustus, taking a sharp knife, 
opened a vein in ha left hand, of which it has been 
asserted, these was aütecwanls reed, brasdad upon it, 
these words : " Homo Fuge, Shua him, oh man, 
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and do that which is rig;ht." In this way the Doctor 
let himself blood into one of his crucibles, which he 
then placed as an experiment upon a hot coal fire, 
and final]; wrote therefrom the followii^ testimoniab 
To wit — "I, Johannes Faustus, D.D. et M. D; 
hereby acknowledge with my own hand, for the 
farther assurance of this deed, that in consideration of 
the manifold services and instructions of every Idnd, 
not to be obtained from any hving mortal, I accept 
for my familiar and faithful demon, the demon hight 
Mephostophiles, late Charg^ d' Affaires to the infernal 
Prince of the Orient, but now subject to all my de- 
mands. Item, On the other band, I do hereby hire 
and bind myself to him, alter the expiration of four 
and twenty years from the date of this deed, that be 
may deal with me as he shall judge best; to govern, 
to handle, and to mi^ide in all that appertains 
to my life and soul, my good and my blood, renoun- 
cing all Christian communion upon earth, and all hope 
of celestial inheritance. Amen. 

" As additional confirmation of the same, I con- 
sent to sign this contract with my own hand, as 
witness below, in my own blood, being at this present 
time, of sound mind and understanding, rightly to 
will and to bequeath, &c. 
Subscribed t 

Johannes Favstus, D.D. et M. D. 

Doctor of Divinity, and of Medicine> &c., 

experienced in all the Elements and Arts, 
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Here follow some verses, very applicable to 
Doctor Faust's arrogance and fool-hardy audacity. 

" He whoae rank pride, and dark audaciotia will, 

In devilish arts, set nets to catch bis loul, 

Bereaving soul and life of heavenly weal 

For temporal gains, must bear etemat dole : 

Wherefore guard well your ways I for who may save 

Those wilful ones, that rush into the flames 

Or waters round them? Who weep o'er theif grave. 

Who fall amid their own unholy alms ? 

The fire must bum, the waters o'er them roll." 



At the third dialc^e, Doctor Faust's demon an- 
noimced his approach in a somewhat humorous style, 
in the following manner. He first went roaming 
through the whole house, like a man on fire, so that the 
beams and flames darted from him like arrows. And 
he was followed by a monkish procession, singing 
hymns, though no one could imagine what kmd of a 
song it was they sung. But Faustus being greatly 
amused with this sort of exhibition, desired that the 
demon would not enter into the chamber, until he 
had seen aa end of the whole of this scene. Then 
forthwith was heard a battle, rout of swords and 
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speara, as if M some mighty siege, so that it seemed 
as if tbe whole home was on the point of being 
assaulted and carried by storm. Next came riding 
by a splendid sceue of hunters and of houndst aU 
eager for the chace: the horns blew, and a ieet 
started forth, which was pursued until it sou|;ht 
refuge in the Doctor's room. 

Then there rushed in after, a lion and a dragon, 
to dispute the prey, whit^ presently conunenced a 
fierce and bloody strife. Theliou appeared full of irre- 
sistible Htren^h and spirit, and yet be was at last ova- 
come and slain by tbe other. Doctor Faust's page 
afterwards said, that he had only seen a Unlcworm 
creeping over his book, quite jet black, and it crawled 
along the walls of the chamber, until at last chamber 
and all disappeared. Next were seen a beautiful 
peacock and pea-hen, as it were wreathed in one; 
and first they separated and then they folded again 
tc^tber. Soon a great horned beast ran tilting at 
the Doctor, threatening to throw him aloft, but fell 
down and vanished just as it reached his feet, and 
he was crying out stoutly for MephostophUes. In- 
deed it alarmed him not a little ; but next a large 
ape ran up and presented his paw to the doctor. 
It then sprang over bis bead and danced out of the 
room, at which he laughed heartily. Then followed 
a strong fog, which enveloped the whole room, so 
that he could hardly see. When this vanished, he 
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foHttd lying on the floor, two huge bag», one foH of 
«her and the other of gold. An organ now began 
to play, followed by a. harpischcod, a lute, a violin, 
a harp, a base viol, homs, drums, trumpets, with a 
variety of other instrnments, lül modulated and 
adapted to celestial voices, so much so that Doctor 
Faustus began to think that he was in Paradise. 
This music continued above an hour, and produced 
such an effect upon the Doctor's spirits, that he 
rather exulted than felt uneasy at the step he had 
just taken. 

All these iUmioas, we may ronark, were got up by 
the devil in oider to ctHifinn Doctor Faustus in his 
purpose, to harden and to lead him tn fancy that he 
had sot so much to dtead as to enjoy in the in- 
fernal society into which he had entered. Tliis ex- 
hibition being closed, Mephostophiles hastened into 
the Doctor's apartment, in semblance of a pious 
monk, and Faustus said, wiüi a smile, "You have 
indeed treated me to some right strange and merry 
scenes. These toe what I like, and they have pleased 
me well. Only continue such mad woik as this, my 
Mephostt^iles, and count upon me rather as a 
friend than a master." M«pho9tophiles replied : 
" Oh, there was nothing to admire here ; I shall 
serve you m more important matters by and by, I 
hope, (huD these, provided you only observe your 
part of the engagement; sights which will excite 
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your utmost astonishment." The Doctor ftuswered 
by preseatiug him with a copy of the contract; whUe 
Mephostophiles, on his side, insisted that Paustus 
should preserye another copy by him, to prevent all 
chance of lit^tion or mistake. 



All good Christians may easily conjecture what was 
ihe situation of the Doctor, deserted by the Lord and 
all the heavenly host, after having deUvered his blood- 
signed contract into the demon's hands, a contract 
which no honest pious householder would put his 
name to,, being more like the act of a fiend than of a 
mortal. 

Doctor Faustus now resided in the house which had 
been his uncle's, and which the latter had bequeathed 
to him. There too he had taken into his service a 
young student as his secretary and attendant, a 
knowing rogue of the name of ChristofieL W^enar, 
who liked the sort of sport he saw, too easily im- 
bibing his master's example, who promised to make 
him an expert fellow. And this was no difficult 
task, as like most young people he was well inclined 
to avail himself of such lessons as his master taught. 
ExceptJug this hopeful youth and his familiar demon, 
Faustus would have no boaiders in his house. Me- 
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pboBUpbites still attHtded upon hia master in the 
shape of a monk, and he was accnsttmied always to 
summon him, as he sat in his stady, which he c<»- 
Btantly kept closed. 

The Doctor next began to iadnlg« in very faixurious 
living, feasting upon raritJes, and eating and dnnldog 
only oC the besL For whener» he wished to have 
tlie be«t wine, he sent his familiar to Um cellara of the 
most distinguished peisonagea of the place; as those 
of a certain prince, of the Duke of Betjiren, and of 
the Bishop of Salzbui^b, whereby th^ were all con- 
siderably diminished. By the same method he ob- 
tained the moat coitly meats, cooked ^ the same 
magical arts, as his demon could coBTey them with 
the Bwiftneas of a biid, and dart as quickly through 
an opoi window. 

Thus all die houses and palaces of theneigh- 
boudng counts and pniices, and all their best iur- 
nished tables were laid under contribution ; insomuch 
that the Dootor and his secretary appeared in el^ant 
apparel, the clothes and silks having been ordered 
upon commission by his demon who visited the shops 
at Nurembuig, at Strasburg, and at Frai^ort, in 
the night, taking very long credit for his pains. The 
same happened to the shoemakers, and numerous 
others among tha operatives, who have all so strong 
a prejudice against this kind of sale of their articles 
during the night. And, in short, thoi^h they were 
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stolen, they were always something excellent and 
good in their way; while Mephostophiles evaded all 
ioformalions and pursuits. 

For these services his familiar was to receive 
twenty-five crowns pet week, Funounting to an annual 
income of thirteeii hundred, with which Mephostophiles 
was quite content. Doctor Faustus now continued to 
lead the life of a confirmed epicurean both by day and 
night; until he lost all notion of Heaven and Hell, 
and flattered himself that life and soul would alike 
perish leather. His familiar had long been per- 
suading him to enter into a demoniacal association, 
previous to%aturalizing himself in the infernal state, 
to which his master, heedless of erery thing but 
good cheer, and conceiving the whole little more 
than an idle imagination, or mere fudge, at length 
consented i and said; " Let my name be entered id 
your books, friend Mephostophiles, come what will as 
soon as you please." Mephostophiles next advised 
him to think of adding to his establishment by taking 
to himself a wife. " Stop," cried Faustua, laughing, 
" that is a, more serious consideration, friend; it will 
require some more discussion ;" and the demon joined 
heartily in his laugh. 

Scarcely, however, had he adopted his first pro- 
posal and finished these words, when a violent storm 
of wind shook the house, as if every thing was about 
tQ fall topsy-turvy. The doors and windows sprang 
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ajar, and there was so strong a smell of Bulphvir Uiat 
any one would have thought the whole house was on 
fire: Doctor Faustus attempted to run down stairs, 
but found himself seized by a strong arm and pushed 
back into the room, with so much violence that he 
could move neither hand nor foot A blaze of fire 
encircled him on all sides, as if ready to consume 
him, and he cried out for Mephostophiles with all his 
might, to assist, to save, and to obey him. Upon 
this the devil himself appeared ; but in such grisly 
and savage forms as quite terrified the Doctor: 
" What is the meaning of all this," exclaimed Satan : 
"howlii^ there like a dog'', what think you now?" 
The doctor, aware that he must have in some way 
infringed upon his compact with Mephostophiles, 
very humbly intreated the devil's pardon, to which 
the Prince of Darkness briefly replied : " Then see 
you better to it, and stick to your promise, I advise 
you I" and with this he disappeared. 

Mephostophiles now attended his master and 
said : " As long, sir, as you cODtinue trae to your 
engagements, you may always rely upon my antici- 
pating your wishes, in every thing most agreeable; 
and in proof of this you shall every evening be pre- 
sented with a lady of such surprizing beauty, as not 
to be exceeded by any thing you have ever seen in 
this city. Cast your eye on all sides; choose where 
and whom you will, the same shall be sure to attend 
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upon your pleasure." This proposal consoled and 
l^eased Doctot Faustus exceedin^y, and he greatly 
TCgietted that he had so long continued in his single 
and unsociable state. Henceforvrard his head was 
full of nothing but beautiful women both day and 
n^t, insomuch that the devil had so farther trouble 
in keeping him to his promise, (for the Doctor had 
just before been platting to save himself by retiring 
to a monastery and leading a chaste single life, which 
had ^o greatly enraged the devil,) whereas he now 
considered the whole of his previouB life, 'unenlivened 
by the charms of female society, as little better than 
lost. One favorite succeeded to another, he never 
dreamed of one and the same during fbur-and-twenty 
hours, and the devil triumphed in the success of his 
plan. 



When Doctor Faustus had become a great proficient 
in the forementioned species of devihy, his demon one 
day handed him a great book, which appropriately 
contained a description of all kind of enchantments, 
sorceries, necromancy, and so forth, the better to 
confirm him in his lost state. These Dardanue 
Arlet were afterwards found in possession of bis ser- 
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vast Wagenar; and when the doctor had studied 
them a little while, his infernal hardihood increased, 
and be detenninedto ask a few more and bolder ques- 
tions of his demon than he had before done. With 
this view, he told Wagenar to prepare his study, as 
he was going to hold a dialogue with MephostophUes. 
This done, he was summoned, and the Doctor said : 
" My good fellow, tell me once for au what kind of 
a spirit you are ?" MephostophUes repUed : " To 
say tke tmth, my dear master, I am but an under- 
strapper, and that with Heaven's leave ; I am a kind 
of amlMSsador (» errand boy on important occasions, 
as you see." Doctor Faustus said : " How did your 
Uemal master come by that great fall of his trom 
the top of heavenly bliss where he once stood?" 
" Know," replied the demon, " that my prince Luci- 
fer was created a beautiful angel, and such was his 
power over the saints that he was himself named a 
Hierarchy. He likewise enjoyed the tides of Sera- 
phim, of Cherubim, and of Throne Angel, with a 
governorship over tower orders, some of whom again 
governed and protected maukJhd. But a third and 
highest class, as we know to our cost, are called arch- . 
prince, prince, and prince-envoys, angels of chief 
wonders and miracles, ambassadors of most impor- 
tant tidings, and angelic governors of infinite care 
and prudence. Now Lucifer was one of the most 
beautifid angels under these ; the most beautiAil of 
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whom was Raphael : the other two were Oabriel and 
Michael. And this is all I can inform you, of here." 



Doctor Faustus, afterthis last adventure, began to 
be more inquisitive as to the site and substance of 
the inferaal abode, and dreamed, it is affinued, of 
nothing else. He therefore questioned his familiar 
demqn in regard to its particular situation, customs 
and manners, and more especially, as to its primal 
origin and purposes. Of these Mephostophiles gave 
the following explanation : namely, that when his 
master, Lucifer, came by his faU, he found the place 
ready made for him ; even his dormitory on a dark 
lake, where he was bound down by chains, sur- 
rounded by a thick fog, fire, sulphur, pitch, and 
similar combustibles. " In fact," continued the de- 
mon, " we could not well have become devils, unless 
we had been accommodated with an appropriate re- 
sidence, constructed upon those diabohcal rules of 
art, discovered, heaven only knows how. 

" And this is all which I have at present in my 
power to say ;" upon which the demon ceased speak- 
ing, and disappeared, before the Doctor, who had 
another question to propose, had time to call him 
back. Back, however, Mephostophiles was shortly 
compelled to come, aud further answer the Doctor's 
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questions respecting the laws and government, as 
well as the residence of bis fellow demons. The 
spiiit said : " My desi master, t)ic bare country 
and its rivers form the sole places of residence we 
possess, which are about as wide as your world above 
them, or as heaven above jour world. They con- 
sist of ten governments, some of which are superior 
in point of power and influence to the rest. The 
chief among them are ; 

1. Lucus Mortis. 6. Qehenna. 

2. St^um Ignis. 7. Herebus. 
3- Terra Tenebrosa. 8. Barathrum. 

4. Tartarus. 9. Stys. 

5. Tena Oblivionis, 10. Acheron. 
These are generally known to our demons under the 
name of Pl^ron ; and four of these divisions- are 
royal principalities, much upon the same plan that 
Lucifer governs in the east ; Beelzebub's province 
ia in the north, Belial's in the south, and Astarcth's 
in the west. Yet all these governments continue 
under the dispensation of the Lord of Hosts. And 
they constitute the whole government of our king- 
dom, of which yon will learn more hereafter." 



<i COHDItlON O* rH> 



Doctor Faustus speedily resumed his interrogatories 
with his demon. He inquired in what way Lucifer 
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passed his time, and what situation he 0CGUp4ed, pre- 
vious to his fall? HephoBtophiles lequested to be 
nUoved three dftjs to prepare his answer, which be- 
ing granted, on the third, he re^ed as follows: 
" My master, Lucifer, as he was formerty caHed, 
was ^n arrayed in a clear sky-blue garment of 
light, worn only by the '(^lief angels or Ghtmbima, 
snd stood as high in authority and influence as he 
did in stature above most of the hearanly hosts; 
aparklii^; in gold and diamonds, and raised, in his 
own opmion, above the sun and the stars. He had 
been placed hj his Creator, at the head of a prin- 
cipahty, but as soon as ever he discovered an am- 
bition to aggrandize himself by assuming the title 
of Prince of the East, be was huded from hia princely 
seat, and driven with hideous rout from the confines 
of heaven. Banished into the regions of dolorous 
pain, divested of his princely crown, and doomed to 
nde only over sulphureous shades, and soirowAd so- 
journs, he has there established his lungdom for 
eternity." When Doctor Faustus had learnt these 
things &om his demon, he proceeded to speculate, in 
his own manner, upon a variety of opinions. He 
replied not a word ; but, turning his back upon the 
spirit, he went and shut himself up in his study. 
But the result of all his collations was, that he re- 
tired that night, sighing and lamenting to his bed. 
He mused sadly upon what he had heard respect- 
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mg Lucifer's expulsion from heaveD, and the honour 
which he had before enjoyed at the hands of his 
Maker. And bo with him ; he had been richly en- 
dowed, and he might have insured an inheritance 
in heaven, but he had now incurred t)ie penalty of 
eternal wrath. " Woe, woe 1" he cried, " upon my 
fatal pride and ambition. I be^ to see the pre- 
cipice upon which I stand; for I can no longer dis- 
believe the things I have seen. Alas, my evil 
passions, bad ' blood, the flesh and the devil, with aU 
my pride, have ruined me for ever. And aa if these 
were not enough I added my owa reason and cim- 
ning ; dreaming that I could outwit the powers of 
darkness, whereas I fear I have committed my own 
life and soul. For if I must believe, alas I have no 
hope ; I must become like Lucifer, and spend the 
whole of my existence in eternal durance. Aias, 
alas, into what a miserable predicament have 1 
brought myself! It were better had I never been 
bom." 

Thus unavailing^y did the unhappy Faustns com- 
plain, for hope expired as his faith revived, and he 
felt that no expiation could again reconcile him to 
the grace of God. " Yet I will try," he exclaimed ; 
" far as the devil hath transported me, I will try to 
retrace my steps, and pray to be restored to heaven 
and to the holy church. 

"I will struggle hard with the bad spirits that 
o5 
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bave laid strong siege to my bouI, and perhaps aB 
may yet be well." But whUe he SEud this, he was 
still half dubious and unbeUeving, while his infernal 
adversaries were dobg every thing to entangle him 
faster in the net. 



As soon as the Doctor had rallied his spirits a 
little, he again questioned Mephostophiles respecting 
the government, councils, influence, and temptations 
of the devil, and how he first acquired these royal 
prerogatiTes. To this his demon answered : " My 
dear master, such a history would lead us too far, and 
only give rise to vain misgivings and regrets on your 
part : better therefore you should not insist upon it ; 
it belongs to the mysteries of our goveinment. At 
the same time, 1 must not refuse to satisfy you as 
far as 1 am a))le ; and first know, that Lucifer, aAer 
his fall, became alike the enemy of God and man. 
He then commenced that tyi'annical system which he 
has ever since acted upon, as you may still perceive 
from those d^y occurrences of men jumping out of 
four story windows, hanging, drowning, sticking, and 
drinklDg themselves to death in despair. For man 
was created perfect until the devil taught him how to 
rebel and to sin ; as witness the history of your oki 
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fUher Adam and hia wife Eve, with so many of their 
posterity, all of whom he seduced from the grace of 
Ood. 

" Exploits like these, my dear master, I think we 
may call the tyranny and temptation of the devil. 
What did he do with Ctdn ; and who persuaded the 
Israelitish tribes to worship strange gods to offer sa- 
crifices and commit adultery with heathen womei^? 
It was one of our demons who laid siege to the soul 
of Saul, and made him commijt all kind of folly, until 
he put an end to his existence. We have another of 
the name of Asmodeus, who tempted seven great men 
to commit adultery. Our demon Gh^on was the cause 
of thirty thousand men being utterlylost and slain, be- 
sides losing the arit of the Lord. Who can ever forget 
Behal's treatmeat of King David ? how he made him 
number his tribes of people, by which he lost twenty 
thousand at a stroke. There was another of oui 
busy devils did no less by King Solomon ; for he 
even brought him to worship idols. And as to our 
little Mends tx imps, who tempt common men to sin 
and scandal of all kinds, they are almost innumerable. 
They are despatched in regular divisions over the 
whole earth, and make their attacks both openly and in 
ambush, until they yndennme the fabric of Christian 
peo[^'s faith, persuade them to all kinds of petty 
thefts and crimes, and likewise^ to blaspheme, until 
numbers of them end their days upon the gallows. 
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" Horeover, we harden the hearts of ptibces and 
nlenr, more especiall; against dte miniMers of the 
goipel, and this, Faiutuü, you are learned enoug;h in 
fteol6g7 to inmr." 

To this the Doctor replied : " You say weD, 
«od yoti bare satisfied me; but have ydu ttM me the 
trtiAr The d^oon replied : « I hsve ; wby stMUld 
I not? for as soon as I got posKt«l«Hi of yoitf be&n, 
F&ustifs, and ledywi to form dieses which ttlltmidftd 
to dcK* yoa on neaiet awt n«afer to t&e devil ; v/e 
thieo inspired you with greater tUnbkiiM aftd deeper 
speculations than befüre, so that ytfa ' cOtJd g«t ab 
rieep neidier night nor day, until' yeu ooiMäfttMl 
youMdF by overt acts of sorcery. Then, whenyiHi 
began to conjure us up, we made yon so fbol UEtH^ 
and resolute^ that you would sooner avitfbtytarS^t to 
be seduced by the devil, than be thwarted and abairi- 
don your design. Thus we continued to h^eii'aud 
irritate your ambition, until tmaUe to ehe«fc: youHetf 
in your mad career, you lidxmred how yoti Might bee[ 
brin^ one ot us into your power. On ouTpiwt'we got 
you into B' contract for life' and »ool, a ptitt of id- 
foanati<m of which I need not remind youi" 

"Thatis true," said the Doctor; "it mart fee bo, 
I see, f(» even had I tried to encourage holy tiio^^, 
it would havebeoit a difltcuit taski thbngh I have only 
to tfaaak-niyi^fAr die hateful predieament I am in. 
Had'I'kept^ cotama&dihents, the devil would not 
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SO aoon have been aUe to prevaQ with me, by his 
tempting oSers, to bftrterlife and sonl. O, what had 
I done to deserve his malice V The demon replied : 
" That I leave you to find out :" and Doctor Faustua 
turned gorrowAiHy away. 



i DitrDiATKHi aiLATiiio TO aMxanA ; Vi» raarOnvioHB, 



Eteh grace he heid been so roA^ly handled; for 
trying to ehtdehiscotttiact, Doctor Faustus'felt con- 
siderable regKt at h&mg so ligfhdy implicated his 
sonl, by bond and signatuTe, but his remorse was like 
tfattt <Sf Caiit and Judas. It was' more like despair of 
the grace of God; than a wholesome sorrow wüich 
aends' Ae^ heart. Thda, though he saw heatfen as it 
were lying before him, and longed to teach it; he stiB 
kepC'wAlking the other way. Y'et he attiriies'flat- 
t«i«d himself that by dhit of long disputattoAs aiid 
intotogatorles with bis gliost, be might finally hit 
upon' some m«thod — sOme loophcfe, by which to 
escBpe, and so reconcile himself to faeaten. In tins 
be'dduded himself; for the devil had sthiäk his fangs 
so deep> that the Doctor stül persisted in sui6mon- 
ti^ HephoBtophilea to his examinations, and his whole 
thougUts and dreams turned apon infernAl mattto: 
He inquired theiefpre of his demon what heQ and the 
pains of heQ tfere like ? First, as to what kind of la-> 
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mentation the damned in general made? Secondly, 
whether they had any hope of expiation, and of being 
restored to grace ? To these questions hia demon made 
no reply, only he said : " My good master 1 as to 
these questions respecting Erebus, with its moral and 
geographical position, you had just as well let them 
alone. Consider whither they will lead you in the 
end ? For granting it were in your power to climb as 
high as the seventh heaven, depend upon it, I could 
fcJlow, and hurl you down a^ain into the infernal 
at^ss ; because though I am now youis, you are to 
be mine ; you belong to oui courts. 

" Away then, my dear Faustus, with these absurd 
inquiries about the place, hut speak within compass, 
upon other topics. Believe me you will only repent 
of having wasted so much precious time upon them 
in the end, so pray abandon them for more profitable 
speculations." Doctor Faustus replied, " But I 
must know them, I say, thoi^h it cost me my 
life ; I insist upon your informing me." " Well then, 
have it," cried the demon, a little netded;— " hear 
all, for it can do me no manner of harm. You 
want to know what Hell is? It goes by manifold 
names, signs, and tokens. You may call it some- 
times ravenous and thirsty, inasmuch as it debars its 
inmates trora the least refreshment, even a drop of 
water. It is also justly said, that hell is a lai^ vale, 
situated not far from Jerusalem ; inasmuch as it is of 
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equal breadth and depth, with that called Heaven's 
Seat, in which reside the blessed of the heavenly Je- 
rusalem. 

" It is raoreover, appropriately named a place of 
which none who go there can see the end either in 
point of time or space ; and it is as properly called 
the burning lake, because it consumes every thing it 
comes in contact with, as a fa^ot is bunit in the 
oven. So the souls of the damned bum in perpe- 
tuity;, they aie tortured and plagued continually , 
though they cannot be quite destroyed. For the 
same reason hell is called eternal perdition, eveilast- 
ing pain, which though it has a. banning has neither 
hope nor end. 

" It is known and felt also as the bottomless pit 
and gulf, because it is quite unfathomaUe. From, its 
rigidity and hardness it has come under the name too 
of Petro, or a rock, for it contains reckless and stony 
, souls. Then it is surrounded and braced on all 
^des, like a chain of projecting cliffs embracing their 
interior fastnesses. Another it boasts is the name of 
Career, on account of the damned lying everlastingly 
confined in it. It is known also by the names of 
Damnatio, Eritum, Consultatio, Damoatia, Condem- 
nator, &c. 

" Of its despair and pains and penalties, you may 
gather some idea from sc^ture, which is a sealed 
letter to me ; as Ukewise of the spedea of lamenta- 
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tion they Qliiüt,siich aa weeping and gnaaliingof teetk. 
Atad you may rely on the correctness of what I have 
hitherto explained to you: in fine, the noise of the 
pettutbed gpirits is like a very disagreeable ciying, 
bovUog, shriekiagi moaaii^, groaning, and adjiits- 
tiohi ftir inercy and for help, ail mingled togetlm 
like.the^eice dinof afield of battle; fbr the wretched 
beings know -that they are become snora and irrecon- 
cite^le enemies to Ood and man. The pangs of 
some, however, »e much more severe than those Of 
oOierai in proportion to the sins and offences diey 
litay have committed. There are damned souls whkh 
complftm as much of the intense cold as of tbe }ieat, 
and as much over thirst and insufferable stench and 
bntnstbne, as over fogs and pools and sprites ; as 
mudi from tedious and empty vanity and idleness, ai 
tifka the terrific countenances of the devils, and the 
despatf'thät visits those to whom hope nftvercome». 
They bite their own tongues for spite and smartjthey 
roü>, Uaspheme, and tear their hair, vainly attempt- 
ing to put an end to their ^clstence. Their pains 
seem to increase instead of diminishmg, for evNi 
death refuses to relieve them. In fact, my dear 
master, this terrific place was planned according to 
the wrath of Gkid, how beat to produce the greatest tor- 
ture for the damned and the greatest possible space ; 
amidst sad and dreary desots, icy shores and pro- 
montories, bleak hail and storm, and fiery sleet and 
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drencfaing tfaawB, all painfol and ignoauoionB puniah- 
ments to satiate the mockery and scorn, as well as 
the vengeance, of Öie powere above. 

" Now as to your final question which concerns 
the reach of mercy in the Most High, whether it ex- 
tend to any among those condemned souls, so that 
by expiation they may be restored to grace ? ' For 
once I will mingle a little instruction with Iny answer. 
You enquire whether the damned are ever likely to 
be restored to grace ? I answer flatly, no. Because 
all we Hellites, or damned spirits, being once sepa- 
rated from grace, must remain in a state of repro- 
bation to all eternity. Even supposing we could 
make progress, we should be guilty of backsliding 
bdbre we had reached halfway up the heavenly hiH. 
And as little as ourselves can those who are fore- 
doomed ever hope to escape; let them weep And 
pray and repent as much as they please. For they 
cannot get rid of their conscience, do what they will. 
An emperor, king, duke, count, or any other kind of 
ruler, may easily say : ' Ah ! I wish I had not Been 
such a monstroiis tyrant, and driven things fa such 
a [Mtch !' A rich man may exclaim : ' Good God, 
what an avaricious wretch 1 hive been.' The 
haughty man: 'Ah vain fool, woe to me!" And 
the dissipated character: 'Oh ye heavens! what 
a villainous sedacer, gambler, and blaspheming wretch 
I have been.' But what avail all these vain regrets ! 
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The predestined and the damned, after proceeding a 
certain length, have no more to fear or to hope. There 
is no sort of reason why Heaven should trouble itself 
about them, far less pity or assist them 1 Why should 
not they be allowed to remain there, as the dead are 
also permitted to do in their graves ? 

" Then give yourself no farther concern, Fanstus, 
on this head ; and I now tell you frankly once for all, 
that in future I will no longer give ear to Such idle 
questions; let us converse on other subjects." 

But Doctor Fau9tii9 turned away from Mephosto- 
philes without making any answer, in no very happy 
mood. Indeed his uneasiness and remorse boidered 
almost on despair. He endeavoured to tum his at- 
tention to other matters, and by every other means to 
banish the final prospect he had in view from his mind ; 
but it was 14 vain. He dreamed of nothing else, for 
the devil had so very successMly tempted, betrayed, 
blinded, and grap|ded him, that he no lor^r ven- 
tured to strug^e to get free. For instance, if he 
began to entertain serious and religious thoughts 
when he was alone, the devil was sure to put them 
to flight by throwing some very beautifiil woman in 
his way, which had the eflect of banishing all holy 
thoughts, and destroying the foundation of the le- 
foimation he had commenced. 
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Very shortly the Doctor again summoiied his fa- 
miliar in order to satisfy himself upon another point ; 
which however, the demon refused to listen to, 
" What can you possibly want with me again?" said 
he. " I want an answer to a certtun question," re- 
lied Faustus, "and it is this: If you were in my 
place, Mephostophiles, what would you do ? I meEUi 
in order to reconcile yourself to God and man." 
" Why," said Mephostophiles, " If I were a man, 
and you a devil, as you will be, my good master, I 
would as long as I had breath cry unto die all-mer- 
ciful God, vowing never more to Offend, or to break 
the least of his commandments, but ever to do his 
will, to kneel and pray with humble and grateful 
heart, and to love and revere him, until I might be 
tendered acceptable into some portion of his grace, 
evermore content and happy, provided I could secure 
my eventual salvation and escape from doom." 

" And have I not, have I not done all that?" cried 
Doctor Faustus, eagerly. " No !" retorted the demon, 
" that you have not; far from it, you have denied 
your creator, you have despised his holy will and 
word, the salvation which he profiered you, and the 
gifts of nature he bestowed upon you, insomuch that 
you have no one to accuse besides yourself, your own 
evil pride and passions, which have deprived you of 
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your best gifts and the robea of righteoiiBness you 
might have worn." " That is too true," replied Doc- 
tor FauBtns, " but would you, Mephostophiles, tsJte 
my place in a mortal shape, if you could." " Yes," 
replied the demon, sighing': "we should not dispute 
much about that. For however greatly 1 might have 
sinned against HeaTcn, I should süU make every 
effort to be restored to grace." " Ergo," esclaimed 
Faustus, " it ought to be my endeavom to better 
myself as far as I am able in the same way." " Yes," 
said thedemon, "as far as you have a chance of ex- 
piatii^ your offencea towaids Heaven ; but it is now 
quite too late ; its vengeance hath passed over your 
head and hath smitten you." " Go! leave me alone," 
cried the Doctor, as he turned away, " And leave 
me alone," retorted the demon, " nor pester me with 
such questions any more." 



As Doctor Faustus now found that be could obtain 
no further satisfaction from his demon, as to spiritual 
matt«rs, he asked him no more questions. 

He next began to make almanacks, for he was 
one of the best astrologers and ahuanack-makers of 
his time; well versed in calculating nativities, and 
setting down prognostications, as the world wdl 
knows. Nor was he leas celebrated as a mathema* 
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tician, as appears iroin his history, no less than from 
his writings. Thus, all those events of which he 
gave warning to difierent prifices and lords, in re- 
gard to which, he possessed a pat^^ular gift, sever 
failed to happen as he had described them, in the 
end- His almanacks were sought after, beyond 
those of any other astronomer ; because he set down 
nothii^ in bis calculations, but what happened aa 
he hod written it, both concemiug fogs, wind, saow, 
and äiund^, and all changes of the weather, so 
that his almanacks were superiorto any others, andfaj 
more correct in astrological calculations. For he 
likewise pointed out the precise time in which 
changes of all kinds were to occur, appUcable to 
states and kingdoms, whether about to be visited 
with war, famine, or pestilence, such aa the devil 
could best couUive to manufacture out of the sinful 
hves of men, for the plague of governors and of 
their people. 



When Doctor Fauslus had been for the space of two 
years employed in making his ahnanacks, he once 
more summoned his demon to inquire what might be 
his opinion, and proficiency in regard to astronomy 
and astrology, in the manner the mathematicians were 
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accustomed to consider them ? To this his demon 
replied : " Why, in my opinion, Doctor, your star- 
gazers hare no certain knowledge, not fixed prin- 
ciples. For in truth, these are secret and mystenous 
Bubjecta, of nhich heaven is jealous, and into which 
you mortals cannot penetrate in the manner we 
knowing spirits do, who sweep through the air, and 
under the heavens, and can grasp some of their mys- 
teries in OUT ken ; because we are old experienced 
s|nritB, and have more ample scope for our excursions 
through the sky. 

" For mstance, my good master, I could easily cast 
you some prognostications fit for almanacks, or make 
a long reckoning of all that has gone before, and ^ve 
you the proceeds of what is to come ; describing each 
several year distinct from the rest (as in fact you 
know) so as to exhibit shadows of the events that are 
in preparation. This we old spirits can do; and I 
might say in justice to your ancestora of old time, 
who had the advantage of five or six hundred years 
leisure, that they too lived long enough to obtain a 
thorough acquaintance with such subjects ; for in the 
course of years, the great leap year was fuUiUed, upon 
which their calculations were founded. Thus they 
were enabled to illustrate and arrange the arts they 
acquired upon certain known principles, whereas less 
experienced astrologers make their calculations and 
pr(^;no3tic3 upon mere hazard, the result of false 
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prophecy and mere guess-woik j" to which Faustus 
agreed. 

Again, in regard tx> winter and sununer, it puzzled 
the Doctor not a little to account for the manner in 
which Heaven had divided and created them. On 
this head his demon explained them aa follows : " My 
good master, cannot you as a physician, and with 
the help of the sun's course, divine these matters? 
You must know then, that with the exception of the 
moon, the remamder of the heavenly constellations 
are all composed of fire. The earth on the contrary 
is frozen, cold and hard throughout ; while in pro* 
portion as the sun mounts higher in the heavens and 
shines, the hotter it grows, and that is the cause of 
siunmer. But as the sua declines hoiizoutally to- 
wards the earth, then it becomes colder and colder 
until winter at length ensues." 



Ome day Doctor Faustus feeling very heavy and sor- 
rowful, summoned his demon who began to console him, 
and enquired what it was that pressed upon his spirits. 
But the Doctor returned no answer ; upon which the 
demon persisted ill his enquiry and said : " I beg you 
will reply candidly upon this point, and I will do 
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every Üüog in, m; powei to reliere you," Doctcr 
Faustus answered : " You know, Mephostophilw, 
I engaged you aa my Berrant, one who was to per- 
foim every tbing 1 required, inateod of which you aet 
uj) youi opinion BgainM mine, and rduie to fill your 
{dace as a faitMul SHvant ought to do." To thia. 
the demon reified : " My gvod master, you know 
veiy well that I have never willingly opposed j<m, 
for in regard to your questions, however dieagmaUe 
and improper, I have always, though reluctantly, 1 
confess, aneweied them, and proved my obedience." 

" Therefore good mastm: mine, speak boldly and 
truly, what is it that you now want ?" Doctor Faustna 
replied: "That he wished to be more particulariy 
informed respecting the creatjon of the world and of 
the first man." Upon hearing thia, Mepboetoiidtilea 
secretly resolved to pass off a false and proltaie ac- 
count upon the Doctor, and he said; " The worid, 
my dear Faustus, to say the truth, never was created, 
or without form,, nor wi)l it ever perish. And the 
same in regard to man, his evil generation has con- 
tinued from eternity, and it is all nothing that you 
hear of his or^in, and in fact the earth itself may 
very well have engendered faim with the help of a 
hot sun. - And the sea separated itself ftom the earth 
of its own accord, and they mutually exchanged places, 
just as if they were able to convene It^ther upon 
the sulö^t." 
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" The earth for inataDce requested from the sea a 
certain dominion, as of mountains, woods, meadows, 
trees and herbs. Besides this there are four other 
dominions, consisting of the elements, of earth, f^t 
air and water. There is the sea and all that in it is, 
the great fish and the little fish, which eat one an- 
other, a practice continued from time immemorid ; 
so that there is only heaven and the angels left, and 
these must be in some kind of subjection to the rest. 
But farther than this I cannot satisfy you*; in short 
it is all I know." 

Doctor. Faustus proceeded to speculate upon what 
he had heard, though he could not easily credit it. 
For he had read Genesis, c. I. and was aware that 
Moses had . given a different version of the matter. 
Hence be felt convinced that the devil was a great 
Uar, just as he had been described in holy writ, 
though he took care . tiot to accuse him of it, nor 
so much, as to shew that be had observed it. ■ 



On£ day it pleased the prince and rightful master of 
Doctor Faustus to appear in person, which was so 
horrible as to excite no little alarm. Though it was 
in the middle of summer there blew so cold a blast 
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irom the nde he came on, that die Doctor shivered 
irith cold. The demon who was no other than Bdial 
spolce to Doctor Faustus, and Baid: "When yon 
vmokß, Doctor, about midnight, I was reading yonr 
thou^ts, and they were these ; that first you should 
likft to have a sight of some of the leading iafenud 
spirits, and secomlly to inquire how they fared; ofeft 
which 1 tbou^t to oUige you hy appearii^ forthwith 
in my proper shape." Doctor Faustus rallied: 
*' Well, and where are the rest of you?^ " They vn 
waiting your pleasure there without," said Beliai ; who 
himself appeared lo the Doctor in the shape of a 
great Uack bear, with huge overhanging ears, and 
eyes shining like burning coals. He had loi^ white 
sharp teeth, and a tail about three yards in length, 
and upon bis neck he had three fleet wings or pinions. 
And thus he approached the Doctor, followed by the 
rest of his train, until the room was so full that they 
could not all be seated. BeUal iu>w e^laioed to 
the Doctor who they were, and introduced ^m one 
after another by their names. In this way seven of 
the chiefs or principals came in review, with Lucifa* 
at their head, the Doctor's rightful master, with whom 
he had entered into the contract, and he was about 
the Nze of a common man. After him followed 
Beelzebub bearing a huge ass's head with two large 
horns, red and hairy as a beast, with two great wings 
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u shatplj edged u the thiitles of tbe fidd, half 
green half ydlow, wfaUe both flrom under and ahon 
the wings riiot forth fierce beams of fire. 

Nejct to him admnced Aataroth into the OeAj 
in the shape of A large «oake poised upon his t^^ for 
he had no feet, Emd his bulk was tbickt trhite, aaA 
■mootk as g^ass. Neit came and next did go Z»- 
Ihtnas, dressed in iron grey, bearing a ball's head upott 
fats front, and at bis nether end, a tail like a tiger- 
cat, with dawa to his feet about a yard in length. 
AnubiUB foUowed bnn, dog-headed uid of a modey 
Uack and wbke ; wititi huge feet and tdouchiag ears 
la» a hound, and he was four yards high. 

About a yard's length too came Dithyronus in 
form of a bird, most like a lai^ partridge, ordy his 
neck was green and apeckled. Dracbns crevled next 
, i^ton four short feet, in shining green fh»n tip to toe, 
escept his head which was of a dazzli^ blue, and a 
red fiery talL Tbe serentii in order was Belial him- 
self, and Ketele the e^tb, both arrayed in the same 
iqdendid style as the former. The remaind^ of the 
train were of the same nnsighdy aad brutish tana ; . 
sonte as hounds, bears, and wolves, others as apes, 
goats, harts, bufiakies, asses, and the Uke. 

In such form and order did the demons iq>pear 
to the Doctor, and so numerooB that some WMe cm- 
pdled to remain outside his study. Doctco' Faustas 
was very mueh' astoiÜBbed at their appewance, and 
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he inquired of the Beven chief demons, why they had 
not appeared ia more agreeable shapes ; to which 
they made answer, that they could not assume ^ny 
Other in the infernal regions, where they were all 
h^sh beasts and snakes, only much more horrible 
and unseemly than they then were. Yet they were 
always at liberty to assume the human form when- 
ever they pleased on earth. Doctor Faustus ob- 
served that it was enough that the seven principal 
pnes should remain in the study, while the rest 
might retire ; to which they immediately assented. 

The Doctor then requested that they would give 
him some proof of their powers, which they forthwith 
did by assuming the forms of different animab at 
their pleasure, and also . of the human figure. He 
next inquired if he . could do the same thing ; for 
T^e seemed much amused at the fantastic figure they 
(int. They answered that he. could; and they threw 
him a conjuring book, in order that he might make 
the expei'iment secundum artem ; and he managed 
it.. Before they, took their departure, Doctor Faus- 
tus could not . refrain from asking, why all kind of 
winged insects, poisonous animals, and birds of prey 
were made? They then informed him that they had 
been sent after the fall in order to plague mankind, 
to poison the air, and injure his possessions. " We 
are ouraelves enabled," they continued, " to meta- 
morphose ourselves into . all kinds of winged insects 
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and torture you as much as you please-" Doctor 
Fauatus laughed, and said he should like to see them 
change again, and this too they forthwith did. 

Soon after they had taken their leave, Doctot 
Faustua's study began to swarm with all kinds of 
poisonouB insects, such as gnats, scorpions, hornets, 
waqn, &c. &c. insomuch that his whole house was 
filled with tbem, and what was worse they began to 
torture him, not as the chief demons had facetiously 
threatened, but by actually biting and stinging him 
in such a maimer, that he hardly knew which way to 
turn himself. In fact, I believe they were all so many 
young demons, who had watched their opportunity 
when their chiefs had departed, and, determined to 
enjoy their share of the sport, had fallen upon 
him quite unawares ; and continued to bepester him 
to such a degree that he was compelled to run out 
,of his own house. 



Tbb Doctor had now reached the eightii year of the 
term set down in his contract, so that be was slowly 
but surely proceeding towards the end of his career. 
The greater part of this time he had spent in ques- 
tions and disputatjoits ; and he again began to grow 
uneasy and to dr^am about hell. Upon this he sum-; 
jaouei. Mephostophiles and bade him to inform his 
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master Belial ot Lucifei binuelf, that he abonld like 
to see one of them as early as convenieoL Tliis 
message his serrttnt delivered, when it was agreed to 
despatch BeelMbub to preference to either, ^u soon 
airiTed and inquired what were the Doctor's com- 
mands. The laUer requested to kiun» wheäier it 
would be agreeable to his master to send him a 
demon as a guide to conduct him into the lower 
world in order to observe the nature of the country, 
its inhabitants, and its most remaAahle productioBB, 
which he was desirous of seeing. " Yes, certainly," 
refdifd Beelzebub, " I wfll return about midn^ht and 
fetch you myself;" and so he departed. 

Aocordisgly when it grew quite dark, towards twelve 
o'clock, BeeUebub again appeared, carrying an easy 
chair wrought out of pure bone upon his shoulders. 
It was a round arm-chair with a guard beforc, into 
which the Doctor mounted, and was bone away. 
But hear what a trick the devil played him in order 
that he should not be able to inform any one else of 
the route he went. He found the chair so easy, 
and was conveyed so gently through the air, that he 
could not help falling asleep, just as if he had been 
lying in his bed at home. 

Shortly he approached a high mountain, which was 
as large as a vast island, and which cast up nothing 
but sulphur, pitch, and fire-hrands, and with such 
violeam and hurly-buriy ot a racket that it fr^tened 
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the Doctor out of his sleep. But his demoo held on, 
and entered the fiery cavern with the Doctor on his 
back, who imagined that he had jumped all at once 
out of bed into the middle of the infernal pit. Yet 
fierce and glaring as were the flames around him, he 
felt no sort of pain nor heat, only he heard a boom- 
ing and lashing of the hot billows, as if he had been 
at sea. 

He also heaid all kbda of musical instrumenta, 
which claimed and resounded in a surprising manner, 
though with the he^ of the grand illumination around 
him, he could discover neither the instnmients, nor 
the musicians, nor any orchestra where they were 
placed. Still he ventured not to inquire whence the 
music came, having been warned before-hand to ask 
no needless questionB, and three other demons now 
joined Beelzebub with no very inviting looks. As he 
was descending lower down, there came behind him 
at fidl speed a large stag with vast antlers threaten- 
ing to hurl him into the infernal cavern that yavmed 
below, upon which Faustus shrieked out in the devil's 
name for help, when the three demons turoed sharp 
round and frighted the fierce beaal away. 

The Doctor now hastened to reach the next re- 
gion beneath that he had just left, whose dimensions 
however, he could not ascertain for the vast number 
of flying dragons, snakes, and animals of ail kinds, 
which impeded hia view. One of the oldest and most 
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mischievous of these beasts, came Tampmg and bei' 
lowing towards Beelzebub, as if iatending to upset 
both him and the Doctor, so that with the sudden 
alarm he lost his balance, and was precipitated, with 
hideous outcry and uproar, into one of the deepest 
pits; but luckily before he reached the bottom, a 
large old ape, who happened to be crackii^ hot nuts 
upon a walnut tree, kindly stretched out a paw and 
saved him from perdition. But he had lost his in- 
fernal guide, and there rose so thick a fog from the 
adjacent pools, that it was long before be could see 
his way. 

Suddenly was heard a loud rumbling noise, and 
there issued two huge dragons from the dense clouds 
with a chariot yoked at their tails. It was attended by 
black footmen in flame-coloured hvery, one of whom- 
called out, " Doctor Faustus's coach ; " another let 
down the steps, and the old monkey handed the Doc- 
tor in. It then grew so dark that he could distin- 
guish neither the chariot nor the dragons, though he 
could feel that they went at a devilish hard pace. 
Soon it b^;an to tighten in such a tremendous 
manner, that the Doctor felt his teeth chatter, and 
the more as he heard the sound of a tempestuous sea ; 
and down went the dragons into the vasty deep. 
Still the water was not cold, but rather warm and 
pleasant, though the waves came so heavily over the 
chariot that the Doctor was unfortunately thrown 
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overbotud and went down, leavii^ horses and chariot 
behind him, like a piece of lead. By sinking and 
sinking he sunk into a kind of cavern, where he con- 
trived to stick fast, and sat dripping upon a rock, 
more dead than aKve. There he could see and hew 
nothing but the booming of the water in his ears, 
until tivning his eyes towards the interior, he ob- 
serred a light, and thought to himself, " Which way 
shall I wend, now that these infernal rascals have 
deserted me I whether must I throw, myself down the [ 
cavern here into the water, or die like a fool, fcv my 
pains, where I am V Then mustering his courage, 
though mixed with no small degree of apprehension, 
he made a bold leap into the cave (for he knew he 
was safe until his twenty-four years' bond expired,) 
crying out : " Now, ye little infernal imps, catch me, 
body or soul, he who first can !" at the same time, 
however, he was in huge dismay. He hui no sooner 
said this, than down he went, and such a terrific 
thunder-clap and infernal hurly-burly followed as to 
split the neighbouring stone quarries and mountains. 
When he came near enough to cast anchor at the 
bottom, he found something worth his notice. 

These were the shades of many mighty heathens, 
fierce tuid stately forms of emperors, kings, princes 
and their lords. - Item, Many dozen armies, as if 
ready equipped . for battle. A pool of cold water 
stood near the fire, in which some of them drank 
v5 
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and Borne bathed, thougb such was the intense cold, 
that tliey soon leaped into the fire again. 

Doctor Fau3tus first stepped into the fire, and tried 
to catch one of the danined soula by the hair cÄ his 
head, but just as he imagined he bad got him sale 
between his fingeia, he always slipt through, and 
vanished. Finding it, however, too warn to stay in 
kmg, he was just turning back, when who shouU 
meet him, but Beelzebub with the chair, who in- 
nted äie Doctor to moimt again and set off; soar- 
ing into a higher region, because the sulphur, fitt, 
Bmoke, hail, and heat, and cold tc^ther, wwe n&et 
too much for Fauatus. Besides the bonid noise, 
lam^itation, and swearing of the condemned sottli, 
were beginning to affect his nerves. 

Having now been a good while abs^d from his 
house, his faithful servant well knowing the enand 
which his master was on, began to think he must 
have met with something more than he liked, Ufl 
might be detained there Icuiger than he expected; 
when, just then, in comes Fauatus, borne safely in his 
chair asleep, in which state he was cairied to hie bed. 

When he awoke in the mombg, he lay thinking 
in bed concerning the tragedy he had seen acted 
the night before : he now felt certain there was such 
a place as hdl, for he had been there and seen it 
He was at least no Iwger a sceptic ; though after aU, 
the devil had meiely played him a knavish tiick, de- 
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biding him with a sort of phantaemagorian picture, 
for he had really been admitted into none of his 
diaboUcal mysteries, and as he afterwaids suspected, 
had oqly been tormented with a representation of 
its sufferings, for the sake of adding to his uneasiness, 
by ^ving to avoid them. For, had he really visited 
the genuine Pandemonium, he would not so easily 
have returned home ; and some remarks to the above 
purport were found in one of bis magical books, 
from which, with other MSS. this and other paswges 
of his life have been compiled- 



About the sixteenth year of his bond. Doctor 
Faustus felt a great inclination to travel ; for which 
end he summoned Mepbostopbiles in order to ac- 
oompany him. He came ; and forthwith took the 
shape of a horse, only with tlie addition of wings, 
and with the mildness of a dromedary, he went 
whithersoever his master commanded him. Upon 
his back the Doctor traversed a few countries, to 
wit, Eastland, Paimonia, Germany, Bohemia, Silesia, 
Saxony, Meizen, Deuringen, Frankland, Swalna, 
Beirland, Lultow, Lyfland, Prussia, Muscovy, Fries- 
land, Holland, Weslj^alia, Zieland, Brabant, Flan- 
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ders, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Poland, Hungary, and 
&om the last place, back to Deuringen. 

He was three weeks and four days away ; and 
did not see near so much as be had expected, which 
induced him to retrace his steps until he came to 
the city of Trier. And there he met with notlun^ 
very interesting ; there was a wonderful palace, cu- 
riously cODBtnicted of bakstone, and so compact and 
strong as to stand in fear of no enemy. 

Well! he saw the church too, where brother 
Shnon and the Bishop Papa lay buried, and which 
was built of immense lai^ stones, admirably knit 
together. 

Next he arrived in Paris, a city in France, where 
the great schools, the disputations, and museums ' 
pleased him well. From there he proceeded to 
Hentz, where the river Main falls into the Rhine ; 
be did hot tarry long, but went to Campagnia in the 
state of Neapoh, in which he found many churches 
and monasteries all very lofty, and beautiful houses, 
that excited his admiration. There was also a mag- 
nificent casde, which surpassed all others in Italy, 
for ^e number of its halls and towers, and the 
sjdendouT of its decorations. Near it lay Mount 
Vestius (Vesuvius) covered with vine gardens, olive 
trees, and other-firugiferous plants, delightful to the 
taste. He next bethought him of Venice, and was 
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qaite surprised to see so proud a city lying in the 
midst of the sea, and crowded wiüi a forest of sails 
which brought merchandize from far eastern lands 
to barter with all the world. It was moreover 
adorned with'noble tein[des and towers, whose foun- 
dations were in the deep, where Adria is wedded to 
the Doge. f 

Thence he visited the learned city of Padua, to 
hear what was disputing in the schools; and he saw 
three double hanging towers, and dolphins spouting 
up water; besides a grand cathedral and a council 
hall as beautiful as any in the world. There too is 
Saint Antony's church, whose grandeur equals any 
other in all Italy. Joumeyii^ forwards, he reached 
Rome, whose city is watered by a river called 
Tiberius, and on the side of the river there stand the 
seven mountains ; it bath also, eleven gates, and a 
hill named Vatican, where heth the tomb of St. 
Peter, and near it is seen the palace of the Pope, 
very splendid, with a pleasure court alt round about. 
Next to it is the church of Üie Lateran, wherein is 
seen the beauty of all holiness, and it is called 
the apostoUclc church, whence it is the most ce- 
lebrated throughout the whole Christian world. Here 
too, were to be seen the ruins of many heathen 
temples, more awful and numerous than we can 
describe. After having long contemjdated these, - 
Doctor Paustus approached the Pope's palace, first 
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r^ideriog himgelf iunsible, by whkh means he paswtt 
more agreeably tiirough a throng of officers and cour- 
tiers. As be drew nigh, he could not help expreaaing 
bia wCMidsr to Mephoatophilea, at the |;ffodigioiu 
pomp and pride in which his Hdiness sat arrayed : 
" Ah, Mephostophilea," he cried, " why could not 
the devil make me a Pope I" Nerer before had Doctor 
Faustus seen any thing equal to the courteous pride 
and magnificence of aucb a scene, added to alt the 
bold and UcentüuB practices exhibited in the lives 
of the Pope, and his conclave of pinces and prelates, 
whose excessive ambiance, luxury, incontiaence and 
gambling, quite surpassed his belief. He exdaimed, 
" Oh, Mephostopbiles 1 I thought 1 vfaa the devil's 
own child, but he 1 he leaves me far behind I" And 
indeed he fdt so much inta^sted, and had heard 
so much of Rome, that he remained ia?isible during 
the next three days, in the Pope's palace, ammsing 
hhnself with his magical triclcB. So greatly was be 
taken up with them, that he forgot either to eat or 
drink during the whole time, always taking his in- 
visible station right opposite to his Holiness. One 
day, as he was thus standing, the Pope had occasion 
to draw the figure of a cross, and in the instant 
Doctor Faustus a[q)eared, staring him close in the 
face. The Doctor b^an to lau^, so as to be heard 
by every one in the hall. Then he would begin to 
squeak and to cry, and enjoyed to see Üiem all 
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puzzled to Imow vhat it could mean. But 1ib HoU- 
nesB auured his attendants, that it was a coDdemned 
soul praying for lemiseioa of its sins. 

As this happened during dinner, and the last 
course was now coming in, the Doctor, beginning to 
bei very hungry, stretched out hb hands, upon which 
the dishes flew towards him, and he and his demon 
dis^tpeared widi them together. They then took 
their station upon the top of Mount Capitolium, 
where they dined with no little zest. Thence the 
Dec^H shortly despatched his dnnon to fetch him 
some of the Pope's best wine, bidding hhn at the 
same tinie not to forget some silver bowls and 
spoons. No sooner was his Holiness aware of the 
fiKtent of these thefts, than he commanded {HiLyeis 
and masses for the danmed soul to be o&red up 
during the vriiole ni^t; which, however, did not 
pievent the Doctor's feasting and tij^ling M his 
Ht^neis's expence. The church plate and other ar- 
ticles which he thus purloined, were discovered ia 
the Doctor's possession, aOer his death. 

FeeUng at length quite refreshed, Fsustus once 
more took flight with his demon, and alighted next 
at Milan, which appeared to him a pleasant and 
healthy abode, being much cwiet than many other 
l^es in Italy. He was delisted with the fine 
rivers, the noble temples and other edifices, such as 
the great CBi^e, and the hotel of the eleven lovely 
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women. His next visit was to Florence, where 
amidat all the wonderful products both of nature aod 
of art, he most admired the beautiliil scene of St. 
Mary's garden, the grand ornaments of the castle 
church, and the grand marble doors over the en- 
trance gates, which exhibit copper .engravings ihmi 
the history of the Old >and New Testament. The 
vrme too produced there he thought excellent, no 
less than the skill which the inhabitants displayed 
berth in the arts and in commerce. 

Thence he proceeded to Lyons, a city lying- be- 
tween two mountains in Frankland; begirt also "with 
two rivers, and boasting a cathedral surpassing any 
other of the kind. From here he took wing to Kiel, 
where he saw what is termed the high canon church, 
within which it is said, that the remains of the three - 
kings who hailed the star of Christ, are interred. 
" Oh, you good men," cried Doctor Faustus, when 
he heard this, " how have you contrived, since 
you were bom at Palestine, to have moved to Beth- 
lehem? Were your bodies, I wonder, thrown into the 
sea, and has the great Rhine caught them in his 
course, and brought them up to Kiel on purpose to 
be buried?" There too, he saw St. Ursula's tomb 
with seventy one thousand virgins. 

The beauty of the women made a great impres- 
sion upon him. Going a little farther he reached the 
city of Aken, belonging to the emperoi, where he 
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saw the grand marble temple firet founded by Charle- 
magne, in order that his aucceasors m^ht there as- 
sume with greater niE^ificence, the imperial crown. 
He next touched Ht Geneva in Savoy, not far from 
Swisseriand, where he again met with very fine wine, 
for there was a certain bishop there celebrated for his 
taste. He also sojourned some time at Baale in 
Swisserland, where the Rhine flows through the c% 
which his demon, informed him was called after a 
basilisk, which' had once its dwelling there. Many 
old rivers and fruitful land were seen around, besides 
its grand ' university and its single cloister. Con- 
stance was the next place he came to, where he ad- 
mired the beautiful bridge across the Rhine, and 
which his demon informed him was called after the 
city of Constantinople. 

- Next he alighted at Ulm, where he was greatly 
pleased with the parish church of St. Martin's, a 
very magnificent building, begun in the year 1377, 
and which conttuns fifty-two altars, besides a beau- 
tiful chapel for the sacrament attached to it. As 
Doctor Paustus was now preparing to proceed far- 
ther, his demon turning towards him said : " Let us 
pass over the castle and episcopal city of Hurtz- 
buigh, where there are so many orders of minor 
friars, of St. Benedict, St. Stephen, and other 
saints, till we arrive at Nuremburgh. This city you 
must know has borrowed its name from Claudius 
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Tiberius Nero, and ia &e church of St. Lawiesce is 
pieserred the mantle, the sword, the sceptre, and 
crown of Charlemagne. A beautiful golden fountain 
adorns the market-^dace, where it ia said that the 
spear which pierced our Saviour's side is now jse- 
■erred along with a piece of the HtJy Cross. Ia 
this there are no less than fire hundred and twenty- 
eight streets, six magnificent gates, two smaller ones, 
four towers, eleven atone bridges, twelve hills, tea 
large market-places, thirteen baths, ten churches, 
and as many preachers, besides other rare and stq- 
pendous works." 

Next morning on his arriral at Augsbu^^, Fau»- 
tns enquired of his demon the whole history of th« 
city and from whom it took its name T " It had six 
names," repUed Mephostophiles, " before'it received 
th« last from Augustus Octavianus." The Doctor 
Ukewise put the same questions to him respecting 
R^ensbu^ and the other places through which h« 
travelled, being always inquisitive to hear something 
new. Shortly he extended his tour as &i as Con- 
stantinople, a city which was named after the great 
Emperor Constantine. From its grand towers and 
palaces, it may well deserve to be called a new 
Rome, and lies pleasantly upon the side of the sea. 
Doctor Fanstus spent several days in admiring the 
grand Sultan's sera^o, and his exceeding pomp ami 
power. One evening as his TuAidi majasty waa 
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eojoyiBg his repast, the Etootor pkyed off me of hta 
(dd tiiclu, and sudden^ th« haJl of state appewed as 
if in a blaze of fire, so that every oqe ran in a great 
hurry to eAin^sh the Sames, while or^hend ii 
began to thunder and lights vn an aatosiahii^ man? 
ner. At the same time he bedevilled the Sultan in 
such a Tay that be could neither rise from his seat, 
noi be carried out of the pl^ce, which sh«De tar 
more brightly than if it had been high nocm. Then 
the Doctor made his appearance before the Sultan, 
arrayed like the Pope hinueir, and thus apoke : " All 
hail, great Sultwi, who hast beok found worUiy the« 
even I, your own Mahomet, have made myself visiUe 
to yoa\" Having pronouMced which words be as 
suddenly disappeared. Such was the fotce of the 
enchantment that the Sultan fell upon his knees, and 
devoutly cried out to Mahomet, {»aiung and thanking 
him for having deigned to appear to him. The cut 
suing rooming Doctor Paustus paid a visit to the 
Sultan's soraglio, where no one besides the guards 
are permitted to appear, in the presence of his beau- 
tiftil wives, and ladies of all eountries, who are there 
imprisoned to suit his choice. But the Doctor threw 
the whole apartments into so thick a mist, that he 
himself, in the shape of the Prophet, along widi 
his demon, coidd not be perceived. Here he con- 
tinued to amuse himself during six days, which to- 
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gether with the mist so much puzzled the Sultan, 
that fae commanded fonnal prayers and ceremonies 
to 'be offered up to dear the atmosphere in all his 
mosques. Meanwhile the Doctor, in excellent hu- 
mour, was partaking of every pleasure which the world 
could afford; When weary of amusing himself at 
the Sultan's espence, he flew aloft in his Popish 
habiliments, high above the seraglio, so as to be seen 
by all below. After he had taken himself clear 
away, and the fc^ bad somewhat dispersed, the Great 
Tuik -ventured -to make his appearance, and then 
summoning the whole of his ladies together, be very 
anxiously enquired what could be the meaning that 
his ser^lio had been so long lost in a fog ? At this 
they one and all assured him that the great Prophet 
Mahomet had appeared to them and commanding 
them to submit to his wishes, had declared that in 
future a more lofty uid heroic race would thence 
appear upon the theatre of the world. The Sultan 
took this in the light of a great compliment bestowed 
upon him, but his Muftis would have had him not 
to give ear to it, maintaining that Mahomet had 
nothing to do in the business, but that it was a spirit. 
The ladies replied, that whether be were a spirit 
or no, he had conducted himself in a very frioidly 
and agreeable manner, while with them. These 
.different versions of the stwy puzzled the Sultan a 
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good deftl, and ftfter all his- enquiries and consul- 
tations, he still remained in great perplexity as to 
what he ought to think of it. 

Doctor Faustus meanwhile was pursuing his way 
to the capital Alcaiio ; die same which was fonueriy 
called Memphis, and also Chackam, where the 
Egyptian Sultan holds his court, and where flows 
the mighty stream, which overleaping its channels 
fertilizeB the whole land. Thence he winged his way 
easterly, and again towards the west until he came 
to the city of Osen, in the royal state of Hungary, 
which same is a very fruitful city, as it contains a 
pool of water which produces gold and silver, and all 
Icinds of metal. This Hungarian city is defended by 
a powerful castle, and ornamented with other noble 
works. The Doctor next visited Meedenbui^h, and 
touched at Lübeck, in Saxony. The former is an 
episcopal see, and it is said to be in possession of one 
of the vessels in which our Saviour chained the water 
into wine. Lübeck is also a biahoprick in Saxony. 
From this last he went to Eifurth, where there is an 
university, and trom Erfurth, he bent his way 
back to Wittenburgh. Though he had beeu absent 
only just half a year, he had seen a great variety 
o^ prospects, and studied the maimers of different 
countries. 
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While at Wittenbui^ in the month of August, there 
blew a great huiricane, attended with much thunder 
and lightning, aß Doctor Faustus was standing' is 
themarket-[dace with several other physician». Theee 
last took occasion to inquire into the cause of this 
sudden tempest ; to which the Doctor lephed, " Such 
a tempest is not always accompanied by the same 
dgns ; but when the wind has long been up, the 
clouds of heaven are driven together, and instead of 
thimder, they sometimes hurst in floods of rain. And 
about the time that Üie tempest begins to gath^ 
most strength, the spirits of the air mingle in the 
lower sphere, and encountering each othei from the 
four quarters of the worid with fierce strife, such is 
the echo of the shocl( that we term it thunder. But 
when the wind is too powerful, the thunder can in no 
way get vent, and if it could so escape, it would be 
borne upwards according to the direction in which 
the wind most fiercely blows. Because from that side 
the tempest begins to rise, and in the same way we 
perceive that it more frequently comes from the south, 
than from thfe west, the north, or the east" 
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It bo happened that the Emperor Chiles, attended 
by hU whcde court had occasion to visit Yksbruck, 
at the time that Doctor Fauatus was staying there. 
The latter being acquainted with several of the free 
kwds and othen of the place, for whose pastime he 
bad exhibited difierent feata of his art, was invited 
by them to court The emperor hearii^ he was 
there, inquired what sort of a peraon^e he was. 
When informed tiiat bis name was Doctor Faustua, 
one day after dinner, during the summer, he sent for . 
him into his cabinet, and inquired whether he were 
really so well versed in the black art as fame gave 
out, and had broi^t a tamiliar spirit under bis com- 
Bland ? That in such case he, the Emperor, would be 
^ad to Bee him exhibit some proof of his skill, and 
moreover required him so to do in respect to his impe- 
rial crown, which might otherwise endanger the Doc- 
tor's safety. Upon this, Faustus entreated his majesty 
in the mrat humble manner, as if he wished to excuse 
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bimself. " Now hear me once for all," exclaimed the 
Emperor; " I have often wished to learn how some of 
my great predecessors achieved such wonderful feats, 
and arrived at such a pitch of fortune and Teoown, 
in particular respecting the great Alexander of Ma- 
cedon; that bright star of heroism, and example of 
true royalty, as we read in history. He it was who 
amassed such great wealth, power, and dominion, as 
to throw his successors, and me and my sue- 
cesaora, all into the shade. It is therefore my de- 
sire that you should forthwith summon from the 
shades, into my presence, the forms of this fa- 
mous Alexander, and his queen, just as they once 
appeared in their regal attire ; and I will then heUeve 
that you are an experienced master of your art?" 
" Most gracious sovereign," replied Faustus, " I am 
well prepared, and also delighted to think of gratify- 
ing your imperial majesty in this matter. The 
ancient forms of the great Alexander and his queen 
shall present themselves in as imposing a maimer as 
my art will admit. Yet though their image will ap- 
pear clearly to view, I must acquaint your majesty 
that their bodies have not really risen Irom the dead, 
because that would be quite impossible.. There are, 
however, a few old experienced spirits, who have often 
seen Alexander and his queeo, and who possess the 
power of assuming their forms, which your majesty 
shall soon perceive." Having said this, Doctor Faus.< 
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tug left the Emperor's apartment in order to coneult 
with his demon Mephostophilea. After a little vhile 
fae again returned to the Emperor, and acquainted 
him that he could execute what he had undertaken 
upon one condition ; that his majesty would be 
pleased to ask no questions, nor even speak, during 
the whole scene. 

The Doctor then opened the door, and ushered 
in Alexander the Great arrayed exactly in the same 
uniform, air, and character as he had exhibited 
during bis life-time. He was a thick set, but well 
shaped man, with red beard and complexion, and 
sharp fiery eyes like a basilisk's. He marched into 
the room in full dress, and armed from top to toe. 
Advancing courteously towards the £mperor, be made 
him a profound obeisance, on which the Emperor 
rose and offered to embrace him ; but the Doctor 
woidd not permit it. After Alexander had walked 
roimd the Emperor a few times, he turned towards 
.the door, when the Queen made her appearance, and 
also saluted the Emperor with a low courtesy. She 
wore a blue dress, richly ornamented with pearls and 
precious stones. Her complexion was extremely de- 
licate, being of a mingled rose and milk colour; her 
look was thoughtful, and her face and person were' 
altogether graceful and beautifiil. While gazing in- 
tently upon them both, the Emperor thought to him- 
self: Now I have seen two beings whom I have long 
VOL. I. 4 
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wished to behold, and h is impoesible bat tliat it id 
leaBy >o, if the spirit he spake of has changed him- 
self into such a form , like the woman of Endor who 
rused the Prophet Samuel from the >lead. 

And in order more fully to convince himself thaC 
such was the &ct, the Emperor farther c<»iBidered 
within himself: Now I recollect to have read, that 
this same mirror of chtralry and royalty had some- 
thing of a twist in his neck ; upon which he ap- 
proached neareTtohkn,aiid perceived that he actually 
had B kind of twist; with a wart on his neck, so 
that having satisfied himself upon this point, directly 
afterwards his unearthly visitants disappeared. 



When the Doctor had thus, as we have said, so 
greatly entertained the Emperor in the manner he so 
much wished, towards evening he began to amuse 
himself with watching the courtiers as they went 
backwards and forwaids to the royal table, first in 
and then out. While thus employed he perceived 
one of the knights lying fast asleep under a window 
place to breathe as much air as he could, because the 
day was exceedingly hot. But I shall not mention 
his name, as he is now dead, and was besides a free- 
born gentleman, which had the effect of turning the 
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^venture tato greater lidicnle. His fiunilisr demon 
Hepliost(q>hiks had a particular hand ia this mcked 
dehisioo, for he caused a huge branch of honis to 
■pring out of bis forehead as he lay asleep in the 
window-place. After noddii^ his head a few time«, 
the poor knight, began to rub his eyes to the infinite 
diversion of the spectatora, and at last feeling the 
horns, he awakened in a great flight. For the window 
having been closed, he could get his sntJeis neither 
backwards nor fnwards, which the Emperor perceiv- 
mg began to lau^; while all bis attendsnts were 
equally amused at witnessing his curious efforts to 
extricate himself. The whole court soon gathered 
round, some mockii^, and some compassionating 
him, but few being able to refrain from laughter until 
it pleased Doctor Faustua to release the poor knight 
from his perilous enchantment, and take bis depar- 
ture thence. 



After Doctor Faustus had taken his leave of the 
court, where every one had sought to shew him honor 
afW the example of the Emperor, the Kni^t and 
his Mends began to scheme how they mi^t trick' 
him in his turn. He had scarcely proceeded half a 
mile upon his journey before he perceived seven horse- 
men make their appearance from an dd wood, at. 
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vhose head rode the Knight, who had home th« 
stag's antlers on his forehead. As the Doctor drew 
nigh, they raised their hands in a threatening ges- 
ture, and spurred towards him at speed, on seeing 
which he rode away as if to conceal himself in a small 
clump of trees not lar off. Emboldeoed by bis re- 
treat, they were proceeding to surround him, when 
suddenly the place appeared filled with armed knights 
with spears in rest, all ready to run a tilt. At this 
sight the Knight and his comrades turned their horses 
heads, and spurred as hard the other way. But th^ 
full speed availed them nothing, for in a few moments 
they found themselves surrounded by a troop of fien» 
looldng men to whom they were glad to surrender, 
and solicit the Doctor's mercy. 

Upon this the great magician granted them quar- 
ter, though not without the conditions of making eacli 
of them wear a pair of horns for the space of a month 
afterwards, while their steeds were graced during the 
same period with those of bullocks to the no small 
armoyance of the grooms, as a mark of the Doctor's 
displeasure. And this last punishment took such an 
effect upon the Knight's imagination, that he quite 
lost his couri^, and was no longer fit for active ser- 
vice. At the same time, the noise of the affair at 
court served to spread the Doctor's reputation, and 
he began to be held in great awe by the kuigfats and 
squires. 
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It next happened that the Doctor was joumeyii^ to- 
wards the city of Gotha, where he had to transact 
some buainesa. This was in the pleasant month o( 
June, when the countrymen were all busily employed 
in getting in their hay- As he drew near with some 
of his companions towards the city gates, being ra- 
ther merry with wine, he saw a simple looking peasant, 
whistling his team jolhly along. I will make thee 
change that tune, thought Doctor Faustus, I like not 
to see a boor bo heartily merry. Hereupon he threw 
himself into the man's way, and crossed him which ever 
way he attempted to pass, until the poor fellow after 
Bome trials, seeii^ into bis malice, began to grow 
angry, exclaiming : " Wilt not go neither on one side 
nor th' other. What would be at?" Doctor Faus- 
tus, having already drunk rather too much, made 
him tliis answer. " Now I shall see whether you 
are to make way for me, or I for you." The boor 
hearing these words began to wax wroth, and threat- 
ened the Doctor hard, if he were not allowed to pass. 
" What, thou boor," retorted the Doctor, " dost thou 
dale to scoff at me ? for a little more 1 would devour 
thy waggon, horses, and hay and all." " Do that," 
replied the man, " as soon as thou wilt ; if it pleases 
thee, it pleases me well, eat and be d — ned." So 
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forthwith the Doctor began to mistity and delude the 
poor man's senses in such a way, that he imagined 
the Doctor grew as high as a church steeple. And 
first he laid his hands upon Üie horses, and next upon 
the wa^on and hay, all which seemed to disappear, 
taster than a man takes his meat, down the giant's 
wide and ponderous jawi. 'At this sight, the poor 
waggoner uttered a dreadful howl, and ran half out 
of his wits to the house of the Bui^master, where 
he related the dreadful event in piteous lamentations 
and dismay. The Burgomaster ran along with his 
officers, as fast as possible to the spot, curious to be- 
hold so strange a scene. On reaching the place, 
howcyer, what was the poor waggoner's surprize, to 
find his load of hay, and team of horses standing very 
quietly at th? city gates where he had stopped them. 



It used to be an old saying that the conjuror, " charm 
he never so wisely," for th« year together, was never 
half a stiver richer in the worid for his pains. Now 
Doctor Faustus began to experience the truth of this, 
inasmuch as the grand promises made by his demon 
in their first contract were mere bubUes, well worthy 
of their proprietor — a liar and the father of lies. For 
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lie Jiad led the Doctm: to beliere that he was com- 
pelled into his service and oveiTeached by him, so that 
vast riches would flow ia upon him. Four yean of hit 
demon's apprentice^ip had yet to run, though he wai 
still not a whit the richei, either in gold or goods for 
all that Mephostophilei had done. It was agreed 
tikewise that he was to partake only of the best fare 
that could be obtained at prince's courts wheresoeTer 
he should travel, as we have already seen. On this 
Mconnt, he had held a variety of disputations with his 
bmiUar demon, which generally ended, however, by 
his inviting some boon companions to come and ban- 
quet with him. At length, finding himself in want 
of ready cash, he was compelled to apply to a certain 
Jew, with whom in the first instance, he agreed for 
sixty dtJlars which he promised tj) return in the space 
of one month. This being expired, Üie Jew went to 
demand his dcdlars with the interest ^ich was be- 
come due, when the Doctta replied to his appUcation 
aafc^ws; " Jew! I have no money; and I have 
no means, just now, of procurii^ any. However, if 
you are willing to accept good security, I think we 
can come to terms. I will give you either an am or 
a leg, which ever shall best please you, and which 
shall be made over to you as a pledge or mortgage ; 
äiough under this one condition: that as soon as I 
shall have the money forthcoming, you will be pre- 
pared to restore to me my leg." Now the Jew, bdngf 
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naturally every good Christian's enemy, thought to 
himself: I am glad of this, but he must be a most 
singular genius to think of pawning me his life and 
blood for the sake of money; what can 1 do with 
such security as this ? But meanwhile. Doctor Faus^ 
tus taking out a saw was very leisurely sawing off his 
1^, which he handed to the Jew (though it waa all 
mere illusion) repeating the same condition, that he 
was to return it the moment he should obtain the 
money, as he the Doctor knew how to set it in its 
place again. So the Jew not a little pleased with bis 
contract, marched off with the Doctor's leg. When 
he had kept it, however, a short time he began to 
think : What shall I do with this rogue of a Christian's 
limb ? if I cany it about with me, I shall be poisoned 
with the stench, besides its being of no farther use to 
him when he shall want it, however good a security ; 
for what more could he give ? Being at length quite 
puzzled in which way to act for the best, one day a» 
he waa crossing over a bridge, weary with calculating 
pro et contra, he threw the Doctor's leg into the 
water, and thought himself well rid of it. Doctor 
Faustus ftdly aware of what had passed, sent notice 
to the Jew three days »forwards, that he was ready 
to repay hun the money. The latter now repented 
diat he had been so hasty, but he went. The first 
question put by the Doctor was, what he had done 
with his pledge. " What have I done!" replied the 
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Jew. " What could I do with it ! it was of no use, 
and I threw it away." The Doctor on hearing this, 
took the Jew roundly to task, declaring that he must 
have his leg again, come what would ; or that he, the 
Jew, must look to the consequences. Alaimed at the 
violence of the Doctor's threats, the unlucky Israelite 
at length, consented to adjust the matter by farther 
advanciag siicty dollars, in order to avoid the tenors 
of the law. 



In like manner Üie Doctor succeeded in imposing 
upon a horse dealer at an annual fair ; where a num- 
ber of merchants and other chapmen used to resort. 
For he appeared ridii^ into the place upon a hand- 
some and richly caparisoned steed, which brought the 
most cunning jockeys all about him, and at last he 
agreed with one to sell the noble-looking animal for 
fourteen "guineas. At the same time he cautioned 
the dealer how he ventiaed to tide him to water, as 
he was a very tickle beast. This only put the jockey 
upon his metde, and when the Doctor had adjourned 
to the ion, he mounted and rode him to the water 
side, which he had no sooner reached, before the 
good steed disappeared from under, leaving the poor 
fellow in the pool, astride of a saddle of straw, gazing 
round in equal tenor and surprize. On recovering 
«5 
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himself, however, and thinking of his bargain, he 
hastened as fast as he could into the inn, to find 
Doctor FauBtuB, though not kaowing whether he was 
dreaming or awake. He was directed into the Doc- 
tor's room, where he found him lying fast asleep. Me 
slept so soundly that the dealer perceiving he did not 
offer to rise when he spoke to him, took him by 
the foot, and giving him a gentle pull, was surprized 
to find the Doctor's leg hanging in his hand. He 
uttered a cry of horror, and at the same moment 
Doctor FauBtus jumped up and began to cry muider 
as loud as he could. The man, without venturing 
to ask for his money, flung the leg upon the taUe 
and ran out of the place, thinking himself happy to 
escape the gallows. In this way Doctor Faustut 
pocketed another sum of money. 



His money, however, was all ipent before he reached 
the city of Zwickau, where he was hospitably enter- 
tained by the m^istrates. Having an eye to morCt 
as he walking out in the evenii^ he met another wag- 
goner driving along his team, of whom he enquired 
bow much he would ask for as much of his hay u 
he, the Doctor, liked to eat. The man replied that 
for half a stiver be should have as much as be 



u.g.t.r6=.i. Google 



DOCTOR FAUSTU9. 347 

pleased, believing that the whole was a mere jest. 
Bat suddenly the Doctor appeared to be derouring 
the whole concern, whh so hearty an appetite as to 
excite the wonder of all the spectators. When he 
had finished about half his meal, the poor waggoner, 
alarmed lest the remainder should share the same 
fate, cried out lustily for mercy, and offered to com- 
pmmise with the Doctor ; enqniring in his turn how 
mueb he would take to give up bis ba^ain, and leave 
him the hay. At the same time he offered the 
Doctor a gold piece, which the latter put into his 
poclcet, and permitted the man to drive away. By 
the time he reached the end of his journey, be found 
on coming to uidoad, that the whole of his hay was 
th^re ; tot the delusiwi which the Doctor bad raised 
was vanished. 



Ohb day at Wittenburg, there was a disputation 
held befOTe the Doctor's house between seven stu< 
dents against fire. During the heat of the argument 
it came into the Doctor's head to play thera a trick, 
and forthwith he cast such a mist before their eyes, 
that no longer able to distinguish their opponents, 
they grew more and more angry, until at length irom 
wnds tbey ceme to Mows, which sotm biougfat a 
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crowd of spectators aiound them, not a little amused 
at the scene. So completely, indeed, had the ma- 
licious conjuror deluded theii senses, that they fought 
and reeled like drunken men. But as this novel 
argumentum ad kominem, appeared to be coming no 
nearer to a conclusion than that of their tonnes, the 
apectators were at length obliged to interfere, and the 
poor deluded students were each of them conducted 
to their homes, where on their animal they recovered 
their senses and their sig^t. 



Another day, as the Doctor was reding; hin«elf at 
a certain publican's, where a number of peasants were 
assembled who were likewise making merry, he said 
that they amazed him, and ordered them to make 
less noise. So far, however, from obeying, they 
began to sing and shout, and hoot, and whistle 
louder than before. Upon this the Doctor obserred 
to his companion : " Now maik ye ; I will soon stop 
their whistles, in a way which they httle eipect" 
So Bccoidingly just as the poor fellows were in the 
middle of a loud chorus, they came to a halt as sud- 
denly as if they had been ga^;ed, each staring at his 
companion with his jaws extended, without power to 
utter a word. No longer able to distinguish one 
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another, they rose up and separated one by one, only 
intent upon getting out of the place as fast aa pos- 
sible. And no sooner were they fairiy rid of it, and 
proceeding upon their way, than they recovered the 
use of their speech and again recognized one another, 
happy to escape home a^in with no other detri- 
ment, except the fnght. 



Once upon a time, in the month of January, Doctor 
Faustus had occasion to go to the court of the P^nce 
of Anhal^ who shewed him all kind of hospitality 
and kindness. While seated at table, he remarked 
that the princess looked very thoughtful and melan- 
choly. On this account as soon as the cloth was 
removed, the Doctor said: "My gracious lady, I 
have always understood' that gentlewomen of your 
melancholy temperament, required some strange and 
novel sights to beguile tedious thoughts. I would 
entreat of your Highness to acquaint me what kind 
of amusement mig^t chance to prove most acceptable 
to you." The Princess made answer : " My, good 
Doctor, I will not pretend to disguise from you, that 
about the middle of last winter I indulged a great wish 
to partake of some fresh summer fruit and äowers, and 
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DOW I again beg;m to wiati that they were Eoine." 
Doctor Faustns replied : " I can easily gratify your 
HighnesB in this leipect ; for in another half hour 
you shall be presented with as much of both a> 
heart could wish." As he said this he threw up the 
window, and placing two silver dishes outside, be 
again resumed his aeat. When the time was come 
he went to the window, and brought with him the 
silver dishes which he laid upon 'the table. How 
great was the Princess's joy ! for one of them was 
heaped up with beautifiil white and blue plums, and 
the other full of apples aud pears ; both wreatiied 
with the most odoriferous flowers, stiU wet with the 
morning dew. Presenting them to the Princess, he 
said : " You see, your Highness need not be afraid 
to eat, they are just arrived from a warm and mellow 
clime, where the summer is but now upoa the wane." 
The Princess took some and relished them ex- 
tranely, though she could scarcely restrain her won- 
der at beholding them ; while the Prince obsemig 
her curiosity, boldly asked the Doctor how he had 
brought it to pass ? The Doctor answered him very 
courteously : " My gracious lord, you must know 
that the year is divided between two portions of the 
woAä, as in two circles, so that when it is here 
winter, it is summer in another part; because the 
faeaveni are round, end the sun hat now arrived at 
his perheUon m that quarter. Fw the same teatoa 
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we hare now only short days, and bleak ninter all 
around. But it is not ao in the east and the west, 
as in Zaba, where the aummer is now in fiill glow, 
and where two fruit seasons load the year. Our 
night here is their daylight ; for the great sun is gone 
down below this part of the earth. Yet the vast 
ocean lies higher in the world, and were it not obe- 
dient to the supreme commEuid, it would in an in- 
Btant engulph the earth upon which we now stand. 
It was to one of those far lands, my gracious Prince, 
that I just now dispatched my famihar demon, who 
to give the imp his due, is a pretty swift-footed spirit, 
and he can moreorer assume any other form he 
pleases. He it was who brought your gracious con- 
sort the dish of fruit at my particular command." 

Both these royal personages listened to the Doc- 
t^B words with exclamations of wonder, and were 
greatly delighted at his answering them so frankly a 
number of other curious questions. 



VNDBBVOOE 1 



Ab Doctor Faustus was preparing to take his leave 
ttf this court, he said to the Prince: " If your High- 
ness would grant me the honor of your company as 
iar as the city gates, I think I could shew you a 
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castle which has been erect«d for your Highness'« 
service during the last night." Greatly surprized at 
these words, the Prince consents to accompany hint, 
Intended also by the Princess and other ladies and 
lords of the court. When they had arrived outside 
the gates, they beheld upon a mountain which is 
called the Rombuddel, a very beautiful castle in the 
distance, solely the work of this great magician's 
hand. He then entreated that their Highnesses 
would allow him to conduct them thither, and ex- 
hibit it more narrowly, to which they easily con- 
sented. This castle was so wondrously wrought by 
power of magic, as to be quite surrounded by a deep 
take, in which were all kinds of fish, and water-fowl, 
such as swans, wild ducks, &c. foiming alh^ther a 
a most novel and enchanting spectacle. 

From the surface of this beautiful lake, there rose 
five lofty towers, with two grand gates enclosing a 
vast court, wherein were found every variety of 
animals almost unknown to Germany, such as 
apes, butfaloes, bears, and other ' foreign species. 
Birds too of the most varied song and colour were 
seen flitting from tree to tree. When the party had 
beheld all these rarities, the Doctor shewed them into 
the castle, and invited them to sit down to a repast, 
consisting of all kinds of delicacies, and the most 
choice wines in the world. Numerous courses were 
served up to table on the Pope's plate of gold and 
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mlVei, by a crowd of domesticB at whose head was 
Wagenar; aiTordiDg the richest choice alike in 
stewed, in boiled, and roasted, of flesh, of fish, and 
of game. 

In particular the turbot and the venison were 
esteemed most exquisite, or Excelled only by the 
flarouT of the rarest wines. These last were chiefly 
Rhenish, Spanish, French, Russian, Malaga, &c. 
beides some of a more delicate kind, amountii^ 
to more than a hundred varieties. Such indeed was 
the abundance and splendor of this festival, as to 
call fOTlh the liveliest expressions of gratitude from 
the Prince, whom the Doctor conducted back to his 
palace in the same splendid style, flattering himself 
tiiat he had never before enjoyed so luxurious a ban- 
quet. But he had hardly reached his own courts 
when the whole castle on the hdl blew up, and 
disappeared amidst clouds of flame. 

After the conclusion of this splendid scene. 
Doctor FaustuB waited upon the Prince to take final 
leare, who then presented him with several hundred 
dollars, and they parted. 



Havino thus taken his departure from court, the 
Doctor began to wish for more merry company with 
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his old coUege companionB, Eind he aext repaired to 
Wittemburg. It beii^ fast-day eve, he resolved to 
di^^ise himself asBacchus, and many of the students 
went to see him. After tliey had feasted together for 
a ^ile, being desirous of witnessing some of hii new 
bacchanalian tricks, he persuaded them to go with him 
and pay_^a visit to a certain wine cellar, where he 
would |H«Bent them with something better than they 
ever tasted in their lives ; and they should no longer 
envy the nectar of Homer's gods. 

The collegians did not require much persuasion, 
and Faustos seizing a ladd« that lay in htg court, 
and exclaiming; " With this we heroes erf Bacchus wiH 
sc^ the Bishop's cellars;" he ranged the students m 
either side of it, while seating himself in the middle, 
they bwe him in triumph to the platw of ambnsh. 
Ilie same night diey made their attack, and succeed- 
ing in eflecting a breach, they boldly let down the 
ladder, and descended into the Bishop's wine vaults, 
where they found a colleclian of the choicest kinds. 
The Doctor presided while they filled their cups, tasting 
and guaging the different vats with the expertness of 
an exciseman. They seated themselves round a joint 
stool, trimmed their lamp, and were beginning to 
make »ery merry when the door opened, and the 
bishop's butler made his appearance. But the Doc- 
tor was prepared for him, and seizing him by the 
hair, he draped hira into the cellaia, just as be be- 
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gan to cry, Üiieves 1 thieves I There they bound him 
hand asd ibot, and leating him upon One of hi« own 
Tata they drank to the good Bishop'a health, cruelly 
compelling him ta witness their depredations upon 
some of his most favorite wines. When they had all 
caroused to their hearts' content they broke up, carry- 
ing the poor butler along with them ; first, hoisting 
him up the ladder, and next binding bim across it. 
In this way they proceeded home again, until per- 
ceiving a high tree at a little distance, for it was 
moonlight, the Doctor commanded the whole party 
to halt. Here the unhappy butler, supposing that he 
waa going to be hanged, uttered the most pteous la^ 
mentations, which quite moved the heart of stwne of 
the coll^ans, who began to int«x%de in his behalf. 
" Nay," quoth the Doctor, " we mait hoist him up, he 
muat swing in the tree, howbeit, he may save his 
life, if he please ; but mount him up there upon the 
ladder, and leave him among the branches to shift 
for himself." This being done to tie unlucky butler's 
infinite alarm and reluctance, they pulled the ladder 
down again, and with shouts of bacchanalian triumph 
bent their course home. There the Doctor after- 
wards gave several treats with the Bishop's wine, 
frhich he had brought back with him in flasks. 

Meanwhile the unhappy butler sat perched during 
the whole night in the tree, in momentary fear of a 
fall, and almost starved to death with the cold. When 
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it began to grow light, perceiviag; that it would be run-' 
nmg too great a risk to attempt getting dovn, he 
kept watch for the countrymen as they went to work, 
whose assistance he earnestly entreated, relating his 
piteous adventure with many sighs and tears. 

The peasants being greatly surprised at such a 
sight, and alarmed at hearing that it was the Bishop's 
butler himself, instantly despatched one of their num- 
ber to the court of Salzbui^, while the rest proceeded 
to lend all the assistance in their power. The tidings 
caused a great sensation at the court, numbers of 
people hastened to the spot, some with ropes, some 
with ladders ; but aU eager to get a sight of the 
bishop's butler in the tree. Who the thieves were, 
however, and why they had put him there, he knew 
M little as the bishop himself, only it was certain, he 
said, that he had caught them— or rather they had 
caught him, in his master's cellars ; where they had 
left not a sin^e vat of wine unbroached. 



Upon the ensuing Ash -Wednesday, appointed for tho 
evening fast, the fore-mentioned students again went 
to the house of Doctor Faustus, whither they had 
been invited expressly for the occaiian, after bavii^ 
feasted their friend the Doctor in their own. It was 
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a noble feast, and they did full justice to it, sin^Dg 
and dancing during; great part of. the night. After 
the bowl had frequently circled round, the Doctor 
enÜTened the party by some of his magical exhiln- 
tiouB, and the most amusing kind of butToonerr. 
The moat whimsical dialt^es were heard proceeding 
from voices that no one could comprehend. Next a 
band of music struck up, sometimes an oi^an, 
sometimes a harp, a flute, a piano, or a viol; 
sometimes solo, and at others in concert. When 
this ceased, the Doctor took a number of curious- 
ly wrou^t cups and glasses which he arranged 
upon the floor, and which presently began to dance, 
and to strike each other, making the room ring 
with the sound, until they smote each other into 
pieces, to the great entertainment of the spectators. 
After this commenced a monkey dance, in which an old 
ape figured as the dancing master, beating time to the 
' music, and drilling the party fix>m time to time with 
his fiddle stick. At length the n^ht being pretty 
far advanced with various sports, the Doctor de- 
clared that they must stay to supper, to which they 
would come back the better prepared, after having 
been at the new comedy. Accordingly on their re- 
turn, the Doctor took a limed stick which he placed 
outside the window ; and soon it was covered with 
a number of rare birds, and the Doctor drew it in 
again. This he repeated several times, until finding 
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himself well stocked nitfa game, be requested the aar 
sistance of his guests t^ wring their necks out, after 
which operatioD he hasded them to W^eoar m 
otdei to have them dreaded. By a fresb stretch of his 
magical art, the DoctorneKt made bis guests appear to 
each other, as if they bad all lost their heads ; inso- 
much that they terrified the people sadly wherever they 
shewed themselves. But as soon as the supper was 
lumounced, and the guests fouad themselves seated at 
taHe, they each of them assumed their natural fea- 
tures and af^arance, laughing and conversing with 
one another as before. They had not, however, con- 
versed l(Hig before they underwent a still more ap- 
propriate and amusing metamorphosis, for they were 
each of them presented with an ape's head and ears 
instead of their own. Still they continued the con- 
TersatioQ as before, only in a somewhat harsher and 
discordant tone, questioning and replying in their 
new character, which produced the most Solenin and 
sin^BT effect in Ute world. At supper there was 
also a calfs head set before one of the collegians, 
and the DoctOT requested him to carve iL The 
moment he began the operation it exclaimed " Mor- 
bio be sio ! Oh I how you cut my vetJ ! !" At which 
all the students jumped up in great alarm, but on 
finding that it was only one of the Doctw's trickSi 
they began to laugh, and resumed their seats. To 
ctaaplete the evening's amusement, he next ordered 
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8 sledg» in the ^ape of a hug« dragon to be brought 
to th« door, and mounting; upon its necic, he invited 
tiie students to follow him, who seated themselves 
on its back, while behind them stood a large old 
f^ who acted as the guaid, and blew the horn. 
And away went the sledge at the Doctor's command, 
tunÜBg in every direction, obediently to the Doctor's 
voice. Such too was its speed, that the students 
imagiaed they were flying tluough the air, and 
conld hear nothing except the sound of its vast 
wings as they fanned the heavy clouds. 



The next visit which the forementioned collegians 
paid their friend the Doctor, was to sup with him 
one Sunday evening. On this occasion they brought 
their own wine, and other delicacies along with them ; 
an arrangement which served to make their company 
only the more agreeable. Their conversation happen- 
ing to turn upon the most beautiful ladies who had 
ever appeared in the world, one of the students said, 
that there was no princess he could so much have 
wished to behold as the famous Helen of Greece, 
whose beauty caused the stately towers of Ilium to 
be levelled with the dust. Doctor Faustus spoke, 
and said ; " It is certain she must have been very 
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beautiful to have been torn from the anas of one 
monarch, to excite the envy and animosity of so 
many others ; and as you all seem to ex[H«ss a wish 
to know what kind of a beauty she really was, I will, 
if you please, summon her to appear before ub in 
the same lovely form, as when she stood by the side 
of King Priam on the walls of Troy. For you are 
aware that I have already gratified the Emperor 
Charlte in a similar manner, by exhibiting Alexander 
the Great and his Queen, not long ago." The 
Doctor then commanded the whole company to 
keep silence, and sit quite still, without attempting 
to ap]xoach her when she should appear ; and he 
then left the room. On again entering he was 
followed by the lovely queen, whose surpassing 
charms seemed quite to dazzle the eyes of the young 
collegians, who stood lost in wonder. She was 
arrayed in a red purple habit ; her bright auburn 
tresses flowed loose over her shoulders, his eyes were 
of a sparkling black, and her whole features irre- 
sistibly attractive. Her brow was exquisitely white 
and round, h^ full moist lips redder than the summer 
cherries, her neck white and elegant as the swan's, 
her complexion was of a warm sunny brown, and 
her whole expression of an enchanting kind. In 
person she was tall and graceful, yet withal finely 
rounded and somewhat full ; in short she was beauty 
without a blemish ; beauty that m^ht well rouse a 
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world of princely heroes to arms. She approached 
as far as the middle of the room, where she stopped 
and gracefully saluted the noble students, whereupon 
they would willin^y have arisen to express their 
profound admiration and respect. But suddenly 
recdlecting themselves, and beholding her only as 
a beautiful spirit, their curiosity ceased; which the 
Doctor perceiving, beckoned to the fair qneen, and 
she followed him out of the chamber. 

Whenheretumed, the whole party eagerly crowded 
round him, entreating that he would permit an artist 
to be sent for, and once more recall the beautiful 
Helena in order to obtain her portrait. But this 
Doctor Faustus refused to do, and said that he 
did not like to disturb her spirit in that way ; but 
that he would procure them a likeness, which they 
might give to some sculptor to take models for them. 
This he did, and several of them were sent to different 
places, which were very rarely executed by the aitiats. 
But bow Doctor Faustus himself first came to obtain 
such portrait of her, no one of his acquaintance ever 
knew. 

Late at night when these noble young students 
went to rest, they were repeatedly haunted until morn- 
ing with the same bright vision of the lovely Helena, 
And in this manner the devil often deceives the hearts 
of men ; thus seeking to excite their evil passions by 
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dreams and tokens, followed by wicked aud most vil- 
lainous tindertakings,which at len^ tdng their souls 
into the snares of the Evil One. 



DocTOK Faustus came to Brunswick, whither he 
had been invited to the house of a marshal ; and 
this time he went on foot. As he was yet a good 
distance from the city, he met a peasant with aa 
empty waggon to whom he said ; " Boor! may I 
ride with you?" and this he enquired in a very 
friendly tone. " No, you may not," replied the boor, 
" I have burdens enough to bring from the city; my 
horses will think them heavy enough without you." 
Now the Doctor did not want to ride, but only to 
try the humour of the fellow, to see what he thought 
of him. So being determined to reward his un- 
courteous conduct, Doctor Faustus said : " You base 
clodhopper, you ass, since you have chosen to shew 
this want of manners, and as I have reason to 
think that you behave as badly to other people, and 
would give nobody a ride, I will now visit your rude- 
ness upon your own pate. As you would not let 
your wheels carry me, you shall carry them, as far aa. 
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irom the city gates of Bniaswick." Saying which, 
the waggoner thought he saw hia wheels flying 
through the air back again ; while at the same time 
his horses fell upon the ground, and tiie unlucky 
peasant began to bemoan himself bitterly. Faustus 
gave him to understand that it had all happened 
through his own rudeness and perverseness, upon 
which the repentimt boor fell upon his knees, and with 
uplifted hands, besought the Doctor to pardon his 
vickedness, declaring at the same time that he had 
well-merited his fate, but that he would never treat 
any gentleman so disrespectfully again. Doctor 
Faustus at last taking compassion upon him, said : 
" There is no greater fault in you drivers and 
waggoners than want of courtesy towards us foot 
passengers, and you shall believe this better an- 
other time. For the present you must' take some 
of this sand, throw it upon your horses, and they 
will get up." This they did, and added the 
Doctor, " As your fault must not go wholly un- 
punished, please to go as far as the four city gates 
of Brunswick, where you wil! find your waggon 
wheels, and when you return, you shall have the 
pleasure of driving me as far as I please." With a 
a good deal of pains the unlucky boor accomplished 
fais task, and after parting Irom the Doctor, he toc^ 
special care for the future, never to behave so un- 
c^illy as he had done on this o 
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Thikb weie some students irom Hungary, from Po- 
land, and Eastland, who had become acquainted with 
Doctor Faustus at Wittenbei^ and who now be- 
sought him to travel wiüi them as far as the Fair at 
I^ipsic, where they were going to look about them> 
to make purchases, and to receive certain moniea at 
the same. So he consented to make one "of their so- 
ciety. Upon their arrival, they proceeded to the uni- 
versity and other places in the city ; after which as 
they were wandering about the streets, they came to 
a wine vault, where they saw a number of persons 
trying to heave a large vat out of the cellars, which 
they could not do. Doctor Faustus seeing this be- 
gan to laugh heartUy and said : " How come you 
to stand gaping at one another there — such a number 
as you are ? I know a man who could do it all him- 
self, if I were to send for him." The woriunen, hearing 
this, began to wax wroth, and retorted upon him as 
such persons generally do ; not aware at the same 
time to whom they spoke. But the chapman himself 
here stepping forward, said to the Doctor and his 
workmen : " Come, as this is the cause of your dis- 
pute, it niay easily be decided. Let the first man 
who can hoist the cask out of the cellar himself, carry 
it away with him for his pains ; it shall be his." Doc- 
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tor Fansbis readily accepted the offer, and, setting 
himself astride upon the wine vat, as if it had been 
his horae, he forthwith mounted out of the cellar, to 
the great astonishment of the beholders. But the 
chapman was most alarmed, when he thoi^ht on the 
tenns which he had proposed, as he conceived the 
thing to be quite impossible. The Doctor had taken 
him at his word, and he must keep it, for the great 
conjuror marched away with his priie, the best part 
of which he presented to his friends, who had many a 
merry bout; and drank the Doctor's health at several 
parties, where the wine circled quickly round. 



DocToa Faustus dwelt during several yeais at 
Erfurth, where he lectured at the High School, and 
met with many adventures ; as there are now living, at 
the time these pages are inditing, anumber of persons 
who can testily; who often eat and drank at his 
•able, and witnessed many wonderful proofs of bis 
power. There too he held classes to whom he ex- 
pounded the work of the princely Greek poet Homer, 
which describes among other matters of the ten years' 
siege of Troy, (caused by the beautiful Helena) the 
history of the princes and heroes of Greece and Troy ; 
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such BS Menelaus, Achilles, Hector, Priam, Alexan- 
der, Ulysses, Ajax, Agamemnon, and other celebrated 
chieftains. 

Now all the - collegians and other persons to 
vhom he thus described the persons and actions of 
the heroes were so greatly delighted, that they longed 
also to behold them, and at last beseeched their pre- 
ceptor, if it were possible, that he would grant them 
such a proof of his friendship and good will. Doctor 
Faustus hearing this, gave them to understand, that 
at his next lecture he would have no objection to 
summon all such among these deceased heroes, as 
they more particularly desired to behold. This no- 
tice procured him a very large audience, particularly 
of the young students and other people of the city» 
who have a ^ater curiosity to witness this species of 
sorcery, than to see and to learn any thing that is 
good. At the appointed hour, when the Doctor ap- 
peared and commenced his lecture, be saw a much 
larger audience than usual, or than he could indeed 
have expected, which led him to observe in the mid- 
die of his lecture : " My dear students, as I perceive 
that you are fdl intent upoR beholding these famous 
warriera of whom our poet thus speaks in his history, 
.and desirous to learn how they lived and fared ; you 
have only to look towards the door, and your wishes 
will speedily be gratified." Alter he had said this, 
in a few moments, in marched a throng of ancient 
heroes in all then: panoply of war, advancing towards 



u.g.t.r6=.i. Google 



373 



the lecturer ,ii> regular order, but casting con- 
temptuous glances on all sides of them, as if indignant 
at what they saw. The; were followed by the great 
one-eyed giant Polyphemus, with a long flaming 
beard, and with a piece of a man in his mouth, a 
si^t which made the students' hair stand on end, and 
such was their alarm, that they were very nearly 
leaping off their seats and running away. At this 
sight the Doctor burst into a loud laugh, and called 
over all their names one after another. And, after 
having summoned them to appear in review before 
him, in this manner, he commanded them to take 
themselves off in the same otder, which they were 
all compelled to do, except the fierce ^ant Polyphe- 
mus, with his huge eye flaming out of the centre of 
his head, who sUU kept hid place. He declared that 
he must eat two or three little men before he went, 
which threw all the students who sat near him, into 
an agony of fright, especially when they saw him 
shake his huge infernal beard, as thick as a weaver's 
beam, upon the ground, a sight which shook the 
whole assembly like an electric shock. But Doctor 
Faustus fixing his eye steadily upon him, beckoned 
with his finger, and the terrible giant with many threats 
followed him out of the room. On bis return, the 
Doctor concluded his lecture in a manner highly gra- 
tUying to the whole audience, who were likewise not 
a little rejoiced at having escaped with the mere 
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fr^ht and anxiety of being eaten up alive, by the 
most dreadful giant whom history ever commemo- 
rated. 



SooH after, being farther promoted to one of the 
professorships in the same university, it became a 
question amoi^ the philosophers, how far it would 
be useful to make a version of the comedies of 
Terenoe from the latin tongue, and to print the 
same in aid of the belles lettres, already estabUshed 
foi the benefit of youth. For certain it is, these 
comedies shew us a [HCture of all conditions of man, 
and also of all good and evil characters, whose 
qualities are so particularly described that we seem 
to see into each of their hearts. In like manner 
their thoughts and sentiments are made as clear to 
us, as if the poet had read them ; and what is more 
we find in what manner the human mind is mould- 
ed, and how it acts with respect to other minds 
and circumstances, all which may be gathered ftom 
patient reading. There is no less an account of 
their lives and actions, as we see the same in men to 
this day, though it was written several hundred 
years before the birtli of Cluist. 
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How much theo is it to be lamented tliat these 
exceUent comedies to the number of one hundred 
and eight, were bo unluckily wrecked at sea ; a loaa 
at which Terentius so greatly bemoaned himself, 
that according to Ausonius he took to his couch 
and died. A similar mischance ia also related of 
Plato, whose writit^ were not less than those of 
Terence; and were considered as good standard 
books for schools. Because there were at least forty- 
one comedies, all of which perished either by water 

Now Doctor Faustus hearing so much of these 
conversations, and how greatly these mighty poets 
were regretted, while at the same time he knew more 
upon -every subject mentioned by them, than they 
themselves ever did, began to make extracts from 
the lost comedies, which attracting the attention of 
the philosophers, they enquired with great surprize : 
'f How is it passible that you come to know what was 
contained in those rare comedies ?" To this he 
answered: "That Üiey were neither drowned nor 
burnt;" and added, " I am now prepared to restore 
all those poetical productions which have long been 
supposed lost, in all their pristine excellence to the 
light." This important proposal fi^m the learned 
Doctor Faustus, was submitted to the head pro- 
fessors and rectors of the college, who caused the 
following letter to be sent in answer to it. 
»5 
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" Sir Doctor FauatuB, 

" The proposal forwarded by yo« to ns Pro-' 
fessors, is received, but according to our college for- 
mularies we cannot make use of the same. But as 
soon as you can furnish ns with the copy written in 
your own hand, we sliall then first exatnme it ; and if 
we find that such poetical writings contain nothing 
detrimental to onr Holy Religion, we shall gladly 
send them to press, and we ourselves inspect the 
proofs, making the necessary corrections with our 
own hands." 

Doctor Faustus, however, on receiving this an- 
swer, no longer thought of prosecuting his design, 
being quite conscious that the poetical works which 
he might substitute, would be no less injurious to 
the moral disci[dine of the students, than to our 
holy religion itself. Insomuch that in this instance. 
Doctor Faustus did not succeed in attaining the 
wicked object which he had plainly in view. The 
MSS. which on this occasion he had submitted to 
the learned professors, were copied at his instigation 
by certain notaries and proctors, whose clerks knew 
how to write the Latin tongue; and these the Doc- 
tor woidd have contrived to disseminate through the 
achool«. 



^.iCooglc 



At the city of Pr^ue, is a publican's house kncwH 
by the siga of the Anchor, where the Doctor one day 
caUed as he was upon a toui. Seating himself 
amoi^ the travellers, in a short time, he thus ac- 
costed Üiem : " Gentlemen, would you like to par- 
take of all kinds of foreign wines in the world?" 
The whole party with one accord, cried out, " yes, 
yes!" *' Then will you first like to taste the French, 
Spanish, Rhenish, Malaga, or any other kind V con- 
tinued he, " whichever you most ^prove." 

Upon this one of the guests exclahned: " Doc- 
tor FaustusI! whatever wine you please to furnish. 
Doctor, we shall find some means of disposing of." 
Whereupon he be^ed them to provide him with 
plenty of bottles and glasses, and he would supply 
the rest. This being done, he bored several holes 
through the table, and placing a funnel in each, he 
held the battles under it, and decanted as much wine 
as they would contain. As he laid them down one 
after another, the delighted guests b^an to laugli 
heartily, and heartily did they regale themselves. 

While thus engaged, the host's son entered the 
room, and said to the Doctor : " Mr. Doctor ! your 
horse is run rampant, and is eating yonder as if he 
were stark mad! I had rather feed twenty other 
horses than one such as he ; for he has eaten almost 
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a mEUiger full of com, and he is still neig^ii^ and 
wittcing for more." Doctor Fauiitiis seeing the fel- 
lov's fright, burst into a loud horse laugh. In which 
all his companions joined. " But you ordered me," 
esriaimed the man, " to give him as much as he 
would have, so I shall e'en go on feedii^ him thou^ 
he cost you all the oats I have in my bouse." Where- 
upon the Doctor, ceasing to laugh, replied : " Nay, do 
not so, for I am sure he must have eaten enough : you 
may go on feeding hira till to-morrow before he will have 
done ; for my demon Mephostophiles is a greedy beast." 
After a good deal of bantering of the same kind, in 
which the evening passed away, and it was now neariy 
midoight, the Doctor's horse was heard to neigh so 
sharply, that it was heard through the whole house. 
Then Doctor Faustus said; " Now I must be going, 
and so, my merry gentlemen, I wish you all a very 
good morning, I believe." But seeing him in so 
good a humour, the guests surrounded him, insisting 
that he would stay a short while longer, and keeping 
fast hold upon him, he consented to beguile another 
hour with them. When this, however, expired, hia 
steed began to neigh more shrilly than before ; yet 
still his master sung and drank away another hour at 
the company's request; after which hearing a still 
louder neighing for the third time, he would tarry no 
longer- So the whole party accompanied him to the 
door; whitlier Mephostophiles was led round from 
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the stable by the host's son, and leapii^ upon his 
back Doctor Faustus rode at speed away. 

When he had ^ned a short distance his steed 
rose with him into the air, at so brisk a pace that he 
was very speedily out of sight. Before break of day 
he had arrived at the city of Erfurth, where he trans- 
acted what business he had in hand, and brought the 
most recent tidings from the Imperial court. 



Being now on his return from Prague, and from the 
Austrian court towards his native place, and having 
likewise received a number of rich presents firom dif- 
ferent lords and princes in the Imperial service, the 
Doctor began to regret the merry company which he 
^iiad enjoyed at Pn^e, and which he now wished to 
meet with once more. To this end he engaged a 
house, and soon invited them to come and take up 
their quarters with him for a while. They came very 
willingly, not only for the purpose of revelling, but in 
order to see, if possible, some more amusing s^hts, 
as it turned out they did. For as they entered 
one after another into the place, they could see 
neither fire, nor smoke, nor signs of eating and drink- 
ing. Still they made no remarks, but were very 
meny, thinking to themselves, that the Doctor knew 
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better than they could teach him, how it behoved 
him to treat his guests. 

So when they had all airiyed, he entreated them 
not to take it in ill part, but to seat themselves, which 
they did. He then kaocked upon the table with his 
knife, and a person made his appearance, as ifhe had 
been his servant, and inquired : " Master, what are 
your commands." Di. Faustus replied : " Can you 
be handy and quick?" "That can I," said the other, 
" quick as an arrow out of the bow." " No, no," re- 
torted the Doctor ; " get thee back to thy old post, 
thou wilt not suit my tuml" and the servant went. 

Again he struck the board with his knife, and 
another made his appearance, with the same inquiry 
in his mouth. To him Dr. Faustus said : " Tell me 
now, how swift art thou a foot?" He made answer, 
" Swift as the wind." " That," replied his master, 
" is a pretty sharp pace ; nevertheless it will not d© 
for me ; so away with thee back again !" The third 
time Dr. Faustus hit the table with his knife ; and forth- 
with a third messenger put his head into the room, 
but with an ill surly look. He said: " What want 
you with me V The Doctor answered ; " How quick 
may you be?" " Quick as thought," returned the 
other. " Then thou art the right man for me," ex- 
claimed Dr. Faustus, and he rose and left the room 
along with him. He next despatched him with orders 
to l»ing the best wine tuid dainties in the wwld, and 
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to return quick as Üiought, in order that he migfit 
feast his excellent guests. 

The table being spread, the Doctor asked his 
friends if they pleased to wash, and then seat theni' 
selves round. This they did, and instantly the lacquey 
re-appeared with two assistants, who placed nine 
dishes, three and three apon the board, all of which 
had covers, as was the custom at court. Under them 
were found all kinds of delicate meats, and game, 
with fish, stuffed meats, puffs, pastry, &c. mixed 
with a variety of boiled and roasted in every form, 
and most delicately drest. There were seven and 
thirty different dishes, besides those brought for the 
dessert. The plate, and cupa and spoons, were in 
abundance ; and whenever the guests were about to 
fill their glasses, their host inquired what kind of wine 
or malt liquor they would like, llie same was in- 
stantly brought to the dining room window, as fresh 
as if it had just been drawn from the cellar. In order 
to heighten the pleasures of the feast, a variety of 
new tricks were played off, in which one of his attend- 
ants shewed wonderful dexterity, so that it was quite 
impossible for any earthly conjurtir to cope with him. 
For he could himself carry on a conversation, like a 
whole party, and perfoim a grand concert of vocal 
and instrumental music, such as the flute, the harp, 
and the viol, while no performer was to be seen be-< 
aides himself. In a word, there was nothing wanting 
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that could serve to enliven the scene. And so amus- 
ing did it appear to the Doctor's guests, that they 
kept up the spirit of the feast until it was clear day- 
light, when each retired to his own dwelling. 



These wonderful adventures, and mad tricks made 
the Doctor famous not only throughout Erfiirth, but 
through the whole land. On this account many no- 
blemen, and other distinguished personages in the 
neighbourhood b^;!ui to court his acquaintance in 
the hope of seeing or hearing something entertainiog 
which they might afterwards relate by way of novelty 
to their friends. For the same reason, the assem- 
U^e of the people became so great, that some were 
ansious lest the young students might give themselves 
up to this dangerous kind of necromancy, as they are 
too apt to be led away by such seductive practices, 
supposmg them to be more amusing than dar^erous, 
and not aware how neariy they are connected with 
theii final salvation. Yet about the same time, 
there were not wanting a few sensible men, who see- 
ing the danger, applied for advice to a certain Doctor 
Gluige, belonging to the order of Nuinefreres, being 
a man of singular skill, and well acquainted both with 
Doctor Lu^er and Doctor Lange, who were likewise 
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as veil known to Dr. Faustus. They declared that 
it was theJT unanimous desire that he would earnestly 
exhort the latter to think of abandoning, while there 
was yet time, that wilful levity, and diabolical prao* 
tice in the black art, which m^ht produce such direful 
consequences ; and even to use severe threats if they 
could perceive that there was any well-founded hope 
of snatching him out of the devil's clutches, like a 
brand from the burning; if indeed the old tempter 
had not abeady proved too strong for him. 

So this good monk undertook the task ; and at 
first he spoke very civil and friendly to the Doctor. 
By degrees he changed his tone, and spoke out right 
hard and strong. He drew a fearful picture of the 
wrath of God, and the eternal damnation which hung 
over him ; for so far he seemed, he said, to have ap- 
prenticed himself to the devil, and to have hardened 
himself in his infernal purposes. He farther said, 
that he knew he was a very learned man, who 
might have stood on a much better footing, both with 
regaid to worldly honors and celestial grace ; and 
that he ought still to abandon his wilful levity, through 
which be had been seduced in his youth by the devil 
—a liar and murderer from tlie first ; and then fall 
down and confess his sins before the throne of heaven, 
praying incessantly for the blessing of divine grace, 
the doora <rf which stood ever open, ready to receive 
repentant sinners into rest. 
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Dr. FaustuB listened most attentively to every 
thing that the monk said ; until he had made a full 
end of his discourse. Then he made answer : " My 
very good sir! I can well believe, that you have my 
good at heart, and I also well know all that you have 
here stated to me. But I have implicated myself too 
deeply ; I have made a conveyance to the devil, 
which has been ratified with my blood ; that I shall 
be his property, soul and body in perpetuity ; and how 
can I then absolve myself from the penalty of my 
oath ?" The monk answered him : " So be that you 
pray and cry unto the Lord for grace ; shew true re- 
morse and make expiation — confess all your sins 
before him, in order to gain absolution — and ever 
afterwards refrain from all species of sorcery, and di- 
abolical communications — you may rely on your future 
safe^. Take heed to oppress and injure no one, «nd 
we will then assist you by offering up constant masses 
for you in our monasteries, insomuch that you shall 
soon be brought from under the dominion of the 
devil." " Not so," replied Dr. Faustus ; " once lost 
and always lost ! 1 say, sir, my engagements lay too 
strong a hold upon me. I have wilfully despised the 
mercy of the Deity, I became aiTt^nt and titheisti- 
cal, and reUed more upon the devil than upon my 
Maker. Wherefore it is impossible for me to return 
to him, or that I can ever recover the grace which I 
held in contempt. 
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" Besides it would not be just nor honorable to have 
it lud that I had forfeited my word and oath, even 
to the devil, especially where it had been ratified with 
my own blood, and while he has performed his part 
of th« bond to me. I shall therefore give the devil 
bis due, and behave as handsomely towards him a% I 
can." When the good monk heaid these words, he 
giew very hidignaut, and spoke : " Rush on thy own 
perdition, thou cursed child of the devil, since you 
will not even consent to let us attempt your salvation 
by force of fast and prayer." After this, the monk 
waited upon the rector of the university, and upon 
the magistrate, to whom he commuuicated the whole 
of the Doctor's proceedings, and Doctor Faustus, ~m 
consequence thereof, was banished from the city of 
Erfiirth. 



coHcnMiMa r 



He next proceeded to the city of Frankfort upon the 
Maine, where his demon Mephostophiles informed him 
that at a certain hotd, near Jew's street, there were 
four conjurors, who brought lai^ crowds of people to 
see them hew off each other's heads, and adjust them 
agaia as euily aa upon a barber's block. Doctor 
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Faustus was very indignant at bearing this, conceiv- 
ing htmBelf to bethe greatest magician oftbe age. So 
he hastened to the spot, in order to see them exhibit; 
and tbeie they stood prepared to decapitate one 
another, while one acted as the biuber to put them 
into joint again. Beside them was placed a vessel 
coDtainii^ a liquor which they called the stamen of 
life, and into which the chief conjurer who performed 
the operation, threw a plant called the lily, which 
directly b^an to blow. Upon this, be seized hold of 
the second conjuror, and smote off his head, which he 
banded to the surgeon barber, who dipping it in the 
liquor, [Komptly adjusted it to the bust ; when the 
lily suddenly disappeared. 

In the same manner he operated upon the next, 
and upon the third, both heads being smitten off and 
again glued on in a very few mmutes. At length it 
came to the turn of the head conjuror himself, who 
underwent the same operation, at which sight the 
Doctor, being jealous of his great skill, and the con- 
temptuous ambiance which he displayed, just as th^ 
barber was in the act of fitting on the head, ran to 
the table where the vessel stood, and struck off the 
head of the lily, before any one was aware of what be 
was about. He then broke the knife to shivers ; a 
sight which threw the rest of the sorcerers into the 
utmost consternation, and they had in vain recourse 
to their usual arts for the purpose of rejoining the 
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head of their great leader. Doctor Fauatus thus cut 
him off in the midst of his sins, maliciously con- 
signing him to the infernal regions, in order that he 
might experience the same fate as he was himself 
doomed to — a reward such as the devil bestows upon 
his disciples. 

Yet his brother conjurors were at a loss to ac- 
count for the disappearance of the hly, the Doctor 
not being risible at the time; so that they still con- 
tinned fumbling with the old sorcerer's head, which 
would stick on in no position. 



Thesk was a very pious neighbour of Doctor Faus- 
tus, an old man, who being concerned to see the 
strange bad company which was always going in and 
out, one day asked the Doctor to take a humble 
Oieal with him. 

After this, he made him a long and earnest dis* 
coarse out of Scripture ; for which he thanked the 
old man, and took his leave, declaring that he had 
been much edified, and would try as far as possible 
to profit by it, as he began to grow more serious the 
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nearer his eaithly term appi'oached its expiratioo. 
UpoQ reaching his own house, he re6ected deeply on 
the advice he had just beard, fully sensible bow fear- 
fully he had implicated both soul and body in the 
snares which had been laid for him, and wholly given 
himself up to the powers of darkness. Still he re- 
solved to follow the old man's good advice, when just 
as he was thinking of prayer his evil demon appeared, 
and grasping him by the neck as if he would have 
stranded him, he inquired who had compelled him 
to sign himself over, or who had drawn the bond and 
delivered it, but himself? " Did you not swear," con- 
tinued the demon, " to become alike the enemy of God 
and man ; did you not sign the bond with your blood ; 
and yet are you not now thinking of following the 
councils of that doting old man, and to become a 
good Christian; when it is to too late ? Know you 
not that you are mine, that I may fetch you when- 
soever I will, and I am now come hither to make an 
end of you, unless forthwith you repeat your oath 
anew, and sign your name with your own blood. Un- 
less you moreover swear, that you will never peratit 
any monk or other Christian to aid and abet you in 
rebellion against your Uege'master; — swear this, or 
the nest moment, you shall be torn into a thousand 
pieces." Doctor Faustus being greatly terrified, with- 
out more demurring renewed all his promises, and 
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^ve a fresh bond si^ed with hia blood ; documents 
which were discovered amon^ the Doctor's other pa- 
pers in his house after his death. 

After the delivery of these fresh deeds, he became 
the good old man's mortal enemy, and persecuted him 
in every way he could. But his Christianlike deport- 
ment and frequent prayer, along with his holy life, 
defied the power of the Evil One to injure him. On 
the evening however, of the second day, as he was 
retiring to rest, the old man heard strange noises in 
his house, which seemed to follow him into his cham- 
ber, and continued a long while. And this was Me- 
phostophiles, who wanted to frighten him to death. 
At length the old man, not a whit afraid, began to 
Bcoff at the wicked demon, and said : " Oh, what 
stupid music is that you make there, for I think it is 
like that of a proud Angel, who has been driven out of 
Paradise." And with such kind of reproaches, he 
succeeded in driving the demon out of his abode. 
On his return, when the Doctor inquired how he had 
fared with the good old man ; the disappointed de- 
mon was compelled to answer that he could not suc- 
ceed with him, nor inflict even the least wound, be- 
cause he found him armed (he meant with prayer) ; 
" for which reason he only ridiculed me, which enraged 
me exceedingly, in particular as he reproached me 
with my fall." And in the same manner, the Lord 
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will take care to protect all chaste and holy sort of 
men, who watch and pray, and always put their tnut 
in Him. 



At the city of Wittemburg there resided a certain 
young student, of a noble and ancient family the 
initials of whose name were N. N. Now this young 
nobleman was deeply in love with a beautiful lady 
also of high birth, who happened to have a great 
number of other lovers. Among these were many 
lords of the land, but to none of them would that 
cruel lady grant any return of love. And to none 
did she shew herself so enfremely averse, as to this 
same young loid, who was well acquainted with 
Doctor FaustuB, having frequently eaten and drunk 
at his table. Such indeed, was the strength of his love, 
and so great was his disappointment, tiiat he suddenly 
grew very ill, and pined himself away almost to no- 
thing. When Doctor Fauatus perceived that this 
noble young gentleman was so sadly sickened as to 
be unable to help himself, he one day asked his de- 
mon Mephostophiles, what it was that could cause 
it, and what he could be pining about? The demon 
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dten idated to him the whole a&ir, upon wiuch the 
Dootw weat to Tisk the poor young gsatlenui, and 
Mipi^intcd bim wkh the source of all hü Huffenog, »t 
iriticdi itbe whai^y lover shewed great surpnBe. ßut 
Soctoi pKoatuB coDsoled him, and lüA that be mutt 
«ot t«ilce it BO much b) heart, ibc that he would piove 
bU Eriend in the mattw. Moreov«r if he would tiwt 
in himi that pioud lady'ahoutd &U to the shaie of ao 
tne but him, and accept hla hutd mth her own -good 
«01. And according as the Doctor promised, so it 
bappesed. For by force of-eachantmeiit, he irfttniil 
her heart, «nd made her fiUl bo desperately in kne 
with tius young noblemoo, that abe wished him neter 
lo be out of her sight, oud would pay no attention 
to anybody else. Doctor Faustus infonned the yo^g 
gentleman that he ought to deconte himself in the 
best stile, and go to an assembly where the lady 
would be present, with other young women, all eag» 
to «lance, and that be would accompany him. At.tbe 
flame time, be gave him « rii^, irttich he told him bt 
must sUp upon her Anger as he was dancing with bw ; 
tqwn feeling t^ toudt of which, she would be swe 
to lore and be constant to him, and no me else. But 
diat be would have no need to make any {kc^mmoI or 
talk of nuurit^, as she would be sure to intiodiioe 
«he subject herself. Bdcn they set cff to the ball, 
be sprinkled a few magical <kop8 wpoa t^e young 
msm's feabucB whioh improved then, «od his whole 
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a[^)earance very aurprisiogly. On their amval hie 
contiived it exactly as the Doctor had directed him, 
and upon touching; the ring as she was dancii^ with 
her, the young lady suddenly felt her heait transfixed 
with Cupid's bolts, and she could not obtain a wink 
of sleep during the whole of that night. Early' in 
the morning she sent a mess^e for him, and de- 
clared the everlasting love and attachment which she 
felt for him, at the same time offering her hand, if he 
would be her husband. He upon this revealed the 
passionate affection he had bo long felt for her, and 
taking her at her word, the marriage was shoidy 
aAerwards solemnized to the infinite contentment of 
both parties. The young nobleman shewed great 
lespect to the Doctor ever afterwards,' and bestowed 
many presents upon him in consequence. 



DoRiiro Christmas time there assembled at the city 
of Wittembui^, a number of young women ; some of 
whom were of distinguished families, and whose sooa, 
brothers, or nephews were students at the UniTersitf. 
These last being acquainted with Doctor Faustus, 
in order to enliven the visit of tl^ lelatives, besoi^t 
hjon one and all, to give them his company, which 
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he did. In rettOn he inrited several of these young 
BoUetnea and their female relatives to feast mth h^ 
at his house, and the; accepted his invitation. As 
they approached his house they were surimsed to see 
that though there mas then a heavy anow, the Dqc- 
toi's court ai>d garden bore not the least traces of t^e 
wintry setson, but were quite green and blooming, as 
.if in the midst of summer. On all sides appeared 
the finest herbs and fruits, and the fresh grass was 
jntergpersed with a variety of flowers in full blow. 
There was also a beautiful vineyard, abounding with 
clusters of fine ripe grapes, figs, raspbeiries, and 
abuodance of red Provence roses. They were as 
sweet to the smell as to the eye, and looked so fresh 
. and sparkling with the dew, as to raise an exclama- 
tion of wonder and delight. They looked indeed, too 
tempting to be long resisted, but whenever the guests 
Y^ntured to pluck any, that moment instead of find- 
ing a grape or a rose between their fingers, they 
found that they caught hold of their neighbour's nose. 
This always raised a great laugh at their expense, so 
that it was long before they could resolve to leave the 
Doctor's house, such was the entertainment of va- 
rious kinds which they there met with. 
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Wheh Doctor Faustus ddw began to reflect diat he 
had aheady reached the twentieth year of his en- 
gagement, and that It was fast a|^fiioacbing its 1«nm- 
nation, he sat Ihinking, day by day, how he CoiäA 
best turn the short time which he had left to the moet 
pleasant account. With this view, besides his very 
luxurious mode of hving, he summoned seven ln> 
femal princesses to attend upon his board and eoudi; 
each of whom he imagined looked more beautiAd 
than the others ; and he could hardly express his 
astonishment on beholding them. He likewise tra- 
versed a variety of countries with his familiar demon, 
in Older to collect specimens of the most lov^ 
women upon earth, among the choicest of whom was 
one Englishnoman, one Hungarian, two SwaUan, 
one French, and two from Italy; whom he valued 
much more highly than the Sultan's whole collectioB 
which he bad seen, or than that of any other great 
r of the age. 



Ir order that the devil might omit no earthly means 
of hcMing Doctor Faustus tint to his word, his 
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demoa M^ostophil« ducarered to hiin a vaidt in 
aa tM niiaed chi^ about half a mile Irom Wit- 
tembuig, in which there Uy concealed a great trea- 
Bu«. Upon ddvii^ a little belov the auface, Faiutns 
met with an innumeiable heap of gold and silver 
coins, besides a cpiantity of diamonds wd other pre- 
ciou« stones, Üw splendour of which ^ne as strongly 
opon the aye a> a bnniing torch. When wiüi some 
difficoky ho collected them all together, on again 
inspecting them, ha found only a vast heap of char- 
coal. At this ^ht, he swore in the most indignant 
tviQS, and queslkming his demon, declared that he 
waS'Rot a man to be thus deceived. Mephostophiles 
militig requested him only to bear them to his own 
tiewie, where lie found they resumed all their pristine 
value a«d splendour. His servant Wagenar fvoved 
^ler Ihb master's death that this traasure exceeded 
in value many dozen of guioeas. 



During the period of his four and twenty years 
engagement, the Doctor hired for his page a young 
student whom he met with at Wittemburg. He 
had been witness to the whole of his master's pro- 
ceedii^s. He was hinudf an idle varlet, who in- 
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stead of applyini; to Kis stü<£es, thought only of 
tegging snd borrowiDg, but one with vrbXaa no honeat' 
people wished to have dealmgs. 

So this said Wagenar became Dr. Faust's variet, 
and conducted hims^ so much to his hking, that 
after having been some time in his service he was 
inclined to adopt him for a son. And as the time 
of the Doctor's contract was fast drawing to a cloee, 
he sent for a notary and several students of his ac- 
qniuntance. He then left his house, goods, &c. to 
his BKvant. Hem, a sum of 13,000 giädtscB at 
once. Also an estate, value 8,000. Item, 9,000 
in ready cash. Item, a large golden chain, orna- 
mented with a huge diamond, estimated at 3^000 
crowui. Item, the whole of his gold and silver plate 
received in legacies ütHn difikeot noblemen; and 
in particular what be bad brought with him frmn 
the Pope's and the Sultan's courts, estimated at the 
least at 40,000 guineas. Item, various moveable ar- 
ticles of furniture, &c. which however were not found, 
having been made away with at hoteb arkd other 
houses, where he bad been accustomed to feast die 
students. Other particulars of the contents of this 
will, will be seen in the following chapter. 
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About three days afterwards Doctor Faustus called 
his servant Wagenar, to whom he piomised that 
after his decease he should have a demon to attend 
upon him, and that he should likewise be bound to 
appear in whatever form he mi^t judge best. Wh^e- 
upoQ his faithful servant replied ; " My good sir, 
and father, I think 1 should like him to appear in 
the shape of a monkey, only much lai^r than the 
common ape." From this time forth, there daily 
appeared to him a demon exactly of this kind, who 
leaped with incredible celerity upon all his errands, 
besides playing a variety of odd tricks. Doctor 
Faustus said: "As you know, Wagenar, that my 
demon Mepbostophiles will no longer be bound to 
me, this is his successor whom I shall leave with 
you, thoi^h he is not to enter your service, or per- 
form any menial offices imtil after my death, when 
you will no longer see Mephostophiles. And as 
you will have to bind yourself to, him by regular 
conveyance, as I have done to mine, on this account 
you shall call him the Averbaan : (by which name he 
was accordmgly known.) I have farther to intreat 
that you will not make known any of my secret arts, 
^fts, or sorceries, before 1 shall have departed this 
world. Afterwards, however, you will be at liberty 
to collect, arrange, and describe the whole of them 
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in a r^nkff history, an undertakings in which yow; 
demon Averhaan will as^et you, and in such par- 
ticuWs as shall happen to escape your memoiy, h« 
will take care to recal them to mind. For the norid 
will assniedly lequire at your hands an account of 
my aettons and adTentuies ; so look well to it." 

His faithful Wagenar {xoroised to do so, and to 
fulfil the least of his last instTuctions; after wbich> 
taking him by the hand, be thanked him heiutily 
for all the b^efits which he had conferred upon bim, 
and more especially for having so kindly provided 
for him in his last will and testament. And in sbnt, 
he ftuthfully {»omised his excellent master to follow 
hnn ia a little while, along with his demon Averhaan. 



Dr. Faust's term was now fester and faster draw- 
ing towards a dose, for hfrhad reached the wery last 
month of the four and twenty years, on the- ex^- 
ration of which be was to deliver body and soul'lota 
the possession of Satan, as it has heretofore bam 
stated. About this time he began to grow much' 
more uneasy and suspicious, almost like a robber or 
assasdn who is fast approaching the hour of his 
execution, and hears his sentence still ringing in hi» 
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«tm as kfr Um. ifi pnaoD- At kngtb gioviag mon 
wupoiUi W begaa to sigh and moon to hintBelf, aiid 
wouU frequently clasp his hands in agony, isaomiKh 
that b^ Beeoted to be i|uit« piniog away and despoil- 
in^ l^e WAS lanly to be seeor and tto longer eres 
siBBmoned his famiJiai demon to apptw, and oovU 
no lonf^i bear his company, whereas h^ had befw« 
conudered turn as his trusty servant, whom be fre- 
quently called into his presence. So soiely indeed 
ms he dismayed that he no longer sought to restrain 
his, direful lamentations and fears, hoping that thc{7 
nug^t serrfr, as a. warning to other wicked and mis- 
guided men; some of which were found wnttea 
domi after his death, as follows.: " Ach, ach, ad* 1 
what & desperate bard fate is mine. revuige, 
wnuth, mercy, g^ace, what shall. I aay> what shaU I 
do? to \riuLt a bitter destiny, am I cons^ed I Oh 
graciQUSj. how fast time fliesl Yet what is the uBe,<tf 
all my vain lamentations ? nothing m all the wide 
wwld can he^ m«. Oh, I am an. ui^ncky man I" 



i MUAmn* it^nvt Fi>THiB eO»i.xtii> 



"Oh, thou unhap{ty Faustujj," he continued, " thou 
most deceived and miserable msn I Whnt a strange un- 
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ufe situatiOD, what a sad dilemma thon art in 1 Ob 
Loid) I am going, I am going aoon, and what a sad 
death I am going to die, aucb as no man in Üie «crld 
ever died before. Alas for reason, my foolish leaion, 
my doubts, my wilful speculations and wicked ftee will< 
Ah, blind and heedless dolt that I was! I have sold life, 
body and soul, to eteroal dole and wretchedness. Ye 
worldly {Jea^mes, into what a pitiable scrape have ye 
brought me t now - the scales are fallen from my 
eyes I Alas for my mi^uided spirit I what has all 
thy ^lecnlationB and vast knowledge, both of science 
aod the world brou|;ht me to at last? Oh, lucldeM 
wietch ! Ob my unsteady temper, and wilful moods 1 
Oh, my disappointed hopes I bnt I must not veature 
to think of that Woe, woe, above all other woe I 
L&mentation like no other lamentation I alas, alas, 
and woe ! how in the name of all the saints, shall! 
<fVer get rid of this devilish anxiety? where shall I 
hide myself? how shaU I keep out of his clutches? 
May, it is foolish to try to fly; I am already taken I" 
In this manner the luckless Faustus went on com- 
plaining both night and day; so that it was with 
great difficulty that he could even speak. 



Ik the miäst of this hit: WOf^ pü^t and most tra- 
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gical lament, the demon MephostopUleB once more 
appeared unto hia master, FaustuB. He advanced 
tovards him with a mocldng air, and spoke in a most 
contemptuous and ironical tone, as follows : " Since 
you have so well studied the holy scriptures, as to 
know that you ought to have worshipped the Lord 
alone, to have served him only, and loved him with 
all your heart and soul, without turning either to the 
ri^thand or to the left, and without making to your- 
self any graven images ; and since you basely turned 
faithless to the duties which he enjomed, &lling away 
from him, and hardening yourself in your own evil 
doings, denying him, and conveying over your own 
stral and body into my charge ; you must now there- 
fore prepare to fidfil your bond. AU that you can do, 
at best, is to console yourself with some such sorry 
song aa the following, of which the devil do you good : 

HaM thou lemoiK 1 be atU], 

No« thoa bait won the will ( 

Th« &ult il all thine own. 

So be thy patience diewn* 
Yon mnit yooi imart with grinning bear. 
And to no man speak weid of jontdespun 

It ii too late to think of God, 

Who mocks jtia with bis wiatb and rod. 

Yom lucUeu lot wai joai own doing, 

Yet now yon're lost, ;ou will be meing ; 

Fray be more patient and lesi^'d. 

Ami go to bell with h^fiiw uiirf* 
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" ÜieiefiKC, m; deu' Faustns," eantänied HepboMo- 
philes, " itis not good to go feaatingvith great' kwl*, 
and daUiling in the same dUh with the deril. Fat 
you now we that the; smite you upon the ohe«ky ami 
it would have been (at better if you had k^ aä a 
moie te§pectable distance from them ; but your «tm>- 
gantevil heart canied you away, and you. reap a<j.urt 
lecompence. Ye«, yon despised the knowled^ you 
obtained from tcnptun, and summoning the devil to 
your assistance, you thought it ^ very welt during 
th« lost twenty-fbuT yearn. You: were »mple eaongli 
to take all for granted that 1 said», and only mdad 
«4wn the devfl wmkad at you« und by sud» ci^f^ovy, 
he came to hang a beQ abo«t youB medi,'as tfa^rdo 
ronod. a caf s. 

" The truth is, my dear Fauetus, there is no fenwti^ 
to the devil's prraniseB ; moreover you were, bad' in 
grain, and you are no better at last than you were at 
first. You are like the cat too that is fond of mice, 
and fond of mice it will remain. Moreover, what is 
it that your overweening pride and airogance have not 
made you ocHnmit ? In all your trawls and transac- 
tiouH, you made boast of Ute devil's friendship, and 
rejoice to think that he will never desert you, though 
in fact he is less powerful than an abhot or even a 
monk, as the Lord is supreme over all. The labourer, 
you know, is wwthy of hia hire: and as you have 
■own, BO you most lei^ ; theiefoie be. assured that 
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^ irm »feet «Ml yoar reward: Lfty this my counsd 
and instnictioa to heart, Faustas ; for it is as tnie aa 
that you are lost, and may sing to that tune as much 
w you f^ase. 

" Yet yon ought not so readily to have trusted in 
dM dflvily as you well Iedqw that he was a liar, a de- 
oeivwt' aod a murderer from the first. You ^ould 
hue bmn a little more cautious in time ; for a gal* 
Iowa repentance i» but an unpleasant thing ; and y<Hi 
OBiMOt eiven pray for repentance before youswiogi 

" But he who'will let lodging» to the devil, mart 
nake hie account in having! a sharper for hia goeot; 
tar truly there is rectuired more for the dance than a 
ved pair of shoes. Had you kept the laws of Heaven 
befiwe your eyes, and put your talent out to good- iit- 
taesstv you would not hare needed to dance the sort 
of minuet which yon mntt now leam, and become 
^xnt for the devil. He that wilL deal, however, witk 
hi», ha» needs to drive ai haid bargain, and is then 
even sore to com« off with the worst.' You ham 
agaed away your soul wiüi your own blood ; withoitf 
heedof Heaven 0( of yourself." 

^er the demon, Ms^ionophiläB, had huig toi- 
nanted the unha{^ Doctoi in this mannei) he. m 
Mddttily disappeared, eonsigmiug him^ ovoT' to htb own 
Ue wietolMdB«s% (mnhK ani dt^afa'. 
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The whole tventy-four years asBigned in the bond, 
were now quite expired. Dnrii^ the last week of his 
term, the demon, Mephostophiks, again made hiB ap- 
pearance. In bis hand he held the fatal deed of 
conveyance signed in the Doctor's own blood, and 
hiding it up, he said, that his master, the deril^ 
would himself come in the couiBe of the next day to 
fetch his debtor's body, and that he must therefore hold 
himself in readiness. Doctor Faustus ceased not to 
whine and moan during the whole of the ensuing 
n^ht, whereupon his demon again came to him and 
spoke: " Why, dear Faustus, all this comfdaining; 
what avails such pusillanimity ; knew you not that 
youi life and sou) were long since forfeited, and that 
at all events you must die once, though you had yet 
an age to live. Besides, the Turks and Jews, and 
other unchristian kings and heathens must all die, and 
be condemned everlastini^y as well as you. Gome, 
take courage, it will periiaps not be quite so bad as 
yon imagine; and the devil has promised that you 
shall slJll keep your, life and soul to be held under 
his lease and sway." With such comfort did his de- 
mon Mephostophiles stxive to cheer his master; but 
it was f^se as it was hollow, and quite at variance 
with the holy scriptures. And the Doctor saw clearly 
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enough that the onlymannerteft of paying off the 
account E^amst him, was with his own neck ; for had 
not his demon declared that the devil himself would 
come to fetch him, even the next night 7 

For this reason he resolved to send tidings to 
those mastersi students, and other boon companions 
frith whom he had kept company, and intreat that 
they would be pleased to join him in a pleasure party, 
fiB far as the village of Himlig, about half a mik 
from Wittembuin, where he proposed that they should 
sup together. To this invitation (hey repUed, that 
they would willingly assemble for that purpose; and 
accordingly a sumptuous feast was ordered to b^ 
in readinesa, with abundance of delicacies and winäs. 

When they met, the Doctor seemed to welcome 
his friends in great good spirits, but his heart was in- 
wardly heavy and sad. He bade them, however, to 
be seated, and to enjoy themselves that evening along 
with him, as well as remain there the whole of that 
nig^t, as he had some important bunness on which 
to consult them. They promised, and sat down to 
feast with him ; on the conclusion of which, as they 
"were about to take a farewell glass, and Dr. Paustus 
had settled the score, he begged the students to re- 
tire into another room with him, as he had something 
rather particular to communicate to them. So he 
shewed them into another chamber, imd then b^an 
to address thetn as follows. 
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" Mt very lovii^ and gracious young lonls and 
masters I hear the cause for which I have stiininoiied 
you together : namely, that which during many years 
you are acquainted with, as to what kind of a man 
I have been, expert in what kind of arts and sor- 
ceries, only to be acqnb^ under the tuition of the 
devil, to which devilish inclinatiou and pursuits I 
have been brought by keeping bad company, and all 
sort of dissipation connected with such society, in 
irtiich also I have acted the chief part. This, my 
dear young gentlemen, comes of walking accoiding 
to our wicked äeäi and blood, our own impious and 
abandoned will, and giving way to those speculating 
and diabolical thoughts, which at length led me to 
consign myself over to Satan, after the expiration of 
four and twenty years, both with life and soul. 

" Now the said years are already arrived at an 
end even this very evening, so that my last sands are 
numing quickly out before my eyes, when he will 
come to claim me upon the strength of my bond 
s^;ned with my own blood for life and soul, which 
I have twice over conveyed to him. Wherefore, my 
deai masters, I have thus affectionately, intreated of 
you to come and be present at my latter end, and to 
take St. Jan's departing glass with me, while at the 
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same time you wi]l please to keep secret my dqmr- 
tuie hence. I would likewise require of yon, i^y 
gjraciotis young masters, to salute on ray part my 
other Griends and acquaintance, aseonng them of my 
veiy brotherly regard for them, that they may so too 
regard my memory, kindly and not leproacbfiilly, 
soliciting llieir forgiveness in every thing where I 
may have come short or ofiended them. In re- 
gard to my most wcmderfiil adventures and per- 
fonnances during the space of twenty-four years, such 
will be found after my catastrophe accurately recorded 
and described in my own house. And now let my 
cruel approaching end, serve aa a faithful mirror to 
yo«, my young gentlemen and masters all, that you 
may keep the commandments of the Lord in view, 
and love and pray to him as becomes you to do ; to 
pray, 1 say, that he will please to protect you from 
the devil's wiles and guiles, upholding you that none 
may fall away from him, as I, poor impious damned 
man, have so sadly done, denying the cross, the sa- 
craments of our Saviour, and even the Supi^ne 
Ruler of the world himself. Be cautious also how 
yon are led astray by bad company as I have been, 
but go constantly to church, and manfully resist the 
devil with a firm taith in Christ, leading an u^ght 
and godly life, to the edification of all your n^gh- 
boura. 
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" Finally, it is m; earnest prayer that you will all 
go to bed, and try to sleep as usnal. - Horeovei you 
must not alarm yourselves, whatever kind of rout and 
uproar you may happen to hear, as you may rest as- 
sured that you will receive no degree of injury. Do 
not even attempt to rise ; for it can do no manner of 
good, and if yoii should find my dead body in the 
morning, please to inter it speedily without any cere- 
mony inasmuch as I die a base and unchristian 
death. Yes, I die like a most unchristian wretch, 
feeling only a sort of sham repentance, and not pos- 
sessing faith half sufficient to inspire me with sincere 
prayer ; besides knowing that the devil will have my 
life, which indeed I would freely resign to him, if I 
could by any means contrive to preserve ray soul. I 
have only once more to inlreat that you will make 
yourselves easy, and retire to rest ; therefore I wish 
you a very good night ;— but for me, alas, a very bad 
and frightful one." 

This explanation was made by Doctor Faustus 
with a free and resolute air, in order not to alarm or 
cast down the spirits of his friends, who however 
could not sufficiently express their surprize and con- 
sternation at his having carried matters to such a 
pitch. For they had never conceived him capable of 
such excessive fool-hardiness, as to venture life and 
soul in pursuit of his vain sorceries and speculations. 
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On this account, having a BinoeR regard for him, 
thejr began, one and all to lament otck his bard fate,; 
and they said : " Alas, de^ FauHtuti, into whata curBed 
dilemma you have brought yourself 1 and all by Iceep- 
ii^ the matter so long secret : why did you not unfold 
it to us ? Ah, we would soon have rescued you Jrom 
all bis infernal snares, with the help of our learned 
divines and other doctors ; but now it is all too late, 
you are too'deeply inveigled, both life and soul." 

Doctor Faustus made answer: " Reveal the mat- 
ter, dear friends, I dared not, thoi^ believe me, I 
was often on the point of doing so, wishing much to 
consult you, and to retrace my evil steps and do 
penance for my sins. But I was seduced from one . 
kind of sorcery to anoüier, and whenever I made 
good resolutions to repent, that great Satan forthwith 
made his appearance, as he will again do this very . 
night, and threatening me always said : I will-make 
an end of you, I wiU tear you piecemeal the moment 
you talk of turning to heaven for help." Upon hear- 
ing this, the students repUed that as there was plainly . 
ao other help for him, he ought forthwith to cry out 
with all his strength and heartily, to the Lord, and to 
his dearly beloved son Jesus Christ, praying for the 
remission of ^is sins, in which good ofBce they would 
gladly join him, and cry " Alas, alas, be merciful unto, 
me, poor sinner ! and bring me not untu jut^raent,. 
for too well I know that I cannot stand before it.^ 
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Whtt though the devd mtcj eon» and daki Üäl my 
imatal body, it is only tiioo who csnat defend «nd 
pMAset the iaunortd seuL" 

Doctor Fsnetus admitted (he wisdonr of tM« 
mesiDTe, and that he ought bo* 6x an initant ta 
CMae t» pray ; bat at the eame time he could not go 
tfaio^h with it, as it happened alio to Cain who Mid, 
thai hie 'SIM were too great to be fnrgireB; aad the 
Doctor eould not help excluming within htnsctf, 
tlnt^faa wai bound by his own bonds, and had canied 
maHvs loo far to retreat. 

So the stndenta were at length compelled to tAv 
levre of the tmhappy master Faustus, which tkey 
iM-wfth many tears, all retiring to the same chamber 
aad kaving the Doctor by l^udf. They r^ired 
to bed as they bad been directed, bat not one of 
them conid close his eyes; for they lay waiting fear- 
tnäf ansions fyi the catastrophe. 

This happened between twelve and one o'tdock 
the same night. First, tiiere was heard a hi^ wind 
which blew round all quaitera of the bouse, as if it 
would hare carried it fiotn its foundations, at which 
the atadaita leaped out of bed in great alarm. Bnt 
tlmy TeOtnred not out of the chamb^, striviog to ^i- 
courage each other, btit the terr^ed host hiaudf 
aotaaHy leaped out of his own house into one next 
adjoinng. The students' chamber was next to that 
of FanttuB, and Uwy eould plain^ hear a grierons 
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pi^ig, luBBing and vhinii^, just as if the hooH were 
Alu of fln^es, and other poisonoos rep^ee. Next 
^bey heard (he Doctor^a room-dow give way, upon 
ivWch repeated cries of heip, help I were utteied m 
e bsdf drowned voiee, which grew üräter and faiater, 
-Soon, however, all was stäl and silent as b^isre. 
yifhea at le^th it become broad day, the studeots 
fAo had sever closed their eyes dwisg the whole ^ 
that fearful ni^t, weat ia h body into the Doctot's 
chamber. But there he was no l^iger to be aeen, 
Aough they found diflerent parts <J tt «^nkled wüb 
his blood, and traces of his iHains were also sen 
^K>B the vreUs, as if after wringing his neck round, 
the devil had dashed his head from onesideof the rona 
to the other. His eyes too appeued to have tnuxed 
ftom their sodcets, and a solitary toodi was fmmd 
-^rätg hfre and there, «4iieh funüaked a erael speeta- 
ele indeed. Se^g ^ these symbols of his Arte, ^ 
«tudoits b^an to weep and iameat hn afresh, esd 
Bflthmg was heard fc»- some time bat ^eir mii^ted 
moans and sighs. 

At leng;^ after a loi^ and weary search, they 
-ftondfais corpse lymg at a dietance -frwo ihe h w wi , 
sadly mutilated and dis^nred, in paitictihv atWBt 
Ibe-face. The foresaid students and nmate» -«4k> 
had been present at his departnre, after-inteiriBg Us 
-bodyin tlie same village, again retomed wltfa heavy 
hearts to Wittsmbn^. l^rst, they went to Doctor 
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Faust*! house, where they found his serraut Wage- 
nar, who wu greatly grieved and anxious also about 
his master's death. There too they discoveied this 
his own hist(»ry drawn up and described, in the thiid 
person, by the Doctor's own hand, aa aheady stated, 
with the exception of the account of bis final depar- 
ture and end ; which was added by the said masters 
and students, though the whole work was ananged 
and remodelled by his servant W^i^ar, so as to 
form a new book. On the stuoae day, likewise, ^^tbe 
figure of the enchanted Helena, whose beauty the 
Doctor had conjured up from the shades to g^ve zest 
to his earthly pleasures, s^n vaniabed fit)m-the 
earth. And long afterwards the strange noises and 
disturbances which were heard at all hours in < the 
house where he had lived, prevented any one {pxa 
residing in it. Moreover Doctor Faustus himself ap- 
peared to bis faithful Wagenar in the night,' and 
then communicated a number of secret and abstruse 
matters, and he was seen out of the windows ofW» 
readily to a late hour. 

In this manner here ends the history of the &- 
mous Doctor Faust's sorceries, from which each-and 
every good Christian may reap instruction, and mare 
specially auch as may haf^ien to be of a Uke bddaqd 
I am^^t miMid. Fnnn him let them take example, 
-and learn to f<iar the Lord then maker; to avoid all 
manner of sorcery and conjurations, also speculating 
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too deeply in mattere where the devil is alvayi eager 
to take advantag« of the weakness and short sighted- 
ueas of man. In fine, to avoid having any hand in 
his works, which the Lord's commandment has strictly 
fOTbidden ; never to invite or entertain him as a guest, 
and pve ear to his false flatterieB, as Doctor Faustus 
unhappily did. Holding up his sad fate as in a mir- 
ror, let every Chiistian, instead of slipping his neck 
into the noose as he did, and thus consigning over 
his own soul to the false Tempter, keep his eye steadily 
fixed upon heaven, and honor, love and worship, its 
supreme Ruler, with all his mind, with all his heart, 
and with all his soul. 

On the other hand he shall a^ earnestly forsake 
and eschew all the evil works and influence of the 
devil, BO that through the Redeei?ier, he may obtain 
his own eternal salvation, to be secured only Ihroogh 
his sufirage and death. Such a portion I wish may 
be the reward of every Chiistian firom the very bottom 
of my heart.— Amen. 



END OF VOL. J 
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